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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The signing of the Treaty of Nanking in 1842 
permitted European business men to enter China, and 
afforded Chinese emigrants an opportunity of going across 
the oceans as well, though the imperial law of China 
officially prohibited Chinese from emigrating.
The scale and volume of Chinese emigration between 
1848 and 1888 were unprecedented in Chinese history. It 
is estimated that more than two million Chinese moved to 
the Malay Peninsula, Indo-China, Hawaii, the West Indies, 
Sumatra, Java, the Philippine Islands, South America, 
California and Australia during this period.'*'
Through their hard labour, some of these Chinese 
emigrants made fortunes from gold mines, some successfully 
carried on their trade, all in some way contributed their 
skills and labour to the development of the host countries.
Most host countries in the latter half of the 
nineteenth century imposed restrictive laws upon Chinese 
immigrants who, however, managed to survive the difficult 
days. According to the statistics issued by the 
Nationalist government in Taiwan, the total number of 
Overseas Chinese in 1967 was 17,638,553. Of these 
17,040,657 were in Asia, 465,586 in North and South 
America, 34,142 in Europe, 50,799 in Oceania, and 47,369 
in Africa.^
These Chinese are now mostly well established either 
in trade or in scientific studies; this is particularly so
2of those in Southeast Asia where their wealth can even
influence the economic stability of the host countries.
It is quite true, while the problem between the Communist
and Nationalist governments remains, that the Overseas
3Chinese form a very important third force of China.
According to Australian records, the first Chinese 
reached Australia in 1827 and the first batch of Chinese
4indentured labourers arrived here in 1848. From 1848 
until the Intercolonial Conference held in Sydney in 1888, 
there were never less than 38,000 Chinese residents in 
Australia.^ Most of them coming to Australia after 1852 
were under the credit-ticket system.^
Books and articles on Chinese immigrants in Australia 
in the nineteenth century are numerous. The most 
important of them is Myra Willard's History of the White 
Australia Policy to 1920 (1923). The second most
important one is The Golden Age written by Geoffrey Serie.
It has only one chapter dealing with Chinese migrants, but 
that chapter is excellent. The others worth mentioning 
are unpublished theses: N.O.P. Pyke's Foreign Immigration 
to Gold Fields: New South Wales and Victoria (1946), 
Margaret Patricia Rendell's The Chinese in South Australia 
and the Northern Territory in the Nineteenth Century (1952), 
G.A. Oddie's The Chinese in Victoria, 1870-1890 (1959), 
Derek Leonard Carrington's The Gold Rushes of New South 
Wales, 1851-1874 (1961) and Robert Tan's The Chinese 
Question in Queensland During the Nineteenth Century (1958). 
All these books and theses take the Chinese on the gold 
fields and the restrictive acts imposed upon them as their 
main subject; none has touched upon the story of the 
Chinese in Australia before the gold rush or the methods by 
which the Chinese came to the gold fields.
Two important books recently published relating to 
Chinese emigration to Australia are Alexander T. Yarwood's 
Asian Migration to Australia: The Background to Exclusion,
3
1896-1923 (1967) and A.C. Palfreeman's The Administration 
of the White Australia Policy (1967). Though both of them 
mainly deal with the immigration restriction act in 
Australia in the early period of this century, they throw 
light on the development and operation of the ’White 
Australia Policy’.
Of books on the general history of Chinese emigration 
or on Chinese emigration to a particular country, the 
following are important and have made assessments, one way 
or another, of the manner of Chinese emigration. Hosea 
Ballou Morse was an officer of the Chinese Customs Office; 
his famous work, The International Relations of the Chinese 
Empire ( 19 10), includes a chapter on Chinese emigration 
which provides quite good information on the abuses arising 
from the conduct of the brokers of Chinese emigration. 
Chinese Coolie Emigration to Countries within the British 
Empire (1923), written by Persia Crawford Campbell, is 
another well known book on the subject. It describes the 
efforts made by the British government to regulate the 
emigration. The first chapter of this book on how the 
credit-tieket system operated in Singapore is well written. 
Harley Farnsworth MacNair's The Chinese Abroad (1924) and 
Ch'en Ta’s Chinese Migration (1923) are both very good; 
each of them contains a useful account of the background of 
Chinese emigration. George William Skinner’s Chinese 
Societies in Thailand (1957) and Watt Stewart’s Chinese 
Bondage in Peru (1951) are scholarly works and provide 
valuable sources on the procurement of Chinese emigrants. 
The book Coolie Ships and Oil Sailers (1955) by Basil 
Lubbock was not written for research purposes, but has
preserved interesting stories of some Chinese emigrant 
ships which are useful to this study.
4
Many other books dealing with Chinese emigration to 
individual countries which have not been mentioned here are 
listed in the Bibliography. Almost all of them give little 
information on the outward movement of Chinese emigration.
Thus, so far, no special study on the recruitment, 
shipment and treatment of Chinese emigrants before and 
during the passage has been made. Moreover, because 
Chinese migration to Australia was part of the whole 
emigration system, it is difficult to describe the Chinese 
migration to Australia without discussing Chinese migration 
to other parts of the world.
For the reasons given above, the present thesis 
attempts to find out the actual operation of the system of 
Chinese emigration and pays special attention to Chinese 
migration to Australia. The following twelve questions are 
posed by this study.
(a) Who were these emigrants?
(b) Where did they come from?
(c) How did they reach the ports of departure?
(d) To which places did they proceed?
(e) How much did the passage cost?
(f) Through whom was the passage money arranged?
(g) What was the difference between the contract 
labourer and the credit-tieket labourer?
(h) Was there any regulation of the emigration 
laid down by the Chinese or British government?
(i) What kinds of vessels were used for the 
conveyance of Chinese emigrants?
(j) How were the emigrants treated on board the 
emigrant vessels?
5(k) Did any mortality or mutiny occur during the 
voyage ?
(l) Under what conditions did the Chinese come 
to Aus tralia?
Sources used for this study are mainly British 
consular correspondence contained in British Parliamentary 
Papers, British Colonial Office Records, and British 
Foreign Office Confidential Prints . Sources relating to 
Australia are mainly Historical Records of Australia, 
colonial parliamentary papers, naturalization papers, 
records of court cases of Australian colonies and the 
Shipping Gazette and Sydney General Trade List. Chinese 
sources used include memorials of responsible Chinese 
officers in Kwangtung and Fukien provinces, collections of 
correspondence, edicts, proclamations, laws, statutes, and 
treaties with other states of the Ch'ing dynasty, 1644- 19 11. 
Some important newspapers published in Australia as well as 
in Hong Kong during the period covered by this study have 
been checked. In addition to these materials, American and 
Japanese documents on foreign relations have also been 
consulted.
Because both the time for this study and the materials 
available in Australia are limited, this thesis is not an 
exhaustive one. But the writer hopes that an adequate 
picture of the organization of Chinese emigration between 
1848 and 1888 has been given.
6CHAPTER II
THE BACKGROUND OF CHINESE EMIGRATION
1 . Early Chinese contacts with Southeast Asia
The first record of Chinese contacts with outsiders
by way of the South China Sea was in the geographic
section of Han Shu (History of the Former Han Dynasty,
206 B.C.-24 A .D .).1 Between 230 and 240 A.D. Sun Ch'üan,
King of Wu, had sent his envoys three times to Southeast 
2Asia. During the Chin dynasty, 265-419, a Buddhist monk 
named Fa Hsien came back to China from India by way of the
3South China Sea. Fa Hsien's sea route was later followed
4by many Indian monks who visited China in this period.
In 607 the second Emperor of the Sui dynasty, 589-617, 
despatched a commission on board vessels to visit a state 
in the Malay Peninsula.^
By 671 Canton had already became one of the busiest 
seaports in China and was frequently used by foreign 
vessels.  ^ A famous Chinese monk named I Ching left Canton 
on board a Persian vessel in that year and subsequently 
visited more than thirty countries in Southeast Asia and
7India. Besides I Ching, there were more than thirty 
Chinese Buddhist monks who had gone to India, Ceylon, and 
other places by way of the South China Sea during the
g
T ’ang dynasty, 618-906. Commercial intercourse between
Canton and Annam had been recorded by Lu Chih in his
9memorial to the Emperor Te Tsung, 780-790. Almost at the 
same time, a geographer named Chia Tan also wrote down 
detailed sea routes to countries in Southeast Asia and 
Arabia from Canton.^ During the Sung dynasty, 960-1276,
7C h i n e s e  m e r c h a n t s  g o i n g  t o  B o r n e o  a n d  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  
I s l a n d s  t o  t r a d e  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  a b o o k  w r i t t e n  by  Chao  
J u - K ’ u o ,  t h e  t h e n  C h i n e s e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  F o r e i g n  T r a d e  
a t  C h u a n c h o w ,  F u k i e n . ^
A f t e r  1 2 7 6 ,  C h i n a  h a v i n g  b e e n  c o n q u e r e d  by  t h e
M o n g o l i a n s ,  a n u m b e r  o f  t h e  a n t i - Mo n g o 1i a n  C h i n e s e  moved
12 13 14t o  J a p a n ,  C a m b o d i a ,  a nd  V i e t n a m .  The M o n g o l i a n
g o v e r n m e n t  i n  C h i n a ,  known as  t h e  Yüan D y n a s t y ,  1 2 7 7 - 1 3 6 7 ,
was  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f o r e i g n  t r a d e .  I n  1277 a F o r e i g n  T r a d e
O f f i c e  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Ch u a n c h o w a n d  t h r e e  o t h e r s  a t
C h i n g y u a n ,  S h a n g h a i  a n d  Kanpu  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a n d  Ch u a n c h o w
t h e n  r e p l a c e d  C a n t o n  as  t h e  ma i n  t r a d e  p o r t . ^  B e t w e e n
1279 a nd  1295 t h e  Yüan  g o v e r n m e n t  d e s p a t c h e d  m i s s i o n s  t o  
16 17 18C a m b o d i a ,  I n d i a ,  a n d  J a v a .  To wa r d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e
Yuan d y n a s t y ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  h a d  a l r e a d y  s e t t l e d  i n
19 20 21C a m b o d i a ,  S u m a t r a ,  S i n g a p o r e ,  a nd  J a v a .
E a r l y  i n  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  T h i r d  E m p e r o r  o f
t h e  Mi ng  d y n a s t y ,  1 3 6 8 - 1 6 4 4 ,  Yung Lo,  s e n t  h i s  Gr a n d
E u n u c h  Ch e n g  Ho as  e n v o y  t o  make s e v e n  v o y a g e s  b e t w e e n
1405 a n d  1 4 3 3 .  A p a r t  f r o m  v i s i t i n g  c o u n t r i e s  i n  S o u t h e a s t
A s i a ,  Che ng  H o ’ s f l e e t s  r e a c h e d  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f ,  t h e  Red
22S e a  a n d  N o r t h  A f r i c a .  C h i n e s e  r e s i d e n t s  i n  T h a i l a n d ,
J a v a  a n d  S u m a t r a  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  a b o o k  w r i t t e n  by Ma
2 3Hu a n ,  one  o f  t h e  Ch e n g  H o ’ s i n t e r p r e t e r s .
C h i n e s e  m i g r a n t s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  d u r i n g  t h e  Mi ng
d y n a s t y  w e r e  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t wo o t h e r  C h i n e s e  b o o k s
2 4e n t i t l e d  Mi ng S h i h  ( H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Mi ng d y n a s t y )  a n d  
Tung H s i  Yang K’ ao (A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
and  w e s t e r n  o c e a n s ) . ^
I t  s e e ms  t h a t  t h e  o u t w a r d  mo v e me n t  o f  C h i n e s e  
e m i g r a t i o n  b e c a m e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  Mi ng  
d y n a s t y .  I n  1566  a C a n t o n e s e  p i r a t e  name d  L i n  T a o - c h i e n
8(Lim To Khiam), who was defeated by a government force,
went with his men and their dependents to Borneo and 
2 6settled there. In 1574 another Cantonese pirate named
Lin Feng (Li-Ma-hong), sailing from the Penhu Islands
(Pescadores) with two thousand soldiers and one thousand
and five hundred women and children on board sixty-two
vessels, tried to land at Manila but was defeated by the
2 7Spanish authorities in the Philippine Islands; at that
time the number of Chinese in the Philippines had been
2 8estimated to be no less than 25,000.
The Chinese are on record as settling in Taiwan
29(Formosa) not later than the Sung dynasty, 960-1276.
When Cheng Chih-lung, father of Ch§ng Ch'eng-kung 
(Koxinga), arrived in Taiwan in 1624, about one thousand 
Chinese families were already there. A large number of 
Chinese were later induced to go to Taiwan from Fukien by 
Ch§ng Chih-lung.^
After the Manchus conquered the Chinese mainland and 
established the Ch'ing dynasty, 1644-1911, those who were 
still loyal to the Ming dynasty sought refuge in foreign 
countries. The most noted one was Ch6ng Ch'eng-kung who 
successfully drove the Dutch away from Taiwan and
3 1controlled the island for twenty-three years, 1661-1683.
At the time the Chinese population in Taiwan had increased 
to twelve thousand seven hundred and twenty-seven 
families.^
According to the laws imposed by the Ch'ing government,
no emigration to foreign countries was allowed; but
unauthorized emigration was still going on even before the
33signing of the Nanking Treaty in 1842. The credit- 
ticket system, widely adopted in the later years, already 
existed before 1842. In 1794 a letter from Singapore
9stated that the practice of Chinese pawning themselves to
the owner or captain of junks for a passage and repaying
the money by monthly deduction from their wages had grown
into a regular system of trade which involved 10,000 or
3 412,000 men annually. This system was probably first used
by the Chinese going to Taiwan and then spread to other
countries. The Chinese government in 1740 announced that
those who acted as headmen, inducing men to leave from
Fukien and arranging means for them to emigrate to Taiwan,
35should be banished to a remote place.
Between 1820 and 1830 Chinese emigrants using this 
system to travel to Singapore and Thailand were numerous. 
Stamford Raffles wrote in 1823 in Singapore:
It frequently happens that free labourers and 
others are brought from China and elsewhere as 
passengers, who have not had the means of paying 
their passage, and under the expectation that 
individual residents in Singapore will advance 
the amount of it on condition of receiving the 
services of the parties for a limited period in 
compensation thereof.36
After his journey to China in 1833, Charles Gutzlaff
described the condition of the Chinese emigrants as being
most miserable; they were without clothing and without
money to pay their passage from China, and became bondmen
3 7to anyone who paid their debt for them.
When Lin Tse-hsU, the Imperial High Commissioner,
arrived at Canton to investigate the import of opium in
1839, he reported that some poor Chinese in Macao were
employed to work in foreign countries by the masters of
3 8foreign vessels leaving China in the winter season.
The foregoing sources show that Chinese emigrants had 
been shipped not only by their own people but by 
foreigners as well, before the opening of the treaty ports.
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2 . Chinese emigration after the opening of the treaty 
ports
One of the results of the Opium War, 1840-1842, was 
that China opened her ports of Canton, Foochow, Amoy, 
Ningpo and Shanghai to British trade. This brought to 
Chinese waters many foreign vessels which enabled Chinese
emigrants to go across the oceans. Consequently, a new 
system of Chinese emigration came into being. The wave of 
Chinese emigration to foreign countries between 1840 and
1900 was much bigger than before. The following are some
estimated figures:
Name of 
Estimator
Coverage of 
Chinese 
Abroad
Number of 
Chinese 
Estimated
Years
Prof . Keane . Chinese in the 
Malay Peninsula, 
Indo-China, and 
Java.
5,804,000 1 8 8 7 1
E .H . Parker. All Chinese 
ab road.
5,130,000 1 8 8 8 2
The China 
Yearbook
H 7,133,910 1903- 
19 183
Ch'en, Tse-hsien. Chinese shipped 
to foreign 
countries.
2,350,000 180 1- 
19 0 0 4
H .F. Ma cNair. Chinese shipped 
to Cuba, Peru, 
Chile, Sandwich 
Islands.
250.000
500.000
1847- 
1 8 74 5
John W . Foster. Chinese taken to 
Peru and Cuba
250,000 1850-
19006
H .B. Morse. Chinese in 
Southeast Asia, 
including Taiwan.
7,000,000 19 0 4 7
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The foregoing sources apparently differ from one 
another, but the main differences are the methods of 
calculation adopted. The number of Chinese in Southeast 
Asia mentioned by Keane, Parker, The China Yearbook, Ch'en 
and Morse are as follows:
Ch' en' s number only indicates Chinese moving to 
Southeast Asia between 1801 and 1900 while all other 
numbers include those settling in Southeast Asia before 
1840. Unfortunately there is no available figure of 
Chinese staying in Southeast Asia before 1840. Judging 
from all sources on Chinese activities in Southeast Asia, 
the figure should be large. If Ch' en's estimate is 
correct, the Chinese emigrating to Southeast Asia between 
1840 and 1900 would be no more than 1,545,000.
With regard to the number of Chinese shipped to the
West Indies and South America, MacNair's estimate is set
between 250,000 and 500,000; The China Yearbook says only
75,000; Parker did not give a number, but he estimated
that some 1,000,000 Chinese had gone abroad other than to 
, . 12Southeast Asia after 1840. If from Parker's number is
deducted 60,000 to Australia and 400,000 to Russia, Japan,
the United States, Canada, etc., the remaining 560,000
1 3would be in the West Indies and South America. The
number of Chinese shipped to the West Indies and South
14American given by Ch'en is 362,000. It seems that the 
Chinese emigrants to the West Indies and South America 
could be placed at 400,000.
Keane (before 1887) 
Parker (before 1888)
5,804,000
4.520.0008
5.679.0009
1.545.00010 
7,000,000
The China Yearbook (before 1918) 
Ch'en (between 1801 and 1900) 
Morse (before 1904)
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The number of Chinese to the United States,
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and other places estimated
by Parker, The China Yearbook, and Ch1 en are 460,000 ,'*'^
1 7413,000, and 215,272 respectively. But the estimate 
made by The China Yearbook is between 1909 and 1914 after 
the restrictive laws were imposed and many Chinese had 
returned to China. So the number of Chinese going to 
these countries would be no less than 410,000.
From the above analysis, the number of Chinese 
emigrating abroad between 1840 and 1900 must be close to 
the following figures:
Southeast Asia. 1,545,000
West Indies and South America. 400,000
The United States, Australia, 410,000
New Zealand and others.
Total 2,355,000
The aforesaid estimates, except those by Parker and 
Keane, were made after 1900, none of them has given an 
explanation of their calculation and original sources. We 
know that many emigrants died on their way to their 
destination, and many returned to China after they had 
made fortunes, particularly those in California and 
Australia. The following figures are taken from various 
reports made by those who were involved in Chinese 
emigration at that time. Unfortunately these figures are 
incomplete, but must be more accurate than those above:
13
P o r t  o f  
Dep a r t u r e
R e p o r t e d  by P e r i o d
C o v e r e d
Numbe r  o f  
C h i n e s e
T o t a l
Amoy C .  W i n c h e s  t e r
D , B . R o b e r t s  on
C h i n a ,  
I n s p e c t o r -  
G e n e r a l  o f  
Cus  t oms
1 8 4 5 - 5 4
1 8 5 9 - 6 6
1 8 8 6 - 1 9 0 0
5 >5 8 4 1 8 ) 
2 , 4 8 4 1 9 ] 
4 4 2 , 9 5  8 2 ° )
4 5 1 , 0 2 6
Swa t ow H u n t 1 8 5 9 - 6 6
/—
\
,
r-H
 
i
(N
I 
1
'v
l'
D . B .  R o b e r t s  on
C h i n a .  
I n s p e c t o r -  
G e n e r a l  o f  
Cus t oms
1867
1 8 8 2 - 1 9 0 0
1 3 , 0 0 0 ^  
2 3 J
2 5 6 , 0 6 0 )
2 6 9 , 4 0 4
C a n t o n D . B . R o b e r t s  on 1 8 5 9 - 6 6 6 , 3 4 2 2 4 6 , 3 4 2
Hong Kong J  . B o w r i n g  
S .  Wa1c o t
1 8 5 4 -  55
1 8 5 5 -  67
1 4 , 9 9 1 2 5 s
26^1 4 7 , 7 6 1 ° )
1 6 2 , 7 5 2
Macao R . A1c ock  
C o r v o
1 8 5 6 - 6 8
1 8 6 8 - 7 2
2 6 0 , 0 0 0 2 7  ^
o qJ
5 7 , 8 8 3 ) 3 1 7 , 8 8 3
G r a n d  T o t a l  1 , 2 0 7 , 4 0 7
I t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  y e a r s ,  1 8 5 2 - 5 8  a n d  
1 8 6 8 - 8 1  i n  S w a t o w ,  1 8 6 8 - 1 9 0 0  i n  Hong Kong ,  a n d  1 8 7 2 - 1 9 0 0  
i n  Macao  a r e  n o t  r e p o r t e d .  Ev e n  a v e r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
e s t i m a t e  w o u l d  a d d  one  m i l l i o n  mor e  t o  t h e  a b o v e  f i g u r e .
I f  t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a t o t a l  o f  2 , 3 5 5 , 0 0 0  
C h i n e s e  h a v i n g  g o n e  a b r o a d  w o u l d  n o t  be  e x a g g e r a t e d ,
The d r i v i n g  f o r c e  b e h i n d  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  d u r i n g  
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  h a d  t wo  a s p e c t s :  
t h e  C h i n e s e  a n d  t h e  f o r e i g n .  The  p o r t s  o f  e m b a r k a t i o n  o f  
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  w e r e  a l l  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  F u k i e n  a nd  
K w a n g t u n g  p r o v i n c e s ,  o r  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  C h i n a .
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B e t w e e n  1830 a nd  1 8 9 0 ,  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  s i x
29p r o v i n c e s  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  C h i n a  w e r e  : ( i n  t h o u s a n d s )
Name of 
Province 1830 1840 1850
Years
1856 1866 1878 1890
Fukien 17,459 18,728 19,987 20,574 19,600 21,439 25,007
Kwangtung 21,392 25,744 28,182 29,102 29,301 29,632 29,811
Kwangsi 7,411 7,633 7,827 5,164 ? ? ?
Hunan 18,892 19,891 20,614 20,783 20,997 21,002 21,008
Kiangs i 23,575 24,498 24,515 12,378 24,491 24,521 24,574
Chekiang 27,313 28,539 30,027 19,213 6,378 11,500 11,792
To t a l 116,042 125,033 131,152 107,214 100,767 108,094 112,192
The i n c r e a s e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  1830 and  1850
shown  a b o v e  was  s t e a d y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  K w a n g t u n g  p r o v i n c e
w h i c h  h a d  an i n c r e a s e  o f  n e a r l y  s e v e n  m i l l i o n s  o v e r  t w e n t y
y e a r s .  The  s u d d e n  d e c r e a s e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  K w a n g s i ,
K i a n g s i  a n d  C h e k i a n g  a f t e r  1850 was  d u e  t o  t h e  T a i p i n g
R e b e l l i o n  and  e x t e n s i v e  f l o o d s .  The T a i p i n g  R e b e l l i o n ,
u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Hung H s i u - c h ' U a n ,  s p r e a d  o v e r
e i g h t e e n  p r o v i n c e s ,  l a s t e d  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  1 8 5 0 - 1 8 6 4 ,  and
3 0c a u s e d  2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  t o  be  k i l l e d .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e
T a i p i n g  R e b e l l i o n ,  s e v e r e  f a m i n e  a n d  f l o o d  o c c u r r e d  i n
C h e k i a n g ,  K i a n g s i ,  Hu p e h  a n d  K i a n g s u  b e t w e e n  1876 and
1 8 7 8 ;  n e a r l y  t e n  m i l l i o n s  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  b e c a u s e  o f
3 1t h e s e  d i s a s t e r s .  I n  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was  no
b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  s o u t h ,  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  c a l a m i t i e s :
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1 8 4 9
1 8 6 1 - 7 8
185  7
Y e a r
F a m i n e  a n d  e p i d e m i c
F a mi n e  a n d  p l a g u e  o f  l o c u s t s
Mohammedan u p r i s i n g
C a l a m i t i e s
The p r e s s u r e s  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  and  t h e  
n a t u r a l  a n d  ma n - ma d e  d i s a s t e r s  h a d  p u s h e d  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  
s o u t h e a s t e r n  C h i n a  t o  go o v e r s e a s  t o  s e e k  t h e r e  a b e t t e r  
l i f e .  J u s t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  i n  t h e  We s t  I n d i e s ,  
S o u t h  A m e r i c a ,  e t c .  b a d l y  n e e d e d  l a b o u r e r s  t o  wor k  f o r  
t h e i r  p l a n t a t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e .
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  g o l d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  
A u s t r a l i a  h a d  g r e a t l y  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  
m o v e m e n t .
Among C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  c o n t r a c t  
l a b o u r e r s  a nd  f r e e  e m i g r a n t s .  C o n t r a c t  l a b o u r e r s  we r e  
e m p l o y e d  by  f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l i s t s  o r  C h i n e s e  m e r c h a n t s .  The 
m a j o r i t y  o f  c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  f a r m e r s ,  h a w k e r s ,  
w o o d c u t t e r s ,  b o a t m e n ,  f i s h e r m e n ,  e t c .  F r e e  e m i g r a n t s  c a n  
be  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  g r o u p s :  t h o s e  who p a i d  t h e i r  own
p a s s a g e ;  t h o s e  w h o s e  p a s s a g e  money was  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  
t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  o r  f r i e n d s ;  a n d  t h o s e  who e n t e r e d  i n t o  
a g r e e m e n t s  o r  i n v i s i b l e  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  p a s s a g e  b r o k e r s .
T h o s e  who c o u l d  p a y  t h e i r  own p a s s a g e  w e r e  m e r c h a n t s ,
a r t i s a n s  a n d  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i o n e r s .  Th e y  s o l d  t h e i r
p r o p e r t y  i n  C h i n a ,  t h e n  p a i d  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  
3 5o r  A u s t r a l i a .  Some C h i n e s e ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  p o o r ,
m a n a g e d  t o  b o r r o w  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  money f r o m  f r i e n d s  o r
3 6r e l a t i v e s  i n  C h i n a  o r  i n  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  The t h i r d
g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  h a d  n e i t h e r  money n o r  f r i e n d s  t o  l e n d
money a n d  came t o  Hong Kong ,  S wa t o w ,  o r  Amoy t o  e n t e r  i n t o
3 7a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  b r o k e r s .  B o t h  t h e  l a s t  t wo
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g r o u p s  o f  p e o p l e  h a d  t o  p a y  b a c k  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  money t o
3 8t h e i r  f r i e n d s  o r  s p e c u l a t o r s .  S u c h  p e o p l e  c a n  be  
c l a s s i f i e d  as  c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s  
w e r e  i n v i s i b l e .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  a r e p o r t  s u b m i t t e d  by  E . H,  P a r k e r  i n
391 8 8 8 ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e  I s l a n d s ,  t h e  M a l a y  P e n i n s u l a ,  P e r u ,  C h i l e ,  t h e  
We s t  I n d i e s ,  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  A u s t r a l i a  w e r e  t h e  C a n t o n e s e ,  
t h e  H a i n a n e s e ,  t h e  F u k i e n e s e ,  t h e  Swa t owmen  a n d  t h e  
H a k k a s .  Of  c o u r s e ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  C h i n e s e ,  b u t  t h e y  
s p o k e  d i f f e r e n t  d i a l e c t s .
The C a n t o n e s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  f r o m  T o i s h a n ,  S u n w u i ,  
H o i p i n g ,  Y a n p i n g ,  H o k s h a n ,  S h u n t a k ,  S a m s u i ,  K o y i u ,  
H e u n g s h a n  a n d  o t h e r  n e i g h b o u r i n g  t o w n s  o f  C a n t o n ,  b u t  
e x c l u d i n g  t h o s e  f r o m  S wa t o w ,  w e r e  o c e a n - g o i n g  p e o p l e .  
B e s i d e s  t r a v e l l i n g  t o  V i e t n a m ,  t h e  Ma l a y  P e n i n s u l a ,  Bur ma ,  
I n d i a ,  S u m a t r a ,  J a v a ,  a n d  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  I s l a n d s ,  t h e  
C a n t o n e s e  c r o s s e d  t h e  o c e a n  t o  H a w a i i ,  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  
A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  w o r k e d  t h e r e  as  m i n e r s ,  c a r p e n t e r s ,  
w a s h e r m e n ,  t r a d e r s ,  a n d  m a r k e t  g a r d e n e r s .  Th e y  w e r e  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  b o l d e s t ,  p r o u d e s t ,  m o s t  s e l f - r e s p e c t i n g ,  
i n d u s t r i o u s ,  a n d  a c t i v e  p e o p l e  among t h e  C h i n e s e  r a c e s .
The H a i n a n e s e ,  a l l  l i v i n g  on H a i n a n  I s l a n d ,  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  o f  K wa n g t u n g  p r o v i n c e ,  t h o u g h  p o l i t i c a l l y  c o n n e c t e d  
w i t h  K w a n g t u n g ,  w e r e  r a t h e r  F u k i e n e s e  i n  h a b i t  a nd  
s y m p a t h y .  The e m i g r a t i o n  o f  H a i n a n e s e  was  m o s t l y  c o n f i n e d  
t o  n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o u n t r i e s  - V i e t n a m ,  T h a i l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  
Ma l a y  P e n i n s u l a .  The H a i n a n e s e  w e r e  l e s s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
t h a n  C a n t o n e s e  a n d  l e s s  a b l e  t o  c o p e  w i t h  E u r o p e a n s .
The  F u k i e n e s e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  s o u t h e r n  
p a r t s  o f  F u k i e n  p r o v i n c e ,  l i k e  C h a n g c h o w ,  C h u a n c h o w ,
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T u n g a n ,  H a i f e n g ,  C h a n g p u  a n d  o t h e r  n e i g h b o u r i n g  t o w n s  o f
Amoy,  w e r e  e x c e l l e n t  s e a m e n ,  t r a d e r s  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l
l a b o u r e r s .  D u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  l a r g e  n u m b e r s
o f  F u k i e n e s e  moved  t o  M a n i l a ,  T a i w a n ,  V i e t n a m ,  J a v a  a n d  
40T h a i l a n d .  A f t e r  P e n a n g  a n d  S i n g a p o r e  b e c a me  B r i t i s h
c o l o n i e s ,  F u k i e n e s e  e m i g r a t e d  t o  t h e s e  t wo  p l a c e s  a n d
41t h e n c e  t o  Burma a n d  S u m a t r a .  The  F u k i e n e s e  w e r e  mor e
r e a d y  t h a n  t h e  C a n t o n e s e  t o  c h a n g e  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  a n d
s e t t l e  p e r m a n e n t l y  a b r o a d ,  i n  s u c h  p l a c e s  a s  t h e  S t r a i t s
S e t t l e m e n t s ,  J a v a ,  a n d  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  I s l a n d s .  B e f o r e  t h e
d i s c o v e r y  o f  g o l d  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  C h i n e s e
42l a b o u r e r s  b r o u g h t  t o  A u s t r a l i a  w e r e  F u k i e n e s e .
f The  Swa t owmen  w e r e  l o c a t e d  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  Han 
R i v e r  i n  s u c h  d i s t r i c t s  a s  Cha o c h o w ( C h a o a n ) , J a o p i n g ,  
C h i u l i n g ,  T e n g h a i ,  P u n i n g ,  C h a o y a n g ,  H w e i l a i  a n d  i n  t h e  
n e i g h b o u r i n g  t o w n s  o f  Swa t o w;  t h e y  s p o k e  a d i f f e r e n t  
d i a l e c t  f r o m t h a t  o f  t h e  C a n t o n e s e .  T h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
w e r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  p e o p l e  f r o m  Amoy,  b u t  t h e y  
s h o w e d  a p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r .
The  H a k k a s  w e r e  an  a n c i e n t  r a c e ,  who h a d  moved  i n t o  
F u k i e n  a n d  K w a n g t u n g  p r o v i n c e s  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h ,  b u t  l i v e d  
i n  s e p a r a t e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  p o s s e s s e d  v e r y  s t r o n g  
e x c l u s i v e  f e e l i n g s .  Mo s t  o f  t h e m s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
p a r t  o f  K w a n g t u n g  p r o v i n c e ,  i n  T a i p u ,  M e i h s i e n  ( K a y i n g ) ,  
L u n g c h ü n ,  T z e k a m ,  L u k f u n g ,  F u n g s h u n  a n d  t h e  n e i g h b o u r i n g  
t o w n s  o f  M e i h s i e n .  T h e i r  m a r k e d  c u s t o m s  w e r e  t h a t  no  
H a k k a  women o f  any  r a n k  e v e r  d e f o r m e d  h e r  f e e t ,  a n d  b o t h  
s e x e s  o f  a l l  r a n k s  w a s h e d  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e i r  b o d y  e v e r y  
d a y .  Th e y  h a d  f o r  l o n g ,  i f  n o t  a l w a y s ,  b e e n  i n  a s t a t e  o f  
f e u d  w i t h  t h e  C a n t o n e s e ,  a n d  h a v e  g i v e n  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t r o u b l e .  The  H a k k a s  w e r e  a l m o s t  i n v a r i a b l y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s .  L a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  t h e m f o u n d  t h e i r
18
way t o  S u m a t r a ,  S i n g a p o r e ,  P e n a n g  a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  a b r o a d .  
T h e i r  n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  m i g h t  be  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  
t h o s e  o f  t h e  W e l s h ,  w h i c h  r a c e  t h e y  r e s e m b l e  i n  t h e i r  
p a s s i o n  f o r  b a l l a d s ,  t h e i r  q u a i n t  j e a l o u s  e x c l u s i v e n e s s ,  
a n d  e v e n  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  i n t o n a t i o n  o r  a c c e n t .  T h e i r  
p a t i e n c e ,  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  a n d  i n d u s t r y  w e r e  s o m e t i m e s  
p o s i t i v e l y  t o u c h i n g  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  t r u e  a n d  g r a t e f u l ,  
i f  k i n d l y  t r e a t e d .
T h e s e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  c a n  a l s o  be  d i v i d e d  a c c o r d i n g
t o  t h e i r  p o r t s  o f  d e p a r t u r e  a n d  u l t i m a t e  d e s t i n a t i o n .
From Hong Kong t h e y  w e n t  c h i e f l y  t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  C a n a d a ,
4 3H a w a i i ,  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  New Z e a l a n d ;  f r o m  Amoy a n d  Swa t ow
44t o  S i n g a p o r e ,  M a l a y a ,  T h a i l a n d  a n d  J a v a ;  w h i l e  f r o m
C a n t o n  a n d  Macao  t h e y  w e n t  m a i n l y  t o  t h e  We s t  I n d i e s  a n d  
4 5S o u t h  A m e r i c a .  The e m i g r a t i o n  t r a d e  o f  t h e s e  p o r t s  w i l l
be  d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p t e r  V.
3.  The a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  C h ' i n g  c o u r t  t o w a r d  C h i n e s e  
e m i g r a t i o n
B e t w e e n  1644  a n d  1893  no p e r s o n  i n  C h i n a ,  e x c e p t  
t h o s e  on o f f i c i a l  m i s s i o n s  o r  g i v e n  s p e c i a l  p e r m i s s i o n ,  
was  l e g a l l y  p e r m i t t e d  t o  go a b r o a d .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  p e r i o d  
o f  t h e  C h ' i n g  d y n a s t y ,  whe n  T a i w a n  was  p o s s e s s e d  by  Che ng  
C h ' e n g - k u n g ,  t h e  l a s t  o p p o n e n t  o f  t h e  C h ' i n g  d y n a s t y ,  t h e  
C h ' i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  o r d e r e d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  
f r o m t h e  s o u t h - e a s t  c o a s t ,  f r o m  S h a n g t u n g  t h r o u g h  t o  
K w a n g t u n g .  The m e a s u r e  was  n o t  f u l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  b u t  was  
n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e d  i n  F u k i e n .  Ch e n g  C h ' e n g - K u n g ' s f o r c e  was  
f i n a l l y  s u p p r e s s e d  by  t h e  C h ' i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 6 8 3 ,  
t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h . ^
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All those who were with their families and had
already settled in Taiwan were allowed to stay on; but
those who had no family and no property in Taiwan were
ordered to return to China. In the meantime, all persons
on the Chinese mainland were prohibited from going to
Taiwan except those who had obtained government permits
2and went without dependents. The Ch'ing court tried not
only to stop migration to Taiwan, but also to prohibit
Chinese from staying abroad; a law for this purpose,
issued in 1712 by Emperor K’ang Hsi, declared that those
who intended to stay abroad permanently should be summoned
back through the foreign governments of the countries in
which they lived and beheaded immediately upon their3return by the Viceroy.
In 1717 Emperor K'ang Hsi announced a decree which 
pardoned those who emigrated abroad before 1717, and
4allowed them to take boats back to their homes. Ten 
years later Emperor Yung Cheng, 1723-1^35, gave permission 
to those who engaged in foreign trade to stay in foreign 
countries for given periods of time on condition that they 
return when these expired, otherwise they would not be 
permitted to return to China.^ The law prohibiting 
emigration without authority was strict, and heavy 
punishments were usually imposed upon offenders. In 1750, 
for example, Emperor Chien Lung banished a Chinese 
business man named Chen I who returned from Java.^
Four years later, the government relented and
announced that all those who went abroad for the purpose
of trade, no matter how long they had stayed in foreign
countries, would be allowed to come back to their homes
7with their families.
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Th o u g h  t h e  l aw r e g a r d i n g  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  was  s o  
s t e r n ,  i t  a p p a r e n t l y  f a i l e d  t o  p r e v e n t  p e o p l e  l e a v i n g  
C h i n a  w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y .  I n  1719  some n a v a l  b o a t s  w e r e
g
f o u n d  s t e a l t h i l y  c a r r y i n g  p r o h i b i t e d  e m i g r a n t s .  I n  1734
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  w e r e  a l s o  f o u n d  u s i n g  v e s s e l s  t o  go
a b r o a d ,  whe n  t h e s e  v e s s e l s  a r r i v e d  i n  C h i n a  t o  t r a d e .
Fr om t h a t  y e a r ,  a l l  f o r e i g n  v e s s e l s  w e r e  t o  be  c h e c k e d  and
w a t c h e d  by  t h e  C h i n e s e  Navy  u n t i l  t h e y  w e r e  o u t  a t  s e a
9
a f t e r  l e a v i n g  C h i n e s e  p o r t s .  E v e n  s o ,  i t  s e e m e d  t h a t  t h e  
i l l e g a l  e m i g r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d .  E m p e r o r  C h i e n  Lung t h e r e f o r e  
i s s u e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e c r e e :
I f  any  v e s s e l  c a r r y i n g  i l l e g a l  e m i g r a n t s  i s  
o v e r t u r n e d  by  t h e  w i n d  a n d  c a u s e s  t h e  d e a t h  o f  
t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  v e s s e l  s h o u l d  be  
p u t  on t r i a l  a n d  b e h e a d e d . 10
T h i s  i l l e g a l  e m i g r a t i o n  was  m o s t l y  o r g a n i z e d  by  
h e a d m e n ,  by  whom t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s  w e r e  
a r r a n g e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a d e c r e e  i s s u e d  i n  1773  by  C h i e n  
L u n g ,  p u n i s h m e n t s  i m p o s e d  u p o n  t h e s e  h e a d m e n  s h o u l d  t a k e  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  i l l e g a l  e m i g r a n t s  f o r  whom t h e y  
h a d  a r r a n g e d  p a s s a g e s . ' * ' ' ' '  The g e n e r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  a 
h e a d m a n  was  t o  be  o b l i g e d  t o  w e a r  c a n g u e s ,  o r  h e a v y  woode n  
c o l l a r s ,  f o r  s i x  m o n t h s  a t  t h e  p o r t  w h e r e  he  was  
c a p t u r e d .* ^
T h e s e  h e a d m e n  w e r e  f i r s t  c a l l e d  K*o T ‘ ou i n  a C h i n e s e
l aw i s s u e d  i n  1740  b y  E m p e r o r  C h i e n  L u n g ,  w h i c h  was
a me n d e d  i n  1 7 7 2 ,  1801 a n d  1 8 2 1 .  F i n a l l y  a l aw o f  1853
1 3c o n s o l i d a t e d  a l l  s u c h  e a r l i e r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The  ma i n
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  l aw d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i f  u n l a w f u l  p e r s o n s  
i n  F u k i e n  a c t i n g  a s  h e a d m e n  o r  b r o k e r s  ( K ’ o T ’ ou)  
o r g a n i z e d  m i g r a n t s  a n d  c o l l e c t e d  p a s s a g e  mone y  f r o m  t h o s e  
who i n t e n d e d  t o  go t o  T a i w a n  a n d  u s e d  s m a l l  b o a t s  t o  t a k e
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them to sea-going vessels, then the ringleader of such 
persons should be banished to a remote province and the 
rest of them flogged with a whip 100 times, together with 
three years imprisonment. Punishments for the owner of 
the vessels were the same as for the headmen. Those who 
illegally migrated should be flogged with a whip 80 times. 
All officers of government and soldiers who neglected 
their duty were to be put on trial.
But these provisions did not halt the emigration. As 
mentioned before, the severe famines in 1849, 1876 and 
1878 and the disturbance caused by the Taiping Rebellion, 
1850-1864, had influenced many people to seek a new life, 
while at the same time the foreigners in the open ports 
stretched out their arms in welcome and encouraged them to 
emigrate overseas. The tide of Chinese emigration thus 
became a flood and beyond the power of the government to 
contro 1. ^
The Opium War, 1840-42, had made most Chinese officers 
lose their self-confidence; through fear of coming into 
collision with foreign authorities, the Chinese officers 
gave up interfering in foreign contracts and let this 
system of emigration prevail.^ Because Chinese 
emigration was not being prohibited and continued 
unchecked by the Chinese authorities, Dr Bowring believed 
that the removal of a surplus and often suffering 
population was looked upon with complacency, alike by the 
Chinese officers and the people.^ The following 
conversation recorded by W.A.P. Martin, Interpreter to 
William Reed, American plenipotentiary, in May, 1858, more 
or less represented the real attitude of the Chinese 
government toward the Chinese emigration at that time.
The conversation took place between Captain Dupont, one of
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Reed's representatives, and Tan Ting-hsiang, *Viceroy of 
Chihli (Hopeh), during the negotiations preceding the 
signing of the Tientsin Treaty, 1858.
In the course of conversation Captain Dupont 
suggested to the Viceroy that China ought to 
send consuls to look after her people in the 
United States.
Viceroy. It is not our custom to send officials 
beyond our borders.
Dupont. But your people on the farther shore 
of the Pacific are very numerous, 
numbering several tens of thousands.
Viceroy. When the emperor rules over so many 
millions, what does he care for the 
few waifs that have drifted away to a 
foreign land?
Dupont. Those people are, many of them, rich, 
having gathered gold in our mines. 
They might be worth looking after on 
that account.
Viceroy. The emperor's wealth is beyond
computation. Why should he care for 
those of his subjects who have left 
their home, or for the sands they 
have scraped together?-^
A change in the attitude of the Chinese government 
was initiated by the authorities of Kwangtung when Canton 
was occupied by the Allied forces, Great Britain and 
France, between January, 1858 and October, 1861. During 
this period, the authorities of Kwangtung were
*The Viceroy was the highest officer of the provincial 
government of the Ch'ing dynasty, 1644-1911. Usually a 
viceroy was placed over two or three provinces. The 
provinces of Kwangtung and Kwangsi each had a governor, 
but they were under control of a viceroy.
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comparatively free from the control of the Chinese 
government.
Influenced by the Allied Commissioners and realizing
the serious extent of the kidnapping of Chinese labourers
by lawless men along the coast of Kwangtung, Governor Pai
Kuei (Pih Kwei) of Kwangtung province agreed to stop the
1 8abuse and regulate the emigration. Between April 6 and
9, 1859, three proclamations were issued by the Chief
19Magistrates of the Districts of Nanhoi and Punyii, by the
2 0 21 Allied Commanders at Canton and by Governor Pai Kuei.
The Proclamation issued by the Chief Magistrates of Nanhoi
and Punyii included the following sentences which were
considered to be the first official change of the
emigration law laid down since 1712:
If, after the date of this Proclamation, 
foreigners continue to hire the people or engage 
labourers for service in foreign countries, let 
all those who are disposed to go be careful to 
ascertain whether the offers made them are bona 
fide, and that they are not exposing themselves 
to the kidnappers' designs; let them arrive at a 
distinct understanding as to the rate of 
remuneration, the period for which they are to 
be engaged, the place to which they are to 
proceed, and whether they will be able, when 
absent, to communicate with or remit money to 
their families or friends; and let a special 
contract, containing all these conditions, be 
then drawn up, which can be recorded in proof of 
the agreement. When both parties have given 
their consent to those conditions, there is then 
no objection to your going with the foreigner. ^
Pai Kuei's Proclamation reiterated that permision was 
given to those who were compelled by want to search for a 
living, or those who intended to practise a trade abroad, 
accepting the employment offered by foreigner, provided 
the parties themselves really consented to the arrangements.
2 4
The above two proclamations clearly indicated that 
from the dates of their announcement, all voluntary 
emigrants were allowed to enter into contracts to go 
abroad and return to their homes after a period of absence 
without punishments.
About the same time, the colonial government of the
British West Indies was anxious to procure labourers from
China; J. Gardiner Austin was appointed as Immigration
Agent for that colony. After arriving in China, through
the help of Harry S. Parkes, British representative of the
Allied Commissioners' Office, Austin submitted, on October
22, 1859, a proposal of five points for regulating
2 3emigration from China to the British West Indies. This
2 4proposal was sanctioned by both the Allied Commissioners
and the Viceroy of Kwangtung and Kwangsi, Lao Ch'ung-Kuang
2 5(Laou) after a few days. The main points of this
proposal were to permit foreign agents to establish
emigration houses at Canton and to appoint Chinese
2 6officers to superintend the emigration.
After sanctioning Austin's proposal, Viceroy Lao
issued a proclamation on October 28, 1859, saying that the
British government had sent an authorized agent to Canton
to establish an emigration house for the reception of
emigrants for the British West Indies. Those who intended
to obtain employment in these colonies, he continued,
should go to the emigration house, and there negotiate for
themselves their destination and conditions of employment,
and these, when accepted by both parties, should be
2 7recorded in a formal contract. In addition to this, he
also sent his officers to the districts in the vicinity of 
Canton to explain to the people and elders of villages the
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system of emigration as now regulated and the difference
2 8between this and the earlier proceedings of crimps.
A year later voluntary emigration was further approved 
by the Emperor Hsien Feng, 1851-1861. This was shown by 
the fifth Article of the treaty signed at Peking on October 
24, 1860 between China and Great Britain. It provided:
As soon as the ratification of the Treaty of 
1858 shall have been exchanged, His Imperial 
Majesty the Emperor of China will, by decree, 
command the high authorities of every province 
to proclaim throughout their jurisdiction, that 
Chinese, choosing to take service in the British 
colonies, or other parts beyond the sea, are at 
perfect liberty to enter into engagements with 
British subjects for that purpose, and to ship 
themselves and their families on board any 
British vessel at any of the open ports of 
China. Also that the high authorities aforesaid 
shall, in concert with Her Britannic Majesty's 
representative in China, frame such Regulations 
for the protection of Chinese, emigrating as 
above, as the circumstances of the different 
open ports may demand.29
A similar agreement was included in the treaty between
30China and France signed on October 25, 1860. The Spanish
3 1secured similar rights in a treaty signed in 1864.
But these provisions had not been effective in 
controlling the emigration and illegal kidnapping in 
Kwangtung was still going on, so the Viceroy of Kwangtung 
and Kwangsi, Mao Hung-ping, proposed to the Emperor in 
October, 1864, to impose a heavy punishment upon all 
native kidnappers apprehended in the act of carrying off 
Chinese for sale to foreign countries. Viceroy Mao's 
suggestion was accepted, and an ordinance was drawn up by 
the Ministry of Justice as follows:
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If linguists and compradores in foreign 
employment, taking advantage of their master’s 
engaging emigrants, cheat the simple by 
kidnapping and selling them, thus separating 
fathers, sons, and brothers, the local 
authorities should at once communicate with the 
foreign consul, and obtain the release of the 
kidnapped persons in whose house they have been 
kept prior to embarkation, and they may not be 
excused on the plea that the emigrants have not 
been actually sente In these cases the local 
authorities may act independently and execute 
capital punishment.^
The Viceroy was also asked by the Tsungli Yamen
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs) to consult with
representatives of foreign countries in China so that
regulations governing the engagement of Chinese emigrants,
in accordance with the Treaty of 1860 signed at Peking,
should be drafted, As the result of negotiations between
Viceroy Jui Lin, successor of Mao Hung-ping, Robert Hart,
of the Chinese Customs' service, and Thomas Frances Ward,
3 3of the British Legation, the 'Convention to Regulate the 
Engagement of Chinese Emigrants by British and French 
Subjects’ was signed at Peking on March 5, 1866, by Sir
Rutherford Alcock, British Minister in China, M. Henri de 
Bellonet, French Charge d'Affaires in China,on the one 
hand, and the Prince of Kung, Head of the Taungli Yamen, 
on the other.^
This convention, consisting of twenty-two articles, 
was mainly based on the agreement of 1859„ Under this 
convention, any foreigner desiring to open an emigration 
agency in any port in China was to apply to his consul, 
inclosing at the same time a copy of the rules which he 
proposed to observe in his establishment and a copy of the 
contract which he offered to emigrants, together with the 
necessary proofs that he had complied with all the
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conditions imposed by the laws«, The consul, after having 
examined and approved the copies of the rules and 
contract, was to communicate to the Chinese authorities 
and request them to issue the licence for opening an 
emigration agency. Every Chinese over twenty years old 
wishing to emigrate under an engagement was to be 
registered in the presence of the emigration agent and of 
an inspector deputed by the Chinese Government, The term 
of each emigrant's engagement was not to exceed five 
years, at the expiration of which the sum stipulated in 
the contract was to be paid to him to cover the expense of 
his return to China, Should he obtain permission to 
remain in the foreign country after his contract expired 
this sum was to be placed in his own hands. After four 
days from the date of the entry of the emigrant's name on 
the register of the agency, the contract had to be read to 
the emigrant, in the presence of the Chinese officer, and 
he was to be asked whether he agreed to it, and, having 
answered in the affirmative, he was to append his 
signature to the contract. The contract once signed, the 
emigrant was at the disposal of the agent, and was not 
allowed to leave the depot. Twenty-four hours before the 
sailing of the ship, the emigrants were to be mustered on 
board before the consul and inspector of the Chinese 
government, and the list of emigrants was to be finally 
closed for signature and registration by the consul and 
the inspector. Any individual refusing to proceed after 
this muster could obtain release from the contract by 
paying the expense of his maintenance in the depot at the 
rate of one hundred cash (about ten cents) per diem. All 
advances upon the emigrant's future wages were formally 
forbidden except in the case of their being appropriated 
to the use of his family. Moreover, the emigrants were
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not allowed to embark on any ship which had not satisfied
the consul in respect of its internal economy, stores,
sanitary arrangements and other conditions required by the
laws» On the arrival of the ship at her destination, the
duplicate of the list of emigrants was to be presented by
the captain to be inspected by the local authorities. In
the margin and opposite the name of each emigrant, note
had to be made of death, birth, and disease during the
voyage, and of the ultimate destination assigned to each
emigrant in the country in which he was to be employed.
This document should be sent by the emigration agent to
the consul at the port at which the emigrant embarked,
35and by him delivered to the Chinese authorities.
This convention had established a very sound 
emigration system. But the Chinese government was still 
suspicious of the dangers of forced emigration. It 
insisted that only voluntary emigrants could go abroad and 
only if they were engaged by authorized foreign emigration 
agents under the joint supervision of the foreign consuls 
and the Chinese authorities. By way of reiterating their 
traditional attitude toward Chinese emigration, the 
Chinese government added the following three points as an 
appendix to the convention: firstly, the Chinese
government had no objection to the departure of Chinese 
subjects embarking of their free will and at their own 
expense for foreign countries, but that all attempts to 
bring Chinese under an engagement to emigrate, otherwise 
than as the new regulations provided,were formally 
forbidden and people making such attempts would be 
persecuted with the extreme rigour of the law; secondly, 
the law of the Chinese government punished by death those 
who, by fraud or force, kidnapped Chinese subjects for the
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p u r p o s e  o f  s e n d i n g  t h e m  a b r o a d  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  w i l l ;
t h i r d l y ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t s ,  w i t h  a v i e w
t o  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  l a b o u r  a b r o a d ,  w e r e  a u t h o r i z e d  a t  a l l
t h e  o p e n  p o r t s  when c o n d u c t e d  m  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  j o i n t  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e
c o n s u l s  a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s ;  i t  f o l l o w e d  t h a t
w h e r e  t h i s  j o i n t  s u p e r v i s i o n  c o u l d  n o t  be  e x e r c i s e d ,  s u c h
3 6o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  f o r m a l l y  f o r b i d d e n »
The c o n v e n t i o n  was  a p p r o v e d  by  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f
R u s s i a ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  P r u s s i a ,  t h o u g h
3 7t h e y  w e r e  n o t  p a r t i e s  t o  i t  ' Bu t  t h e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t
t o o k  e x c e p t i o n  t o  c e r t a i n  o f  i t s  p r o v i s i o n s ,  a n d  d e f e r r e d
r a t i f i c a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e s e  s h o u l d  be  m o d i f i e d  The B r i t i s h
C o l o n i a l  O f f i c e  a n d  E m i g r a t i o n  B o a r d  f e l l  i n  w i t h  t h e
v i e w  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t »  The  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e
q u e s t i o n  was  t h e r e u p o n  s h i f t e d  f r o m  P e k i n g  t o  P a r i s  a n d
L o n d o n ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  v o l u m i n o u s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  e n s u e d
b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo f o r e i g n  o f f i c e s ,  e x t e n d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e
3 Ry e a r s  1 8 6 6 ,  1867  a n d  i n t o  1868»
On t h e  C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  s i d e ,  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  was  
t a k e n  as  t h e  f i x e d  r u l e  f o r  e n g a g i n g  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s ,  
a n d  an o r d e r  f r o m  t h e  T s u n g l i  Yamen was  i m m e d i a t e l y  
d e s p a t c h e d  t o  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  o f  T r a d e  a t  t h e  N o r t h e r n  
a n d  S o u t h e r n  s e a p o r t s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  
e m i g r a t i o n  c o n v e n t i o n »  On Ma r c h  1 5 ,  1 8 6 6 ,  i n  h i s  l e t t e r
R u t h e r f o r d  A1 c o c k , a f t e r  m e n t i o n i n g  h i s  a c t i o n  t a k e n  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  Kung s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  s h o u l d  be  
s t r i c t l y  p r o h i b i t e d  a t  e v e r y  p l a c e  e x c e p t  t h e  p o r t s  o p e n  
t o  f o r e i g n  t r a d e ,  a n d  t h a t  a l l  C h i n e s e  s u b j e c t s  c o n v i c t e d  
o f  k i d n a p p i n g  p e o p l e  a n d  f o r c i n g  t h e m t o  t a k e  s e r v i c e  as  
e m i g r a n t s  w o u l d ,  a s  l a i d  down a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e
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regulations then being put in force, be at once executed.
Since Macao was not an open port, no Chinese emigrants
could be engaged there, and even in the open ports, those
countries which had no treaty relations with China were
not permitted to engage any Chinese emigrant, so the Prince
requested Sir Rutherford Alcock to notify the British
mercantile community that British vessels were not
authorized to ship Chinese emigrants at Macao and that no
emigration would be permitted to any country not having
treaty relation with China, unless such country be one in
which Great Britain could pay proper attention to the
39emigrant sent thither,,
On December 1, 1866, Viceroy Jui L m  and Governor 
Chang Chao-tung jointly memorialized the Emperor that 
authority be given them to order the instant execution of 
kidnappers at the place where their crime was committed as 
a warning to the people» This proposal was accepted and 
became law.40
The main reasons why the British and French
governments declined to ratify the convention were the
term of service being limited to five years and the
4 1requirement of the payment for the return passage.
After long deliberation, a set of twenty-two rules to
modify the convention of March 5, 1866 was agreed upon by
the British, French and Spanish governments in April 
4 21868, In this draft, all articles referring to the
terms of service, repatriation, and other conditions of 
contract to be offered to emigrants were omitted and it 
was added that the Chinese government should appoint a 
Chinese Superintendent of emigration at each port in which 
emigration was carried on; that the fee paid by the 
emigration agent for each emigrant shipped should be
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r e d u c e d  t o  t wo d o l l a r s  ( i n s t e a d  o f  t h r e e  d o l l a r s ) ,  and  
t h a t  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  e m i g r a n t s  s h o u l d  b e  d i v i d e d  
i n t o  t wo  o r  mor e  s e p a r a t e  h o u s e s ,  one  o r  mor e  t o  be  u s e d  
as  a p r i m a r y  d e p o t ,  t h e  r e s t  t o  be  o c c u p i e d  by  t h e  men who 
h a d  a l r e a d y  s i g n e d  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s  a n d  b e e n  f i n a l l y  
e n g a g e d .
Bu t  t h i s  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  1866 was
4
e n t i r e l y  r e f u s e d  by  t h e  C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  J u n e ,  18 6 8 ,
T o w a r d  t h e  e n d  o f  1 8 6 8 ,  when  a l l  e f f o r t s  t o  i n d u c e  t h e
C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  a c c e p t  t h e i r  p r o p o s i t i o n  h a d  f a i l e d ,
S i r  R u t h e r f o r d  A l c o c k  d i r e c t e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o n s u l  a t
C a n t o n ,  D. B,  R o b e r t s o n ,  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m i g r a t i o n
A g e n t  t o  d e s p a t c h  e m i g r a n t s  u n d e r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  as  t h e y
s t o o d  b e f o r e  1 8 6 6 .  R o b e r t s o n ,  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  w a i t e d  on
t h e  V i c e r o y ,  a n d  i n f o r m e d  h i m o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  he  h a d
r e c e i v e d ;  t h e  V i c e r o y  r e f u s e d  t o  s a n c t i o n  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n
on t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  a b s o l u t e l y  p r o h i b i t e d
44e m i g r a t i o n  e x c e p t  u n d e r  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 6 6 .  On
F e b r u a r y  6,  1 8 6 9 ,  A l c o c k  w r o t e  t o  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  Kung
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  some m o d i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e
c o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 6 6 ,  b u t  t h e  P r i n c e ' s  s t a n d  was  f i r m ,  a n d
45he  d e c l i n e d  a b s o l u t e l y  t o  make  any  c o n c e s s i o n .  Th o u g h
t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  1866 was  n o t  f i n a l l y  r a t i f i e d  by  t h e
B r i t i s h  a n d  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  i t  f o r me d  t h e  b a s i c  p o l i c y
o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o w a r d  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  u n t i l
t h e  c h a n g e  o f  l aw o f  1 8 9 3 .  B e t w e e n  1866 and  1894  C h i n a
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e m i g r a t i o n  t r e a t i e s  w i t h
46f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  None  o f  t h e m  w e n t  b e y o n d  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  l a i d  down by  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 6 6 .
S i n o - Ar n e r i c a n  T r e a t y  ( t h e  B u r l i n g a m e  T r e a t y )
J u l y  2 8 ,  1 8 6 8 ,
S i n o - P e r u v i a n  E m i g r a t i o n  T r e a t y ,  J u n e  2 6 ,  18 7 4 .
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Sino-Spanish Emigration Treaty, November, 1877o
Sino-American Emigration Treaty, November 17,
1880 .
Sino-American Emigration Treaty, March 17, 1894.
The convention of 1866 not only opened the way for 
Chinese emigrating abroad, but also led to a change in the 
attitude of the Chinese government towards Chinese abroad; 
whilst earlier the government had disregarded them, it now 
showed a desire to protect them. This can be seen by 
certain provisions of the above treaties and by the 
establishment of legations in foreign countries. As early 
as 1867, Li Hung-chang, then Viceroy of Hu-Kwang, 
advocated the selection of reliable and trustworthy men to 
reside in foreign countries when he responded to an order 
for advice on the subject of establishing legations 
ab road/
Almost at the same time, Anson Burlingame, an American
who had resigned his post as American Minister at Peking,
was asked by the Chinese government to head an imperial
mission to visit Western countries having treaty relations
with China. After Burlingame accepted the mission, two
Chinese senior officials, Sun Chia-ku and Chih Kang, were
appointed to accompany him. The mission left Shanghai on
4 8February 25, 1868. Though Burlingame died during his
journey, the mission was apparently successful and brought
back encouragement to send permanent representatives to
49foreign countries.
In 1874 the Chinese government was informed that 
Chinese emigrants in Cuba were illtreated by local 
contractors. A special commission was consequently 
despatched there. Ch’en Lan-pin, Supervisor of Chinese 
students in the United States of America, was appointed as
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h e a d  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  a nd  a s s i s t e d  by  A. M a c P h e r s o n  a nd
A, H u b e r  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  C u s t o m s  O f f i c e . ^  Th e y  h e l d
i n q u i r i e s  i n  t h e  d e p o t s  a n d  j a i l s  a t  H a v a n a  a n d  on s e v e r a l
p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  t o o k  1726 p e r s o n a l
d e p o s i t i o n s ,  b e s i d e s  r e c e i v i n g  85 p e t i t i o n s  w i t h  1665
s i g n a t u r e s .  The d e p o s i t i o n s  a n d  p e t i t i o n s  s h o w e d  t h a t
e i g h t - t e n t h s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  n u m b e r  i n  Cuba  d e c l a r e d  t h a t
t h e y  h a d  b e e n  k i d n a p p e d  a n d  d e c o y e d ;  t h a t  t h e  m o r t a l i t y
d u r i n g  t h e  v o y a g e  f r o m  wo u n d s  c a u s e d  b y  b l o w s ,  s u i c i d e  a n d
s i c k n e s s  e x c e e d e d  t e n  p e r  c e n t ;  t h a t  on a r r i v a l  i n  H a v a n a
t h e y  w e r e  s o l d  i n t o  s l a v e r y ,  a s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  b e i n g
d i s p o s e d  o f  t o  f a m i l i e s  a n d  s h o p s ,  w h i l e  t h e  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y
b e c a m e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  s u g a r  p l a n t e r s ;  t h a t  t h e  c r u e l t y
d i s p l a y e d  e v e n  t o w a r d s  t h o s e  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  c l a s s  was
g r e a t ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  a s s u m e d ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h o s e  o f  t h e
l a t t e r ,  p r o p o r t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  u n e n d u r a b l e ,  The l a b o u r
t o o ,  on t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  was  s hown t o  be  e x c e s s i v e l y
s e v e r e ,  a n d  t h e  f o o d  t o  be  i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  t h e  h o u r s  o f
l a b o u r  w e r e  t o o  l o n g ,  a n d  t h e  c h a s t i s e m e n t s  by  r o p e s ,
w h i p s ,  c h a i n s ,  s t o c k s ,  e t c . ,  p r o d u c t i v e  o f  s u f f e r i n g  and
i n j u r y . ^  When t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  was  made
k n o wn ,  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s
came f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  V i c e r o y  Li  H u n g - c h a n g
a g a i n  s e n t  a m e m o r i a l  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  u r g e d
t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  m i n i s t e r s  t o  J a p a n  a n d  W e s t e r n  
52c o u n t r l es  .
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  f i r s t  p e r m a n e n t  l e g a t i o n  was  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  L o n d o n  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 7 7 ;  M i n i s t e r  Kuo S u n g -  
t a o  was  a c c r e d i t e d  t o  b o t h  Lo n d o n  a n d  P a r i s .  He p r e s e n t e d  
h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  F r a n c e  i n  May,  1 8 7 8 ,
I n  O c t o b e r  o f  t h e  s ame  y e a r ,  a l e g a t i o n  was  o p e n e d  i n  
W a s h i n g t o n  by  C h ' e n  L a n - p i n  who was  a l s o  a c c r e d i t e d  t o
.
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Madrid. On November 28, 1877 ^ a legation headed by Liu
Si-hung was established in Berlin. In 1878 Ho Ju-chang
was sent to Tokyo, and in January of the next year,
5 3Ch'ung Hou to St Petersburg.
Following the establishment of the London legation,
the first Chinese consulate came into existence at
5 4Singapore in 1877„ Ten years later, a commission,
consisting of Brigade-General Wang Yung-ho and Prefect- 
designate Yü Ch'iung (U Tsmg), was formed by Chang Chih- 
tung, Viceroy of Kwangtung and Kwangsi, under the 
instructions of the Chinese government to investigate the 
possibilities of setting up consulates to protect the 
Chinese emigrants in countries in Southeast Asia and 
Australia. General Wang and Prefect-designate YU left 
Canton on August 26, 1886, and returned to Canton in the
same month 1887, after visiting the Philippine Islands, 
the Malay Peninsula, Burma, Java, Sumatra, and Australia, 
The Commission submitted a plan of locations of consulates 
in countries visited to Viceroy Chang.^
This report was transmitted to Emperor Kuang HsU, 
1875-1908, by Viceroy Chang on November 19, 1887. In his
memorial, Viceroy Chang expressed the view that the 
establishment of consulates in the countries visited to 
protect Chinese emigrants was an urgent matter and 
suggested that Wang Yung-ho should be sent as consul to 
Manila,^ Unfortunately, the proposal to send a consul 
to Manila was rejected by the Spanish government, and no 
other attempt was made to set up consulates in other 
Southeast Asia countries until 1890. But Chinese 
consulates at San Francisco, New York, Chicago, Matanza 
(Cuba), Nagasaki, Yokohama, and Kobe were established one 
after another.^
35
On the Chinese mainland, the prohibition of illegal
emigration was not neglected by the Chinese government.
On August 21, 1872, the Chinese Superintendent of Trade at
the Northern seaport, Li Hung-chang, officially reported
that children in the Tientsin area were deceived and sold
to foreigners as labourers by lawless characters; he
suggested that those who committed such crimes should be
put on trial and executed. This suggestion was accepted
5 8and became law in that year.
Because of the problem of ratification of the
convention of 1866, the procurement of Chinese emigrants
from Canton was almost impossible; Hong Kong and Macao,
particularly the latter, then became the centres of
59Chinese emigration.
Under the pressure from all directions, the 
Portuguese government finally decided to put an end to 
the emigration from Macao, An edict for this purpose was 
issued which gave a period of three months, commencing 
from December 27, 1873, after which no engagement in
Macao of Chinese to emigrate as labourers would be 
allowed. To reiterate the stand of the Chinese 
government to stop illegal emigration from Macao, Viceroy 
Jui Lin also promulgated a proclamation in March, 1874.^
By the end of the same year, the illegal emigration 
from the areas of Canton and Macao having gradually died 
out, the Governor of Kwangtung, Chang Chao-tung, was 
given sanction to put the kidnappers on trial according 
to the ordinary criminal law instead of carrying out 
execution instantly the kidnappers were captured,^*
When Chang Chih-tung became Viceroy of Kwangtung and 
Kwangsi, he found illegal emigration resuming, the
36
punishment imposed upon kidnappers not being heavy enough;
he, therefore, having sought permission from the Emperor
on December 31, 1886, resumed capital punishment for
6 2kidnapping. This law was not changed again until the 
turn of the twentieth century.
As to the authorised emigration, the rules set out in
1866 were in force through the later years. But the law
of 1712 to prohibit people from emigrating and returning
still existed. The first Chinese statesman suggesting the
abolition of this law, in a memorial from London on June
29, 1893, was the Chinese Minister at London, Hsueh
Fu-ch'eng. His proposal was sent to the Tsungli Yamen for
consideration by the Emperor Kuang Hsii on August 21,
6 31893. At the same time, the diplomatic representatives
of Great Britain, France, Italy and Belgium in Peking
jointly petitioned the Chinese Emperor to abrogate this 
64law. The Chinese government by this time realised that 
Chinese emigration had not only eased the problem of 
unemployment in China, but also benefited China by 
millions of ounces of gold a year. So the one hundred and 
eighty-two years old law was finally annulled on 
September 1 3, 1893.^
Six years later on October 12, 1899, a decree to
protect Chinese emigrants was issued by Emperor Kuang-Hsü 
as follows:
Since the opening of the treaty ports, many of 
our subjects have been drawn into foreign countries 
to engage in trade. In the foreign land, they 
retain, however, with unshakable loyalty, their 
memory of the fatherland. They can not treasure 
their native country too highly and this is most 
commendable. In a former message we requested the 
governors of the provinces to take all returning 
emigrants under their special protection so that
37
they might enjoy in peace in their homes the 
money earned in the foreign countries. In our 
anxiety for the welfare of our subjects and 
especially those sojourning in foreign 
countries, we, herewith, command our 
ambassadors and consuls as far as in their 
power, to extend help and protection to the 
Chinese in their districts. 66
This decree marked the end of the nineteenth century 
as well as the old emigration policy of the Chinese 
government ,
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CHAPTER III
EMIGRANTS UNDER CONTRACT
1. Introduction
As mentioned before, there were two sorts of Chinese 
emigrants in the latter part of the nineteenth century, 
contract labourers and free emigrants. Most free 
emigrants were actually shipped under the credit-ticket 
system, only a small percentage of them went to foreign 
countries on their own account. According to evidence 
obtained, which will be discussed in Chapter IV, the 
credit-ticket was another form of contract. Therefore, 
the contract labourers were the most important part of 
the whole system of Chinese emigration. To understand 
Chinese emigration we must begin with the contract 
1 ab oure rs .
A contract labourer was a man who bound himself to
work for a contractor for a period of time. When did
this system of emigration come into existence? No
available source can answer this question. According to
the report of Dr Charles A. Winchester, of the British
Consulate at Amoy, the first shipment of Chinese
labourers under contract with foreigners was made from
Amoy in a French vessel to the Isle of Bourbon (Reunion
Island) in 1845.^ The first vessel taking Chinese
2labourers to Cuba was the Duke of Argyle in 1847. A 
year later, the first despatch of one hundred and twenty
3Chinese contract labourers arrived in Australia. The
4Chinese labourers were first taken to Peru in 1849,
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The c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  m a i n l y  s h i p p e d  t o  t h e
5 6 7We s t  I n d i e s  a n d  C u b a ,  b u t  w e r e  a l s o  u s e d  by  A m e r i c a n
a n d  A u s t r a l i a n  c a p i t a l i s t s  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e  g o l d  r u s h e s .
F r om t h e  w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l  a l r e a d y  f o u n d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  
a t  l e a s t  1 , 7 3 3  C h i n e s e  i n d e n t u r e d  l a b o u r e r s  i n  A u s t r a l i ag
b e f o r e  1 8 5 1 .  A f t e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  C h i n e s e  
e n t e r i n g  A u s t r a l i a  u n d e r  t h i s  s c h e m e  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .
Bu t  C h i n e s e  c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r e r s  h a d  b e e n  c o n t i n u o u s l y  
b r o u g h t  i n t o  A u s t r a l i a  up t o  t h e  y e a r  1 8 7 8 .  I n  M o r e t o n  
Bay a l o n e ,  t h e  R e v e r e n d  J . D .  Lang  s a i d ,  b e f o r e  F e b r u a r y  
1 8 5 2 ,  o n e  t h o u s a n d  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  h a d  b e e n  i m p o r t e d  by
9
s q u a t t e r s  a n d  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  mo r e  w e r e  e x p e c t e d .
T . A.  C o g h l a n  m e n t i o n e d  t h i s  t o o ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  
b a t c h  o f  f i v e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - f i v e  a r r i v e d  a t  M o r e t o n  
Bay i n  N o v e m b e r , 1 8 5 1 ,  a n d  a b o u t  t wo  t h o u s a n d  o t h e r s  
b e t w e e n  t h a t  d a t e  a n d  1 8 5 6 ,  a l l  b e i n g  p l a c e d  o u t  as  
i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s . ^
I n  V i c t o r i a ,  t h e  C e n s u s  o f  Ma r c h  1854,  s h o w e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  t wo  t h o u s a n d  C h i n e s e  t h e n  i n  t h e  
c o l o n y . ^   ^ No r e c o r d  c a n  be  t r a c e d  o f  how many w e r e  u n d e r  
c o n t r a c t .  But  t h e  C l y d e  Company h a d  i m p o r t e d  one  h u n d r e d
a n d  t w e n t y - t h r e e  C h i n e s e  i n d e n t u r e d  l a b o u r e r s  f r o m
12 13S i n g a p o r e  i n  1 8 4 9 ,  a n d  a f ew m o r e  i n  1 8 5 2 .  I n  a
l e t t e r  o f  N o v e m b e r  30 ,  1 8 5 2 ,  G e o r g e  R u s s e l l  w r o t e  t o
W i l l i a m  L e w i s :  ' S o  y o u  h a v e  g o t  some mo r e  C h i n a m e n ,  I
1 4h o p e  t h e y  g e t  on w e l l * .
I n  1867  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  A g e n t  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  We s t  
I n d i e s  i n  C h i n a  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  t h e  
B r i t i s h  We s t  I n d i a n  c o l o n i e s  w e r e  c o p i e d  f r o m  c o n t r a c t s  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  by  C h i n e s e  w i t h  s e t t l e r s  i n  New S o u t h  Wa l e s  
a n d  t h e  S a n d w i c h  I s l a n d s . ^  T h u s  e v e n  d u r i n g  t h e  g o l d
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r u s h  p e r i o d ,  C h i n e s e  w e r e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  b r o u g h t  i n t o  
A u s t r a l i a  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t .
I n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f
g o l d  i n  1 8 7 1 ,  t h e  d e ma n d  f o r  l a b o u r e r s  was  v e r y  u r g e n t .
A f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t w e l v e  p r i v a t e  c o m p a n i e s  t h e  S o u t h
A u s t r a l i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  d e s p a t c h e d  C a p t a i n  D o u g l a s  t o
S i n g a p o r e  t o  s e c u r e  t wo h u n d r e d  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s . ^  On
A u g u s t  5 ,  1 8 7 4 ,  one  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t y - s i x  C h i n e s e
l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  P o r t  D a r w i n  b y  C a p t a i n  D o u g l a s
a n d  a t  o n c e  t a k e n  by  t h e  c o m p a n i e s  who h a d  t e n d e r e d  f o r  
1 7t h e m .  Mo s t  o f  t h e s e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  w o r k i n g  on
g o l d  f i e l d s ,  a f ew w e r e  e m p l o y e d  by  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s
1 8a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  r e s i d e n t s  on v a r i o u s  p u b l i c  w o r k s .  T h i s  
s c h e m e  was  d i s c o n t i n u e d  due  t o  o b j e c t i o n s  w h i c h  came n o t  
o n l y  f r o m  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a  i t s e l f ,  b u t  a l s o  f r o m  o t h e r  
c o l o n i e s . ^
Ab o u t  t h e  s ame  t i m e ,  Q u e e n s l a n d  s u g a r  p l a n t e r s  
a r r a n g e d  t o  b r i n g  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  f r o m  Amoy a n d  Swa t ow 
a n d  an a g e n t  was  a p p o i n t e d  a t  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  p l a c e s .  The 
C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  was  w i l l i n g  t o  g r a n t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
t h e  r e c r u i t i n g  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s ,  b u t  i t  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  
t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  t o  s e n d  an a c c r e d i t e d  
e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t  t o  C h i n a .  As t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  was  n o t
2 0p r e p a r e d  t o  do t h i s ,  t h e  p r o p o s a l  was  n o t  c a r r i e d  o u t .
The W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  i n t r o d u c e d
f i f t y  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  on an e x p e r i m e n t a l  b a s i s  f r o m
S i n g a p o r e  i n  1 8 7 8 ,  a f t e r  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  
2 1t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  I n  1884 an Ac t  was  p a s s e d  t o  a l l o w
2 2c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r e r s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  c o l o n y .
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2. Terms of contracts
The first one hundred and twenty Chinese labourers
brought to New South Wales from Amoy in 1848 were engaged
for two and half dollars a month with rations on five-
yearly indentures c The second shipment of one hundred
and twenty-three Chinese labourers was despatched by a
Hong Kong agent in 1849. According to C. Lawless' letter,
their terms of contract were the same as that of the 
2first group.
Chinese labourers brought into Australia after 1850 
were under similar terms as before. The Mitchell Library 
in Sydney has preserved twenty-one original contracts 
signed in 1851 by the Chinese labourers and J.B. Simpson, 
the Australian contractor. These contracts were printed 
in Chinese on one side and English on the other. But the 
Chinese version is slightly different from the English
3version. The British Commons Papers also carry a copy of 
a contract for Australia, but this is only a blank form, 
used during the 1850s because the year after 185 - is left
4open. The terms of these two contracts were laid down by 
contractors under the same principle, and only slightly 
different in detail. The following is a comparison between
these two contracts:
Contract in 1851 Contract in 185-
(Mitchell Library) (Commons Papers)
Term of years 5 years 5 years
Wages per month 3 dollars
Weekly rations
Sug ar 1 lb. 1 lb .
F lour 8 lbs. (Eng lish 
version only 
f lour)
8 lbs .
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o r  R i c e
Me a t  
T e a
Wages  c o mme n c i n g  
A d v a n c e
A d v a n c e  d e d u c t e d  
f r o m t h e  m o n t h l y  
p a y m e n t
N a t u r e  o f  wo r k
C o n t r a c t  i n  1851 
( M i t c h e l l  L i b r a r y )
10 l b s .  ( C h i n e s e  
v e r s i o n  f l o u r  
o r  r i c e )
9 l b s .  ( C h i n e s e  
v e r s i o n  8 l b s . )
2 o z .  ( C h i n e s e  
v e r s i o n  
u n l i m i t e d )
From t h e  d a t e  o f  
a r r i v a l
8 d o l l a r s
0 . 5  d o l l a r s *  
( C h i n e s e  
v e r s i o n ,  1 
d o l l a r  a m o n t h )
S h e p h e r d ,  f a r m e r ,  
g e n e r a l  
s e r v a n t ,  a nd  
1 ab o u r e  r . 
( C h i n e s e  v e r s i o n  
s h e p h e r d  o r  
l a b o u r e r )  .
C o n t r a c t  i n  1 8 5 -  
( Commons P a p e r s )
10 l b s .
8 l b s  . 
2 o z .
F o u r t e e n  d a y s  
a f t e r  a r r i v a l
8 d o l l a r s
0 . 5  d o l l a r s *
S h e p h e r d ,  f a r m e r  
a n d  g e n e r a l  
s e r v a n t , a n d  
1 ab o u r  e r  .
*1 d o l l a r  = 4 s h i l l i n g s  ( s t e r l i n g ) .
I n  P o r t  P h i l l i p ,  t h e  t e r m s  o f  c o n t r a c t  f o r  a C h i n e s e  
f r o m S i n g a p o r e  w e r e  f o u r  y e a r s  a t  £14 p e r  annum i n c l u d i n g  
e x p e n s e s  o f  p a s s a g e  £ 1 0 . ^  The C l y d e  Company P a p e r s  c a r r y  
a c o p y  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  s i g n e d  i n  1848  by  A l e x a n d e r  
J o h n s t o n e ,  a c t i n g  as  a g e n t  f o r  N i e l  B l a c k  § Co.  o f  P o r t  
P h i l l i p  on t h e  one  p a r t  a n d  Yeh Ch e o n g  Soe  o f  S i n g a p o r e  
on t h e  o t h e r  a n d  e n d o r s e d  by  G e o r g e  R u s s e l l  on A u g u s t  2 8 ,  
1 8 4 9 . ^  The t e r m s  o f  c o n t r a c t  a r e  as  f o l l o w s .
Te r m o f  y e a r s
Wages  p e r  mo n t h
We e k l y  r a t i o n s  
S u g a r  
F l o u r  
o r  R i c e  
Me a t  
Te a
Wages  c o m me n c i n g
P a s s a g e  ( t o  P o r t  P h i l l i p  
a n d  b a c k  t o  S i n g a p o r e )  
d e d u c t e d  f r o m  t h e  
m o n t h l y  p a y m e n t  d u r i n g  
t h e  w h o l e  t i m e  o f  t h i s  
a g r e e m e n t
N a t u r e  o f  wor k
4 y e a r s  
5 , 6  d o l l a r s *
1 - 1 / 2  l b s .
8 l b s .
10 l b s .
7 l b s  .
3 o z .
From t h e  d a t e  o f  a r r i v a l  
a t  P o r t  P h i l l i p
1 . 6  d o l l a r s  *
( m o n t h l y  s t o p p a g e  d u r i n g  
t h e  w h o l e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
a g r e e m e n t )
S h e p h e r d ,  h u t k e e p e r ,  e t c .
*1 d o l l a r  = 4 s h i l l i n g s  2 p e n c e  ( S t e r l i n g ) .
C h i n e s e  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  i n  1874
 ^ 7
f r o m  S i n g a p o r e  w e r e  u n d e r  t e r m  o f  t wo y e a r s .  The c o s t  o f  
i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e m was  one  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - f o u r  d o l l a r s  
a n d  s i x t e e n  c e n t s  ( £ 2 5 . 1 7 s .  4 d .  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  4 s .  2 d .  p e r
g
d o l l a r )  p e r  h e a d .  When t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s  e x p i r e d ,  o n l y  
t w e n t y - o n e  o f  t h e m  r e t u r n e d  t o  S i n g a p o r e  a n d  f o u r  t h o u s a n d  
t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y  d o l l a r s  ( £ 9 0 0 )  w e r e  p a i d  f o r  t h e i r
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p a s s a g e .  T h o s e  who w i s h e d  t o  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  
T e r r i t o r y  r e c e i v e d  a b o n u s  o f  t w e n t y - f o u r  d o l l a r s  ( £ 5 )  on 
t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  a t  a n y  f u t u r e  d a t e  
c l a i m  t h e i r  r e t u r n  p a s s a g e . ^
The  p r o p o s a l  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d  p l a n t e r s  was  f o r  a t e r m  o f  
f i v e  y e a r s  w i t h  w a g e s  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  s e v e n  d o l l a r s  a mo n t h  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  l o d g i n g  a n d  an a l l o w a n c e  
o f  f i f t y  d o l l a r s  t o  e a c h  man f o r  h i s  r e t u r n  p a s s a g e . " ^
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T h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  b e s t  o f f e r  t o  a C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  
i f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  h a d  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t .
The t e r m  o f  c o n t r a c t  f o r  Cuba  i n  1 8 5 2 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
C h a r l e s  W i n c h e s t e r ' s  r e p o r t ,  was  e i g h t  y e a r s  a t  t h r e e
d o l l a r s  a m o n t h .  The  a l l o w a n c e  o f  f o o d  was  e i g h t  o u n c e s
o f  s a l t  b e e f ,  a n d  o n e  a n d  a h a l f  p o u n d s  o f  p l a n t a i n s ,
b e a n s  o r  o t h e r  a l i m e n t a r y  f o o d .  M e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  was
g u a r a n t e e d  i n  i n f i r m a r i e s  w i t h o u t  l o s s  o f  p a y  f o r  15
d a y s ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e  p a y  s t o p p e d ,  b u t  t h e  p a t i e n t
c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  i n f i r m a r y  w i t h o u t  e x p e n s e  t i l l  t h e
t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t .  Two s u i t s  o f  c l o t h e s ,  a
w o o l l e n  j a c k e t ,  a n d  a b l a n k e t  w e r e  a l l o w e d  y e a r l y .  Wages
1 2c omme nc e d  f r o m t h e  d a y  o f  a r r i v a l  a t  H a v a n a .
F o u r  o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t s  w h i c h  w e r e  p r o p o s e d  by 
J .  G a r d i n e r  A u s t i n  i n  1 8 5 9 , ^  Don Roman B i d a u  i n  1860 , ^  
t h e  A s i a t i c  Company o f  H a v a n a  i n  1 8 6 0 , ^  a n d  Don F r a n c i s c o  
L l u c h  i n  1 8 6 7 ^  a r e  s t i l l  p r e s e r v e d .  A u s t i n ' s  c o n t r a c t  
s e t  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e ,  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  r e q u i r e d  e i g h t  
y e a r s ;  b u t  a l l  o f  t h e m  r a i s e d  t h e  m o n t h l y  p a y m e n t  t o  f o u r  
d o l l a r s .  O t h e r  y e a r l y  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  a l a b o u r e r  m e n t i o n e d  
i n  t h e s e  c o n t r a c t s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  1 8 5 2 .
The C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  f o r  B r i t i s h  G u i a n a  a n d  T r i n i d a d
w e r e  e n g a g e d  f o r  a t e r m  o f  f i v e  y e a r s ,  b u t  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s
1 7w e r e  a l m o s t  t h e  s ame a s  t h o s e  f o r  Cu b a .  T h o s e  f o r  t h e  
F r e n c h  c o l o n y ,  M a r t i n i q u e ,  w e r e  u n d e r  t e r m s  o f  e i g h t  y e a r s
o f  s e r v i c e ,  a m o n t h l y  p a y m e n t  o f  f o u r  p i a s t r e s  a n d  o t h e r
r  . . 18 f r e e  p r o v i s i o n s .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  a c o n t r a c t  f o r  P e r u  made  f r o m  a b o u t  
1 8 6 8 ,  t h e  t e r m  o f  c o n t r a c t  was  e i g h t  y e a r s  a t  f o u r  d o l l a r s  
p e r  m o n t h .  L o d g i n g ,  f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  m e d i c a l  c a r e  w e r e  
f r e e  o f  c h a r g e .  The  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  u n d e r  t h i s  c o n t r a c t
4 5
was required to serve as agricultural worker, gardener,
shepherd, house servant, or general workman. Wages
commenced from the day on which the labourer began to 
19s e rve .
One notable thing among the terms of these contracts
is that all contracts for the West Indies and Cuba,
except Austin's, are transferable. Because of this
provision, almost all Chinese labourers were sold by
20auction after they arrived at Cuba as well as Peru.
3. Emigration agents
The shipment of Chinese labourers from Chinese 
seaports was generally carried on by the following three 
kinds of peop le :
a. Captains of emigration ships;
b. Emigration agents authorized by foreign 
count rie s;
c. Local brokers .
Chinese labourers brought to Australia in the early
days came through the hands of the first group of people.
The capitalists chartered vessels in Australia and sent
them to Chinese seaports. After they arrived there, the
captains of these vessels sought foreign agents at the
ports of embarkation to procure the required number.^
Under this system, the Chinese emigrants were examined by
the captains of emigration ships. Those who were eligible
were marked by the captains and kept in the agent's
2receiving stations. The agents then arranged the 
contract which was signed by the Chinese emigrants and the 
captain and, at the same time, an advance was paid to the3emigrant by the captain. After this procedure, the
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C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  s e n t  on b o a r d  t h e  s h i p s ,  t o g e t h e r
w i t h  a l l  p r o v i s i o n s  n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  v o y a g e ,  a nd  a l l  o t h e r
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w e r e  t a k e n  by  t h e  c a p t a i n s .  The a g e n t
4
o n l y  a c t e d  as  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  T „ B„ S i m p s o n  f o r  New S o u t h
W a l e s , ^  A l e x a n d e r  J o h n s t o n e  f o r  V i c t o r i a , ^  C a p t a i n
7
D o u g l a s  f o r  t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y ,  w e r e  f a mo u s  among t h e  
c a p t a i n s  d e s p a t c h e d  e i t h e r  by  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  
o r  by  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  C o l o n i a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .
The s e c o n d  g r o u p  i n c l u d e d  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t s  
a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  F r e n c h  a n d  S p a n i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
T h e s e  t y p e  o f  p e r s o n s  f i r s t  a p p e a r e d  i n  1852 when 
J , T .  W h i t e  was  a p p o i n t e d  as  B r i t i s h  E m i g r a t i o n  Ag e n t  i n
g
C h i n a  a n d  made Amoy h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  A f t e r  t h e
d i s t u r b a n c e  a t  Amoy he  moved  h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  Hong 
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Kong.  I n  1859  J ,  G a r d i n e r  A u s t i n  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  p o s i t i o n
as  B r i t i s h  E m i g r a t i o n  A g e n t  m  C h i n a  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t
e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e s  be  s e t  up a t  C a n t o n  a n d  Swa t ow as  w e l l
a s  h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  Hong K o n g . ^  Hi s  p l a n  was  q u i c k l y
a p p r o v e d  by  t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ^  a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e
1 2a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  C a n t o n .  H i s  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  a t  C a n t o n
1 3was  o p e n e d  on  N o v e m b e r  5 , 1859, a n d  T h e o p h i l u s  Sa mps on
1 4was  a p p o i n t e d  b y  h i m as  a g e n t .  The F r e n c h  a n d  S p a n i s h
a u t h o r i t i e s  s o o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e s  a t  C a n t o n  
15t o o .
At  t h e s e  h o u s e s ,  C h i n e s e  who w i s h e d  t o  o b t a i n  
e m p l o y m e n t  i n  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  r e g i s t e r .  
I f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  p l a c e  o f  d e s t i n a t i o n  
w e r e  a c c e p t e d  by  b o t h  p a r t i e s ,  a r e g i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  be  
m a d e . ^  The r e g i s t e r e d  e m i g r a n t  was  r e q u i r e d  t o  s t a y  a t  
t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  f o r  f o u r  d a y s  b e f o r e  s i g n i n g  h i s  
c o n t r a c t .  I f  he  r e q u i r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  t i m e  f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  he  was  a l l o w e d  t o  d e l a y  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f
h i s  c o n t r a c t  u n t i l  t e n  d a y s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  a b o v e  
1 1r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  D u r i n g  h i s  s t a y  a t  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e
t h e  e m i g r a n t  was  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a c o p y  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t
u n d e r  w h i c h  i t  was p r o p o s e d  t o  e n g a g e  h i m ,  w h i c h  was  r e a d
o v e r  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  t o  h i m i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e
I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s .  When t h e  d a y  was  f i x e d  f o r  s i g n i n g
h i s  c o n t r a c t  a n d  t h e  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  he
was b r o u g h t  up a n d  q u e s t i o n e d  by  t h e  I n s p e c t i n g  O f f i c e r s
as  t o  w h e t h e r  h e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  t e r m s  o f  h i s  c o n t r a c t ,  and
w h e t h e r  he  i n t e n d e d  t o  e m i g r a t e .  I f  he  s t a t e d  h i s
w i l l i n g n e s s ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t  w o u l d  t h e n  be  s i g n e d  a n d  t h e
a d v a n c e s  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  w e r e  p a i d  t o  t h e
e m i g r a n t .  A f t e r  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e ,  h e  was n o t  a l l o w e d  t o
1 8q u i t  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e .  V e s s e l s  f o r  s h i p p i n g
e m i g r a n t s  w e r e  c h a r t e r e d  by  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t s .  I f
t h e  g e n e r a l  f i t n e s s  o f  t h e  v e s s e l s  a n d  p r o v i s i o n s  w e r e
c e r t i f i e d  by t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  c u s t o m - h o u s e ,  t h e y  w e r e
19a l l o w e d  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  s e a .  A l l  p e r s o n s  e m p l o y e d  by  t h e
e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  t o  c o l l e c t  e m i g r a n t s  h a d  t o  be  r e g i s t e r e d
a t  t h e  O f f i c e s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  K wa n g t u n g  a n d  t h e  c o n s u l
o f  t h e  n a t i o n  t o  w h i c h  t h e  a g e n t  o f  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e
b e l o n g e d ;  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  a s p e c i a l  p a s s  f r o m  t h e  f o r m e r
20a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e m t o  be  s o  e m p l o y e d .
The  t h i r d  g r o u p  was  t h e  m a m  f o r c e  i n  h a n d l i n g  
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f i f t i e s ,  s i x t i e s  a n d  
s e v e n t i e s .  T h e s e  b r o k e r s  w e r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  E u r o p e a n
m e r c h a n t s  and  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  i n  C h i n a  f o r  some y e a r s
22Some o f  t h e m c o u l d  s p e a k  t h e  C h i n e s e  l a n g u a g e .  The
C h i n e s e ,  t o  s a v e  t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  o f f i c e r s ,
2 3p r e f e r r e d  t o  wo r k  t h r o u g h  E u r o p e a n  f i r m s .  E u r o p e a n s
w e r e  p r o t e c t e d  by  t r e a t i e s ,  a n d  e n j o y e d  f r e e d o m  f r om 
2 4C h i n e s e  l a w s .  When t h e i r  C h i n e s e  s u b - a g e n t s  w e r e
21
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arrested by Chinese authorities, the European agents
frequently either sent their name cards with messages or
went themselves to obtain the release of such sub-agent.
Because of this privilege, Francis Darby Syme, the
British merchant at Amoy, had caused a great disturbance
2 6at Amoy in November, 1852,
25
The nationalities of these agents were British, 27
28 29 30 31 32American, French, German, Spanish, Portuguese,
3 3 3 4Dutch, Peruvian etc.
35Of all the agents, J. Tait, the owner of Messrs
Tait Co., was the most distinguished one. He himself
was a British subject, but at the same time had been
appointed as Spanish, Dutch and Portuguese consul at
Amoy, His agents had been in all southern ports of 
3 6China. The business carried on by these people was
commercial - based on the best means they could devise,
the largest profit they could make. They sought customers
from overseas and acted as middle men. The Chinese
labourers brought to their receiving stations were checked
by their men. If they were strong they would be
immediately locked up until vessels were ready for shipping 
37them. Vessels were generally chartered by these agents.
They were also responsible for bedding, clothing, 
accommodation and provisions for the Chinese labourers on 
b oard ships.^
This system of emigration was soon used by
unprincipled men, both European and Chinese, taking upon
themselves the offices of brokers, and then making money
39from their victims. In Macao Chinese labourers were
even sold by their brokers in batches to speculators for 
40Cuba or Peru. After systems of inspection were 
established in Hong Kong, Canton, Swatow, Macao and
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Singapore, the activities of the emigration agents at
these ports were limited. According to the regulations
laid down, they were required to be licensed and their
businesses were to be checked by the officers appointed by
4 1the respective authorities.
But none of the above mentioned three groups could
procure Chinese labourers without using Chinese sub-
42agents or crimps, A Chinese sub-agent in Chinese was
4 S 4 4 4 Stermed K'o T'ou, Tow Kay, or Kih-Tow, or Kheh-Shaon,
In British documents, such a person was called a
'crimp' .^  They were all native people and some of them
had been servants to, or employed in some capacity by,
47foreign firms and had been found sharp and intelligent.
Actually, they were men of the lowest character, their
hearts hard and their deeds inhuman; no really respectable
Chinese would like to engage in a trade regarded as the
48selling of men to foreign merchants.
In November, 1 859 , twenty-five kidnappers active in
the Whampoa area were arrested by the officers of Viceroy 
49Lao. From the depositions made by the twenty-five 
kidnappers, they all were very poor, some of them were 
single men and their ages were between twenty-two and 
forty,^ The following table shows their family 
background:
No, of Family Background
Deposition Mother Father Wife Children
Profession Age
1 x
2 x
3
o o Pewterer, 29
o o Boatman. 2 9
Practice 28
surgery,
Drug store 
assist ant.
4 36
5 0
No. of 
Deposition
Family Background 
Mother Father Wife Children
Profession Age
5 Seller of 
spectacles.
29
6 40
7 Without a 
trade.
26
8 Pulling boat, 24
9 X X 0 0 Unemployed. 31
10 0 0 0 0 38
11
12
13
14
15 X 0 X 0 F arme r .
16 31
17 X 0 0 0 Shopkeeper. 30
18 X 0 0 0 Lab ourer. 24
19
20 X 0 X 0 Herbalist. 25
2 1 X o o o Shop worker. 22
22
23
24 X 0 0 o Small
Shopkeeper,
30
25 X 0 0 0 Lab oure r . 24
x 'yes’ 
o 'no*
These men were employed by European agents to collect
labourers.^  Some of them acted as leaders and controlled
a number of scouts. They themselves proceeded or sent out
5 2their scouts to the villages in the neighbourhood to
inveigle and seduce, or still worse, to kidnap the 
5 3inhabitants. They were given a capitation fee for
5 4every Chinese labourer brought to the receiving station.
So their profits depended upon the numbers procured. If 
they failed to persuade a man to go with them voluntarily, 
then they used false promises or other means
It is apparent that the system of head money given by 
the foreign agents to the Chinese sub-agents or crimps had 
introduced elements of fraud into their proceedings,^  
Could foreign agents procure Chinese labourers without 
using Chinese sub-agents? This had been discussed by the 
people concerned in the fifties, sixties and seventies, 
Their answers were 'no1. This was because the foreigners, 
in the first place, had no authorized or respectable
5 7sources to apply to for the men they wanted to emigrate
and, secondly, because they were not permitted to travel
freely in the rural districts of China according to the
treaty stipulations. Therefore, it was deemed that the
employment of Chinese sub-agents was necessary, but
suggestions were made that they be paid at a fixed 
5 8salary. The main factor that was ignored was the
Chinese side. Had the Chinese government taken charge of 
the business of emigration, the whole situation would have 
been entirely changed.
4. Collecting methods
The business of Chinese emigration was predominantly 
controlled by foreigners assisted by the Chinese of the 
lowest class. Their principal aim in life was to fill 
their receiving stations. These people obtained a great 
number of Chinese labourers from the southeastern
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p r o v i n c e s  o f  C h i n a ,  u s i n g  i l l e g a l  m e a n s ,  s u c h  a s  g a m b l i n g ,  
t e m p t i n g ,  d e c e i v i n g ,  p u r c h a s i n g ,  e t c -  When a l l  t h e  a b o v e  
m e t h o d s  o f  r e c r u i t i n g  w e r e  e x h a u s t e d ,  t h e y  r e s o r t e d  t o  
o p e n  k i d n a p p i n g  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  a n d  some p a r t s  o f  i n l a n d  
C h i n a ,
The  a g e n t s  o r  b r o k e r s  g e n e r a l l y  s e n t  t h e i r  s c o u t s  o r
c r i m p s  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  o f  t h e  p o r t s
t o  d i s t r i b u t e  p r i n t e d  h a n d - b i l l s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  t e r m s  o f
t h e  c o n t r a c t s  a n d  h a u n t e d  t h e  r e s o r t s  o f  t h e  p o o r  a nd  i d l e
a b o u t  t h e  t o w n s .  T h e s e  c r i m p s  a c t e d  g e n e r a l l y  as  t o u t s  ^
a n d  w e r e  g i v e n  s o  much a h e a d  f o r  e a c h  p e r s o n  p r o c u r e d .
Few o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  h a d  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t s
e x p l a i n e d  u n t i l  t h e y  h a d  p l a c e d  t h e m s e l v e s  u n d e r  an
o b l i g a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e  p o r t  o f  e m b a r k a t i o n ,
t h e y  w e r e  t a k e n  away f r o m  t h e i r  me a ns  o f  s u p p o r t  a n d  h a d
no money a n d  t h u s  no me a ns  f o r  t h e i r  r e t u r n ,  s o  t h e y  h a d
no  a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  t e r m s  o f f e r e d  o r  s t a r v e .
Some o f  t h o s e  who came u n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w e r e
p r o v e d  on e x a m i n a t i o n  t o  be  p h y s i c a l l y  d e f e c t i v e ,  a nd
2
r e j e c t e d  a nd  t u r n e d  a d r i f t  t o  d i e  on t h e  s t r e e t .  The
p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  was  s t r i c t l y  o b s e r v e d ;  a b o u t  one
t h i r d  o f  t h o s e  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  w e r e  r e j e c t e d  f o r  h e a l t h
3
r e a s o n s  o r  b e c a u s e  o f  a g e .  The a g e n t  was  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  
s h i p ’s s u r g e o n  , ^
I n  Swa t ow t h e s e  u n f o r t u n a t e s  w e r e  k e p t  i n  s m a l l e r  
n u m b e r s  a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  p u t  on b o a r d  t h e  l o r c h a s  
( t h e  l a r g e s t  j u n k s )  a t  n i g h t .  The v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  p o r t  
was  c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  g a i n e d  f r o m  f r e q u e n t  
s t e a m  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  Ma c a o .  I f  t h e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  
s h i p p e d  f r o m l o n e l y  p l a c e s  on t h e  c o a s t ,  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  
t h e  k i d n a p p e d  men w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  s t i r  up t r o u b l e  a r o u n d  
t h e i r  v e s s e l s . ^
5 3
At Whampoa, apart from the lorchas and sea-going 
vessels taking Chinese labourers to Macao, Hong Kong or 
foreign destinations, the steam boats regularly travelling 
between Canton and Macao were used by the brokers as a 
means of trans-shipping their victims. One notorious case 
was the American ship Spark,  ^ Chinese labourers on board 
this ship were under the charge of crimps, scattered about 
the passenger deck or standing together in corners to be 
as free as possible from observation. On arrival m  
Macao, each of these crimps brought his men to gangways 
and put them into boats despatched for the barracoons 
(sheds for Chinese labourers) of their respective 
employers. Carrying Chinese labourers away was exactly 
like shipping sheep, said Theophilus Sampson, the British 
Emigration Agent, on his way to Macao:
They lowered their shoulders till caught by 
people in the boat exactly in the same manner, 
and with just the same cares as sheep might be 
discharged from a vessel, as they reached the 
boat in safety they instinctively crouched in 
the farthest corner each trying, without a look 
of recognition, and with averted face to shun 
all notice of what was going on. The 
countenances of those coolies indicated a 
forlorn knowledge that they had already become 
the property of another; hopeless and callous 
indifference seemed to have full possession of 
them.7
In addition, the brokers at Macao sent out their lorchas 
or other craft equipped with guns, sailing under no flag, 
to the creeks and bays of the China seaboard where they at 
times attacked villages and carried off the people, and at 
other times inveigled labourers on board, where they were 
immediately put under hatches, and as soon as a sufficient
g
cargo was collected, were brought to Macao.
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The a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  Hong Kong h a d  c a u g h t  one  s u c h  
9
v e s s e l .  The M a g i s t r a t e  o f  T i e n p a i  ( a  c i t y  n e a r  Kwangchow 
Wan) i n  J a n u a r y  1866 c a p t u r e d  t wo  o f  t h e s e  k i d n a p p i n g  
v e s s e l s  on b o a r d  w h i c h  t h e r e  w e r e  t wo C h i n e s e  a n d  a 
f o r e i g n e r .  The  t wo  C h i n e s e  w e r e  l a t e r  e x e c u t e d  a f t e r  t h e y  
h a d  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  k i d n a p p e d  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s  a n d  
s o l d  t h e m a t  f i v e  t o  e i g h t  d o l l a r s  e a c h .  The f o r e i g n e r  
was  l a t e r  r e l e a s e d , ^
The t r a n s p o r t s  u s e d  i n  c a r r y i n g  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  t o  
S i n g a p o r e  w e r e  C h i n e s e  j u n k s  a n d  f o r e i g n  s h i p s ,  T h e s e  
w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  c h a r t e r e d  by  a g e n t s .  A b o u t  t h r e e  w e e k s  
b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  o f  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  s h i p s ,  b a n d s  o f  men 
w e r e  f o r m e d  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  K ' o  T ' o u  o r  
h e a d m a n  who was  g e n e r a l l y ,  b u t  n o t  a l w a y s ,  a r e t u r n e d  
e m i g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  S t r a i t s  S e t t l e m e n t s ;  t h e  K ' o  T ' o u  t o o k  
h i s  b a n d  t o  a l o d g i n g  h o u s e  a t  t h e  p o r t  o f  e m b a r k a t i o n  
u n t i l  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  was  a r r a n g e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e n t  o f  t h e  
s h i p  - i n v a r i a b l y  a E u r o p e a n  f i r m . ^
The g e n e r a l  m e t h o d  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s
was  as  s hown a b o v e ,  b u t  t h e  wa ys  a n d  me a ns  o f  o b t a i n i n g
l a b o u r e r s  e m p l o y e d  by  t h e  a g e n t s  a n d  b r o k e r s  v a r i e d  f r o m  
1 2one  t o  a n o t h e r  a n d  may be  g r o u p e d  u n d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
c l a s s e s  :
T e m p t i n g .
T h e r e  a r e  t wo  k i n d s  o f  t e m p t a t i o n  - m a t e r i a l  a s  w e l l
a s  s p i r i t u a l ,  F o o d ,  l o d g i n g ,  c l o t h e s ,  mone y  a n d  s o  on
w e r e  t h e  m o s t  common t h i n g s  o f f e r e d  by  t h e  c r i m p s  t o
p e o p l e  who w e r e  i n  g r e a t  n e e d .  B e i n g  u n a b l e  t o  r e d e e m
t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  t h e y  p l a c e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  pawn t o  t h e
c r e d i t o r ,  who was  p r o b a b l y  t h e  c r i m p  h i m s e l f ,  o r  one  o f  
1 3h i s  a g e n t s .  T h o s e  who w e r e  f o n d  o f  t r a v e l ,  t h e a t r e ,  o r
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o t h e r  e x h i b i t i o n s  w e r e  i n v i t e d  by  t h e  c r i m p s  t o  go w i t h
t h e m .  When t h e y  r e a c h e d  a s e c l u d e d  s p o t ,  t h e  c r i m p s  w o u l d
1 4c a r r y  t h e m o f f  by f o r c e .  I n  1 8 8 6 ,  a woman n a me d  We i - L o
S h i h  i n d u c e d  a man t o  come t o  h e r  b o a t ,  d r u g g e d  h i m a n d  
s o l d  h i m t o  t h e  c r i m p s .  T h i s  p l o t  was  d i s c o v e r e d ,  t h e  
woman was  t r i e d  a n d  l a t e r  e x e c u t e d . ^
G a m b l i n g .
G a m b l i n g  i n  C h i n a ,  e v e n  t o d a y ,  i s  a p o p u l a r
a m u s e m e n t ,  T h r o u g h  a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  g a m b l i n g  i n s t i n c t  o f
t h e  C h i n e s e ,  t h e  a g e n t s  o f  b r o k e r s  g a i n e d  many o f  t h e i r
v i c t i m s .  Th e y  g e n e r a l l y  l e n t  a few d o l l a r s  t o  t h o s e  who
w e r e  f o n d  o f  a game a n d  c o n d u c t e d  t h e m t o  a h o u s e  o r  a
b o a t  t o  p l a y ,  D u r i n g  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  t h e  g a me ,  when
t h e y  w e r e  l o s i n g ,  t h e y  r i s k e d  t h e i r  l i b e r t y .  B e i n g  a
l o s e r ,  t h e y  w e r e  t a k e n  q u i e t l y  t o  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  s t a t i o n
16a nd  a f t e r w a r d s  s h i p p e d  a b r o a d .
D e c e i v i n g .
D e c e i v i n g  was o f t e n  e m p l o y e d  by  t h e  c r i m p s .  O f f e r i n g
a j o b  was  common,  To t h o s e  who w e r e  u n e m p l o y e d  t h e  c r i m p s
e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  s y m p a t h y  o r  p r e t e n d e d  t o  be  an o l d
a c q u a i n t a n c e  a n d  u r g e d  t h e m  t o  come t o  one  o f  t h e  s e a p o r t s
w h e r e  t h e  c r i m p  w o u l d  p r e t e n d  t o  s e c u r e  e m p l o y m e n t  f o r
t h e m i n  a f o r e i g n  f i r m  o r  on a f o r e i g n  s h i p  on h i g h l y
1 7a d v a n t a g e o u s  t e r m s .  I f  t h e y  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e s e  p r o m i s e s ,
t h e y  w e r e  t a k e n  t o  l o d g i n g s  o r  on b o a r d  a s h i p ,  a n d  t h e n
1 8d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e i r  l i b e r t y ,  Some c r i m p s  p r e t e n d e d  t o
b u y  g o o d s  f r o m  a s h o p  a n d  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  s h o p k e e p e r  t o  t a k e
19t h e  g o o d s  t o  a s h i p  w h e r e  t h e y  t o o k  t h e  s h o p k e e p e r  away .
Some p r e t e n d e d  t o  be  a u t h o r i s e d  t o  e n g a g e  s o l d i e r s .  A f t e r
t h e y  g o t  t h e m w i t h i n  t h e i r  p o w e r ,  t h e y  d r o v e  t h e m  i n t o  
2 0p r e p a r e d  p i t s .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  c r i m p s  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e i r
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b o a t s  i n t o  c o a s t a l  c r e e k s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  t h e n  h o i s t e d  t h e i r
f l a g s ,  i n v i t i n g  t h e  p o o r  n a t i v e s  on b o a r d  t h e  c h a r i t a b l e
l o r c h a s ,  a n d ,  when  t h e y  s t e p p e d  on b o a r d ,  t h e y  w e r e  p u s h e d
2 1b e l o w ,  a n d  t h e  h a t c h e s  s e c u r e d  a b o v e  t h e m .
P u r c h a s i n g .
Among t h e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  r e c e i v i n g
s t a t i o n s ,  some w e r e  p u r c h a s e d  a t  l ow p r i c e s  by  t h e
b r o k e r s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y
C h i n e s e  t r a v e l l i n g  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  by  s h i p  w e r e
2 2f r e q u e n t l y  t a k e n  by  p i r a t e s  a n d  s o l d  as  s l a v e s .  T h i s  
was  s t i l l  t r u e  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  A w e l l  
known e x a m p l e  was  o f  a g r o u p  o f  An n a me s e  s o l d i e r s
23c a p t u r e d  by  p i r a t e  s h i p s  a n d  s o l d  a t  t h e  Ma c a o  b a r r a c o o n .
F i g h t i n g  b e t w e e n  t wo  c l a n s  was  a common t h i n g  i n  C h i n a ,
P u r c h a s i n g  o f  c a p t i v e s  f r o m t h e  v i c t o r s  was  a n o t h e r  way o f
2 4o b t a i n i n g  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s .  I d l e r s  a n d  c r i m i n a l s  i n
t h e  v i l l a g e s  d i s c a r d e d  by  v i l l a g e  e l d e r s  g e n e r a l l y  f e l l
i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  b r o k e r s .  A f r i e n d  a l s o  o f t e n
b e t r a y e d  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  a r e l a t i v e  h i s  k i n s m a n  a n d  a man h i s  
2 5own b r o t h e r s .  I n  N o v e m b e r ,  1 8 6 6 ,  a s t o r y  a b o u t  a
k i d n a p p e r  o f  h i s  own f a t h e r  was  w i d e l y  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  
C a n t o n .  T h i s  k i d n a p p e r  l i v e d  i n  t h e  S u n o n  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  
K w a n g t u n g  p r o v i n c e .  He was  a n  i d l e  man i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
n o t h i n g  b u t  k i d n a p p i n g .  One d a y  an e v i l  i d e a  s t r u c k  h i m ,  
he  w e n t  home a n d  t o l d  h i s  f a t h e r  t h a t  a f r i e n d  a n d  he  h a d  
j o i n e d  i n  o p e n i n g  a s h o p  a n d  d e s i r e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  s e r v i c e s  
a s  an  o v e r s e e r .  The  f a t h e r  was  d e l i g h t e d  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  
s t a r t e d  o f f ,  a n d  p r e s e n t l y  came t o  a f o r e i g n  h o u s e  w h e r e  a 
f o r e i g n e r  l o c k e d  h i m  up a n d  g a v e  t h e  s o n  some mo n e y ,  The 
f o r e i g n e r  was  mo v e d  a f t e r  b e i n g  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  k i d n a p p e r  
was  h i s  s o n  a n d  l i b e r a t e d  h i m .  The k i d n a p p e r  was  
s u r p r i s e d  t o  s e e  h i s  f a t h e r  b a c k ,  b u t  t h e  l a t t e r  s p o k e
k i n d l y  t o  h i m :  ' I  h a v e  e s c a p e d  by  t h e  m e r c y  o f  God;  s o ,
my s o n ,  y o u  must p r e p a r e  a f e a s t  w h e r e w i t h  t o  r e t u r n
t h a n k s  t o  t h e  g o d s ' .  W h i l e  t h e  s o n  was  p r e p a r i n g  t h e
f e a s t ,  t h e  f a t h e r  t o l d  h i s  t a l e  t o  a l l  h i s  f r i e n d s .
D u r i n g  t h e  f e a s t  t h e  f a t h e r  s u d d e n l y  r o s e  a n d  c a l l e d  on
a l l  p r e s e n t  t o  s e i z e  h i s  s o n  a n d  c u t  h i m w i t h  s w o r d s ;
2 6t h e y  t h e n  t o o k  h i m t o  t h e  r i v e r  a n d  d r o w n e d  h i m .  We do
n o t  know w h e t h e r  t h i s  s t o r y  was  t r u e  o r  n o t ,  b u t  j u d g i n g
f r o m s i m i l a r  s t o r i e s  o f  p u n i s h i n g  an  u n f i l i a l  s o n
f r e q u e n t l y  f o u n d  i n  C h i n e s e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i f  i t  h a p p e n e d ,
no  o n e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s u r p r i s e d  i n  o l d  C h i n a .  C h i l d r e n
a n d  women,  t o o ,  h a d  b e e n  s h i p p e d  t o  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  by
2 7t h e s e  b r o k e r s  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  C h i n a .
K i d n a p p i n g .
K i d n a p p i n g  was  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  b r o k e r s  a s  t h e  
s i m p l e s t  a n d  e a s i e s t  m e t h o d  o f  o b t a i n i n g  C h i n e s e  
l a b o u r e r s .  The wa ys  o f  d e p r i v i n g  s o m e o n e  o f  l i b e r t y  by  
f o r c e  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  From t h e  
d e p o s i t i o n s  made  by  t h e  k i d n a p p e d  p e r s o n s ,  t h e  m e t h o d s  o f  
k i d n a p p i n g  u s e d  by  t h e  k i d n a p p e r s  w e r e  n u m e r o u s .
G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  k i d n a p p i n g  was  c o n d u c t e d  by  t h r e e  o r  
f i v e  c r i m p s  i n  a s e c l u d e d  p l a c e ,  s u c h  as  a s m a l l  v i l l a g e ,
a q u i e t  s t r e e t ,  c r e e k s  a l o n g  t h e  s e a c o a s t ,  s m a l l  r i v e r s ,
* 28 e t c .
B e t w e e n  1859  a n d  1 8 6 0 ,  wh e n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  C h i n e s e
e m i g r a t i o n  f l o u r i s h e d  i n  t h e  C a n t o n  a r e a ,  t h e  c r i m p s  h a d
b e e n  k i d n a p p i n g  up t h e  P e a r l  R i v e r  f o r  a b o u t  t h i r t y  
29m i l e s .  I t  was  r u m o u r e d  i n  C a n t o n  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  was
30a l i v e  w i t h  k i d n a p p e r s ,  No p l a c e  was  s a f e  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  
f i e l d s  o r  on t h e  r i v e r .  E v e n  t h e  s e r v a n t  o f  B i d a u ,  t h e  
a g e n t  o f  C h i n e s e  E m i g r a t i o n  a t  C a n t o n ,  was  a f r a i d  o f  g o i n g  
f o r  a q u a r t e r  o f  a m i l e  n e a r  Whampoa ,  f o r  f e a r  t h a t  he
5 8
3 1s h o u l d  h i m s e l f  be  k i d n a p p e d .  B e s i d e s  t h e  a b o v e -
m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  r e p o r t s  o f  f i s h i n g  b o a t s  h a v i n g  b e e n
32c a p t u r e d ,  t h e  men d e t a i n e d  a n d  t h e i r  b o a t s  s u n k .
The f o l l o w i n g  t wo  k i d n a p p i n g  c a s e s ,  q u o t e d  f r o m t h e  
d e p o s i t i o n s  o f  k i d n a p p e d  p e r s o n s ,  s how how t h e  k i d n a p p e r s  
c a r r i e d  on t h e i r  b u s i n e s s ,  I n  t h e  f i r s t  c a s e  t h e  
k i d n a p p e d  man was  c a l l e d  A h - c h e n ,  a n a t i v e  o f  S a - c h u a n  i n  
K w a n g t u n g ,  A n a t i v e  o f  h i s  v i l l a g e  e n g a g e d  h i m as  a c o o k  
t o  r e s i d e  a t  New Town n e a r  Whampoa.  One d a y ,  when  h i s  
b o a t  l a y  a l o n g s i d e  o n e  o f  t h e  c r i m p ' s  b o a t s ,  A h - c h e n  was  
f o r c e d  on b o a r d  i t ;  b u t  he  r e s i s t e d ,  j u m p e d  o v e r b o a r d  a n d  
b e g a n  s w i m m i n g .  H i s  c r i e s  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a
33c o n s t a b l e  on d u t y ,  who p i c k e d  h i m up a n d  s a v e d  h i s  l i f e .  
The  o t h e r  c a s e  was  t o l d  by  W.H.  D e v i n e ,  B r i t i s h  V i c e -  
C o n s u l  a t  Whampoa ,  who s a v e d  a C h i n e s e  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r .  I n  
a p l a c e  name d  Sa n  Tow L a n ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  was  f o r c i b l y  s e i z e d  
by  some me n ,  p u t  i n t o  a C h i n e s e  b o a t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  k i d n a p p e d  p e r s o n  u nknown  t o  h i m ,  a n d  b r o u g h t  down 
t o  Whampoa.  The t wo k i d n a p p e d  men w e r e  d e l i v e r e d  o v e r  t o  
a f o r e i g n  b o a t  j u s t  a b o u t  t o  l e a v e .  He saw h i s  c h a n c e  a nd  
j u m p e d  o v e r b o a r d , ^
Te n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  C h i n e s e  w e r e  k i d n a p p e d  and  
c a r r i e d  away by  t h e  c r i m p s  a n d  b r o k e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  
h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  No body  h e l p e d  t h e m  a n d  
t h e y  h a d  no c h a n c e  t o  t e l l  t h e i r  s t o r i e s .  The  a b o v e  
m e n t i o n e d  t wo  men w e r e  among a f ew f o r t u n a t e s  t o  make 
t h e i r  e s c a p e  a n d  b r i n g  t h e  a b u s e  t o  l i g h t .
5.  R e c e i v i n g  s t a t i o n
Two k i n d s  o f  r e c e i v i n g  s t a t i o n s  w e r e  f o u n d  i n  a l l  
p o r t s  o f  e m b a r k a t i o n :  one  was  a b u i l d i n g  on t h e  s h o r e  and
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t h e  o t h e r  was  a b o a t  o r  s h i p  on t h e  w a t e r .  Of  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  s h o r e ,  some w e r e  r e n t e d  h o u s e s  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r s  w e r e  w o o d e n  o r  b a mboo  h o u s e s  b u i l t  by  t h e  
e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t s ;  b u t  a l l  w e r e  i n  v e r y  p o o r  c o n d i t i o n .  
T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  b o r e  many n a m e s :  s h e d  i n  Amoy,  e a t i n g -  
h o u s e  i n  S wa t o w,  d e p o t  o r  w a r e h o u s e  m  Hong Kong ,  
b a r r a c o o n  i n  M a c a o ,  a n d  g u e s t  h o u s e  i n  S i n g a p o r e ;  b u t  t h e  
C h i n e s e  c a l l e d  t h e m  ' T z u - T z u - K w a n ' ,
The s h e d s  i n  Amoy w e r e  b u i l t  o f  wood a n d  b a mb o o  o f  a
t e m p o r a r y  n a t u r e .  The one  b e l o n g i n g  t o  F r a n c i s  Da r b y
Syme was  s i t u a t e d  i n  f r o n t  o f  h i s  f i r m , ^  a n d  h a d  t h r e e
d o o r s ,  b u t  o n l y  one  o p e n e d ,  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  C h i n e s e
2
l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d -  I n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t h i s
3
s h e d  was  a s q u a r e ,  d i v i d e d  by  b a mb o o  p o s t s ,  A man a t  t h e  
o p e n e d  d o o r ,  a n o t h e r  t wo  a t  t h e  o t h e r  d o o r s ,  i f  t h e y  w e r e
o p e n e d ,  w o u l d  be  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p r e v e n t  any  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e
4 5l a b o u r e r s  f r o m g o i n g  o u t .  The s k e t c h  o f  S y m e ' s  s h e d  i s
s hown on p . 6 0 ,
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e s e  s h e d s  w e r e  c h a r g e d  
f o r  t h e i r  b o a r d  a n d  l o d g i n g .  The  a d v a n c e  w h i c h  t h e y  
r e c e i v e d  f r o m t h e  a g e n t s  l e f t  l e s s  t h a n  t wo  d o l l a r s  a f t e r  
t h e y  p a i d  t h e s e  e x p e n s e s , ^
A f t e r  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  o c c u r r e d  a t  Amoy,  s i m i l a r
s h e d s  w e r e  f o u n d  on  t h e  C h i n e s e  m a i n l a n d  a t  S w a t o w ,  n e a r  
7
Namoa ,  T h e s e  s h e d s  w e r e  o r d i n a r y  h o u s e s  h i r e d  by  t h e
g
b r o k e r s  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  Swa t ow c a l l e d  t h e m e a t i n g -
h o u s e s ,  T h e r e  w e r e  t w e n t y  t o  t h i r t y  s u c h  e a t i n g - h o u s e s  a t
9
Swa t ow i n  1 8 7 6 ,  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  k e p t  i n  t h e s e  
h o u s e s  f o r  t w e n t y  d a y s  o r  a m o n t h  b e f o r e  e m b a r k a t i o n , ^
At  Hong Kong ,  J ,  G a r d i n e r  A u s t i n  h a d  b u i l t  a ba mboo  
d e p o t ^  b u t  o t h e r  a g e n t s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  h i r e  w a r e h o u s e s  a s
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1 2d e p o t s ,  T h e s e  d e p o t s  w e r e  l a t e r  p u t  u n d e r  t h e
s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  E m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e r  m  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
an o r d i n a n c e  a n n o u n c e d  by  t h e  Hong Kong g o v e r n m e n t  i n
1867  . 12 A
B e f o r e  N o v e m b e r , 1 8 5 9 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  no r e c e i v i n g
s t a t i o n s  on t h e  l a n d  o f  C a n t o n ,  The e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  a t
C a n t o n  was  s t a r t e d  by  J ,  G a r d i n e r  A u s t i n  a f t e r  h i s  p l a n
f o r  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  was  a p p r o v e d  by  b o t h  t h e  A l l i e d
1 3C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  C a n t o n ,  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  R u l e s  s e t  o u t  by  t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  
a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  was  t o  
be  a p l a c e  t o  k e e p  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  h e a l t h y ,  
c o m f o r t a b l e  a n d  c l e a n ,  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  
h o u s e  t a k i n g  i n  b o t h  s e x e s ,  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  f e m a l e s  
o r  f a m i l i e s  was  t o  be  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  
s i n g l e  m a l e  e m i g r a n t s ,  The d o o r  o f  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e
1 4was  t o  be  o p e n e d  a t  s u n r i s e ,  a n d  c l o s e d  a g a i n  a t  s u n s e t .
A f t e r  t h e  s t o p p a g e  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  f r o m C a n t o n
i n  1 8 6 6 ,  s p e c u l a t o r s  o f  v a r i o u s  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  f l o w e d  i n t o
Ma c a o ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  b a r r a c o o n s  i n  Macao  r o s e  f r o m s i x  o r
e i g h t  i n  1865 t o  b e t w e e n  t h i r t y - f i v e  a n d  f o r t y  i n  1 8 6 6 ,
1 4 Aa n d  t o  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  i n  1 8 7 2 ,  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e
k e p t  i n  t h e s e  b a r r a c o o n s  u n t i l  b i d s  w e r e  ma d e  f o r  t h e m by
p e r s o n s  o r  c o m p a n i e s .  E a c h  b a r r a c o o n  k e e p e r  r e p l e n i s h e d
h i s  s t o c k  by  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  C h i n e s e  b r o k e r s  o r  c r i m p s , ^
I n  1874  t h e  Macao  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a d  t r i e d  t o  l i c e n s e  t h e s e
b a r r a c o o n s  as  i n n s  o r  h o t e l s , T h e s e  i n n s  w e r e  s o o n
s t o p p e d  by  t h e  ' R e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  A s i a t i c  P a s s e n g e r s  a n d
t h e i r  T r a n s p o r t  a t  t h e  P o r t  o f  Ma c a o '  w h i c h  p r o h i b i t e d  any
l o d g i n g  f r o m p r o v i d i n g  f o r  A s i a n s  who i n t e n d e d  t o  t r a v e l
1 7t o  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .
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During the emigrants' stay in the barracoons, they 
were required to pay fees. The following was a case 
recorded by a correspondence between the Procuratura for 
Chinese Affairs and Supenntendency of Chinese Emigration 
in Macao:
With reference to the 38 dollars which he says 
his father paid for him in some department, I 
have only to inform you that there is no record 
here of such payment; the expenses of several 
emigrants demanded and delivered to their 
parents do not exceed 13 to 16 dollars, One,
Mr. Caldwell, of Hong Kong, will bear witness to 
this, he was here last week, together with two 
Chinamen, who were trying to find a relative of 
theirs, who was found on the 27th day May last 
( 1867) on board the ship Joanna, with the 
No, 102; he was immediately handed over to his 
relatives, who paid 16 dollars for his expenses, 
viz:
Dollars
Money received according to the
contract. 8
Clothes and blankets furnished. A h
Maintenance during thirty-five days,_________ 3h
1 RTotal 16
The receiving stations on the shore m  Singapore were 
rented houses and under control of the secret societies. 
The windows of these houses were barred, the doors were 
guarded by Sam-Sengs (Chinese fighting men), and the 
Chinese labourers were kept locked up m  this manner for a 
week. The expenses in these houses paid by an emigrant 
were as follows:
Doll ars
For outfit, 5
For general expenses._________________________ 5
19Total 10
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As to the receiving stations on the water, the 
Emigrant owned by J „ Tait, the principal agent of Chinese
emigration, was famous among them. It first anchored at
2 0the Port of Amoy and moved to Namoa to receive Chinese 
2 1labourers after the disturbance at Amoy in 1852c The
receiving ships m  the Canton area were under the control
of American, Spanish, Oldenburg, Peruvian agents and 
2 2others and mainly anchored at Whampoa to receive Chinese
labourers brought by small boats owned or hired by Chinese 
2 3crimps. After obtaining a sufficient number of Chinese
2 4 2 5labourers, they then sailed to Macao, or Hong Kong or
2 6directly to their foreign destinations« At Macao the
receiving ships were small boats owned by agents, When
the passenger boats arrived, these small boats, each of
which hoisted a small white flag, surrounded the passenger
2 7boats and received Chinese labourers from them. In
Swatow the receiving ships were sometimes Chinese junks.
The brokers preferred the junks, because the Chinese
2 8labourers could not so easily run away. Chinese
labourers on board these vessels were shipped to Macao and 
29Hong Kong, When they arrived there, they were kept on
the ships until bids were made for them, then transferred
3 0to sea-going vessels bound for foreign countries,
Chinese emigrants in the receiving stations were not
31allowed free movement, except those m  the emigration
houses at Canton which were required to permit this by the
32rules laid down by the authorities„ Unfortunately,
these rules were not observed in other ports; even m
Canton, they were in force only between 1859 and 1866,
After 1866 the business of Chinese emigration at Canton 
33ceased.
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The facilities of all receiving stations were very
bad. They were poorly ventilated and their floors were
damp. Mats were spread on the floor for Chinese labourers
to lie on. Each person was provided with a pair of
3 4trousers, but otherwise left naked, Dr John Bowring had 
himself seen Chinese labourers in sheds at Amoy,
Hundreds of them gathered together m  
barracoons, stripped naked, and stamped or 
painted with letters C (California), P (Peru), 
or S (Sandwich Island) on their breasts, 
according to the destinations for which they 
were intended.
Corporal punishment of the Chinese labourers in the
3 6receiving stations was frequente The brokers and
agents used a system of torture and menace to force the
emigrants to submit themselves to signing contracts or
saying 'Yes' or ’Willingly’, if they were questioned by
3 7the inspection officials.
The following statements are adapted from depositions 
given by Chinese labourers who had been detained in the 
receiving stations or who had acted as kidnappers. They 
give an idea of the nature of these receiving stations,
a, Shaon Tung Keung, a native of the Island of Amoy, one
of the six brought by Charles A Sinclair from
Francis Darby Syme’s sheds at Amoy, told the
questioner that the doors of Syme’s shed were closed
and he was prevented from coming out and not allowed
to send letters to his relations, In the shed, he
was stripped of his own good clothes, and when he
3 8asked for them he was beaten by the broker,
b. Hong Tsuon, a native of Fukien province, one of seven 
brought by Charles A, Sinclair from the Emigrant in 
Amoy harbour, was induced by promising him work at
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e i g h t  c a s h  a d a y  a n d  t h r e e  m e a l s ,  b u t  when he
c omme nc e d  t o  w o r k , w h i c h  he  t h o u g h t  he  was  h i r e d  f o r ,
3 9one  o f  t h e  s a i l o r s  b e a t  h i m
c * Chung K e , one  o f  f o r t y - o n e  k i d n a p p e d  C h i n e s e
l a b o u r e r s  s e i z e d  a t  Whampao by  t h e  C h i n e s e
a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  N o v e m b e r ,  18 5 9 ,  w e n t  t o  Whampao i n
s e a r c h  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r  Sung  H i n g  who was  k i d n a p p e d  on
O c t o b e r  2 9 ,  1 8 5 9 ,  a n d  t h e r e  f e l l  m  w i t h  an
a c q u a i n t a n c e  n a me d  Se u  A T a i n ,  who was  p u l l i n g  a b o u t
i n  a b o a t  w i t h  f i r e - w o o d  f o r  s a l e ,  wh o ,  o f f e r i n g  t o
a s s i s t  h i m i n  h i s  s e a r c h ,  t o o k  h i m on b o a r d  a f o r e i g n
s h i p ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  s e l l i n g  h i m As s o o n  as
he  saw w h a t  he  was  m  f o r ,  he  r e s i s t e d ,  b u t  S e u  A
T a i n ,  w i t h  t wo  o t h e r  men whom he  d i d  n o t  know,  t h e n
40s e i z e d  h i m ,  a n d  s h u t  h i m up i n  t h e  w o o d - b o a t ■
d.  Keang  Hung T s i n g ,  one  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  k i d n a p p e r s
s e i z e d  i n  Whampao by t h e  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  
N o v e m b e r ,  1 8 5 9 ,  h a d  an o l d  f r i e n d  c a l l e d  Ac he n  who 
l i v e d  on b o a r d  a H s i a - k o w  ( a  b i g  b o a t )  a t  Whampao a n d  
k i d n a p p e d  men f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s e l l i n g  t h e m f o r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  On O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  1 8 5 9 ,  he  me t  an o l d
f r i e n d  wh o s e  name was  Ho A Leu m  t h e  s t r e e t  o u t s i d e  
t h e  G r e a t  S o u t h  G a t e  o f  C a n t o n  a n d  t o l d  h i m t h a t  he  
w o u l d  r e c o mme n d  h i m on b o a r d  t h e  H s i a - k o w  b o a t  f o r  
w o r k ,  w h e r e  he  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  s i x  d o l l a r s  e a c h  m o n t h .  
Ho A Leu c o n s e n t e d ,  a n d  w e n t  w i t h  h i m o u t s i d e  t h e  
W u - h s i o n  G a t e  a n d  h i r e d  a l i t t l e  b o a t  t o  go t o  
Whampao w h e r e  Ke a n g  Hung T s i n g  s o l d  h i m t o  A c h e n  f o r  
s i x  d o l l a r s . ^
e ,  Cha ng  Ya H s i e n ,  t h i r t y - t w o  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  a n d  Li  Ya 
Kwe i ,  a g e d  t w e n t y - s i x ,  b o t h  k i d n a p p e r s  s e i z e d  by  t h e  
C a n t o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  N o v e m b e r ,  1 8 6 6 ,  w e r e  i n d u c e d  t o
join a gang by a kidnapper named Cheng Ho Hsin in
August, 1866, and first kidnapped on the outskirts of
Shaochow ; they then bought a boat themselves and
employed Chong A Hsi and Y m g  Ya Urh to act as
boatmen, with the intention of bringing the kidnapped
men to Canton and afterwards taking them to Macao and
selling them there, but on reaching Samsin they were
42examined and seized«
6 „ Cost per head
The cost of a Chinese labourer procured in China and 
shipped abroad varied from place to place and from time to 
time; but it often included head money paid to the crimp 
who brought the labourer, advances to the labourer, 
expenses for the maintenance of the receiving stations, 
commissions for the emigration agents, allowance for 
providing the labourer with clothing, and passage money 
for the labourer« There is no available information 
providing a whole picture of the cost of procuring a 
labourer from China, so the figures mentioned in this 
section are gathered from various sources, From these 
sources it is clear that the business of Chinese 
emigration was very profitable. For this reason, in spite 
of efforts to regulate the emigration made by both the 
government and the foreign authorities in China, abuses of 
the traffic continued.
Head money
Head money paid by the broker at Amoy was three
dollars in 1859;^ in the nearby districts of Whampao it
2 3was four dollars in 1859, five to eight dollars in 1865,
a n d  t e n  d o l l a r s  i n  1 8 6 6 ;  a n d  a t  Swa t ow i t  was  e i g h t  t o  
t w e l v e  d o l l a r s  i n  1 8 6 6 . ^
The p r i c e  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  a t  Whampao a n c h o r a g e ,  
Hong Kong ,  a n d  Ma c a o  was  g e n e r a l l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  p r i c e  
o f  t h o s e  p r o c u r e d  f r o m  Amoy a n d  S wa t o w,  a n d  t h e  n e a r b y  
d i s t r i c t s  o f  Whampao,  b e c a u s e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  p r o c u r e d  
a t  t h e  f o r m e r  p l a c e s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  f r o m  o t h e r  a r e a s  a n d  h a d  
b e e n  s o l d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  A C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  a t  Whampao i n  
1859 c o s t  t h e  b r o k e r  s i x  t o  t h i r t y  d o l l a r s / * 1 a n d  i n  1865
7
f o r t y  d o l l a r s .  The  v a l u e  o f  a C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  i n  t h e  
Hong Kong m a r k e t  d e p e n d e d  u p o n  h i s  h e a l t h  a n d  a ge  - f o r  a 
s t r o n g  ma n ,  t h e  s u b - a g e n t  r e c e i v e d  f o r t y  d o l l a r s ,  a n d  f o rg
a weak  o n e  f r o m  t w e n t y  d o l l a r s  t o  t h i r t y  d o l l a r s .  The
m a j o r i t y  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  o b t a i n e d  i n  Macao  w e r e  s e n t
i n  f r o m C a n t o n  a n d  S wa t o w:  t h o s e  f r o m C a n t o n  c o s t  t h i r t y
9
t o  f o r t y  d o l l a r s  a h e a d  i n  1 8 6 5 ,  a n d  t h e  c o s t  r o s e  t o  
s i x t y  t o  e i g h t y  d o l l a r s  i n  1 8 6 6 ; ^  t h o s e  f r o m  Swa t ow c o s t  
t h i r t y  t o  t h i r t y - e i g h t  d o l l a r s  e a c h  i n  1 8 6 5 ,  a n d  t h e  c o s t  
r o s e  t o  s i x t y  t o  n i n e t y  d o l l a r s  i n  1 8 6 6 . ^ *
A d v a n c e s
A l l  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  who e n t e r e d  i n t o  c o n t r a c t s  
r e c e i v e d  a d v a n c e s  w h i c h  s o m e t i m e s  i n c l u d e d  money f o r  
c l o t h i n g .  A d v a n c e s  w e r e  ma de  b y  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t s  
a f t e r  c o n t r a c t s  w e r e  s i g n e d ,  a n d  r e p a i d  m o n t h l y  by  t h e  
l a b o u r e r s  when  t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  p o r t  o f  d e b a r k a t i o n .
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  b r o u g h t  t o  A u s t r a l i a  f r o m  Amoy w e r e
a d v a n c e d  s i x  d o l l a r s  ( £ 1 .  4 s .  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  4 s ,  p e r
d o l l a r )  e a c h  i n  1 8 5 1 ,  b u t  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p a y  b a c k  t h e
mone y  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  by  f o u r  e q u a l  q u a r t e r l y  p a y m e n t s
1 2f r o m  t h e i r  w a g e s .  B e s i d e s  t h e  a d v a n c e ,  t h e  l a b o u r e r
a l s o  r e c e i v e d  o n e  d o l l a r  as  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f
1 3p r o v i d i n g  p r o p e r  c l o t h i n g .
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F o r  t h o s e  s h i p p e d  f r o m  S i n g a p o r e  t o  P o r t  P h i l l i p  i n
1 8 4 9 ,  t h e  a d v a n c e s  w e r e  made  by  t h e  Ma l a y  I m m i g r a t i o n
S o c i e t y  a t  t w e l v e  d o l l a r s  a n d  s i x t y  c e n t s  ( £ 2 . 1 2 . 6 d .  a t
1 4t h e  r a t e  o f  4 s . 2d .  p e r  d o l l a r )  e a c h ,  I n  1 8 2 *7 6 t h e  
a d v a n c e s  r o s e  t o  t w e n t y  t o  t h i r t y  d o l l a r s , ^  b u t  t h i s  
money i n c l u d e d  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  c l o t h i n g  a n d  w o u l d  be  
d e d u c t e d  f r o m  t h e  w a g e s  when t h e  l a b o u r e r  a r r i v e d  i n  
A u s t r a l i a , ^
The a d v a n c e s  f o r  t h e  l a b o u r e r s  f o r  o t h e r  B r i t i s h
c o l o n i e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  w e r e  a s  much as  f o r  t h o s e
1 7g o i n g  t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  b u t  t h o s e  f o r  G u i a n a  f r o m  Amoy w e r e  
u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  t e r m s ;  e a c h  o f  t h e m r e c e i v e d  n i n e  d o l l a r s  
f o r  t h e  o u t f i t  f o r  t h e  v o y a g e  a n d  s u i t s  w o r t h  t wo a n d  a 
h a l f  d o l l a r s .  The  t o t a l  sum o f  e l e v e n  a n d  a h a l f  d o l l a r s  
was  d e d u c t e d ,  o n e  d o l l a r  m o n t h l y ,  f r o m  t h e  l a b o u r e r ' s  
wa g e s  i n  D e m e r a r a . ^
U n d e r  J .  G a r d i n e r  A u s t i n ' s  p l a n ,  t h e  l a b o u r e r  f o r  t h e  
We s t  I n d i e s  f r o m C a n t o n  c o u l d  o b t a i n  an  a d v a n c e  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  o f  t w e n t y  d o l l a r s  w h i c h  h a d  t o  be  r e p a i d  b y  g r a d u a l  
d e d u c t i o n s  f r o m  h i s  w a g e s  a f t e r  a r r i v a l  a t  h i s  
d e s t i n a t i o n , ^
The a d v a n c e  made  by Don Roman B i d a u ,  A g e n t  f o r
2 0M e s s r s  J . M .  M o r a l e s  a n d  Co.  a n d  b y  M e s s r s  V a r g e s  a n d
2 1C o . ,  t o  t h e  l a b o u r e r s  f o r  Cuba  f r o m  Whampao i n  1860  was
e i g h t  d o l l a r s ,  p l u s  f o u r  d o l l a r s  f o r  c l o t h i n g ,  m a k i n g  a
t o t a l  o f  t w e l v e  d o l l a r s .  T h i s  money  h a d  t o  be  r e p a i d  a t
H a v a n a  by  me a n s  o f  a m o n t h l y  d e d u c t i o n  o f  o n e  d o l l a r  f r o m
t h e  l a b o u r e r ' s  s a l a r y .  But  Don Roman B i d a u  g a v e  e a c h
l a b o u r e r  a sum o f  t w e n t y  d o l l a r s ,  b y  way o f  b o u n t y ,  on t h e
da y  o f  e m b a r k a t i o n .  T h i s  t w e n t y  d o l l a r s ,  b e i n g  a b o u n t y ,
2 2was n o t  d e d u c t e d  f r o m  h i s  w a g e s ,
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Chinese engaged for Martinique in 1860 by Mm -
Gastel, Malavois, and Assier were given an advance of
eight piastres and clothing valued at five piastres,
Both these sums were to be paid back from their salary at
23the rate of one piastre per month at Martinique =
According to the contracts signed at Macao by the
labourers and agents, each labourer received an advance
of eight dollars, which was later deducted monthly from
his wages at the port of destination. Some agents also
made an advance for clothing which amounted to four and a 
2 4half dollars, but some supplied the labourers with free 
clothes , 25
Expense for the maintenance of the receiving station
The expenses of a labourer m  a receiving station 
form no clear picture. The following three cases are 
examples:
Amoy: Fifty cash daily for each man mustered
in 1852,26
Canton: Four dollars and eighty cents for doctors,
interpreters, cooks, etc, for each person 
staying at the emigration house between 
1865 and 1866.2?
Macao: Three dollars and fifty cents paid by a
person for maintenance during thirty-five
2 8days in a barracoon in 1867,
Fees paid to the Chinese authorities
According to Article 18 of the ’Convention to 
Regulate the Engagement of Chinese Emigrants by British 
and French Subjects’ signed on March 5, 1866, the
emigration agent was required to pay to the Chinese
C u s t o m s  O f f i c e  t h e  sum o f  t h r e e  d o l l a r s  f o r  e v e r y  m a l e
e m i g r a n t  e n t e r e d  on t h e  l i s t  o f  t h e  R e g i s t r y  t o  me e t  t h e
29e x p e n s e  o f  i n s p e c t i o n ,  T h i s  C o n v e n t i o n ,  as  m e n t i o n e d
b e f o r e ,  was  n o t  r a t i f i e d  by  b o t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  F r e n c h
g o v e r n m e n t s ,  b u t  c a r r i e d  o u t  by  t h e  C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  and
t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  f e e  o f  t h r e e  d o l l a r s  was  l e v i e d  by  t h e
30C h i n e s e  C u s t o m s  O f f i c e ,  A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  f e e ,
C h i n e s e  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  a l s o  f o u n d  p r i v a t e l y  c o l l e c t i n g  t wo
t o  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  f r o m  t h e  o w n e r  o r  c a p t a i n  o f  e a c h
31e m i g r a t i o n  s h i p .
P e r  c a p i t a  c o s t  m  C h i n a
B e c a u s e  t h e  e x p e n s e s  f o r  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  
r e c e i v i n g  s t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  a g e n t s  p a i d  
by  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  w e r e  n o t  c l e a r ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
c a l c u l a t e  how much i t  c o s t  t o  p r o c u r e  a l a b o u r e r  i n  C h i n a ,  
T h e r e f o r e  t h e  p e r  h e a d  c o s t  r e c o r d e d  by  v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  i s  
w o r t h  n o t i n g  h e r e .
I n  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  D e c e m b e r  2 6 ,  1853  t o  S.  W a l c o t ,
J oTc  W h i t e ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m i g r a t i o n  A g e n t  m  C h i n a  s a i d
t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  l o c a l  c h a r g e s  f o r  e a c h
32l a b o u r e r  a t  Amoy a m o u n t e d  t o  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  C a p t a i n  T o w n s '  e v i d e n c e ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  a
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  i n  C h i n a  was  f o r t y  d o l l a r s  ( £8  a t  t h e
• 3 3r a t e  o f  4 s ,  p e r  d o l l a r )  p e r  h e a d  b e t w e e n  1848  a n d  1 8 5 4 ,
At  C a n t o n  e x p e n s e s  o f  s h i p m e n t  o f  a C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r
h a n d l e d  by  t h e  F r e n c h  E m i g r a t i o n  Ho u s e  b e t w e e n  1865 a nd
341866  c o s t  s e v e n t y  d o l l a r s ,  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m i g r a t i o n
H o u s e  f o r t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  a n d  e l e v e n  c e n t s  ( £ 1 0 ,  3 s ,  a t  t h e
35r a t e  o f  4 s ,  6d p e r  d o l l a r ) ,  At  Macao  t h e  mone y  p a i d  
f o r  a C h i n e s e  v a r i e d  f r o m  s i x t y  d o l l a r s  t o  s e v e n t y  d o l l a r s  
i n  1 8 6 5 , 36
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Passage money
The passage money normally included the expenses of
fitting and food for the voyage. The rate of passage for
a Chinese shipped to Australia from Amoy was sixty-five
3 7dollars (£13 at the rate of 4s. per dollar), and from 
Hong Kong ninety-six dollars (£20 at the rate of 4s. 2d.
per dollar) on his own account or one hundred and twenty- 
nine dollars and six cents to one hundred and forty-four
rZ Q
dollars (£27 to £30) on credit. The Peninsular and
Oriental Steam Navigation Company in Hong Kong listed one
hundred and thirty-six dollars for a deck passenger for
39Sydney or Melbourne.
For Chinese labourers engaged for Port Phillip from
Singapore, the passage money was thirty-four dollars and
40eight cents (£7. 2d,) in 1848 and forty-eight dollars
(£10, both at the rate of 4s. 2d. per dollar) in 1852.^
From Amoy to Singapore, the rates of passage were: by a
Chinese junk, five dollars; by a Chinese junk on credit,
42six to seven dollars. From Swatow to Singapore, the
rates were: by a Chinese junk, four dollars; by a steamer, 
4 3eight dollars; by a steamer on credit, ten to twelve 
4 4dollars. The steerage rate of a ship belonging to the
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company between
45Hong Kong and Singapore was forty-six dollars a person.
The passage money for a Chinese for the West Indies
from Amoy via the Cape of Good Hope in 1852 varied from
46 4 7seventy-five to eighty-one dollars and six cents
(£17 at the rate of 4s. 2d, per dollar), from Hong Kong
4 8in 1853 eighty dollars, from Canton as estimated by
49J. Gardiner Austin in 1859, seventy-five dollars,
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Between 1865 and 1866 the returns show that those shipped
by French ships cost sixty d o l l a r s , b y  British ships
sixty-one dollars and seventy-eight cents (£13. 18s, 4d. at
the rate of 4s. 6d. per dollar).*’* Chinese labourers
5 2 5 3dispatched from Macao to Peru or Panama were at the 
rate of seventy dollars each. The lowest rate on a ship 
belonging to the Pacific Mail Steamship Company for a 
passenger from Hong Kong to San Francisco was one hundred 
do 11ars.** ^
Total cost
The total cost of a Chinese labourer brought to a 
port of destination from China and Singapore varied from 
one shipment to another. The present study can only give 
an estimation.
There are no official figures on how much the 
contractor spent on bringing a Chinese into Australia from 
China. If we put the per capita cost in China of forty 
dollars (£8) and the passage money of sixty-five dollars 
(£13) together, the total cost for a Chinese brought to 
Australia between 1848 and 1852 would be one hundred and 
five dollars (£21). But of the forty dollars paid in 
China, six dollars, being an advance, would be deducted 
from the wages of each labourer according to the 
contract,^  Therefore, the real cost of a Chinese brought 
to Australia was ninety-nine dollars.
For those brought to Australia from Singapore in 1849, 
the Clyde Company Papers carry the following figures:
To advance at Singapore. £31. 10s. Od.
To share of passage on 12 men at
7. 2s, per man, £85. 4s, Od.
To 16 bottles currie.
To rations m  harbour, etc-
18s, 8 d , 
9s, 7-jrd.
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Total £118. 2s. 3^d.56
If the above figures are divided by twelve men, the cost 
for each man would be as follows:
Advance £ 2 .12s . 6d ,
Passage money £ 7 c 2 s , Od.
Other 2 s = 4 d .
Total £ 9 ,16s , lOd.
The rate of exchange at Singapore was one dollar to 4s.2d,,
so the total cost in dollars would be forty-seven dollars
and twenty-four cents, According to the contract signed
by Alexander Johnstone and Yeh Chong Soe, the advance
and passage money were to be paid back to the contractor
5 7from the labourer's wages, so a Chinese brought from 
Singapore cost the Australian contractor almost nothing.
The cost for a Chinese shipped to the West Indies 
from Amoy, between 1852 and 1853, according to the 
passage money and fees paid in China mentioned before, 
would be as follows:
Fees paid in China $25
Passage money________________________ $75 to $81.6
Total $100 to $106.-6
Advance deducted from the wages_____$ 6___________
Actual expenditure $94 to $100,6
From other ports to the West Indies, the money offered by 
J.T» White in 1853 was:
$80 ( £ 1 6 .  1 3 s ,  4 cL )P a s s a g e
P r o v i s i o n s ,  c l o t h i n g
a n d  l o c a l  c h a r g e s ___________ $ 3 0 , 4  ( £ 6 , 6 s ,  8 d , )
S 8
T o t a l  $ 1 1 0 , 4  ( £ 2 3 ,  Os ,  Od . )
( a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  4 s ,  2d ,  p e r  d o l l a r )
Fr om C a n t o n ,  J .  G a r d i n e r  A u s t i n ' s  e s t i m a t i o n  f o r  a 
l a b o u r e r  s h i p p e d  t o  t h e  We s t  I n d i e s  i n  1859 w a s :
A d v a n c e $ 2 0 )
P a s s a g e  money $ 7 5 j S y
O t h e r s $22
T o t a l $ 117  6 0
B e t w e e n  1865 a n d  1 8 6 6 ,  t h e  r e t u r n s  s h o w e d t h a t  t h e  c o s t
f o r  a C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  s h i p p e d  t o t h e  We s t  I n d i e s  by
B r i t i s h  v e s s e l s  wa s :
P e r  c a p i t a l  c o s t  i n
Ch i n  a $ 4 5 . 1 1 ( £ 1 0 .  3 s . )
A v e r a g e  f r e i g h t $ 6 1 . 7 8 ( £ 1 3 . 1 8 s .  4d . )
D o c t o r s ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,
c o o k s , e t c . $ 4 , 4 4 ( £ 1 )
T o t a l $ 1 1 1 . 3 3 ( £ 2 5 .  I s .  4 d . )
( a t  t h e  r a t e o f  4 s ,  6 d.  p e r  d o l l a r )
by  F r e n c h  v e s s e l s :
E x p e n s e s  t o  d a t e  o f  s h i p m e n t $70
P a s s a g e  money $60
I n s u r a n c e ,  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  e t c , $49
I n t e r e s t  a t  6 p e r  c e n t  ( f o r s i x
m o n t h s )  a n d  a v e r a g e  l o s s  by
d e a t h ,  3 p e r  c e n t $11
T o t a l  $ 19 0 6 2
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The per capita money for a labourer from Macao paid 
by contractors was more than that from other ports. The 
reason was that labourers procured at Macao were trans­
shipped from Canton, Swatow, and other places, and the
total cost was raised to two hundred dollars (£43) a
6 3person for Havana, one hundred and thirty dollars for 
64Peru. The average price for a Chinese shipped to 
Singapore was forty dollars.^
Agent and contractor's profit
The real reason for the business of Chinese 
emigration flourishing and spreading m  Southern China was 
the one word, 'Profit*. Crimps or sub-agents, of course, 
enjoyed 'Head Money', the emigration agent received a 
very good commission, too.^  Unfortunately, no source is 
available for us to trace back how much an emigration 
agent had got in China after he successfully procured a 
labourer. At Singapore the emigration agents were given 
a commission of ten to fifteen dollars for each man; but 
for labourers for Australia, they only acquired a 
commission of five or six dollars for each person 
procured.^
The speculators for the West Indies and Peru had 
also made great profits. The total cost of a Chinese 
labourer landed at the West Indies or Peru averaged from 
one hundred and seventeen dollars to one hundred and 
ninety dollars, but the planters in these places took 
them up at a sum of three hundred and fifty to four 
hundred dollars each. The profit to the speculator on 
each individual labourer was between two hundred and
6 8thirty-three and two hundred and forty-three dollars.
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7, Conelusion
The whole process of contracting a Chinese labourer, 
from collecting to delivering over him to a planter, was 
buying and selling» A Chinese labourer shipped under 
this system was actually a profitable commodity» Many 
foreign shipping agents in China at that time were 
directly or indirectly involved in this business. The 
most pitiful part of this system was that the majority of 
Chinese emigrants were cheated and brought to the 
receiving stations against their will. If there was any 
difference between the ways of procuring an African slave 
and a Chinese labourer, it could be only that the Chinese 
labourer had signed a contract.
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CHAPTER IV 
FREE EMIGRANTS
1, Introduc11 on
The term ’free emigrants’ is derived from European 
emigrants going to America, Australia, New Zealand and 
other places, They left Europe of their free will and 
were sometimes assisted by the colonial governments.
After arriving at their destination, they could do 
anything they liked without any obligation.
But Chinese emigrants under the name of 'free 
emigrants' were different from the European emigrants.
Most so-called Chinese free emigrants borrowed their 
passage money from someone else and were bound by 
invisible agreements to work for their creditors for a 
certain time. Evidence shows that only a very small 
percentage of them, such as rich merchants, medical 
doctors, and so on, came out of China on their own 
ac c oun t.
Generally speaking, Chinese emigrants to California, 
Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Thailand, and the 
Philippines were under the credit-11 eket system.
Singapore, Thailand and the Philippines are close to 
China and the Chinese moving to these places by their own 
junks could be treated as one group; California, Australia, 
and New Zealand are far from China and the Chinese going 
there required more money and better transport and could 
be treated as another group.
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The following will define the characteristics of 
Chinese free emigrants and the nature of the credit-ticket 
system.
2. The passage and the credit-t1 cket system
The passage money for Singapore, California and 
Australia as discussed in Chapter III, 6, Cost per head, 
can be summarized as follows:-
On own account On credit 
Dollars Pol lars
Amoy - Singapore
In a Chinese junk 5 6-7
Swatow - Singapore 
In a Chinese junk 4
In a s teamei 8 10-12
Hong
In
Kong - Australia 
a steamer 90 129-144
Hong
In
Kong - California 
a steamer 100 125
In the above table, the passage money even to Singapore 
alone was high enough for a Chinese emigrant to deal with; 
that for Australia and California, without doubt, was 
beyond his ability to pay. Only a few rich merchants and 
medical doctors could afford to pay their own passages to 
Australia and California, The great majority of Chinese 
emigrants had to borrow passage money either from their 
friends or from capitalists through the brokers, and repay 
this money by working for them until their debts were 
clear,^ This kind of emigration was commonly called the 
eredit-tieket system.
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The Chinese Repository reported in 1850 that the
Chinese who had gone to California had either been taken
2as servants, or had gone on their own venture« In 1854 
the Governor of Hong Kong, W. Came, described the 
operation of the eredit-ti cket system at Hong Kong as 
follows:-
A passage-broker at Hong Kong sends out his 
crimps to the mainland, and these on the payment 
of about five dollars as bargain money, give to 
each candidate for shipment a bargain ticket, 
sealed with the seal of the broker for whom they 
act, With this ticket the candidate proceeds to 
Hong Kong, where on payment of the balance of 
passage-money and re-delivery of the bargain 
ticket, a passage ticket is granted, securing to 
the possessor a passage to California,^
Eleven years later, according to a letter to the 
Colonial Secretary of Hong Kong from the Harbour Master, 
the Chinese who emigrated to Australia, Vancouver Island 
and California were able to pay their own passage and 
went out unshackled by any tie, their object being to 
work the gold mines. The ships by which they were to be 
conveyed were as a rule, chartered by the licensed 
passage brokers, who made it known in Hong Kong and on 
the mainland that a vessel was ready for either of the 
above mentioned places. Those who wished to avail 
themselves of the opportunity and had money to pay their 
passage, amounting to about thirty-one dollars, came to 
Hong Kong, made their agreements with the broker, and 
remained in his depot until the number for the ship was 
certified by the Government Marine Surveyor as completed. 
In the meantime the ship was under the Harbour Master's 
supervision as to the fittings and supplies When the 
requisite numbers were collected, the Chinese came to the 
Harbour Master's Office to have their passage tickets
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explained and signed by the Harbour Master, They
embarked the following day, after being medically examined
and the ship inspected by the Harbour Master, On arrival
the emigrants were free to do what they liked- These men
came under the denomination of free emigrants; they were a
better class than the hired ones., were able of themselves,
or by means of their friends, to pay their own passage,
and were at liberty to roam any part of the world in quest
4of their fortune.
In 1871 the Portuguese government attacked the system 
of emigration carried on at Hong Kong and said that it was 
a public and notorious fact that at Hong Kong there were 
agents of emigration for California and that they paid for 
the passage of the emigrants, giving them a bill or card 
by virtue of which they were received on board, and on 
their arrival at their port of destination, other agents 
took control of them,^
The reports on the credit-ticket system which 
appeared in the American Congress Papers of 1876 declared 
that the greater part of the emigration to California was 
financed and controlled by merchant brokers, acting 
independently or through the trading companies, and the 
relations of the emigrants with the brokers were not 
based on service contracts but on debt bondage,^ After 
arrival in California, migrants remained directly 
indebted to the brokers, either working for the agents on 
mines or hired out to employers, repaying the expenses of 
their introduction in monthly instalments at a rate of 
interest that ranged from four to eight per cent per 
month.7
There are some contradictions m  the information 
about the system of emigration mentioned above, because
81
t h e  Hong Kong a u t h o r i t i e s  t o o k  t h i s  t y p e  o f  e m i g r a t i o n  as 
f r e e  e m i g r a t i o n .  Bu t  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  s hows  t h a t  
t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  r e a l l y  f r e e  e m i g r a n t s  was  r a t h e r  s m a l l  
a n d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e m  l e f t  Hong Kong on c r e d i t  a nd  
w e r e  b o u n d  by  o b l i g a t i o n s .  T h e s e  e m i g r a n t s ,  a t  t h e i r  p o r t  
o f  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  h a d  t o  wo r k  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  i n  o r d e r  
t o  r e p a y  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  m o n e y , ^
The c r e d i t - t i e k e t  s y s t e m s  o p e r a t i n g  b e t w e e n  Swa t ow 
a n d  S i n g a p o r e  a n d  Hong Kong a n d  A u s t r a l i a  w e r e  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h e  one  b e t w e e n  Hong Kong a n d  C a l i f o r n i a ,  b u t  h a d  c e r t a i n  
d i f f e r e n c e s .  Th e y  w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
s e  c t i o n s .
3 - P a s s  a g e  t i c k e t s
The e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  c r e d i t - 1 1 e k e t  s y s t e m  was 
t h e  t i c k e t  t h o u g h  t h i s  was  n o t  a c o n t r a c t ,  b u t  some k i n d  
o f  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  i t .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  a f ew o f  t h e s e  
t i c k e t s  w e r e  p r e s e r v e d .  The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  e x a m p l e s :
a . Hong Kong
For m s e t  o u t  by  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  i n
185 7 . * 1
I h e r e b y  e n g a g e  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  n a me d  a t  t h e  
f o o t  h e r e - o f  s h a l l  be  l a n d e d  a t  t h e  p o r t  o f  
i n  i n  t h e  s h i p  o r  v e s s e l
c a l l e d  t h e  w i t h  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  72 c u b i c
f e e t  a nd  12 s u p e r f i c i a l  f e e t  f o r  b e r t h  
a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,  a n d  s h a l l  b e  v i c t u a l l e d  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  s c h e d u l e  (A) t o  t h e  ' C h i n e s e  
P a s s e n g e r s  A c t ,  1 8 5 5 ' ,  a n n e x e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  
v o y a g e ,  and  t h e  t e r m  o f  d e t e n s i o n  a t  a n y  p l a c e  
b e f o r e  i t s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  sum o f  
d o l l a r s ,  a n d  I h e r e b y  a c k n o w l e d g e  t o  h a v e  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  sum o f  d o l l a r s  i n  f u l l
p aymen t .
82
Name of 
Passenger
Male Female 
Age Age Qc cup ation
Native
place
Signature
Victoria, Hong Kong, the
Passage Broker
day of 185 .
b . Swatow
2Passage ticket issued by Yeong Seng What 
Mark N o .
Please receive on board one passenger for 
Singapore.
Name ______________ , Aged _________  years,
Country in the district of
Freight paid at Swatow.
Emigrants are responsible for their own 
luggage. Any one going on board with this 
ticket is to be received.
Signature Yeong Send What
Ag ent
In the 2nd year of Kang Choo ( 1876) .
3Passage tickets issued by Ee Kee 
N o . 1
12th voyage
per steamer
Mark of ticket, No. 114, Letter-1Cheow'.
Please receive one passenger for Singapore named Lim 
Chee, aged 38 years, belonging to 'Keet Yeok', in 
the district of 'Siak Teoh’.
Freight payable at
Passengers are to be responsible for their own 
luggage. Whoever brings this ticket will be allowed 
to emb ark.
the 2nd year of Kong Choo,)
day of the 4th moon ) (Chop) Ee Kee.
(1876)
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No, 2
13th voyage
per s t e ame r.
Mark of ticket, No. 25, Letter - 'Khim'.
Please receive one passenger for Singapore, named 
Tan Tang Seow, aged 24 years, belonging to 'Keah 
Eng Chew', in the district of 'Seah Ay*,
Freight received at Swatow in full,
Passengers are to be responsible for their own 
luggage. Whoever brings this ticket will be 
allowed to embark.
the 2nd year of Kong Choo )
3rd day of the Leap 5th moon) (Chop) Ee Kee.
(1876)
All three passage tickets to Singapore indicate
'paid' or 'unpaid', the name, age, birth place of the
passenger, and the ticket mark. The No. 1 of the passage
tickets issued by Ee Kee was unpaid while the No. 2 and
the one issued by Yeong Seng What were paid. Both
passage tickets issued by Ee Kee have marks on the
ticket: No, 1 marked letter - 'Cheow' and No. 2 letter -
'Khim'. These letters stand for names of brokers or
headmen. The letters and the names of districts to which
the labourers belonged were used to decide which district
club the labourer should join and to record for whose 
4credit he came.
The passage ticket issued by the passage broker at 
Hong Kong was always paid in accordance with the Ordinance 
No. 11 of 1857. Apart from this ticket, no other ticket 
is known to have been given to the emigrant by the Hong 
Kong brokers. However, the ticket does not indicate any 
obligation of the ticket bearer. It might not be taken 
as a contract, but is a promissory note. But evidence 
shows that before 1857, Chinese emigrants had entered into 
agreements with the emigration agents before the emigrants
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sailed for California/' as well as for Australia,^ under 
the credit-tieket system.
4 . Passage brokers
In 1871 the Hong Kong authorities denied that they
had any knowledge of any agent of emigration for
California, but admitted that many Chinese in Hong Kong
were induced by those who had returned from California to
seek their fortune in that country.^ T.H. King, merchant
of San Francisco and formerly in the American Consulate at
Hong Kong, stated that in 1850 the principals of the
passenger trade to California in Hong Kong were Wo Hang 
2and Hing Wor, A Chinese merchant named Chin Ateak in 
Sydney also confirmed that Wo Hang was one of the agents 
in Hong Kong in 1854 in the business of Chinese
3emigration. Actually, in 1849 , the Hsiang H s m g  Co. in
Shanghai had already acted as agent and provided means for
4Chinese going to California.
The turning point of Chinese emigration at Hong Kong 
was the year 1857. In that year, the Hong Kong government 
realized that Chinese emigrants paying their own passage 
fares had been from time to time exposed to unprincipled 
men, both European and Chinese, taking upon themselves the 
office of passage brokers, and then defrauding their 
victims of their money and passage by absconding from the 
colony. The government consequently announced the 
'Ordinance for Licensing and Regulating Passage Brokers, 
No. 11 of 1857’.^  According to this ordinance, no person 
could act as a passage broker without having entered into 
a bond and obtained a license. The licensed broker who 
received money from any person in respect of a passage in
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any emigrant ship, was to give such a person a contract 
ticket stamped with his trade mark. Before the broker 
took any money on account of any such passage, he was 
obliged to produce to the Emigration Officer a certificate 
that he had chartered the ship for carrying Chinese 
emigrants. The delivery of the contract ticket to 
passengers by the passage broker had to be made before the 
Emigration Officer. All violators of the provisions of 
this ordinance were subject to fines or imprisonment.
From 1858 onwards, besides the passage broker, there 
was possibly no such emigration agent in Hong Kong. 
However, in view of the case of the ship China in 1871,
7contracting Chinese labourers for Louisiana, the emigration 
agents could continue their business under the name of 
the passage broker.
The passage brokers for emigrants to Singapore also 
engaged Chinese emigrants for the West Indies, Peru and 
other places and the nationalities of these brokers were 
entirely European.^
The duty of a passage broker set out by the Hong Kong 
Ordinance No, 11 of 1857 was the sale or letting of
9passages in any emigrant ship. But from the report of 
the Harbour Master of Hong Kong in 1865, the passage 
broker had also the following duties:^
a. To charter the vessel,
b. To make an announcement of the date of 
departure of the vessel,
c. To hire a godown for the emigrants,
d. To prepare fittings and supplies on the vessel.
e. To issue the passage ticket,
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The d u t i e s  o f  a p a s s a g e  b r o k e r  a t  Swa t ow w e r e  t h e
s a me  as  t h o s e  a t  Hong K o n g , ^  e x c e p t  t h a t  f o r  Hong Kong
t h e r e  i s  no m e n t i o n  o f  u n p a i d  t i c k e t s .  Who l o a n e d  t h e
p a s s a g e  money t o  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  f r o m  Hong Kong a n d  how
c o u l d  t h e y  o b t a i n  i t ?  No d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  on t h i s  c a n  be
1 2p r o d u c e d .  But  f r o m i n d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  f r o m C a l i f o r n i a  as
1 3w e l l  as  f r o m A u s t r a l i a ,  i t  i s  p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e  p a s s a g e  
b r o k e r s  i n  Hong Kong a r r a n g e d  t h e  p a s s a g e  mo n e y ,
5,  He admen
When t h e  ' E m i g r a t i o n  A g e n t s '  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d ,  a p e r s o n  
c a l l e d  ’ He a d ma n '  o r  ' K ' o  T ' o u ' ,  who c o l l e c t e d  C h i n e s e  
l a b o u r e r s ,  was  m e n t i o n e d .  I n  c h a p t e r  VI ,  ^3 ,  , S h i p s  ' 
O f f i c e r s , some C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  c h o s e n  as  c o r p o r a l s  a r e  
a l s o  c a l l e d  ’ H e a d m e n ' .  T h i s  h e a d m a n  h e r e  was  a k e y  f i g u r e  
i n  t h e  c r e d i t - t i e k e t  s y s t e m  a n d  h i s  d u t i e s  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t  
f r o m  t h o s e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t w o .  He c o u l d  b e  an o r g a n i z e r  o f  
a s m a l l  p a r t y  o f  l a b o u r e r s ,  a man c h o s e n  by  t h e  p a s s a g e  
b r o k e r  o r  s e n t  by  a s e t t l e r  o r  a c o l o n i s t  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  
l a b o u r e r s  who w e r e  t r a v e l l i n g  f r o m  a s e a p o r t  o f  C h i n a  t o  
t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  T h i s  man was  t o  be  f o u n d  among t h e  
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  u n d e r  t h e  c r e d i t - t i c k e t  s y s t e m  t o  
S i n g a p o r e ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a n d  A u s t r a l i a .
T h e r e  i s  no  u n i f o r m  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  t h e  
h e a d m e n .  I n  h i s  G e n e r a l  Re ma r k s  on C h i n e s e  E m i g r a t i o n , 
H a r r y  P a r k e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a h e a d m a n  
r e s p e c t e d  by  t h e  e m i g r a n t s ,  a n d  c h a r g e d  t o  w a t c h  o v e r  
b o t h  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r  w o u l d  be  p r o d u c t i v e  o f  
g o o d  r e s u l t s .  ^ Bu t  t h e  g e n e r a l  i m p r e s s i o n  made by  
h e a d m e n  u p o n  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  New S o u t h  Wa l e s  a n d  V i c t o r i a  
was  n o t  g o o d ,  f o r  t h e y  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  h a v e  e x e r c i s e d  a b a d
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influence on the labourers The headmen among the
Chinese emigrants to Singapore were almost all from
3 4Singapore, except a few of them who were organizers,, In
1876 +:he Select Committee on the Conditions of Chinese
Labourers m  the Straits Settlements had attributed all
abuses of Chinese emigration to Singapore to the headmen.^
The Chinese newspaper in Singapore, La Pao, also seriously
criticized the behaviour of the headmen In its editorial
of November 11, 1890, the headmen were accused of having
brought Chinese from inland China and then sold them at
Singapore ^
The number of Chinese emigrants under the command of
a headman varied considerably Harry Parkes said that
they generally travelled m  small parties of twenty or 
7thirty In Sydney m  1854 one headman was generally
g
found for every dozen migrants. When the Select 
Committee on the Chinese Immigration Bill of 1858 was 
appointed by the Legislative Council of New South Wales, 
the number of Chinese immigrants under a headman was 
stated by Chin Ateak to be twenty or thirty, by Hutchinson 
Hothersall Browne thirty to forty, by Henry Leau Appa
9sixty-six, by Hayne Gibbes Alleyne fifty to one hundred.
Ho Ha Kay’s testimony before the Select Committee of 1875 
in Singapore pointed out that the headman usually brought 
down from six to twenty Chinese labourers.^
According to available sources, a headman generally 
had the following duties:-
a To form a party of labourers.
After the broker made known the date of departure 
of a special chartered vessel for the conveyance 
of Chinese emigrants, the headmen sent by
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agents^ were active m  collecting men and 
forming a party; in a few cases some countrymen 
themselves formed bands and each appointed a 
he adman,*^
bo To pay their passages.
In general, the Chinese emigrants’ passage money
was credited by the brokers, but some headmen
paid their passages and supplied them with 
1 3ne ces si ties,
c= To take care of the tickets,
Chinese emigrants who paid their passage money
got tickets. Those who came on credit also got
a ticket, which was kept by the headman who 
1 4brought them 
d„ To maintain order.
The headman was a representative of the small 
party on one hand and watched over their 
behaviour on the other hand»^
e, To find an employer for his men.
After arrival at their destination, the headman
was responsible for seeking employers for his
men, if their passages were paid by him or his 
16agency,
f. To watch over the emigrants until they repaid 
the passage money,
The Chinese emigrants to Australia were all in 
parties under headmen until they could repay their passage 
money to those who had assisted them to get to the gold 
fields, These headmen were sometimes creditors
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themselves, but more generally were sent by an agent to
1 7look after the party
Without doubt, the headman was the middleman between 
the labourer and the creditort The credit - ticket system 
was smoothly carried on, because the creditors had 
successfully trained these headmen
6 Free emigrants to Singapore
The majority of Chinese emigrants under the credit- 
ticket system shipped at Amoy and Swatow went to Manila 
and Singapore, particularly the latter port, and the 
operation of this system of emigration differed slightly 
from those to California and Australia,
According to the Report of the Committee Appointed by
the Legislative Council of the Straits Settlements in
1876, a steamer was usually chartered by a Chinese broker
for a lump sum Some three weeks before the date of her
departure, notice was given in the adjoining villages that
a ship was going to leave for Singapore. When bands of
men were formed under the leadership of the headmen, the
latter took their bands to lodging houses at the port of
embarkation, and their departure was arranged through the
agents of the ship 1 Some of them paid their passages,
others were brought to the port of embarkation on credit.
Those who paid their own passage money got tickets
stating that they had paid Those who came on credit also
2got a ticket each, which was kept by the headman On 
arrival in Singapore, those who had paid their passage 
money landed and went where they liked, or it would 
perhaps be more correct to say wherever their headmen 
liked to take them» The charter of the ship allowed for
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three or four days’ detention of the Chinese emigrants and
during those days of grace the emigrants who owed for
their passages were detained on board* the headmen being
allowed to land and find employers for their bands, who
would settle for their passage money. If there was a
brisk demand for labourers, the headman made a large
profit, getting perhaps twenty dollars per head for his
band,, whereas a labourer brought from China cost him
thirteen to fourteen dollars; the margin constituted the
3headman’s profit.
About two-thirds of the Chinese emigrants to
4Singapore were on credit, These unpaid emigrants were 
required to work for their creditor for a certain period, 
normally six months, until their passage money had been 
refunded; then they were free to rearrange matters with 
the headman or go where they liked,^
Apart from the ticket, there was no written agreement 
between the labourer and the broker. The reasons for this 
were explained by Tan Seng Poh, Among a thousand men, he 
said, not many wanted to make a written agreement, they 
did not think it worthwhile, but had there been a law 
enforcing agreements and punishing runaways, then written 
agreements would have been universally adopted,^ But he 
said that contracts were entered into with all Chinese 
emigrants shipped from Singapore to other places, and 
advances of twenty dollars or thirty dollars were made;
7this was how the Chinese emigrants were cheated.
The Chinese emigrants could be shipped on credit
gbecause of the merchants m  Singapore, These merchants 
generally made agreements with the eating-houses at 
Swatow, The eating-houses were asked to recruit the
labourers while the merchants themselves were responsible
9for finding work They then made their profit in- 
between* Some headmen paid passage money for their men 
independently.^ These men had been m  this business for 
some time They knew that their investment had no risk 
at all, for the demand for labourers in Singapore was so 
great, a big profit would soon be made after they reached 
Singapore,
Thus, the credit-t1 cket system was a trade of 
Chinese labourers, but was modified* In some ways, this 
system was better than the shipping of Chinese labourers 
to the West Indies and Peru,
7 ~ Free emigrants to California
The credit ticket system which operated between Hong
Kong and California was considered an extension of the
system between Swatow and Singapore,'*' The difference
between the two was that the creditor in the Singapore
trade was usually changed when the Chinese emigrants
arrived at Singapore; m  other words, their employers
paid their passage money and thus became their new
creditors. But the creditor of the Californian migrants
2usually remained the same person.
When did the credit-ticket system of emigration to 
California come into existence? No available source on 
this subject can be quoted* Both the British Consul at
3Canton, Theophilus Sampson and the Director-General,
4Department of Marine and Colonies, Lisbon, believed that 
the credit-tleket system superseded the contract system 
because the American law (Public Act No* 24 of 1862)  ^ did 
not recognize the contract for labourers made out of the
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United States and prohibited American citizens in American 
vessels engaging in the trade of Chinese emigration, 
Western capitalists and rich Chinese in California in 
conjunction with emigration agents in Hong Kong then shipped 
Chinese labourers from Hong Kong on their own account 
under brief terms of contract to themselves; such a 
contract was invisible and on trust.^
In her book Chinese Immigration, Mary R. Coolidge
argued that all Chinese emigrants arriving at California
after 1853 were free emigrants, and not contract 7labourers. The main argument put by Mary R. Coolidge was 
that allegation of the existence of contract labour of 
Chinese had been denied by the San Francisco Protection 
Society, by a Committee of the California State 
Legislative, by the leading newspapers and by other 
reputable men, and that all American official documents 
supporting the existence of contract labour of Chinese 
were influenced by the false reports and misrepresentation 
of D.H. Bailey.8
D.H, Bailey was American Consul at Hong Kong from 
1871 to 1879.^ On April 25, 1871, after having carefully 
examined the subject of Chinese emigration to the United 
States, he found that emigration from China to all parts 
of the world was an organized business for trade, in which 
men of large capital, and firms of great wealth, engaged 
as a regular traffic, by which men were bought and sold 
for so much per head, precisely as a piece of merchandise 
was handled, at its market value. The Chinese labourer 
was bought by the rich trader to serve his purchaser at 
low wages for a series of years in a foreign country and 
the contract was sold by the dealer through his agents in 
the United States and elsewhere for a large advance, and
was a source of great profit to capitalists who had the 
means to buy and sell large numbers of men This contract, 
he continued, was no doubt null and void m  the United 
States, but nevertheless the Chinese labourer would comply 
strictly with all its terms, a copy of which, m  Chinese 
characters, was always m  his possession, and this he 
would do because his purchaser held his household lares in 
the land to which he always hoped and expected to return, 
in pledge for faithful performance of his bonds0 Contact 
with American ideas and the spirit of American law had, in 
some measure, modified the rule as applied to Chinese 
emigrants going to the United States, so that there was m  
reality free and voluntary emigration, but it was so 
surrounded, mixed up, and tainted with the virus of the 
trade of Chinese labourers, as to require the utmost 
vigilance and scrutiny to separate the legitimate from the 
illegitimate emigration,^
DoHo Bailey's view apparently indicated that the
Chinese emigration to the United States was a part of the
whole trade, but had been modified to comply with the
American laws, His conclusion was similar to that of the
11British Consul at Canton, Theophilus Sampson,
Almost at the same time, J, Whitall, a member of the
Hong Kong Legislative Council, and John Smale, Chief
Justice of Hong Kong, both believed that Chinese
12emigration was a slave trade, J, Whitall even said
that there was no such thing as free emigration from 
1 3Hong Kong, " A Memorandum from the Department of Marine 
and Colonies of Portugal in 1871 on Emigration at Macao 
and Hong Kong also pointed out that the Chinese, called 
free passengers, who emigrated by thousands to San 
Francisco from Hong Kong had to make their contracts at
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the last named place where it was not so easy for them to
reject the conditions imposed upon them, being at a great
1 4distance from their homes,
In reply to the above criticism, the Hong Kong
government denied that any contract was entered into at
Hong Kong by the Chinese emigrant to California, but this
denial left open the possibility of contracts being signed
on board ship or at San F r a n c i s c o E v e n  at Hong Kong in
August, 1871 , an American contractor named George E„ Payne
was found to have two hundred and seventy Chinese
labourers on board the Pacific Mail Steamer China bound
for San Francisco, who had contracted through a Chinese
broker named Lai On to go to Louisiana»^ This case was
brought to light, because a dispute arose between the
Chinese emigrants and the broker Lai On, the emigrants
1 7deserting the ship when she was still in harbour
Later, it was found that the emigrants were all contracted
labourers and that their contracts were to have been
1 8signed on board after the steamer left the harbour»
In her book Chinese Coolie Emigration to Countries
within the British Empire, P C«, Campbell concluded that
the free emigrants were only a small proportion of the
whole Chinese emigration to California. In 1876, she
said, the Chinese merchants estimated that there were
148,000 Chinese in California» A small proportion of
these were free emigrants or emigrants indebted only to
their relatives» The remainder, estimated by the Deputy-
Commissioner for Immigration at eighty per cent of the
whole, and by other witnesses at a still higher proportion
1 9were introduced under the credit-ticket system»
PoC, Campbell also gives several pages describing how 
the Chinese clubs at San Francisco took part m  operating
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t h e  c r e d i t - t i c k e t  s y s t e m ,  A l l  C h i n e s e  a r r i v i n g  m
C a l i f o r n i a ,  s h e  s a i d ,  w e r e  o b l i g e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  t h e
c l u b  w h i c h  c o r r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e i r  n a t i v e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e
o f f i c i a l s  o f  w h i c h  w o u l d  be  t h e i r  c r e d i t o r s  o r  t h e  a g e n t s
o f  t h e i r  c r e d i t o r s  M i n u t e  r e c o r d s  w e r e  k e p t  by  t h e  
2 0c l u b s ,  To p r e v e n t  a n y  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  whos e  d e b t s  h a d
n o t  b e e n  r e p a i d  f r o m e s c a p i n g  f r o m t h e i r  c o n t r o l  an
a g r e e m e n t  was  s i g n e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  C h i n e s e  c l u b s  a n d  t h e
P a c i f i c  S t e a m s h i p  Company by  w h i c h  no C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  was
a l l o w e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  C h i n a  u n t i l  he  h a d  o b t a i n e d  a
c e r t i f i c a t e  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he  was  c l e a r  o f  d e b t  on t h e
2 1b o o k s  o f  t h e  c l u b  and  o f  t h e  c l u b ’ s m e m b e r s ,
T h e s e  c l u b s  we r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  I t a l i a n  o r  P o l i s h
c l u b s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o r  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  b e i n g
o r g a n i z e d  by  p e o p l e  c o m i n g  f r o m t h e  s ame  p l a c e  and
s p e a k i n g  t h e  s ame l a n g u a g e .  The  C h i n e s e  c l u b s  w e r e
o r g a n i z e d  on t h e  same f o o t i n g ,  b u t  some c h a n g e s  o c c u r r e d .
The n u m b e r  o f  C h i n e s e  c l u b s  i n  Sa n  F r a n c i s c o  was  mo r e  t h a n
s i x ,  b u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s i x  c l u b s  h a d  l a r g e  m e m b e r s h i p s
2 2a n d  w e r e  a l l  w e l l  known by  o u t s i d e r s
Sam Yap Hui  Kuan ( T h r e e  C o u n t i e s  c l u b ) ,
I n c l u d i n g  p e o p l e  f r o m t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  c o u n t i e s ' ,  
N a m h o i ,  Puny l i ,  a n d  S h u n t a k ,
Kong Chow Hui  Kuan ( Kong Chow c l u b ) .
I n c l u d i n g  p e o p l e  f r o m  S u n wu i  a n d  H o k s h a n  c o u n t i e s ,
N i n g  Yang Hu i  Kuan ( N i n g  Yang c l u b ) .
P e o p l e  f r o m  S u n n i n g  c o u n t y .
Hop Wo Hui  Kuan (Hop Wo c l u b ) ,
I n c l u d i n g  a l l  p e o p l e  h a v i n g  t h e  s u r n a m e  ’ YU’ f r o m 
S u n n i n g  a n d  Ko y i u  c o u n t i e s ,
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Yung Wo Hui  Kuan ( Yung Wo c l u b )  .
P e o p l e  f r o m H e u n g s h a n  ( C h u n g s h a n )  c o u n t y »
Yi n  Wo Hu i  Kuan ( Yi n  Wo c l u b ) .
I n c l u d i n g  a l l  H a k k a s .
The a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  s i x  c l u b s  a n d  t wo  o t h e r s  l a t e r
f o r m e d  an a s s o c i a t i o n  c a l l e d  t h e  ’ C h i n e s e  C o n s o l i d a t e d
B e n e v o l e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n ' . ,  The  name o f  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  m
C h i n e s e  was  ' C h u n g  Hua Kung S o '  a nd  l a t e r  ' C h u n g  Hua Hui
K u a n '  ( t h e  C h i n e s e  c l u b s ) ,  b u t  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s
2 3c a l l e d  i t  ' T h e  S i x  C h i n e s e  C o m p a n i e s ' .  T h e s e  c l u b s  w e r e
b e n e v o l e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  m u t u a l  a i d  s o c i e t i e s  w h i c h  h a d
b e e n  c l e a r l y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  R u l e s  o f  t h e  Sz e  Yap C l u b  i n  
2 4San  F r a n c i s c o  as  w e l l  a s  i n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  s a me  k i n d  o f
2 5c l u b s  i n  a l l  p r i n c i p a l  c i t i e s  i n  C h i n a .  A c c o r d i n g  t o
t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a l l  C h i n e s e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a
2 6i n d e e d  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  j o i n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  c l u b s »  T h i s
p r o v i s i o n  h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  a l l  r u l e s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c l u b s
i n  C h i n a .  To t h e  C h i n e s e ,  t h i s  d e v i c e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a
k i n d  o f  p r o t e c t i o n ,  b u t  n o t  b o n d a g e .  As t o  t h e  a g r e e m e n t
b e t w e e n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  P a c i f i c  S t e a m s h i p  Company ,
t h e  m a i n  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  a g r e e m e n t  was  t o  c o l l e c t  a
s p e c i a l  f e e  c a l l e d  ' Chu K ' o u  S h u i ' ( The  E x i t  C o n t r i b u t i o n )
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  L a t e r
t h i s  a g r e e m e n t  e n d e d ,  b u t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n  was
2 7s t i l l  c o l l e c t e d  by  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .
S i n c e  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e s e  c l u b s  
h a s  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d ,  i t  i s  h a r d  f o r  u s  t o  d r a w a c l e a r  
p i c t u r e  o f  t h e i r  r e a l  n a t u r e .  Bu t  a t  l e a s t  o n e  c a s e  o f  
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n -  An o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t  f o r m  ( i n  C h i n e s e )  
o f  1849  i s  s t i l l  k e p t  i n  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
W e l l s  F a r g o  Bank i n  San F r a n c i s c o .  T h i s  c o n t r a c t  f o r m was
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prepared by an emigration agent at Shanghai, named the 
Hsiang Hsing Co, who prepaid the passage money and 
provided food and other necessities during the voyage for 
the emigrant. The Hsiang Hsing Co, promised to find work 
for the emigrant after his arrival in California, and he 
was only required to arrange with his employer to repay 
the Hsiang Hsing Co, one hundred and twenty-five dollars
2 g
by deducting a sum each month from his wages. It
gives us some idea that the credit-11 eket system already 
existed in 1849 and even had a contract between the 
emigrant and the passage broker in the early days.
The written contract could have been given up by the
passage brokers in Hong Kong between 1858 and 1862, In
1858, the British Parliament passed an Amendment of the
Chinese Passengers Act, 1855, which made it unlawful for
British ships to carry Chinese emigrants to any place not
29being within the British Dominions, The Congress of the
United States in 1862 followed the British action and
decided to prohibit American citizens in American vessels
3 0from engaging in the trade of Chinese emigration. But
no further information on this subject is provided by 
other s ources ,
8, Free emigrants to Australia
As mentioned before, the nature of Chinese emigration 
to Australia changed after the discovery of gold in the 
eastern colonies. When the news of gold being discovered 
in Australia reached Hong Kong, Chinese emigrants who 
could pay their own passage immediately started moving to 
Australia.'*' In 1854 when the Select Committee on Asiatic 
Labour was appointed by the Legislative Council of New
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S o u t h  Wa l e s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e
l a b o u r e r s ,  Andr ew S h o r t r e d e  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e
and  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  m i g r a n t s  t o
A u s t r a l i a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  P o r t  P h i l l i p ,  h a d  b e e n  t h o s e  who
h a d  p a i d  t h e i r  own p a s s a g e  a n d  g o n e  t o  t h e  d i g g i n g s ,  a n d
t h o s e  who h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  S y d n e y  by  e m p l o y e r s  h a d  b e e n
2
b r o u g h t  i n  t h e  m o s t  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  m a n n e r .
The s y s t e m  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  V i c t o r i a  a s  
d e s c r i b e d  i n  1855 by  G o v e r n o r  C h a r l e s  Ho t h a m wa s :
The i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e , h a s  b e c o me  p a r t  o f  
t h e  m e r c a n t i l e  s y s t e m  o f  t h i s  c o l o n y ,  t h e  
m e r c h a n t s ,  a n d  s h o p  o w n e r s ,  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  
i n d i f f e r e n t  as  t h e  r e s u l t s  w h i c h  may e n s u e ,  f r o m  
» . . a n  e x c e s s i b l e  f o r e i g n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e y  s e n d  
t h e i r  s h i p s  t o  Hong Ko n g ,  o r  o t h e r  p o r t s  i n  
C h i n a ,  a n d  r e c e i v e  a l i v i n g  c a r g o ,  w i t h  a s  
l i t t l e  s c r u p l e ,  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  s h i p  b a l e s  o f  d r y  
g o o d s .  Bu t  t h i s  i s  n o t  a l l ;  s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  
c l o s e l y  a p p r o a c h i n g  t o  t r a f f i c  i n  s l a v e s ,  i s  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h i s  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  I am l e d  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  a n d  b a r g a i n s ,  a r e  
e n t e r e d  i n t o ,  a n d  made  w i t h  m a n d a r i n s ,  o r  
h e a d m e n  who e n g a g e  t o  p r o c u r e  t h e  r e q u i r e d  
n u m b e r ,  t h o s e  p r o c u r e d  a r e  b o u n d  by  c o n t r a c t  t o  
wo r k  f o r  a c e r t a i n  t i m e ,  a t  a f i x e d  p r i c e ,  a n d  
a r e  i n  e v e r y  t h i n g  a m e n a b l e  t o  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  
h e a d m a n  who l u r e d  t h e m , ^
A f t e r  h a v i n g  e x a m i n e d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  C h i n e s e  
e m i g r a t i o n  t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  on 
t h e  S u b j e c t  o f  C h i n e s e  I m m i g r a t i o n  i n  1 8 5 7  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  
C h i n e s e  m i g r a n t s  t o  A u s t r a l i a  w e r e  n o t  o f  t h a t  c l a s s  
c ommonl y  known as  c o o l i e s ,  b u t  c o m p r i s e d  men f r o m  t h e  
c o u n t r y  d i s t r i c t s  as  w e l l  as  f r o m  t o w n s ,  c u l t i v a t o r s ,  
t r a d e r s ,  a n d  m e r c h a n t s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  t o  
A u s t r a l i a  was  p a i d  i n  p a r t  by t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  p a r t l y  by  
a d v a n c e s  f r o m  t h e  n a t i v e  b a n k e r s ,  o r  h e a d m e n  o f  t h e i r
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village, their relatives and friends being security for
4the repayment of same.
In 1859 Pe Just stated that the Chinese migrants to 
Australia were all m  parties under headmen, until they 
could repay the advances of their richer brethren, who 
had assisted them to get to the gold fields by paying 
their passage and supplying them with necessities. These 
Chinese, who thus assisted the working parties, sometimes 
went with them, but more generally sent an agent who 
looked after the party until the advance was repaid, after 
which the digger was free to do as he likedc Their great 
industry generally enabled the Chinese diggers to gain 
their independence in a very short time, and then what 
they could obtain was their own,^
The Argus correspondence of 1862 on the subject of
the Chinese immigration had reached a similar conclusion
to that of P, Just, that the Chinese were brought in by
capitalists of their own nation under contract to work
for small wages for a fixed period before gaming their 
6emancip atlon.
A Chinese merchant in Sydney named Henry Leau Appa,
confirmed that some Chinese migrants had money to pay
their own passage; but others, he said, borrowed money
from some gentlemen to pay it, The money which they
7borrowed had to be refunded with interest, Sometimes 
these gentlemen came m  the same ship with the Chinese 
emigrants, and if they did not come, the migrants would
g
send their money to China to them,
A Return of the Chinese emigration from Hong Kong 
during the six years ended December, 1866, shows that out 
of the total of 49,251 Chinese shipped, 37,364 went to
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California and Australia; some defrayed their own
passages, but the great majority of them went out at the
expense of relatives or friends under contracts of service
to their countrymen already settled in California and 
9Australia,
The foregoing statements support the idea 
that, of Chinese emigrants entering Australia only a small 
portion paid their own passages and the remainder borrowed 
money from their relatives, friends or someone else.
In their book The Progress of Australasia m  the 
Nineteenth Century, T-A. Coghlan and T.T. Ewing gave the 
following account of the Chinese emigration operated 
between Hong Kong and Australia. A Chinese merchant in 
Australia, they said, wanted eight hundred or a thousand 
Chinese labourers for the gold diggings, he sent the order 
to his merchant friend in Hong Kong who procured the 
labourers, chartered the steamer, and despatched her with 
the people. The steamer was fitted and provisioned by 
him in accordance with the Chinese Passengers Act, 1855, 
under the eyes of the Emigration Officers in Hong Kong, 
and the emigrants were examined and passed by the health 
officer. There was no difficulty m  getting the 
labourers, and the real trouble was to prevent too many 
getting on board. Security was furnished to the Hong Kong 
merchant before he issued the passage ticket, and, if the 
labourer failed to embark, the money was recovered from 
the sureties, generally relatives or fellow villagers. On 
arrival in Australia, the labourer was received by the 
merchant who had sent the order, and was put to work under 
foremen. Deductions were made from his earnings until the 
cost of his introduction had been refunded. There was no 
written contract and no recourse to the law courts. The
10 1
w h o l e  t r a n s a c t i o n  f r o m b e g i n n i n g  t o  e n d  was  a r r a n g e d  by  
t h e  C h i n e s e  way o f  m u t u a l  p r o f i t .  Th o u g h  t h e r e  was no  
v i s i b l e  c o n t r a c t  on p a p e r ,  t h e  e m p l o y e r  d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  
t o  a d v a n c e  t h e  c o s t s ,  as  he  f e l t  c o n f i d e n t  t h e r e  w o u l d  be  
no  e v a s i o n  o r  b r e a c h  o f  t h e  v e r b a l  e n g a g e m e n t  by  any  o f  
t h e  l a b o u r e r s  The p o w e r  o f  t h e i r  c l u b s  a n d  t h e i r  s o c i a l  
t r a d i t i o n s ,  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  s u r r o u n d e d  a n d  s e c u r e d  on 
a l l  s i d e s ,  e n a b l e d  t h e m t o  r e p a y  t h e i r  d e b t s . ^
No d o u b t ,  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  A u s t r a l i a  was  s i m i l a r  
t o  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  The  C h i n e s e  c l u b s  i n  
San  F r a n c i s c o  h a d  p l a y e d  a r o l e  m  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n .  Were t h e  C h i n e s e  c l u b s  m  A u s t r a l i a  
a s  a c t i v e  as  t h o s e  i n  San  F r a n c i s c o ?  The o r i g i n  o f  t h e  
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  t o  A u s t r a l i a  was  t h e  same as  t h a t  o f  
t h o s e  t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  c h i e f l y  f r o m  F u k i e n  and  Kwa n g t u n g  
p r o v i n c e s .  Mo s t  F u k i e n e s e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  A u s t r a l i a  f r o m 
Amoy and  S i n g a p o r e  came b e f o r e  1 8 5 1 .  A f t e r  1851 a l m o s t  
a l l  C h i n e s e  came f r o m  K w a n g t u n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  f r o m  
Sze  Yap ( T o i s h a n ,  S u n w u i ,  Y a n p i n g ,  H o i p i n g )  , S h i u h m g  
( K o y i u ) ,  a nd  Cha oc how ( C h a o a n ) , *  ^ a n d  f o r m e d  t h e m s e l v e s  
i n t o  c l u b s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m u t u a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  
a s s i s t a n c e . ^
A c c o r d i n g  t o  W i l l i a m  Y o u n g ' s  R e p o r t  on t h e  C o n d i t i o n
o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  P o p u l a t i o n  i n  V i c t o r i a  m  1 8 6 8 , t h e r e  w e r e
f o u r  C h i n e s e  c l u b s  i n  B e e c h w o r t h ,  t h r e e  i n  B a l l a r a t ,  two
i n  C a s t l e m a m e  a nd  one  i n  S a n d h u r s t  and  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e
1 3C a s t l e m a i n e  c l u b  were t h e  s ame as  m  M e l b o u r n e .  W i l l i a m  
Young d i d  n o t  m e n t i o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  C h i n e s e  c l u b s  m  
M e l b o u r n e .  Fr om t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  Sze  Yap 
Cl u b  i n  M e l b o u r n e ,  w h i c h  i s  s t i l l  p r e s e r v e d ,  t wo C h i n e s e
c l u b s  a t  l e a s t  h a d  b e e n  f o r m e d  m  M e l b o u r n e  b e f o r e  1 8 5 4 ,  
C h i n e s e  c l u b s  w e r e  a l s o  f o r m e d  i n  S y d n e y ,  B r i s b a n e ,
14
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Cooktown, Darwin, etc. in the later years. Because these 
clubs were scattered in several colonies, no united club 
like the 'Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association' in 
San Francisco^5 was established in Australia m  the latter 
part of the last century. Therefore the influence of 
these clubs on Chinese emigration to Australia was not so 
significant as those in California.
All evidence shows that those involved in the 
business of Chinese emigration to Australia were wealthy 
Chinese of Chinese firms in Australia. The passage money 
of the emigrants on credit was generally advanced by these 
merchants.^  J „ Dundas Crawford, of the British Consulate 
at Shanghai, has given a quite detailed description on 
this subject. The title of the Cooktown inn 'Garden of 
Go 1 d-Va11eys' , he said, gave rise to a popular belief in 
its connection with the great Chinese firm in Australia, 
whose branches everywhere adopted similar signs, 'Gold 
Streams', 'Gold Profit', etc, This firm was credited with 
the vast design of conducting the entire emigration to 
Northern Queensland, Lowe Kong Meng, however, the head of 
the firm, repudiated the establishment of his business 
agencies further north than Townsville in Queensland, 
although their ramifications from Melbourne extended as 
far west as Perth in Western Australia, and as far as 
Dunedin and Wellington in New Zealand. The next two most 
influential firms preserved in the name of their agencies, 
the words 'Hwa' (flowery), i,e. 'flowery land', and 
'Kwang' (broad), elliptical for Kwangtung (the broad 
land). The firm 'Hopkee' (coalition) so largely depended 
upon the Cooktown trade and the support of Chinese 
capitalists in Australia, that it mattered little to what
103
extent the Hong Kong Opium-guild and Jungkee, the Canton 
1 7coal firm, were interested with emigration agencies -
No Australian or European capitalist is known to have 
taken part in the business of Chinese emigration to 
Australia, Had the Australian style of Chinese emigration 
been identical with that of California, European 
capitalists would no doubt have joined with Chinese 
merchants in making profit from it.
9 , Conclusion
The Chinese emigrants under the eredit-ti eket system 
were bound by tickets or agreements and watched over by 
headmen and so obliged to refund the passage money they 
borrowed and interest to their creditors* These emigrants 
were actually contract labourers m  a different form. The 
distinction between the two was that the emigrants under 
the credit-tieket system were attracted by relatives, 
friends or brokers, but the contract labourers were either 
deceived or forced by crimps and brokers.
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CHAPTER V
PORTS OF EMBARKATION
1 . L o c a t i o n  o f  p o r t s  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  
I n t r o d u c t i o n
One o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  i n
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  was  t h a t  a l m o s t
a l l  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  came f r o m Kwa n g t u n g  a n d  F u k i e n ,  two
s o u t h e a s t e r n  p r o v i n c e s  o f  C h i n a . ^  I m p o r t a n t  s e a p o r t s ,
l i k e  Amoy,  S wa t o w,  Hong Kong ,  C a n t o n ,  a n d  Ma c a o ,  a l o n g  t h e
c o a s t  o f  t h e s e  t wo p r o v i n c e s ,  b e c a m e  t h e  c e n t r e s  o f
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n .  On l y  a v e r y  s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  C h i n e s e
e m i g r a n t s  f r o m  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s  e m b a r k e d  a t  S h a n g h a i  a n d
o t h e r  s e a p o r t s .  S i n g a p o r e  was  n o t  a p o r t  o f  C h i n a ,  b u t
a c t e d  as  a t r a n s - s h i p p i n g  s t a t i o n  f o r  e m i g r a n t s  f r o m  Amoy,
Swa t ow a n d  Hong Kong p r o c e e d i n g  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
2w o r l d .  The  b u s i n e s s  o f  e m i g r a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e d  a v e r y
3
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a d e  o f  t h e s e  p o r t s .  E a c h  o f  
t h e m c a r r i e d  on i t s  own s y s t e m ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a s p e c i a l  
p e r i o d  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y ,
Amoy
Amoy i s  a c i t y  on an i s l a n d  b e a r i n g  t h e  same name as  
t h e  p o r t  f o r  Ch u a n c h o w ( C h i n g k i a n g )  a n d  Ch a n g c h o w 
( L u n g k i ) ,  t wo f a mo u s  c o u n t i e s  n e a r  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  
c o a s t  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  F u k i e n .  I t  was  o p e n e d  as  a 
t r e a t y  p o r t  i n  1844  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  
N a n k i n g ,  1 8 4 2 .  Amoy h a d  l o n g  b e e n  one  o f  t h e  ma i n  p o r t s  
f r o m  w h i c h  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  we n t  t o  T a i w a n ,  t h e
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Philippine Islands and the Malay Peninsula by their own
. , 3ajunk s.
The first shipment of Chinese labourers under
contract with foreigners from Amoy was made in a French
vessel to the Island of Bourbon (Reunion Island) in 
41845. Chinese labourers were first carried by a British 
ship named Duke of Argyle for Havana on March 7, 1847„^
The first group of one hundred and twenty Chinese 
labourers engaged by Australian squatters left Amoy on 
board the ship Nimrod for Sydney on July 7, 1848,^ From
then until September 1852, 4,840 Chinese labourers to
7Australia and other countries were shipped from Amoy.
The annual distribution of Chinese labourers who left Amoy 
for Sydney was as follows:-
Year
Number of Chinese 
for Australia
1848 120
1849 280
1850 422
1851 1, 438
1852 478
Total 2,738
The numbers of Chinese labourers shipped to other 
countries during the same period was 2,102:-
Year Cuba Honolulu Peru Demerara
1847
1851
632
200
1852 300 101 404 465
Total 932 30 1 404 465
Mos t Chinese labourers shipped at Amoy were kidnapped
by fraud and force, seduced by false representation, and 
otherwise conveyed on board emigrant ships without their
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own c o n s e n t »  S u c h  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  p r o c u r i n g  C h i n e s e  
l a b o u r e r s  made t h e  C h i n e s e  p e o p l e  a n g r y  w i t h  f o r e i g n e r s  a t
9
Amoy.  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a r i o t  a g a i n s t  an a t t e m p t  made by  a 
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  a g e n t ,  F r a n c i s  Da r b y  Syme ( o f  t h e  h o u s e  
o f  Syme,  Mu i r  a n d  Co»)  t o  r e s c u e  a l a b o u r  b r o k e r  f r o m t h e  
h a n d s  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  o c c u r r e d  on N o v e mb e r  24 ,  
1852» F o u r  C h i n e s e  w e r e  k i l l e d  a nd  mor e  w e r e  w o u n d e d  by 
m a r i n e s  a n d  s a i l o r s  f r o m t h e  B r i t i s h  s h i p  S a l a m a n d e r . ^  
Fr om t h e  n o t  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  A c t i n g  
C o n s u l ,  B a c k h o u s e ,  r e p o r t e d ,  o n l y  t h r e e  v e s s e l s  l e f t  Amoy 
w i t h  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s ;  f o u r  v e s s e l s  p r o c e e d e d  t o  Namao t o  
s h i p  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  t h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  
c o u l d  h a r d l y  be  o b t a i n e d  a t  Amoy.'*' '*'
I n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  t h o u g h  t h e  t r a d e  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  
was  c o n t i n u o u s l y  c a r r i e d  on a t  Amoy,  i t  was  on a s m a l l  
s c a l e  a n d  Amoy b e c a m e  a l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  p o r t  o f  C h i n e s e  
e m i g r a t i o n . *  ^
Sw a t  ow
Swa t ow i s  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  mo u t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  Ha n ,
n e a r  t h e  e a s t e r n  b o r d e r  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  K w a n g t u n g ,  I t
i s  t h e  p o r t  o f  Ch a o c h o w ( C h a o a n )  a n d  was  n o t  a t r e a t y
1 3p o r t  u n t i l  1860» O u t s i d e  t h e  p o r t ,  t h e r e  a r e  two 
i m p o r t a n t  i s l a n d s  n a me d  Namoa a n d  D o u b l e  I s l a n d »
A f t e r  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  a t  Amoy,  b o t h  E u r o p e a n  a g e n t s
a n d  C h i n e s e  b r o k e r s ,  f o r  f e a r  o f  p u n i s h m e n t ,  moved  t o
1 4Swa t ow t o  e n g a g e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s .  J ,  T a i t ,  a B r i t i s h  
s u b j e c t  and  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s h i p p e r  a t  Amoy,  s e n t  h i s  
r e c e i v i n g  s h i p ,  t h e  E m i g r a n t , down t o  N a m o a ^  a n d  o t h e r s  
e r e c t e d  b a r r a c o o n s  a t  Swa t ow f o r  c a r r y i n g  on t h e  t r a f f i c  
o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  on a v e r y  e x t e n s i v e  s c a l e . ^ A
1 0 7
B r i t i s h  s h i p  name d  E l e a n o r  L a n c a s t e r  t o o k  on C h i n e s e  
l a b o u r e r s  t h e r e  and  l e f t  f o r  S y d n e y  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  18 5 2 .
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Swa t ow s o o n  b e c a me  t h e  p o r t  o f  c o l l e c t i o n  a nd  s h i p m e n t  o f
18C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s B e c a u s e  n e i t h e r  C h i n e s e  n o r  B r i t i s h
a u t h o r i t i e s  h a d  any  c o n t r o l  o v e r  e m i g r a n t s  a t  Swa t ow i n
19t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  P a s s e n g e r s  Ac t  o f  1855 was
20e v a d e d  by  s h i p s  c l e a r i n g  o u t  o f  S wa t o w,  a n d  C h i n e s e
l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  t r i c k e d  by  b r o k e r s  w i t h  t a l e s  o f  f o r t u n e s  
2 1o v e r s e a s .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  e m i g r a n t s  f r o m  Swa t ow w e r e
s h i p p e d  t o  Macao  a n d  S i n g a p o r e  f o r  t r a n s - s h i p m e n t  t o
2 2f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .
On F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 8 6 7 ,  a B r i t i s h  s h i p ,  D r a k e , d i r e c t e d
by  L i e u t e n a n t  Commande r  R . S .  H u n t ,  c a p t u r e d  a b o a t  l e a v i n g
D o u b l e  I s l a n d ,  l o a d e d  w i t h  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s ,  b o u n d  f o r
Ma c a o .  T h e r e  w e r e  t w e n t y - f i v e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  on b o a r d ,
a l l  o f  whom c l a i m e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  k i d n a p p e d  a nd  a s k e d  t o  be
2 3t a k e n  b a c k  t o  S wa t o w.  T h i s  b o a t  was  u n d e r  no  f l a g ,  b u t
was  c h a r t e r e d  by  c r i m p s  a c t i n g  on a b a r g a i n  made  by  a
P o r t u g u e s e  a n d  some C a n t o n e s e  who h a d  l o d g e d  a sum o f
money  e q u a l  t o  f o r t y  d o l l a r s  a h e a d  f o r  t h e  C h i n e s e
l a b o u r e r s  w i t h  a C h i n e s e  f i r m  i n  S wa t o w.  The  P o r t u g u e s e
r e t u r n e d  t o  Hong Kong s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  b a r g a i n  was  m a d e ,  a nd
2 4l e f t  t h e  C a n t o n e s e  t o  a c c o m p a n y  t h e  l a b o u r e r s  t o  Ma c a o .
Swa t ow a l s o  p r o v i d e d  Hong Kong a n d  S i n g a p o r e  w i t h  C h i n e s e
l a b o u r e r s .  I n  h i s  r e m a r k s  on A p r i l  10 ,  1 8 6 9 ,  T.  G a r d i n e r
A u s t i n ,  t h e n  C o l o n i a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n
c a r r i e d  on f r o m Hong Kong was  s u p p o r t e d  by  E u r o p e a n  a g e n t s
2 5a t  Swat ow who h a d  C h i n e s e  c o l l e c t o r s  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e m .
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  t a k e n  t o  S i n g a p o r e  w e r e  a l m o s t  
e n t i r e l y  c a r r i e d  on by  E u r o p e a n s ;  t h e  C h i n e s e ,  t o  s a v e  
t h e m s e l v e s  t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  o f f i c i a l s ,  w o r k e d  
t h r o u g h  E u r o p e a n  a g e n t s ,  s u c h  a s  B r a d l e y  $ C o . , P u s t o u  §
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2 6 2 7Co», and Dirks and Drüger. When one of these agents
announced that a ship was going to sail for Singapore,
about thirty or more brokers at Swatow would collect
Chinese labourers and receive a commission of twenty cents
for each man procured, The agent then issued tickets Cone
for each Chinese labourer) to the brokers, The brokers
used these tickets to send the Chinese labourers on 
2 8board, Upon arrival at Singapore, Chinese labourers
were engaged by employers or other agents who paid their 
2 9passage money, But most of them were deceived to be
30sold as slaves at Singapore»
The abuse of Chinese emigration at Swatow was brought
to the notice of Chinese authorities when Swatow was
opened to foreign trade in 1860. The Viceroy of Kwangtung
and Kwangsi, Lao Ch1ung-kuang, issued a proclamation
prohibiting the business of ’selling pigs' (kidnapping
Chinese labourers) and allowing people of all countries to
establish depots at Swatow to receive Chinese labourers
who desired to be employed for foreign services in
accordance with the regulations approved by Chinese
31authorities at Canton. But the proclamation was
actually ignored by both the Chinese and Europeans who 
engaged in the Chinese labourer business. The 
malpractices of shipping Chinese labourers at Swatow were 
continuously going on without any improvement towards the 
end of the nineteenth century.
Hong Kong
The island of Hong Kong is situated at the mouth of 
the Pearl River; it is of about 29 square miles in area, 
consisting mainly of a chain of hills. The ratification 
of the cession of Hong Kong from China to Great Britain
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w e r e  e x c h a n g e d  a t  Hong Kong on J u n e  2 6 ,  18 4 3 .  The
o r i g i n a l  c e s s i o n  i n c l u d e d  o n l y  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Hong Kong,
The Ko wl o o n  P e n i n s u l a ,  w i t h  an a r e a  o f  a b o u t  two h u n d r e d
s q u a r e  m i l e s ,  p r o j e c t i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  h a r b o u r  on i t s  n o r t h
s i d e ,  was  a d d e d  t o  t h e  c e s s i o n  i n  1 8 6 0 .  I n  1899 t h e
e x t e n s i o n  o f  Kowl oon  w i t h  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  and  s e v e n t y - s i x
s q u a r e  m i l e s  was made by a l e a s e  f r o m t h e  C h i n e s e
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  n i n e t y - n i n e  y e a r s ,  t h e  l e a s e  i n c l u d i n g
a l s o  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  L a n t a o  a n d  t h e  w a t e r s  t o  t h e  f a r t h e r
s h o r e s  o f  M i r s  Bay a n d  Deep Bay .  Hong Kong h a d  b e e n  a
b u s y  m a r t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  1 8 5 6 ,  a n d  h a d  s e r v e d  t h e  p o r t s
32o f  S o u t h  C h i n a  as  a d i s t r i b u t i n g  c e n t r e .
The f i r s t  s h i p  w i t h  one  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y - n i n e
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  a r r i v i n g  a t  S y d n e y  on F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1849
3 3f r o m  Hong Kong was  t h e  L o n d o n . A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e c o r d s ,
f r o m F e b r u a r y  t o  A p r i l  1 8 5 4 ,  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  u p w a r d s  o f
342 , 1 0 0  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  d e p a r t e d  f o r  M e l b o u r n e .  From
N o v e m b e r ,  1854  t o  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 5 5 ,  e l e v e n  m o n t h s ,  1 0 , 1 3 1  
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  i n  t h i r t y - t h r e e  s h i p s  l e f t  Hong Kong 
f o r  M e l b o u r n e  a n d  3 , 0 4 1  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  i n  e i g h t e e n  
s h i p s  l e f t  Hong Kong f o r  C a l i f o r n i a . 3 ^
L a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  s h i p p e d  i n  
s u c h  a s h o r t  t i m e .  I n e v i t a b l y  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  
t r a n s p o r t  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  c o m m i t t e d .  Some 
C h i n e s e  w e r e  c a r r i e d  away a g a i n s t  t h e i r  w i l l  a n d  some 
s h i p s  w e r e  l o a d e d  w i t h  e x c e s s i v e  n u m b e r s  o f  C h i n e s e ,
B e t w e e n  1850  a n d  1 8 5 4 ,  n u m e r o u s  c a s e s  o f  h i g h  m o r t a l i t y  
a n d  m u t i n y  on b o a r d  t h e s e  s h i p s  w e r e  o c c u r r i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  
m i d d l e  p a s s a g e . ^
I n  v i e w  o f  t h e s e  f a c t s ,  b o t h  C h a r l e s  A. W i n c h e s t e r ,
3 7o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o n s u l a t e  a t  Amoy,  a n d  Dr J o h n  B o w r i n g ,  
B r i t i s h  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  T r a d e  i n  C h i n a ,  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a
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strict system of regulation and supervision over 
emigration to British colonies and over British vessels 
employed to convey emigrants to foreign countries had to 
be estab 1ished.^^
In 1853 the British government passed an 'Act to
Amend and Consolidate the Laws Relating to the Carriage of
Passengers by Sea', declaring twelve superficial feet
instead of fifteen superficial feet to be a sufficient
39allowance of space for any natives of Asia or Africa.
But the 'British Passengers Act' only controlled British
ships within three miles of the coast of the British port,
The Governor of Hong Kong, Samuel George Bonham, declared
that if this Act were to be enforced in Hong Kong, it
would have been immediately evaded by the masters and
consignees of vessels removing them either to Kowloon,
about three miles distance from the anchorage of Hong Kong
harbour, or to Macao, Whampoa, Cumsingnoon, or some other
40Chinese ports in the vicinity.
Consequently, 'An Act for the Regulation of Chinese
Passenger Ships' or 'Chinese Passengers Act, 1855' was
4 1passed by the British Parliament on August 14, 1855 . In
this Act, the term 'Chinese passenger ship' meant every 
ship carrying from any port in Hong Kong and every British 
ship carrying from any port in China or within one hundred 
miles of the coast of China, more than twenty passengers, 
being natives of Asia. The Governor of Hong Kong was 
empowered by this Act to proclaim the duration of the 
voyage of any Chinese passenger ship, and to alter the 
scale of dietary, medicines, and medical comforts. No 
Chinese passenger ship could clear out or proceed to sea 
on any voyage of more than seven days duration until the 
master had received from an Emigration Officer a
Ill
certificate If any Chinese passenger ship cleared out or 
proceeded to sea on any voyage exceeding seven days in 
duration without such emigration papers as aforesaid, or 
if the emigration papers of any Chinese passenger ship 
were forged or fraudulently altered, such ship was to be 
forfeited to the government.
From then on, the shipment of Chinese labourers from
treaty ports was brought under control, but at non-treaty
ports, like Swatow, Cumsingnoon and Macao, the abuse was
still carried on.^ In 1856 even labourer ships, John
Calvin and Duke of Por11 and,1eft Hong Kong evading the
4 3Chinese Passengers Act, 1855,
In order to put a check on the frauds to which
Chinese emigrants were from time to time exposed by
unprincipled men, both European and Chinese, the Hong Kong
government issued the 'Ordinance for Licensing and
Regulating Emigration Passage Brokers' on November 3,
441857« According to this ordinance, no person could act 
as a passage broker, or in procuring passengers, without 
having entered into a bond in the sum of five thousand 
dollars and obtained a licence and every person obtaining 
such licence as aforesaid had to pay to the Emigration 
Office a fee of two hundred dollars«
However, this ordinance did not stop the disgraceful
traffic entirely, Americans, Frenchmen, Germans and
other foreigners continued their business by leaving
45their ships outside Hong Kong waters, During the years
from 1855 to 1867, the number of Chinese labourers shipped
from Hong Kong and reported at the Emigration Office was 
46147,763, Of them, 62,147 proceeded to Australia and 
62,000 to California,
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The e m i g r a t i o n  s y s t e m  i n  Hong Kong was  b i t t e r l y
4 7a t t a c k e d  by t h e  n e w s p a p e r s ,  C h i n a  M a i l  a n d  D a i l y  P r e s s ,
T h o u g h  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  R i c h a r d  G r a v e s  M a c D o n n e l l ,  d e f e n d e d
h i m s e l f  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s
4 8i n  Hong Kong was  w e l l  c o n t r o l l e d ,  a me mber  o f  t h e  Hong
Kong L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  J .  W h i t t a l l ,  d i d  n o t  e v e n
b e l i e v e  t h a t  any  v o l u n t a r y  e m i g r a t i o n  e x i s t e d  i n  Hong Kong 
49o r  i n  Ma c a o .  The B r i t i s h  C o n s u l  a t  C a n t o n ,  D. B,
R o b e r t s o n ,  s u p p o r t e d  W h i t t a l l ' s  o p i n i o n  and  s a i d  t h a t  
W h i t t a l l  was  n o t  f a r  wr o n g  when  he  w i s h e d  t h e  o r d i n a n c e  
b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  w i t h d r a w n ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  s u b s t i t u t e d  
p r o h i b i t i n g  e m i g r a t i o n  a l t o g e t h e r ,  i n a s m u c h  as  t h e r e  was  
no  v o l u n t a r y  e m i g r a t i o n  f r o m Hong K o n g . ^  J .  G a r d i n e r  
A u s t i n ,  t h e  t h e n  C o l o n i a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  a l s o  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  
when  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  was  c a r r i e d  on f r o m  Hong Kong ,  t h e r e  
w e r e  E u r o p e a n  s u b - a g e n t s  on t h e  m a i n l a n d  o p p o s i t e  Hong 
Kong a nd  a t  S wa t o w ,  b u t  t h e y  h a d  C h i n e s e  c o l l e c t o r s  u n d e r  
t h e m ,  a n d  s u c h  was  a l w a y s  t h e  c a s e  as  he  a p p r e h e n d e d , ^
When A r t h u r  Ke n n e d y  t o o k  t h e  p o s i t i o n  as  G o v e r n o r
o f  Hong Kong ,  i n  1 8 7 3 ,  he  i n t r o d u c e d  t h r e e  o r d i n a n c e s  t o
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n .
O r d i n a n c e  No.  3 o f  1873 g a v e  t h e  H a r b o u r  M a s t e r  e x t e n s i v e
p o w e r s  o f  r e g u l a t i o n  a nd  i r o n  f i t t i n g s  f o r  p a s s e n g e r  s h i p s
5 2w e r e  f o r b i d d e n .  O r d i n a n c e  No.  5 o f  1873  r e q u i r e d  e v e r y
s h i p  f i t t i n g  a n d  p r o v i s i o n i n g  i n  Hong Kong f o r  t h e
e m i g r a n t  s e r v i c e  t o  f i r s t  o b t a i n  a l i c e n c e  f r o m  t h e  
5 3G o v e r n o r .  O r d i n a n c e  No.  6 o f  1873  p r o v i d e d  b e t t e r
54p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  C h i n e s e  women a n d  f e m a l e  c h i l d r e n .  I n
1874 G o v e r n o r  Ke n n e d y  i s s u e d  t h e  ' C h i n e s e  E m i g r a t i o n  
C o n s o l i d a t i o n  O r d i n a n c e ,  1 8 7 4 '  w h i c h  c o n s o l i d a t e d  and  
a me n d e d  a l l  p r e v i o u s  o r d i n a n c e s . ^  I t  was  a me n d e d  a g a i n  
by  t h e  o r d i n a n c e s ,  No.  5 o f  1 8 7 6 ^  a n d  No.  1 o f  1 8 7 7 , ^8 7 7 ,
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A f t e r  t h e s e  o r d i n a n c e s  came i n t o  f o r c e ,  t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  was c o n t r o l l e d  by  t h e  Hong Kong 
a u t h o r i t i e s .
B e t w e e n  1866  a n d  1 8 7 7 ,  among C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  t o  
A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e r e  w e r e  C h i n e s e  c o n v i c t s  d e p o r t e d  by  t h e
r o
Hong Kong P o l i c e  O f f i c e »  I n  1876 a l o n e ,  f i f t y  o f f e n d e r s
59w e r e  s h i p p e d  o f f  i n  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  t o  Q u e e n s l a n d .  I t
was  s t o p p e d  by  J o h n  P o p e  H e n n e s s y  when  he  t o o k  o v e r  h i s  
g o v e r n o r s h i p  i n  1 8 7 7 . ^
C a n t o n
C a n t o n  i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h  b a n k  o f  t h e  P e a r l
R i v e r  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f
K w a n g t u n g .  The  C h i n e s e  name o f  t h i s  c i t y  i s  K wa n g c h o w .
C a n t o n  was known as  a f o r e i g n  t r a d e  p o r t  as  e a r l y  a s  t h e
f i f t h  c e n t u r y . ^  B e t w e e n  618  a nd  1 276 , C a n t o n  was  t h e
6 2 6 3b u s i e s t  s e a p o r t  i n  C h i n a .  * D u r i n g  t h e  Ylian a n d  Mi ng
d y n a s t i e s ,  1 2 7 7 - 1 6 4 4 ,  C a n t o n  was  u s e d  o n l y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e
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o f  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s  o f  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s ,  no  l o n g e r  as
a t r a d e  p o r t ,   ^ C a n t o n  b e c a m e  t h e  o n l y  s e a p o r t  i n  C h i n a
6 6when i t  was  r e o p e n e d  t o  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  i n  1685»
When C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  f i r s t  c o n t r a c t e d  by
w e s t e r n e r s  f o r  o v e r s e a  s e r v i c e  i s  s t i l l  unknown» I n  1 8 5 2 ,
t h e  B r i t i s h  C o n s u l  a t  C a n t o n ,  E l m s l i e ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t
e m i g r a t i o n  h a d  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  f ew y e a r s  t a k e n  p l a c e  f r o m
C a n t o n  t o  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e m i g r a n t s
w e r e  s h i p p e d  a t  Whampoa,  C u m s i n g m o o n ,  Ma c a o ,  a n d  Hong 
6 7Kong ,  Whampoa,  s i t u a t e d  a t  t w e l v e  m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  f r o m 
C a n t o n ,  was  t h e  a n c h o r a g e  o f  s e a - g o i n g  v e s s e l s  a n d  
Cu ms i n g mo o n  was  an o p i u m s t a t i o n  a t  t h e  mo u t h  o f  t h e  P e a r l  
R i v e r »  No a u t h o r i t y  was  p r e s e n t  t o  c h e c k  any  a mo u n t  o f
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6 8misdoings at Whampoa and Cumsingmoon. Consequently, the
abuse of shipping Chinese labourers was followed,, On 
April 6, 1859, the merchants at Canton sent the following
petition to the British authorities:
Our province of Kwangtung has for more than 200 
years had commercial intercourse with your 
country; both parties have observed good faith, 
mutual confidence has subsisted, and each and 
all have enjoyed the advantages accruing.
Unexpectedly the Portuguese have recently built 
several barracoons at Macao, and in conjunction 
with Chinese merchants, whom they protect and 
screen, they have hired not only steamers and 
lorchas, in connection with which they make use 
of your country's name, but also all kinds of 
river boats, large and small, all having the 
Portuguese on board, and which anchor at Whampoa, 
and various other places in all parts of the 
Canton waters, where numerous stratagems and 
devices are employed in order to deceive and 
delude the children of virtuous families, and 
also the inexperienced country louts. These 
having been once kidnapped or seized by violence, 
or as it is called 'the pigs having been bought', 
are taken to the large sea-going vessels, where 
they are bound and confined m  the dark hold, and 
then carried to the ’pig guild' [Barracoon] at 
Macao . °9
Following this petition, three proclamations were 
issued by the Allied Commanders, Pai Kuei, Governor of 
Kwangtung, and Choo, Magistrate of Nanhai and Hwang, 
Magistrate of Punyli, between April 6 and 9 , 1859 , for the 
purpose of suppressing kidnapping, and also of 
authorizing voluntary emigration of Chinese from Kwangtung 
to foreign countries.
In view of Chinese authorities easing the law 
allowing Chinese to seek a livelihood in foreign lands, 
the British Emigration Agent, J „ Gardiner Austin, proposed 
a five points plan for regulating the emigration of
115
71C h i n e s e  f r o m  C a n t o n «  I t  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a l l  C h i n e s e
d e s i r i n g  t o  e m i g r a t e  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  We s t  I n d i e s  s h o u l d  be  
r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m i g r a t i o n  H o u s e ,  Wh i l e  l i v i n g  
a t  t h e  E m i g r a t i o n  H o u s e ,  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  w o u l d  be  a t  l i b e r t y  
t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  o r  f r i e n d s .  Th e y  w o u l d  
r e c e i v e  f o r t y - e i g h t  h o u r s '  n o t i c e  o f  t h e i r  i n t e n d e d  
e m b a r k a t i o n .  The s i g n i n g  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s  w o u l d  be  
c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  E m i g r a t i o n  A g e n t  a n d  t h e  
C h i n e s e  S u p e r i n t e n d i n g  O f f i c e r .  When o n c e  e m b a r k e d ,  no  
e m i g r a n t  w o u l d  be  a l l o w e d  t o  l a n d .  The B r i t i s h  E m i g r a t i o n  
A g e n t  was  a l w a y s  t o  r e s i d e  a t  t h e  E m i g r a t i o n  H o u s e ,  a n d  
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  was  a l s o  t o  be  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  C h i n e s e  
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g  O f f i c e r .
B o t h  t h e  A l l i e d  Comma nde r s  a n d  V i c e r o y  o f  K w a n g t u n g  
a n d  K w a n g s i ,  Lao C h ' u n g - k u a n g , s a n c t i o n e d  A u s t i n ’ s p l a n  and
a u t h o r i z e d  A u s t i n  t o  e n g a g e  l a b o u r e r s  f r o m  C h i n a  t o  t h e
72B r i t i s h  We s t  I n d i e s .  A p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  m a k i n g  A u s t i n ' s  
p l a n  known t o  t h e  p e o p l e ,  was  i s s u e d  by  V i c e r o y  Lao on 
O c t o b e r  2 8 ,  1 8 5 9 . 73
On No v e mb e r  5 ,  1 8 5 9 ,  J .  G a r d i n e r  A u s t i n  a n n o u n c e d  t h e
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  h i s  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  a t  C a n t o n  a n d  t h e
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t e r m s  on w h i c h  he  was  p r e p a r e d  t o  e n g a g e  l a b o u r e r s .  I n
o r d e r  t o  p u t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  e m i g r a t i o n  u n d e r  c o n t r o l ,
V i c e r o y  Lao s e n t  h i s  t r o o p  t o  Whampoa ,  a r r e s t i n g  s e v e n t y -
s e v e n  p e r s o n s ;  o f  t h e m ,  f o r t y - o n e  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  be
k i d n a p p e d  p e o p l e  and  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  t h i r t y - s i x  w e r e  t r i e d
on t h e  c h a r g e  o f  h a v i n g  k i d n a p p e d  a n d  s o l d  t h e i r  f e l l o w -
men.  A f t e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e i g h t e e n  o f  t h e m  w e r e  c o n d e m n e d
75t o  c a p i t a l  p u n i s h m e n t  a n d  b e h e a d e d  on N o v e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 8 5 9 ,
Ab o u t  t h e  s ame  t i m e  V i c e r o y  Lao a d d r e s s e d  b o t h  t h e  A l l i e d  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o n s u l s  a t  C a n t o n  r e q u e s t i n g  
t h e m  t o  b r i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  t h e i r
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r e s p e c t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  r e q u i r e
a l l  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s  o r  c i t i z e n s  e n g a g i n g  1 n t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  c o n d u c t  i t  i n  f u t u r e  b a s e d  on s u c h
r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  t h o s e  w h i c h  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e r
7 6h a d  a l r e a d y  p u t  i n t o  f o r c e .
But  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  a t  Whampao i n  no way c h a n g e d .  C h i n e s e
l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  n o t  o n l y  d e c o y e d  a w a y ,  o r  k i d n a p p e d  by
s t e a l t h ,  b u t  w e r e  o f t e n  c a r r i e d  o f f  by  o p e n  f o r c e ,
F o r e i g n  r e c e i v i n g  v e s s e l s  a t  Whampoa c o n t i n u e d  t o  be
e n g a g e d  i n  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e
7 7a g e n c y  o f  t h e  c r i m p  b o a t s .  The A l l i e d  Comma n d e r s  w e r e
c o m p e l l e d  t o  a p p e a l  t o  c o n s u l s  a t  C a n t o n  t o  c o n c e r t  among
t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  m e a s u r e s  b e s t  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e
7 8a b u s e s  t h a t  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  l i g h t .
I n  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m a n d e r s ,  t h e  c o n s u l s ,  on
F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 6 0 ,  s u b m i t t e d  a t e n  p o i n t s  p l a n  i n  f a v o u r  o f
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a p r o p e r  C h i n e s e  E m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e ,
o f  w h i c h  t h e  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  w e r e  t o  be  p a r t l y  n a t i v e  a n d
p a r t l y  f o r e i g n ,  a c t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e
C u s t o m - H o u s e .  Th e y  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e
a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w o u l d  be  l i m i t e d  a n d
i m p e r f e c t ,  u n l e s s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  m e a s u r e s  w e r e  t a k e n  i n  t wo
f o r e i g n  p o r t s  a d j a c e n t  t o  C a n t o n  t o  r e n d e r  e m i g r a t i o n
79p r a c t i c a l l y  f r e e .  T h e i r  s u g g e s t i o n s  w e r e  t u r n e d  down by
t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m a n d e r s ,  b e c a u s e  some p o i n t s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e
c o n s u l s ’ l e t t e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  t e r m s  o f  c o n t r a c t  f o r
8 0e i g h t  y e a r s ,  n e e d e d  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  L o r d  R u s s e l l
o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  t h e n  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a p l a n  o f  
e m i g r a t i o n  f r o m C h i n a  r e g u l a t e d  by  t h e  a g e n t s  o f  E u r o p e a n  
n a t i o n s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a d  t o  
b e  d r a f t e d .
117
In October 1861 ’Rules under which Houses for the
Reception of Chinese Emigrants to Foreign Countries May Be
Opened at the City of Canton* were issued by the Chinese
authorities at Canton and the Allied Commissioners. They
required that the emigration houses be controlled by both
the governor and the consul of the nation to which the
master of the houses belonged and that a system of
inspection be established to supervise the business of
8 2Chinese emigration.
Accordingly, British, French, Spanish, American and
other emigration houses were established at Canton one 
8 3after another. But these houses did not reduce the
84number of Chinese kidnapped. The following is a 
statement on kidnapping made by the British Vice-Consul at 
Canton, W.F. Mayers, on November 1 , 18 6 6: -
Towards the middle of last month, it became 
widely rumored in Canton that the city was alive 
with kidnappers, and numerous instances of the 
disappearances of friends and relatives were 
recounted to me by the Chinese. About the same 
time, I was informed that Chinese crimps were in 
the habit of travelling up and down in the river 
steamers between Canton and Macao, and of 
purchasing from the second rate crimps at this 
place all coolies brought to the steamers, just 
before her departure in the morning, the price 
paid being ten dollars, or an advance of seven 
dollars beyond the rates formerly given for 
similarly obtained victims. On arrival at Macao 
each coolie was said to be worth thirty dollars 
to the b rok e r. 85
For the protection of Chinese emigrants as contract 
labourers, in accordance with the articles referring to 
this subject in the English and French Conventions of 
October 1860, Prince Kung of the Chinese Government and 
the British and French representatives at Peking,
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Rutherford Alcock and M. Henri de Bellonet met at Peking
and signed the 'Convention to Regulate the Engagement of
Chinese Emigrants by British and French Subjects' on
March 5, 1866. It had a total of twenty-two articles and
was well adapted to correct abuses at all Chinese 
8 6seaports. The Chinese government immediately put the
new rules into effect requiring all officials concerned
to maintain a system of strict surveillance in accordance
8 7with the provisions laid down.
Unfortunately, this Convention was never ratified by
the governments of either Great Britain or France, because
it would prove injurious to the interests of their 
8 8colonies. As a consequence, the emigration from Canton
ceased. All activities of Chinese emigration were
89transferred to Macao, The British Foreign Office then
instructed Rutherford Alcock to use every effort to allow
emigration to continue on the original footing, pending
9 0modification of the convention. After the attempt was
9 1persistently refused by the Chinese Foreign Office,
Rutherford Alcock gave an order to D.B. Robertson, British
Consul at Canton, to despatch Chinese emigrants under the
9 2regulations as they stood before 1866. The stand of the 
Viceroy at Canton on this subject was as firm as the 
Chinese Foreign Office, therefore, Robertson replied 'I
93regret I have been unable to carry out your instructions'.
However, since the business of Chinese emigration was 
still carried on in Macao and Hong Kong, Canton and its 
adjacent districts became suppliers of Chinese labourers 
for these places in the later years.
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Ma c a o
Ma c a o  i s  s i t u a t e d  u p o n  a p e n i n s u l a  f o r m i n g  p a r t  o f  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  H e u n s h a n  ( C h u n g s h a n ) , i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  
K w a n g t u n g ,  a t  t h e  W e s t e r n  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  P e a r l  R i v e r  a nd  
some f o r t y  m i l e s  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  Hong Kong .  Macao  was  
f i r s t  r e n t e d  by  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  i n  1 5 5 7 .  The  P o r t u g u e s e  
p a i d  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  a r e n t  e v e r y  y e a r  up t o  
1 8 4 8 .  I n  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  r e f u s e d  t o  
c o n t i n u e  t o  p a y  t h e  r e n t  a n d  e x p e l l e d  t h e  C h i n e s e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  f r o m  t h e  c o l o n y .  The  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  P o r t u g a l  
was  r e c o g n i z e d  f i n a l l y  by C h i n a  i n  t h e  t r e a t y  o f  1 8 8 7 ,
The c e s s i o n ,  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ,  i n c l u d e d  t wo  
i s l a n d s ,  T a i p a  a n d  C o l o a n e ,  d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  h a r b o u r .
B e f o r e  t h e  Opi um War ,  1 8 4 0 - 4 2 ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  C h i n e s e  
g o v e r n m e n t  i m p o s e d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  u p o n  f o r e i g n  m e r c h a n t s  a t  
C a n t o n ,  Ma c a o  was  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  i n  C h i n a .  
A f t e r  t h a t  w a r ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  o p e n e d  S h a n g h a i ,  
Amoy,  C a n t o n ,  Fooc how a n d  N i n g p o  as  t r e a t y  p o r t s  a n d  
c e d e d  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Hong Kong t o  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  f o r e i g n  
m e r c h a n t s  g r a d u a l l y  moved  o u t  o f  Macao w h i c h  d e c l i n e d  i n  
i m p o r t a n c e . ^
I n  1839  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  a l r e a d y  f o u n d  t o  b e
95s h i p p e d  t o  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  f r o m  Ma c a o .  The 
d i s t u r b a n c e  a t  Amoy i n  1852  d r o v e  t h e  s p e c u l a t o r s  i n  t h e  
t r a d e  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  Ma c a o .  Ma c a o  s o o n
96f o l l o w e d  Amoy a s  t h e  m a i n  p o r t  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n .
The  f i r s t  s h i p m e n t  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  f r o m  Ma c a o  t o
A u s t r a l i a  was  made  by  t h e  M a r i n e r  w h i c h  c a r r i e d  t h r e e
h u n d r e d  a n d  n i n e t y - t h r e e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  t o  H o b a r t  Town
9 7on A p r i l  9 ,  1851» The  n u m b e r s  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  
s h i p p e d  a t  Ma c a o  b e t w e e n  t h e  y e a r s  1866  a n d  1872 w e r e  as  
f o l l o w s :
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Y e a r s Nu mb e r  o f  C h i n e s e  s h i p p e d
1 8 5 6 - 6 4 1 5 , 0 0 0 - 2 0 , 0 0 0  ( e v e r y  y e a r ) 98
1865 9 91 3 , 6 7 4
1866
1867 1 5 , 5 7 9 "
5 7 , 8 8 3  ( T o t a l ) 1011 8 6 8 - 7 2
Ma c a o ,  l i k e  Hong Kong ,  p l a y e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  a
d i s t r i b u t i n g  p o r t  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s .  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s
s h i p p e d  a t  Ma c a o  w e r e  m a i n l y  b r o u g h t  f r o m  C a n t o n ,  Whampoa
a n d  S wa t o w.  The  B r i t i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  C a n t o n ,  H a r r y
P a r k e s ,  r e p o r t e d  on A p r i l  1 1 ,  1859 t h a t  t h e  k i d n a p p i n g  o f
C h i n e s e  c a r r i e d  on i n  t h e  C a n t o n  a r e a  b y  t h e i r  own
c o u n t r y m e n ,  a s s i s t e d  by  P o r t u g u e s e  l o r c h a s ,  w i t h  a v i e w  t o
p r o v i d i n g  l a b o u r e r s  f o r  f o r e i g n  s h i p m e n t  a t  Ma c a o ,
102a t t r a c t e d  g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n .
A p l a c a r d  p o s t e d  on  ^the w a l l  o f  C a n t o n  i n  O c t o b e r ,
1 8 6 6 ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  a t  Ma c a o ,  i n  o r d e r  t o
e n g a g e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  a n d  s e l l  t h e m  away t o  f o r e i g n
c o u n t r i e s ,  d e v i s e d  a h u n d r e d  p l a n s  t o  i n d u c e  C h i n e s e
y o u t h .  Th e y  a t  f i r s t  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e i r  v i c t i m s  by  s t a t i n g
t h a t  a t  Macao  w o r k  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  w e r e  t o  be  f o u n d  i n
a b u n d a n c e  a n d  w a g e s  r a n g e d  f r o m  e i g h t  t o  t e n  d o l l a r s  p e r
m o n t h .  A l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s ,  d e s t i t u t e  o f  m e a n s ,  a n d
o u t  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ,  w e r e  d e c e i v e d  a n d  n e v e r  r e t u r n e d  t o
103t h e i r  home s  a g a i n .  The  d e p o s i t i o n s  ma de  by  t h e
k i d n a p p e r s  a n d  t h e  k i d n a p p e d  a r r e s t e d  b y  t h e  C h i n e s e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e  f a c t s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h i s  
p l a c a r d  w e r e  t r u e .
Wi t h  r e g a r d  t o  S w a t o w ,  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  
Comma nde r  H u n t ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  A c t i n g  C o n s u l  a t  S wa t o w,
W.M. C o o p e r ,  s a i d  t h a t  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  b e i n g  s e n t
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f r o m  Swa t ow a n d  Namoa t o  Macao  f o r  s a l e  o p e n l y .  In
a n o t h e r  l e t t e r ,  he  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  f i v e  h u n d r e d  C h i n e s e
l a b o u r e r s  h a d  l e f t  Swa t ow f o r  Macao  w i t h i n  s i x  w e e k s .  The
me a n s  t a k e n  w e r e  i n  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  n e a r l y  t h e  s a m e ,  a f ew
d o l l a r s  w e r e  a d v a n c e d  t o  g a m b l e  w i t h ;  when  l o s t ,  t h e y  w e r e
t a k e n  t o  Ma c a o  by  n a t i v e  c r a f t . O n  a r r i v i n g  a t  Ma c a o ,
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  e i t h e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  b a r r a c o o n s  on
s h o r e  o r  p u t  i n t o  s h i p s  i n  t h e  h a r b o u r .  The  n u m b e r  o f
b a r r a c o o n s  a t  Ma c a o  i n  1866  was  b e t w e e n  t h i r t y - f i v e  a n d
10 7f o r t y  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  t o  t h r e e  h u n d r e d s  i n  1 8 7 2 .  C h i n e s e
l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  c o n f i n e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  b i d s  w e r e  made  f o r  
t h e m by f o r e i g n  a g e n t s  o r  c o m p a n i e s  .
The  m e t h o d s  o f  e n g a g i n g  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  u s e d  a t  
Ma c a o  w e r e  d r e a d f u l  o n e s .  C r i m p s  e m p l o y e d  f o r  e n g a g i n g  
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  e v e n  a r m e d  t h e i r  v e s s e l s  a n d  p r o w l e d  
a b o u t  t h e  c o a s t s  a n d  v i l l a g e s  n e a r  t h e  s h o r e  s e i z i n g  
p r a c t i c a l l y  by f o r c e  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  c a r r y i n g  
t he m s u b s e q u e n t l y  t o  Ma c a o .  A r e s i d e n t  o f  Hong Kong n a me d  
How A F a t  who was  t h e  s e r v a n t  o f  a r e s p e c t a b l e  E u r o p e a n  
was  k i d n a p p e d  by  t h e s e  v e s s e l s  a n d  s e n t  t o  M a c a o ,  s i g n i n g  
a c o n t r a c t  e n t i r e l y  a g a i n s t  h i s  w i l l .  He was  f o r t u n a t e  t o  
be  r e s c u e d  by  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  Hong Ko n g ,  R i c h a r d  G r a v e s  
MacDonne  1 1 . ^ ^
I n  a n o t h e r  c a s e ,  a f l e e t  o f  f i v e  j u n k s ,  ma n n e d  by  a 
c r e w  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  An n a me s e  s o l d i e r s  was  d e s p a t c h e d  by  
t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e  o f  Nha T r a n g  i n  C o c h i n - C h i n a ,  
l o a d e d  w i t h  t h e  a n n u a l  t r i b u t e  o f  t h a t  p r o v i n c e  t o  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  Annam i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 6 7 .  The f l e e t  was  
a t t a c k e d  a n d  t a k e n  by  a p a r t y  o f  t e n  p i r a t i c a l  C a n t o n e s e  
j u n k s .  A n u m b e r  o f  An n a me s e  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o f f  a n d  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  M a c a o ,  w h e r e  s ome w e r e  p u t  i n  t h e  
b a r r a c o o n s ,  a n d  some s h i p p e d  as  e m i g r a n t s .  B e c a u s e  t h e
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f i g h t i n g  b e t w e e n  An n a me s e  s o l d i e r s  a n d  C h i n e s e  p i r a t e s  was 
s i g h t e d  by  a C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t  f r o m  Nha T r a n g  on h i s  way t o  
Hong Kong ,  n i n e t y  A n n a me s e  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  f i n a l l y  r e s c u e d  
f r o m  t h e  b a r r a c o o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h  a t
M 110Ma c a o .
The  a b u s e  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  a t  Ma c a o  was
a t t a c k e d  n o t  o n l y  by t h e  C h i n e s e  a n d  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s
a t  C a n t o n ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f
Hong Kong .  One n e w s p a p e r  i n  Hong Kong e v e n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e
t r a d e  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  a t  Macao  was  s u p p o r t e d  by  t h e
G o v e r n o r  i n  h i s  o f f i c i a l  a c t s . 111 I n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e
G o v e r n o r  o f  Ma c a o  on A p r i l  5 ,  1 8 6 7 ,  R i c h a r d  G r a v e s
M a c D o n n e l l ,  G o v e r n o r  o f  Hong Ko n g ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  m a n n e r  i n
w h i c h  t h e  Macao  b r o k e r s  p r o c u r e d  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  e m i g r a n t s
f r o m  t h e  m a i n l a n d  t o  be  a f t e r w a r d s  s h i p p e d  a t  Macao  was
t h e  s o u r c e  o f  f e e l i n g s  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d
p e o p l e  w h i c h  g r e a t l y  i n j u r e d  a n d  l o w e r e d  a l l  E u r o p e a n
n a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  e s t i m a t i o n  a n d  g a v e  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t s  a
112r i g h t  t o  p r o t e s t .
I n  r e p l y ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  M a c a o ,  J o s e  M a r i a  d a  Pon t e ; ©
H o r t a ,  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  h a d  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e
b e e n  i n  f o r c e  i n  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  c o l o n y  o f  Macao  w i t h
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s .
H o w e v e r ,  he  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  m i g h t  be  some a b u s e s ,  b u t
he  was  d o i n g  a l l  i n  h i s  p o w e r  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e m a n d  t o  r o o t  
113t h e m o u t .  On A p r i l  4 ,  1868  B . S .  F e r n a n d e s ,
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  C h i n e s e  E m i g r a t i o n  a t  M a c a o ,  s u b m i t t e d  a 
r e p o r t  on  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  o f  Ma c a o  i n  w h i c h  h e  a d m i t t e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
a b u s e s  a n d  p r o p o s e d  r e m e d i e s  f o r  t h e i r  c o r r e c t i o n . 1 1 ^
F i v e  m o n t h s  l a t e r  an o r d i n a n c e  c o n t a i n i n g  t h i r t y  
a r t i c l e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  c o n d u c t i n g  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  a t
1 2 3
Ma c a o  was  i s s u e d  by  t h e  new G o v e r n o r  o f  Ma c a o ,  A. S e r g i o  
de S o u z a .  I t  l a i d  s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t s  a n d  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a 
g o v e r n m e n t  d e p o t  c a p a b l e  o f  h o u s i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  n u m b e r  o f  
e m i g r a n t s  t o  b e  d e s p a t c h e d  by  a n y  v e s s e l s  d u r i n g  t h e  f o u r  
d a y s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was  t o  be  e r e c t e d .
I n  May ,  1 8 7 1 ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  Ma c a o  f u r t h e r  
o r d a i n e d  t h a t  b r o k e r s  w e r e  f o r b i d d e n  t o  e n t e r  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  d e p o t  a f t e r  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s . 1 ^  
Fr om t h e n ,  t h e  t r a d e  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  g r a d u a l l y  
s l o w e d  down ,  o n l y  a f ew s h i p s  s a i l i n g  a n d  a s m a l l  n u m b e r  
o f  C h i n e s e  b e i n g  s h i p p e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1872 a nd
1 873  . 117
I n  1872  a P e r u v i a n  s h i p  M a r i a  Luz was c a r r y i n g  t wo
h u n d r e d  t h i r t y - o n e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  t o  C a l l a o ;  t h e
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  made  t h e i r  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e  s h i p  whe n  i t
c a l l e d  a t  t h e  p o r t  o f  Y o k o h a ma ,  J a p a n .  The  m a s t e r  o f  t h e
s h i p  a t  f i r s t  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  J a p a n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  h e l p
a n d  l a t e r  b r o u g h t  t h i s  c a s e  t o  t h e  c o u r t .  From t h e  t r i a l ,
t h e  i l l - t r e a t m e n t  o f  l a b o u r e r s  on b o a r d  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t
s h i p s  a n d  t h e  m a l p r a c t i c e s  o f  e n g a g i n g  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s
a t  Macao  b e c a m e  know t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  The  w h o l e
n a t i o n  o f  C h i n a  was  a n g r y  a t  i t  a n d  t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e
118P o r t u g u e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s .
T h i s  i n c i d e n t  f o r c e d  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o
make  a f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t o p  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  C h i n e s e
e m i g r a t i o n  a t  Ma c a o .  On D e c e m b e r  2 0 ,  1 8 7 3 ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r
o f  M a r i n e  a n d  C o l o n i e s ,  J o a o  de  A n d r a d e  Co r v o ,  i s s u e d  an
o r d i n a n c e  c o n t a i n i n g  e i g h t y - f o u r  a r t i c l e s  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e
e n g a g e m e n t  o f  C h i n e s e  a t  Macao  f o r  e m i g r a t i o n  a b r o a d  as  
119l a b o u r e r s .  I t  p r o v i d e d  a t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d  o f  t h r e e
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m o n t h s ,  c o m me n c i n g  f r o m  D e c e m b e r  2 7 ,  1 8 7 3 ;  a f t e r  Ma r c h  2 7 ,
1 8 7 4 ,  no  e n g a g e m e n t  i n  Macao  t o  e m i g r a t e  a b r o a d  as
120l a b o u r e r s  w o u l d  be  a g a i n  a l l o w e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e
a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  o r d i n a n c e s ,  a s e t  o f  ’ R e g u l a t i o n s  f o r
A s i a t i c  P a s s e n g e r s  a n d  T h e i r  T r a n s p o r t  a t  P o r t  o f  M a c a o '
was  i s s u e d  by t h e  C o l o n i a l  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  M a c a o ,  on J a n u a r y  
1212 8 ,  1 8 7 4 .  A f t e r  t h e s e  s t e p s  w e r e  t a k e n ,  t h e  t r a f f i c  o f
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  a t  Ma c a o  was  g r a d u a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d .
S h a n g h a i
S h a n g h a i ,  s i t u a t e d  n e a r  t h e  mo u t h  o f  t h e  Y a n g t s e
R i v e r ,  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  p o r t  i n  C h i n a .  I t  was  o p e n e d  t o
f o r e i g n  t r a d e  i n  1 8 4 2 .  T h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  f o r e i g n
s e t t l e m e n t s  a t  S h a n g h a i  o c c u p i e d  by  J a p a n e s e ,  F r e n c h ,
B r i t i s h  a n d  A m e r i c a n s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The  B r i t i s h  a n d
A m e r i c a n  S e t t l e m e n t s  w e r e  a m a l g a m a t e d  as  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
S e t t l e m e n t  i n  1 8 6 3 .  T h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s  w e r e  r e t u r n e d  t o
t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a f t e r  Wo r l d  War 
12 2I I .
The  b u s i n e s s  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  a t  S h a n g h a i  s i n c e
t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  p o r t ,  as  r e p o r t e d  by  R u t h e r f o r d  A l c o c k ,
t h e n  B r i t i s h  C o n s u l  a t  S h a n g h a i  i n  1 8 5 2 ,  h a d  b e e n  on a
12 3v e r y  s m a l l  s c a l e .  The f i r s t  s h i p  b r i n g i n g  C h i n e s e
f r o m  S h a n g h a i  t o  S y d n e y  was  t h e  R e g i a . She  l e f t  S h a n g h a i
on O c t o b e r  1 7 ,  1851 a n d  r e a c h e d  S y d n e y  on D e c e m b e r  26 ,
1 8 5 1 .  N i n e  C h i n e s e  on b o a r d  t h i s  s h i p  l a n d e d  a t  
124S y d n e y .  A n o t h e r  s h i p ,  Fo r mo s  a , w i t h  t w e n t y - o n e
C h i n e s e ,  a s  r e c o r d e d ,  l e f t  S h a n g h a i  on May 6 ,  1 8 5 4 ,  a n d
12 5a r r i v e d  a t  S y d n e y  on J u l y  1 5 ,  1 8 5 4 .
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T h o u g h  t h e  t r a d e  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  a t  S h a n g h a i
was on a s m a l l  s c a l e ,  i t  was  c o n t i n u o u s l y  c a r r i e d  on a t
l e a s t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  I n  J u l y ,  1 8 5 9 ,  t h e
S p a n i s h  a g e n t  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  h a d
c a u s e d  a s e r i o u s  d i s t u r b a n c e  a t  S h a n g h a i .  F o r  a t i m e  t h e
E u r o p e a n  c o m m u n i t y  o f  S h a n g h a i  was  i n  d a n g e r .  The  F r e n c h
C o n s u l ,  M. de G o u r b o u l a n ,  o r d e r e d  t h e  w a r s h i p  G e r t r u d e  t o
b e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  p o r t .  L a t e r  s e v e r a l  c r i m p s  w e r e
12 6d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  e x e c u t e d .  I n  1 8 6 6 ,  T h e o p h i l u s  S a m p s o n ,
B r i t i s h  E m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e r  a t  C a n t o n ,  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  a l s o  e n g a g e d  f o r  Cuba  i n  
12 7Sh a n g h  a i .
S i n g a p o r e
S i n g a p o r e  i s  a s m a l l  i s l a n d  o f  a b o u t  t wo  h u n d r e d  and
s e v e n t e e n  s q u a r e  m i l e s  o f f  t h e  s o u t h  t i p  o f  t h e  Ma l a y
P e n i n s u l a .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  f i r s t  s h i p
b r i n g i n g  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - t h r e e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s
f r o m  S i n g a p o r e  t o  A u s t r a l i a  i n  1848  was  t h e  P h i l l i p  
12  8L a i n g .  The  C h i n e s e  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  M a l a y  P e n i n s u l a  as
129e a r l y  a s  i n  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  When S t a m f o r d
R a f f l e s  a r r i v e d  a t  S i n g a p o r e  on J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  1 8 1 9 ,  t h i r t y
130C h i n e s e  w e r e  a l r e a d y  t h e r e .  The C h i n e s e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n
S i n g a p o r e  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  f r o m  1 , 1 5 9  i n  1821 t o  3 , 3 1 7  
131i n  1 8 2 3 .  From 1829 t o  1 8 5 8 ,  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  S i n g a p o r e
was  d i r e c t e d  by  t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  C o m p a n y ' s  o f f i c i a l s  i n
B e n g a l ,  f r o m  1858  t o  1867  by  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a .
132S i n g a p o r e  b e c a m e  a B r i t i s h  c r o w n  c o l o n y  i n  1 8 6 7 .
I n  187 6  C h i n e s e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  S i n g a p o r e  r e a c h e d  t h e  
ma r k  o f  s e v e n t y  t h o u s a n d ,  o u t n u m b e r i n g  a s  i t  d i d  a l l  t h e  
o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  no  E u r o p e a n  o f f i c i a l  
i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u l d  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  i n
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their own language. 133 The long inefficiency of
government had allowed the Chinese in Singapore to
establish sixty-six societies numbering 28,418 members in
18 76. 134
The business of Chinese migration at Singapore was
controlled by the Chinese secret societies in conjunction
135with the European merchants. Chinese labourers taken
to Singapore were mostly from Amoy, Hong Kong, Swatow,
Hain an , and a few from w 136Macao. The numbers of Chinese
who arrived from and departed to Amoy, Hong Kong , Swatow
and Hainan between the years 1871 and 1875 were ;as
137follows:
Places of Numbers of Chinese arrived at Singapore
Depart ure 1871 1872 1873 1874 1875
Am oy 2 , 505 3,725 5,346 5,237 7,629
Hong Kong 1,802 1,973 2,011 2,900 3,101
Swatow 5,512 5,600 8,325 9,129 16,208
Hainan 4,604 4,236 7,224 6,528 10,232
Total 14,423 15,534 22,906 23,794 37,170
P laces of Numb e rs of Chinese departed from Singapore
Arrival
1871 1872 1873 1874 1875
Amoy 5,780 6,4 80 6,726 4,957 3,280
Hong Kong 2,312 1 , 302 1,347 1 ,239 820
Swatow 6,936 7,776 8,085 9,919 6,560
Hainan 3,468 5,184 5,386 . 3,718 2,460
Total 18,496 20,742 211,544 19,833 13,120
About one-third of the people from the above 
mentioned places paid their own passage and on arrival 
went where they liked. The remainder were forced to join
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a s o c i e t y  a n d  k e p t  on b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  o r  i n  a h o u s e  on
s h o r e  u n t i l  t h e  p e o p l e  who l o o k e d  f o r  l a b o u r e r s  t o  p a y
t h e i r  p a s s a g e  money  t o o k  t h e m .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  some o f
t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  who w e r e  b r o k e r s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  e m p l o y i n g  t h e m ,
139s o l d  t h e m  t o  be  e x p o r t e d .  The p l a c e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y
w e r e  t r a n s - s h i p p e d  w e r e  P e n a n g ,  D e l i  ( S u m a t r a )  a n d  
A u s t r a l i a .  A g e n t s  f o r  D e l i  w e r e  J o h n s t o n  § C o . ,  A s m u s , 
B r i n k m a n n  § Kümper s  a n d  R o u t e n b e r g ,  S c h m i d t  § C o . ;  f o r  
A u s t r a l i a ,  G u t h r i e  § C o . ,  B o w s t e a d  £ C o . ,  a n d  B e h n , Me y e r
The n u m b e r s  o f  C h i n e s e  who d e p a r t e d  t o  D e l i  a n d  
r e t u r n e d  f r o m  D e l i  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1874 a n d  1875 w e r e  
as  f o l  l ows  :
Y e a r s C h i n e s e  d e p a r t e d C h i n e s e  r e t u r n e d
f o r  D e l i f r o m  D e l i
1874 48 40
1875 1 , 0 8 8 82
T o t a l 1 , 136 122
How many C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  A u s t r a l i a
f r o m  S i n g a p o r e  i s  n o t  c l e a r ,  b u t  we a r e  s u r e  one  h u n d r e d
a n d  t w e n t y - t h r e e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  a n d  mor e  h a d  b e e n
s h i p p e d  t o  P o r t  P h i l l i p  i n  1 8 4 9 ;  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t y -  
142e i g h t  i n  1874 a n d  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d s  mor e  i n  t h e  l a t e r
y e a r s  t o  P o r t  D a r w i n ; ^ 3 f i f t y  i n  1 878 a n d  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d s
144y e a r l y  i n  t h e  e i g h t i e s  t o  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a .
The a b u s e  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  s y s t e m  a t
S i n g a p o r e  d i d  n o t  come t o  l i g h t  u n t i l  r i o t s  o c c u r r e d  i n  
1451871  a n d  1 8 7 2 .  When W. F.  Drummond J e r v o i s  a r r i v e d  as
G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  c o l o n y  i n  1 8 7 6 ,  a c o m m i t t e e  was  a p p o i n t e d
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s ,  a n d  made
146s e v e r a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  C h i n e s e
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I m m i g r a n t  O r d i n a n c e  No.  11 o f  1877 was  i n t r o d u c e d  and
14 7p a s s e d  on Ma r c h  2 3 ,  1 8 7 7 .  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h i s
O r d i n a n c e ,  a P r o t e c t o r  o f  C h i n e s e  a t  S i n g a p o r e  a n d  an
A s s i s t a n t  P r o t e c t o r  a t  P e n a n g  w e r e  a p p o i n t e d .  A few
o r d i n a n c e s  o f  s i m i l a r  n a t u r e  w e r e  p a s s e d  l a t e r .  But  t h e
w h o l e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  a t  S i n g a p o r e  h a d  n o t
14 i
much b e e n  i m p r o v e d  by  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  
Cone  l u s i o n
Fr om t h e  f o r e g o i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  
i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s t a r t e d  f r o m  
F u k i e n ,  t h e n  e x t e n d e d  t o  K w a n g t u n g  a n d  S i n g a p o r e .
The  f i r s t  r e c o r d  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  b e i n g  e n g a g e d  
by  f o r e i g n e r s  t o  w o r k  i n  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  was  i n  1839 a t  
Ma c a o .  Bu t  l a r g e  s c a l e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a s t  
c e n t u r y  d i d  n o t  come i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  u n t i l  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  
t h e  t r e a t y  p o r t s .  Amoy was  t h e  f i r s t  p o r t  u s e d  by  t h e  
e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t s .  T h i s  was  b e c a u s e  Amoy h a d  l o n g  b e e n  
t h e  p o r t  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  t o  T a i w a n ,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  
I s l a n d s  and  t h e  M a l a y  P e n i n s u l a .  A f t e r  t h e  c a s e  o f  
S y m e , M u i r  § Co.  i n  1 8 5 2 ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  was  move d  t o  Swa t ow 
a nd  Hong K o n g .
When C a n t o n  was  u n d e r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  f o r c e s ,  
D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 5 8 - 0 c t o b e r , 1 8 6 1 ,  a s y s t e m  o f  r e g u l a t i n g
e m i g r a t i o n  was  e s t a b l i s h e d .  Fr om t h e n  u n t i l  1 8 6 6 ,  C a n t o n  
was  t h e  o n l y  l e g a l  p o r t  o f  e m i g r a t i o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  
C o n v e n t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  E m i g r a t i o n  s i g n e d  on Ma r c h  5 ,  1866
was  n o t  r a t i f i e d  by  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  F r e n c h  a u t h o r i t i e s  
w h i l e  t h e  C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a l l  s h i p p i n g  o f  
e m i g r a n t s  a t  C a n t o n  was  t o  b e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
t h i s  c o n v e n t i o n .  T h i s  c o n f l i c t  c a u s e d  a l l  s p e c u l a t o r s
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in the Canton area to move to Macao, making it the centre 
for contract labourers.
Hong Kong, because proper actions to prevent illegal 
shipments of Chinese labourers were taken by the 
government, was known as a centre of free emigration.
Shanghai and Singapore were two special ports in the 
history of Chinese emigration. This was because Shanghai 
was one of the five treaty ports and also the biggest 
seaport in China. Before 1877 Chinese labourers could 
freely land at Singapore and no special law there was 
passed to check the malpractice of the emigration agents. 
These things helped Singapore develop into a port of 
Chinese emigration outside China.
2 . Systems of Inspection 
Introduction
The emigration of Chinese labourers carried on at the 
ports of embarkation in the early stage was in the hands 
of foreign merchants. Neither Chinese nor foreign 
authorities at these ports had any check over them. After 
disturbances on shore and mutinies and deaths during the 
middle passage occurred, regulations governing Chinese 
emigration were then laid down one after another. But 
these regulations were issued by authorities in various 
seaports and their nature and purposes were different. In 
order to show the efforts made by these authorities, these 
regulations are treated separately in this section.
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Hong Kong
I n  1853  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  Hong Kong ,  S a mu e l  G e o r g e  
Bonha m,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  P a s s e n g e r s  A c t ,  1852,  a n d  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Duke o f  N e w c a s t l e ,  i s s u e d  a 
p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  twelve  s u p e r f i c i a l  f e e t  o f  
s p a c e  p e r  p a s s e n g e r  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a n y  s h i p  c o n v e y i n g  
p a s s e n g e r s  b e i n g  n a t i v e s  o f  A s i a  o r  A f r i c a .  I t  a l s o  
a n n o u n c e d  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  v o y a g e  a n d  a d i e t a r y  s c a l e  f o r  any  
s h i p  c a r r y i n g  C h i n e s e  p a s s e n g e r s  f r o m  Hong Kong t o  t h e  
p l a c e s  o f  d e b a r k a t i o n . ' * '
The  a b o v e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  was  s o o n  r e p l a c e d  by  t h e
2
C h i n e s e  P a s s e n g e r s  A c t ,  1855 w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  p o w e r s  f o r  
e m i g r a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  i n s p e c t i n g  e v e r y  e m i g r a n t  s h i p  w i t h  a 
v i e w  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  h a d  b e e n  s h i p p e d  
v o l u n t a r i l y  a n d  p r o v i s i o n s  a n d  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  made 
s u i t  a b l e .
F o r  f u r t h e r  c o n t r o l  o f  b r o k e r s  e n g a g e d  i n  C h i n e s e  
e m i g r a t i o n ,  O r d i n a n c e  No.  11 o f  1857  was  i s s u e d  by  t h e
3
G o v e r n o r  o f  Hong Kong ,  Dr  J o h n  B o w r i n g ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h i s  o r d i n a n c e ,  no  p e r s o n  c o u l d  a c t  as  a p a s s a g e  b r o k e r  
u n l e s s  he  was  g r a n t e d  a l i c e n c e  by  t h e  E m i g r a t i o n
4
O f f i c e r .  ' The l i c e n s e d  p a s s a g e  b r o k e r  m i g h t  r e c e i v e  money 
f r o m  a n y  p e r s o n  on  a c c o u n t  o f  a p a s s a g e  i n  any  e m i g r a n t  
s h i p  p r o c e e d i n g  f r o m  Hong Kong .  A f t e r  h e  r e c e i v e d  t h e '  
p a s s a g e  mone y  f r o m  t h e  p a s s e n g e r ,  h e  h a d  t o  a t t e n d  w i t h  
t h e  p a s s e n g e r  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  E m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e r ,  i n  
w h o s e  p r e s e n c e  t h e  c o n t r a c t  t i c k e t ^  w r i t t e n  i n  b o t h  
E n g l i s h  a n d  C h i n e s e  was  d e l i v e r e d  t o  s u c h  p a s s e n g e r ,  a n d  
who e x p l a i n e d  t o  h i m t h e  t r u e  i n t e n t  a n d  m e a n i n g  o f  s u c h  
c o n t r a c t .  The  o r d i n a n c e  a l s o  p r o h i b i t e d  any  p e r s o n
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f r o m  u s i n g  a n y  me ans  w h a t e v e r  t o  i n d u c e  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  t o  
e n g a g e  any  p a s s a g e .
A f t e r  t h i s  a c t  a n d  o r d i n a n c e  came i n t o  e f f e c t ,  t h e  
a b u s e  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  d i e d  a wa y ,  b u t  v e s s e l s  
e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  f r o m Macao 
w e r e  s t i l l  f i t t e d  o u t  a n d  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  s u p p l i e s  f r o m 
Hong Kong . ^ The O r d i n a n c e  No.  1 o f  1862  o n l y  r e q u i r e d  
t h a t  t h e  f i t t i n g  o f  a n y  v e s s e l  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  be  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e
7
H a r b o u r  M a s t e r  and  p r o v i d e d  no  d e v i c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  v e s s e l s  
c a r r y i n g  f i t t i n g s  a n d  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  s e a  a n d  p u t t i n g  t h e m 
up e l s e w h e r e . ^
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  Hong Kong i n t r o d u c e d  
t h e  ’ C h i n e s e  E m i g r a n t  S h i p  F i t t i n g s  O r d i n a n c e ’ i n  A p r i l ,
9
1 8 7 3 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e ,  a l l  b a r r i c a d e s  a n d  
g r a t i n g s  a p p a r e n t l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  be  u s e d ,  o r  w h i c h  w e r e  
c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o n f i n i n g  
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  b e l o w  d e c k s ,  o r  w i t h i n  any  p a r t i c u l a r  
p a r t  o f  a s h i p ,  w e r e  p r o h i b i t e d .  M o r e o v e r ,  a l l  
p r o h i b i t e d  f i t t i n g s ,  w h e n e v e r  f o u n d  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  
o f  Hong Kong ,  w e r e  t o  be  s e i z e d  a n d  f o r f e i t e d  t o  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  E m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e r  o f  Hong Kong was  
e m p o w e r e d  t o  s e a r c h  a n d  i n s p e c t  any  s h i p  w i t h  t h e  
i n t e n t i o n  o f  c o n v e y i n g  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  a n d  t o  o r d e r  any  
f i t t i n g  w h i c h  h e  d e e me d  t o  be  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  be  r e m o v e d .  
A l l  s u c h  s h i p s  c o u l d  n o t  p r o c e e d  t o  s e a  u n t i l  t h e  m a s t e r  
o f  t h e  s h i p  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  E m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e r  a 
c e r t i f i c a t e .
A mo n t h  l a t e r ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  i n t r o d u c e d  a n o t h e r  
o r d i n a n c e  f u r n i s h i n g  f u r t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  
r e p r e s s i o n  o f  a b u s e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n . * ^
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U n d e r  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e ,  e i t h e r  t h e  m a s t e r  o f  a C h i n e s e  
e m i g r a n t  s h i p  o r  any  p e r s o n  who e n g a g e d  i n  any  a c t  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  a s h i p  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  was r e q u i r e d  t o  o b t a i n  a l i c e n c e  f r o m 
t h e  g o v e r n o r .  P o l i c e  m a g i s t r a t e s  a n d  o f f i c e r s  c o n c e r n e d  
w e r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  s e a r c h  a n d  d e t a i n  any  p e r s o n  o r  s h i p  
u n d e r  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e .  A l m o s t  a t  t h e  s ame  t i m e ,  O r d i n a n c e  
No.  6 o f  1 873  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  women 
a n d  f e m a l e  c h i l d r e n  was  a l s o  a n n o u n c e d  by  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
o f  Hong Kong . ^
The  s y s t e m  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  a t  Hong Kong c a r r i e d  o u t  a s
d e s c r i b e d  by  H. G.  T h o m s e t t ,  H a r b o u r  M a s t e r  o f  Hong Kong ,
was  v e r y  s t r i c t .  T h o s e  who h a d  money t o  p a y  t h e i r
p a s s a g e ,  h e  s a i d ,  came t o  Hong Ko n g ,  ma de  t h e i r  a g r e e m e n t
w i t h  t h e  b r o k e r ,  a n d  r e m a i n e d  i n  Hong Kong u n t i l  t h e
n u m b e r  f o r  a s h i p  was  r e a c h e d .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  t h e  s h i p
was  u n d e r  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  H a r b o u r  M a s t e r  as  t o  f i t t i n g s
a n d  s u p p l i e s .  When t h e  r e q u i s i t e  n u m b e r s  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d ,
t h e y  came t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  H a r b o u r  M a s t e r  t o  h a v e
t h e i r  p a s s a g e  t i c k e t s  s i g n e d .  A f t e r  h a v i n g  b e e n  e x a m i n e d
by  a m e d i c a l  man a n d  t h e  s h i p  i n s p e c t e d  by  t h e  H a r b o u r
1 2M a s t e r ,  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  e m b a r k e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y .
As t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r e r s ,  t h e  H a r b o u r  M a s t e r  
s a i d ,  t h e y  w e r e  b r o u g h t  by C h i n e s e  c r i m p s  a n d  s i g n e d  t h e i r  
c o n t r a c t s  w h i c h  w e r e  w i t n e s s e d  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  by  t h e  
H a r b o u r  M a s t e r  on t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a t  Hong Kong.  A f t e r  t h i s ,
T
t h e y  w e r e  s e n t  on b o a r d  a s h i p .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  c o n t r a q t  
l a b o u r e r  who h a d  b e e n  l i v i n g  on b o a r d  a s h i p  r e f u s e d  t o  
p r o c e e d  a n d  was  l a n d e d .  I t  h a d  a l s o  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  t h e  
r e l a t i v e s  o f  l a b o u r e r s  h a d  c a l l e d  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  
H a r b o u r  M a s t e r  a n d  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  s h o u l d  n o t
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be  a l l o w e d  t o  l e a v e  C h i n a .  T h e i r  w i s h e s  w e r e  a l w a y s  
g r a n t e d . * 1 ^
I t  was  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  H a r b o u r  M a s t e r  s a i d ,  t h a t  a few
i s o l a t e d  c a s e s  o f  i m p r o p e r l y  p r o c u r e d  l a b o u r e r s  m i g h t  h a v e
come t o  Hong Kong ,  b u t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  o b t a i n e d  j u s t i c e  a t
t h e  P o l i c e  C o u r t s  i m m e d i a t e l y  on m a k i n g  a c o m p l a i n t ,  o r ,
e v e n  i f  t h e y  w e r e  p l a c e d  on b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g
h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  d o i n g  s o  on s h o r e ,  t h e y  h a d  e v e r y
c h a n c e  o f  m a k i n g  t h e i r  o b j e c t i o n s  known t o  t h e  p o l i c e
14c o n s t a b l e  who was  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  t h e r e .
C a n t o n
At  C a n t o n  t h e  f i r s t  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  m a l p r a c t i c e  
o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  was  t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  
A l l i e d  F o r c e s ,  1 8 5 8 - 6 1 .  F o l l o w i n g  h i s  p l a n  a p p r o v e d  by 
b o t h  t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  t h e  V i c e r o y  o f  K w a n g t u n g  
a n d  K w a n g s i ,  J .  G a r d i n e r  A u s t i n ,  B r i t i s h  E m i g r a t i o n  
O f f i c e r ,  o p e n e d  h i s  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  a t  C a n t o n  on N o v e mb e r
1 1 , 1 8 5 9 . 15
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  ’ R u l e s  u n d e r  Whi c h  H o u s e s  f o r  
R e c e p t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  E m i g r a n t s  t o  F o r e i g n  C o u n t r i e s  May Be 
O p e n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  L i m i t s  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  a t  
C a n t o n *  i s s u e d  by  t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r s , 16 any  p e r s o n ,  
who i n t e n d e d  t o  o p e n  an e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  a t  C a n t o n ,  h a d  
f i r s t  t o  s e e k  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  c o n s u l  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  t o  
w h i c h  he  b e l o n g e d ,  a n d  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  
w i t h  c o p i e s  o f  a l l  r u l e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  he  p r o p o s e d  t o  
c o n d u c t  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  as  w e l l  a s  t e r m s  u n d e r  w h i c h  he  
p r o p o s e d  t o  e n g a g e  t h e  e m i g r a n t s .  A f t e r  t h e  s a i d  r u l e s  
a n d  t e r m s  w e r e  a p p r o v e d ,  he  c o u l d  s t a r t  o p e r a t i n g  h i s  
e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e .  Bu t  h i s  h o u s e  c o u l d  b e  i n s p e c t e d  a t  a n y
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t i m e  by  an o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  P o l i c e  who was  a u t h o r i z e d  
t o  s p e a k  w i t h  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  
m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  e m i g r a t i o n  was  c o n d u c t e d .
The  r u l e s  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  s e r v a n t s  o r  w a t c h m e n  
e m p l o y e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  w e r e  t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  a t  
t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r s .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  
a ny  d i s p u t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r s o n  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  
a n d  t h e  e m i g r a n t ,  t h e  l a t t e r  was  a l w a y s  t o  h a v e  a r i g h t  t o  
a p p e a l  t o  t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r s .  No c o r p o r a l  
p u n i s h m e n t  c o u l d  be  i n f l i c t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e ;  
i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a ny  e m i g r a n t  c o m m i t t i n g  a p u n i s h a b l e  
o f f e n c e ,  t h e  o f f e n d e r  m i g h t  be  a r r e s t e d ,  b u t  was  t o  b e  a t  
o n c e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  w i t h  a 
s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  c a s e .  No e m i g r a n t  c o u l d  be  e m b a r k e d  
w i t h o u t  f o r t y - e i g h t  h o u r s '  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  s ame  b e i n g  g i v e n  
i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  who,  i f  t h e y  saw 
f i t ,  w o u l d  a p p o i n t  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  P o l i c e  t o  be  
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  e m b a r k a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  
v e s s e l ,  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  n a me s  o f  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  s h e  t o o k  
t o  s e a  w e r e  t o  be  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  p e r s o n  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  
e m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r s .
I n  D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 5 9 , C h a r l e s  A, W i n c h e s t e r ,  B r i t i s h  
C o n s u l  a t  C a n t o n ,  e n g a g e d  i n  a t t e s t i n g  t h e  c o n t r a c t s  o f  cue 
h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - s e v e n  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  a t  t h e  
e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  a t  C u m - l e - f a n  i n  C a n t o n .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  t h r e e  d a y s ,  h e  s a i d ,  t h e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  c a l l e d  up t o  
s i g n  t h e  c o n t r a c t s ,  a n d ,  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  a d v a n c e s ,  
t h e y  w e r e  no l o n g e r  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  l e a v e  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  
h o u s e ,  b u t  w e r e  a s  s o o n  as  p o s s i b l e  p u t  on b o a r d  s h i p .  
M e a n t i m e ,  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  f r e e  a c c e s s  t o  t he m 
a n d  t h e  p u r c h a s e s  made  b y  t h e m f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e  w e r e
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d e l i v e r e d  on p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  s ums  a g r e e d  on t o  t h e
s h o p k e e p e r s .  The c o n t r a c t s  w e r e  c a r e f u l l y  r e a d  o v e r  t o
g r o u p s  o f  f r o m  e i g h t  t o  f i f t e e n  me n ,  e a c h  l a b o u r e r  was
i n t e r r o g a t e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  p r o c e e d ,
a n d  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  w h i c h  he  c h o s e  t o  g i v e  t o  h i s  f a m i l y
1 7a n d  f r i e n d s  w e r e  a c c u r a t e l y  n o t e d .
On J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1 8 6 0 ,  t h e  a b o v e  r u l e s  w e r e  a m e n d e d ,
s e v e n  a d d i t i o n a l  r u l e s  b e i n g  i s s u e d  by  t h e  A l l i e d  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s .  U n d e r  t h e s e  new r u l e s ,  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  
h o u s e s  w e r e  t o  be  v i s i t e d  d a i l y  by  t h e  t wo i n s p e c t i n g  
o f f i c e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by  t h e  A l l i e d  Co mma n d e r s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  o f f i c e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by  t h e  C h i n e s e  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  The e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t  was  t o  p r o d u c e ,  a t  e a c h  
v i s i t ,  s u c h  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  e m i g r a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e s e  
o f f i c e r s  who w e r e  t o  n o t e ,  i n  t h e i r  own r e g i s t e r s ,  t h e  
n a m e ,  a g e  a n d  s e x  o f  e a c h  a p p l i c a n t .
The  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  a l s o  t o  s e e  t h a t  e a c h  e m i g r a n t  was  
p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a c o p y  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  u n d e r  w h i c h  i t  was  
p r o p o s e d  t o  e n g a g e  h i m ,  w h i c h  was  t o  b e  r e a d  o v e r  t o  h i m 
i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e ,  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  s e e  t h a t  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  r e q u i r e d  was  f u l l y  a f f o r d e d  t o  e a c h  
a p p l i c a n t .  No e m i g r a n t  was  t o  be  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  s i g n  h i s  
c o n t r a c t  u n t i l  f o u r  d a y s  h a d  e l a p s e d  s i n c e  t h e  d a t e  o f  
a p p l i c a n t ' s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  by  t h e  i n s p e c t i n g  o f f i c e r s ,  I f  
t h e  e m i g r a n t  r e q u i r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  t i m e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  
h e  was  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  d e l a y  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  h i s  c o n t r a c t  
u n t i l  t e n  d a y s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  a b o v e  r e g i s t r a t i o n .
The  c o n t r a c t  was  s i g n e d  i n  e a c h  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  on d a y s  
t o  be  n a me d  by  t h e  i n s p e c t i n g  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  i n  t h e i r  
p r e s e n c e ,  w h i c h  d a y  h a d  t o  be  n o t i f i e d  by  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  
a g e n t  t o  t h e  c o n s u l  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  t o  w h i c h  he  b e l o n g e d .  
E a c h  e m i g r a n t  was  t o  be  a s k e d  b y  t h e  i n s p e c t i n g  o f f i c e r s
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i f  he  a c c e p t e d  t h e  t e r m s  o f  h i s  c o n t r a c t s  a n d  w h e t h e r  he  
was  w i l l i n g  t o  s i g n .
The a d v a n c e  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  was  t o  be  p a i d
t o  t h e  e m i g r a n t  a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  s i g n e d  h i s  c o n t r a c t ,  a n d  he
w o u l d  n o t  t h e n  be  a l l o w e d  t o  q u i t  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e
e x c e p t  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  a g e n t  who e n g a g e d  h i m .
A f t e r  t h e  c o n t r a c t s  w e r e  s i g n e d ,  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t
w o u l d  r e c e i v e  f r o m  t h e  i n s p e c t i n g  o f f i c e r s  a l i s t
s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  n a t i v e  p l a c e s  o f  t h e  e m i g r a n t s
e n g a g e d  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e i r
e m b a r k a t i o n .  I n  c a s e  a ny  d e ma n d  was  ma d e  by  t h e  A l l i e d
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  o f
a n y  e m i g r a n t ,  f o u n d e d  u p o n  a n y  c o m p l a i n t  o r  c h a r g e  t h a t
t h e y  j o i n t l y  d e e me d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n t e r t a i n ,  t h e
e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t  was  l i a b l e  t o  b e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  s u r r e n d e r
1 8a n y  e m i g r a n t  h e  h a d  i n  h i s  d e p o t ,  o r  on  b o a r d  h i s  s h i p .
A f t e r  C a n t o n  was  r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
f r o m  t h e  A l l i e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  on O c t o b e r  2 1 ,  1 8 6 1 ,  t h e  
r u l e s  w e r e  a m e n d e d  a g a i n .  T h e y  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  a l l  r u l e s  
a n d  t e r m s  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  a g e n t  p r o p o s e d  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  
e m i g r a t i o n  h a d  t o  be  a p p r o v e d  by  t h e m a n d  t h e  c o n s u l  o f  
t h e  n a t i o n  t o  w h i c h  he  b e l o n g e d .  B e f o r e  t h e s e  r u l e s  a n d  
t e r m s  c o u l d  be  c a r r i e d  i n t o  e f f e c t ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  t h e  
e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  h a d  t o  p r o v i d e  s u i t a b l e  o f f i c e  
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  w i t h i n  h i s  h o u s e  f o r  t h e  i n s p e c t i n g  o f f i c e r s  
a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  
o f  t h e i r  d u t i e s .  The i n s p e c t i o n  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  a p p l i c a n t s  
f o r  e m i g r a t i o n  was  f i x e d  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  e v e r y  a f t e r n o o n ,  and 
t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  c o n t r a c t s  t w i c e  a w e e k ,  o r  as  o f t e n  as  t h e  
i n s p e c t o r s  d e e me d  n e c e s s a r y .
The r u l e s  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a ' S h i p p i n g  L i s t ' .  The  e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t  h a d  t o
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f i l l  i n  t h e  s ame as  s o o n  as  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  s i g n e d  t h e i r  
c o n t r a c t s ,  a n d  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n s p e c t i n g  o f f i c e r s  
was  r e q u i r e d  t o  t h e  e m i g r a n t s '  c o n t r a c t ,  a n d  t o  t h e  
' S h i p p i n g  L i s t '  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  a l l  t h e  e n t r i e s  ma de  on 
e a c h  s h i p p i n g  d a y .  As s o o n  as  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t  
r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  i n s p e c t o r s  t h a t  t h e  s h i p  h a d  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  
e m b a r k a t i o n  o f  e m i g r a n t s ,  t h e  i n s p e c t o r s  c l o s e d  t h e  
' S h i p p i n g  L i s t '  o f  t h e  s a i d  v e s s e l ,  by  c e r t i f y i n g  a t  t h e  
f o o t  o f  i t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  t h e r e i n  n a me d  h a d  b e e n  
e n g a g e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  
a g e n t  w o u l d  a t  t h e  s a me  t i m e  p a y  i n t o  t h e  C u s t o m H o u s e ,  a s  
t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n ,  t h e  sum o f  t wo  d o l l a r s  f o r  
e a c h  m a l e  a d u l t  n a me d  i n  t h e  ' S h i p p i n g  L i s t ' ,  a n d  r e c e i v e d  
a r e c e i p t  f o r  t h i s  mo n e y .  He t h e n  i m m e d i a t e l y  p l a c e d  t h e  
' S h i p p i n g  L i s t '  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  
C u s t o m  H o u s e ,  who was  c h a r g e d  by  t h e  C h i n e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
t o  s e e  t h a t  e v e r y  e m i g r a n t  s h i p  was  v i s i t e d  by  t h e  C u s t o m s  
o f f i c e r s  a s  s o o n  as  t h e  l i s t  was  i n  t h e i r  h a n d s  a n d  t o  
i s s u e  t h e  c l e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  s h i p  when  t h e y  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t
no  o t h e r  e m i g r a n t s  t h a n  t h o s e  n a me d  i n  t h e  ' S h i p p i n g  L i s t '
, , 1 9w e r e  on b o a r d .
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  f i t n e s s  o f  a n y  c h a r t e r e d  
v e s s e l  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  e m i g r a n t s  f r o m  C a n t o n  by  t h e  
a g e n t  o f  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  h a d  t o  be  c e r t i f i e d  by  t h e  
C u s t o m s  o f f i c e r s .  A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  
o t h e r  r u l e s  r e m a i n e d  t h e  s a me  as  b e f o r e .
A l l  o l d  r u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  a t  C a n t o n
w e r e  r e p e a l e d  a f t e r  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  P e k i n g  s i g n e d  on 
20M a r c h  5 ,  1 8 6 6 .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  s a i d  c o n v e n t i o n  was
n o t  r a t i f i e d  by  b o t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t s ,
w h i l e  t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  r u l e s  was  r e j e c t e d  by  t h e
21C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t .  The  s h i p m e n t  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s
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a t  C a n t o n  was  t h e n  o f f i c i a l l y  s t o p p e d ,  b u t  was  
c o n t i n u o u s l y  c a r r i e d  on by  i l l e g a l  m e t h o d s  i n  t h e  a f t e r  
y e a r s .
Swa t ow
A f t e r  Swa t ow b e c a me  a t r e a t y  p o r t  i n  1 8 6 0 ,  t h e  
V i c e r o y  o f  K w a n g t u n g  a n d  K w a n g s i ,  Lao C h ' u n g - k u a n g ,  i s s u e d
a p r o c l a m a t i o n  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  a t  t h e
2 2p o r t .  I t  a l l o w e d  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h
e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e s  a t  Swa t ow on t h e  p l a n  o f  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  
o p e r a t e d  a t  C a n t o n .  V i c e r o y  L a o ,  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  
a p p o i n t e d  L a y ,  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  Cu s t o m Ho u s e  a t  S w a t o w , i n  
c h a r g e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  
p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  a n y  p e r s o n  d e s i r i n g  t o  go a b r o a d  a nd  
e a r n i n g  h i s  l i v i n g  a s  a l a b o u r e r  h a d  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  t h e  
e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e ,  w h e r e ,  a f t e r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Cu s t o m 
H o u s e ,  i n  e x a c t  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  t w e l v e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
a d o p t e d  i n  C a n t o n ,  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  was  
h i m s e l f  d e s i r o u s  o f  g o i n g  a b r o a d ,  a n d  was  n o t  a 
k i d n a p p e d  p e r s o n ,  an a g r e e m e n t  t h e n  was  a l l o w e d  t o  be  made  
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  r a t e  o f  w a g e s  a g r e e d  o n ,  t h e  t i m e  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  was  t o  s e r v e ,  a n d  t h e  p l a c e  t o  w h i c h  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  was  t o  b e  s e n t .  The p r o c l a m a t i o n  a l s o  f o r b a d e  
t h e  a g e n t  o f  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  h o u s e  t o  u s e  r e c e i v i n g  s h i p s  
a n c h o r e d  i n  t h e  r i v e r  f o r  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  k i d n a p p e d  men .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e v i d e n c e  g i v e n  by  B e n j a m i n  
H o l m b e r g ,  C h i n e s e  I n t e r p r e t e r  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  
S t r a i t s  S e t t l e m e n t s ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  
c a r r i e d  on  a t  Swa t ow was  e n t i r e l y  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  
E u r o p e a n  a g e n t s ,  b u t  was  c o n d u c t e d  by  t h e i r  C h i n e s e  
b r o k e r s .  The  C h i n e s e  b r o k e r s  w e r e  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  p l a c e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  t o  g o ,
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and acted on their instructions. The labourers were taken 
on board three hours before the departure of the ship.
When all were on board, the European agent reported to the 
Customs authorities, and also Chinese officials. The 
Harbour Master and Chinese officials went on board and
2 3asked whether everybody was going of his own free will.
Similar evidence on the inspection conducted at
24Swatow was given by other people. They gave the 
impression that the administration of Chinese emigration 
at Swatow was not efficient enough.
Macao
The abuse of Chinese emigration at Macao was strongly
criticized by all sides, but the Governor of Macao, Jose
Maria da Ponte Herta, defended the system of Chinese
2 5emigration carried on there. The Chinese, pressed by 
hunger, he said, came from the mainland, to obtain 
anywhere the work which they could not get in their 
country. They consequently enlisted in a public tribunal, 
by declaring their desire to emigrate, but still six days 
elapsed, during which the enlisted emigrants lived in 
barracoons, which were neither prisons nor unhealthy 
places, as they had often been represented, because such 
houses were frequently visited by the administrative 
authority, as well as by the Colonial Surgeon, the said 
emigrants being at liberty to change their purpose, or to 
keep to it, as they pleased. After the expiration of the 
six days, the emigrants presented themselves before the 
authority, there to confirm or annul their first 
enlistment; those who still persisted in their resolve 
being obliged to go on board a vessel, which had previ­
ously been visited by the authority. But this was not
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a l l ,  he  c o n t i n u e d ,  e v e n  a t  t h e  l a s t  h o u r ,  when  t h e  s h i p  
was  a b o u t  t o  w e i g h  a n c h o r ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y ,  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  
t h e  H a r b o u r  M a s t e r ,  w e n t  on b o a r d  i n  o r d e r  t o  make  
l a s t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  t h e  e m i g r a n t s ,  a n d  l a n d e d  t h o s e  who 
s e e m e d  t o  b e  d i s s a t s f i e d „
I n  1867  i n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  S e c r e t a r y  
o f  S t a t e  f o r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  M i n i s t e r  
m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  a b u s e s  w h i c h  w e r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
c o m m i t t e d  w e r e  p r a c t i s e d  b e f o r e  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  r e a c h e d  
Ma c a o ,  a n d  r e f e r r e d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  f r a u d u l e n t  a n d  
i n h u m a n  me a n s  w h i c h  w e r e  made  u s e  o f  by  t h e  b r o k e r s  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  o f  e n g a g i n g  t h e m ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
o b t a i n i n g  t h e m i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  a f t e r  
t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  Macao  e v e r y  m e a s u r e  was  t a k e n  f o r  t h e i r  
p r o t e c t i o n .  ^
The P o r t u g u e s e  M i n i s t e r ' s  a r g u m e n t  was  a p p a r e n t l y  
u n t e n a b l e  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  r e p o r t s  f r o m  B r i t i s h  V i c e - C o n s u l  
a n d  I n t e r p r e t e r  a t  C a n t o n ,  W. F.  M a y e r s ,  B r i t i s h  V i c e -  
C o n s u l  a t  Ma c a o ,  Dr  H . F .  H a n c e ,  a n d  B r i t i s h  E m i g r a t i o n  
A g e n t  a t  C a n t o n ,  T h e o p h i l u s  S a m p s o n .  W. F.  M a y e r s  w e n t  t o  
Ma c a o  i n  May 1 8 6 7 .  D u r i n g  h i s  s t a y  t h e r e ,  he  t o o k  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  S e n a t e  Ho u s e  w h e r e  a h a l l  
o p e n e d  t o  t h e  s t r e e t  a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s ,  when  
r e a d y  f o r  e x p o r t a t i o n ,  w e r e  b r o u g h t  up b e f o r e  t h e  
i n s p e c t o r  o f  e m i g r a t i o n .  T h i s  o f f i c e r  was  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  
h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  h a l l  s e a t e d  a t  a t a b l e  p l a c e d  b e h i n d  a 
r a i l i n g  a t  w h i c h  a P o r t u g u e s e  h a l f - c a s t e  s t o o d  a n d  was  
h a r a n g u i n g  a g r o u p  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s .  Of  t h e  l a t t e r ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  some e i g h t  o r  t e n  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  r a i l i n g s ,  t h e  
f o r e m o s t  o f  t h e  b a t c h  s t a n d i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  t h e  
P o r t u g u e s e  a n d  p r e s e n t i n g  a n  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  much g r e a t e r  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a n  h i s  c o m p a n i o n s ,  a l l  o f  whom wo r e  an
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u n m i s t a k e a b  l e  a n d  c u r i o u s  l o o k  o f  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e
c e r e m o n y  i n  c o u r s e  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e .  The P o r t u g u e s e
l i n g u i s t ,  w i t h  much g e s t i c u l a t i o n  a n d  i n  a l o u d  v o i c e ,
r e p e a t e d  a s t r i n g  o f  q u e s t i o n s .  At  e a c h  p a u s e  made by  t h e
l i n g u i s t ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  h i s  q u e r i e s ,  t h e  f o r e m o s t
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  r e s p o n d e d  i n  a b u s i n e s s  l i k e  t o n e ;  a n d
n o t i c i n g  how i n v a r i a b l y  h e  s t r u c k  t h e  k e y - n o t e  o f  r e p l y
w i t h  w h i c h ,  when  t h e y  a n s w e r e d  a t  a l l ,  t h e  o t h e r s  c h i m e d
i n ,  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  i n v o l u n t a r i l y  f o r c e d  i t s e l f  u p o n  M a y e r s
t h a t  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  was  a m e r e  ma ke  b e l i e v e  e m i g r a n t ,  a n d
m o s t  p r o b a b l y  an e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  b a r r a c o o n  k e e p e r ,  who
w o u l d  w e l l  know how t o  make s u r e  a l l  t h e  r e m a i n i n g
l a b o u r e r s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  s p o k e s m a n ' s  l e a d .  The  men w e r e
a d d r e s s e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  b a t c h ,  a n d  n o t  s e p a r a t e l y
i n t e r r o g a t e d .  A f t e r  t h e  l i n g u i s t  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  h a r a n g u e ,
t h e  c o n t r a c t s  w e r e  l a i d  on t h e  r a i l i n g  a n d  e a c h  man was
d i r e c t e d  t o  a f f i x  h i s  s i g n a t u r e ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e  d o c u m e n t s
w e r e  h a n d e d  t o  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  f o r  c o u n t e r s i g n a t u r e .  Fr om
h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  as  an i n s p e c t o r  o f  e m i g r a t i o n  i n  1860  a n d
1 8 6 1 ,  M a y e r s  s a i d ,  he  h a d  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  c e r e m o n y  a b o v e
w h i c h  he  d e s c r i b e d  was  q u i t e  i n e f f i c i e n t  as  a p r e v e n t i v e
a g a i n s t  f r a u d .  E v e r y t h i n g  was  m a n a g e d  by  t h e  h a l f - c a s t e
27l i n g u i s t  a n d  t h e  s p o k e s m a n  o f  t h e  l a b o u r e r s .
D r H . F .  H a n c e  s u p p o r t e d  M a y e r s  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  up - o f t e n  p u l l e d  o r  p u s h e d  i n  by  
t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  b a r r a c o o n s  - i n  b a t c h e s ,  a n d  
r a n g e d  i n  c l o s e  f i l e s  b e f o r e  a r a i l i n g ,  b e h i n d  w h i c h  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r p r e t e r  was  s t a t i o n e d .  T h i s  o f f i c i a l  who 
s p o k e  C h i n e s e  w i t h  r e m a r k a b l e  f l u e n c y ,  t h e n  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  
l a b o u r e r s  a t  some l e n g t h ,  p r e s u m a b l y  i n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  
t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s .  E a c h  l a b o u r e r  was  q u e s t i o n e d  s e p a r a t e l y  
a s  t o  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  e m i g r a t e ,  a n d  on a n s w e r i n g  i n  t h e
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affirmative, he was taken back to the barracoons. The 
rough manner, Dr Hance said, in which they were brought in 
and hustled, as if they had been cattle, by the barracoon 
people and the number of those who stood about them 
watching the proceedings, were unpleasantly suggestive of 
intimidation, and of a too officious surveillance, and 
certainly not calculated to prepossess a stranger. The 
demeanor of the labourers varied, some listening with 
apparent interest, others laughing and looking about them, 
whilst a great number seemed absolutely listless and
2 8stupefied, their features entirely void of expression.
Theophilus Sampson deemed the harangue conducted by
Macao officials deficient, because the applicants for
emigration were not told where they were going, how far
that place was from China, what was the nature of the work
there to be required of them, what were the difficulties
attending a return to China, or other matters of great
29importance to them.
On April 4, 1868, the Portuguese Superintendent of
Chinese Emigration at Macao, B.S. Fernandes, submitted a
30report to the Governor of Macao. He described the 
system of inspection of Chinese emigration in detail, but 
slightly differently from the report made by Governor 
Horta. The emigrants, he said, as was provided by the 
regulations, were subject to two examinations in the 
presence of the Superintendent. The first took place 
when the emigrants presented themselves to be registered 
at the Superintendent's office, and the second three days 
later at the time of signing the contract.
Fernandes said that before registering he had always 
caused the contract to be read and explained in the
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p a r t i c u l a r  d i a l e c t  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  o f  e m i g r a n t s ,  
a c c o m p a n y i n g  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  w i t h  some f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  v o y a g e ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
wor k  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  d e s t i n e d ,  a n d  o t h e r  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r a c t  a n d  w i t h  t h e  
c o u n t r y  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  p r o p o s e d  e m i g r a t i n g ,  s o l e l y  w i t h  t h e  
o b j e c t  o f  e n a b l i n g  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  t o  make up t h e i r  m i n d s  
t h e r e a f t e r  w i t h  a s  f u l l  k n o w l e d g e  as  was  p o s s i b l e  o f  t h e  
m a t t e r .  A f t e r  b e i n g  r e g i s t e r e d ,  t h r e e  d a y s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  
t o  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  u p o n  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t s  t h e y  
w e r e  a b o u t  t o  c o n t r a c t ,  a n d  a t  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
t h r e e  d a y s ,  t h o s e  who c o n t i n u e d  u n mo v e d  i n  t h e i r  
r e s o l u t i o n  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y  w e r e  a g a i n  
b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d .  On t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  t h e  s ame  e x p l a n a t i o n  
w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t  a nd  i t s  a c c e s s o r i e s  was 
made  as  on t h e  d a y  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n .
At  b o t h  t h e s e  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  a f t e r  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  
made t o  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  i n  a b o d y ,  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  c a l l e d  u p ,  
one  by  o n e ,  t o  d e c l a r e  b e f o r e  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a n d  t h e  
I n t e r p r e t e r  w h e t h e r  t h e y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  c o n t r a c t ,  a n d  
w h e t h e r  t h e y  h a d  f r e e l y  r e s o l v e d  u p o n  e m i g r a t i n g ,  o r  
w h e t h e r  t h e y  h a d  a n y  c a u s e  o f  c o m p l a i n t  a g a i n s t  a n y  
p e r s o n .  T h o s e  who h a d  s h o wn  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  w e l l  
a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  a n d  c o n s e n t e d  t o  
e m i g r a t e  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  a f f i x  t h e i r  s i g n a t u r e s  t o  t h e  
d o c u m e n t s  a s  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  t o  e m b a r k a t i o n .  A l l  s u c h  
e m i g r a n t s  a s  m i g h t  m a n i f e s t  t h e i r  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  e m b a r k  
w e r e  a t  o n c e  s e t  a s i d e ,  r e m a i n i n g  u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n c y , a n d  l o d g e d  i n  a b u i l d i n g ,  
a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  s a f e  a n d  
f r e e  f r o m t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  b r o k e r s .  A l l  t h e s e  C h i n e s e  
w e r e  s e n t  t o  t h e i r  n a t i v e  p l a c e s  by  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t .
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When the new Governor of Macao, Antonio Sergio de
Souza, took up his post in 1868, realizing the serious
situation of Chinese emigration at Macao, he lost no time
in issuing Ordinance No. 25, containing thirty articles for
3 1regulating Chinese emigration. It laid emphasis upon the
people who engaged in the emigration business. A heavy 
fine ranging from fifty dollars to one thousand dollars was 
imposed upon people who infringed the regulations. The 
person in charge of the emigration house had to deposit at 
the Superintendency caution-money to the amount of one 
thousand dollars.
The other important establishment of this ordinance 
was the government depot. Applicants for emigration who 
were ready to embark, according to the notice given by 
the agent, were to be taken to the Superintendency, where 
in the presence of the Procurator of Chinese Affairs, the 
Interpreters of Chinese appointed for this service, the 
Commandant of Police, and two Chinese residents of the 
most acknowledged probity; they were examined by the 
Superintendent and the contract was read and explained to 
them, a printed copy of the contract being delivered to 
each individual. Those who declared their readiness to 
emigrate and their acceptance of the terms of the contract 
were kept in the government depot for four days. The same 
proceedings were conducted on the second and third days.
On the fourth day, after a fresh reading and examination, 
the contract would be signed by each applicant. During 
the period of four days they were not allowed to 
communicate with the agents, managers or contractors, or 
with the brokers.
All Chinese who signed the contracts proceeded to the 
place where they were at the agent’s disposal; and here
ithey received the advance and clothing, and were thereupon 
taken on board the ship which was to convey them on their 
voyage. All Chinese who declared themselves unwilling to 
emigrate were taken to a separate place in order that they 
might be sent back to their homes at the expense of the 
agent.
In May, 1871, the Governor of Macao announced another
ordinance imposing further restrictions, after accepting
the recommendations made by a special committee. Under
this ordinance, any individual in charge of the
emigration house had to obtain a certificate from the
Criminal Register and a declaration signed by the
Procurator for Chinese Affairs and Superintendent of
Chinese Emigration to prove his fitness for the office.
Brokers were forbidden to enter the emigration house after
presenting the Chinese labourers to the persons in charge
3 2of these establishments.
These ordinances appear very practical. If they had 
been carried out in good faith, no abuse could have been 
perpetrated. Unfortunately, the conditions of Chinese 
emigration at Macao in the later years proved that the 
Portuguese officials at Macao had not done so.
Conclusion
The authorities at Hong Kong, Canton, Swatow, and 
Macao apparently did their best to establish sound systems 
of inspection to stop the abuses of Chinese emigration in 
their respective areas. All of them laid emphasis on how 
to control emigration houses and brokers and tried to 
ensure that all emigrants were free from their influence. 
But judging from the reports on the actual operation of
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t h e s e  s y s t e m s ,  n o n e  o f  t h e m  was  e f f e c t i v e l y  c a r r i e d  o u t .  
The r e a s o n s  f o r  t h a t  w e r e  c o m p l i c a t e d ;  b u t  o n e  t h i n g  o f  
w h i c h  we c a n  be  s u r e  i s  t h a t  t h e  b i g  p r o f i t  f r o m t h e  t r a d e  
o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  i n d u c e d  e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t s  a n d  b r o k e r s  
t o  e v a d e  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s .
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CHAPTER VI
TREATMENT DURING THE PASSAGE
1. I n t r o d u c t i o n
T h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  k i n d s  o f  m o v e m e n t s  o f  p e o p l e  a f t e r  t h e  
d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  New Wo r l d  by  E u r o p e a n s :  f r e e  m i g r a t i o n
f r o m  E u r o p e ,  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  c o n v i c t s ,  t h e  t r a d e  i n  
N e g r o  s l a v e s ,  a n d  t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  I n d i a n  and  C h i n e s e  
l a b o u r e r s .  When t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  s t a r t e d ,  
t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  N e g r o  s l a v e s ,  c o n v i c t s ,  a n d  I n d i a n  
c o o l i e s  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  s t o p p e d ,  b u t  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e ,  i n  many w a y s ,  was 
i n h e r i t e d  f r o m t h e  way i n  w h i c h  t h e  e a r l i e r  g r o u p s  h a d  
b e e n  t r e a t e d .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  t y p e s  o f  
s h i p s  u s e d ,  t h e  k i n d  o f  l i f e  a n d  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  on 
t h e s e  s h i p s ,  how t h e  p e o p l e  a b o a r d  w e r e  o r g a n i s e d  a n d  t o  
whom t h e s e  s h i p s  b e l o n g e d .
2.  The S h i p p i n g  C o m p a n i e s
As m e n t i o n e d  i n  C h a p t e r  I I I ,  3 ,  E m i g r a t i o n  A g e n t s , 
t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  k i n d s  o f  p e o p l e  who h a n d l e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n .  E x c e p t  f o r  t h o s e  who w e r e  
t h e m s e l v e s  m a s t e r s  o f  s h i p s ,  a l l  e m i g r a t i o n  a g e n t s  
c h a r t e r e d  s h i p s  f o r  t h e i r  p u r p o s e s .  C h i n e s e  j u n k s  w e r e  
u s e d  by  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  a s  t h e  me a n s  o f  t r a n s p o r t  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  d a y s . 1 A f t e r  1 8 4 2 ,  f o r e i g n  s a i l i n g  b o a t s  a n d  s t e a m  
s h i p s  g r a d u a l l y  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  t r a d e .
B r i t i s h  s h i p s  e n j o y i n g  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  
2
T r e a t y  o f  N a n k i n g  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  s h i p p i n g
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C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  i n  t h e  f o r t i e s  a nd  e a r l y  f i f t i e s . .  A
r e p o r t  on ' B r i t i s h  S h i p p i n g  i n  C h i n a '  a p p e a r i n g  i n  The
S h i p p i n g  G a z e t t e  and  S y d n e y  G e n e r a l  T r a d e  L i s t  m e n t i o n e d
t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  v e s s e l s  l y i n g  a t  t h e  p o r t  o f  Amoy
i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 5 1 ,  was  t w e n t y - f i v e  a n d  o f  t h e s e ,  t h i r t e e n
w e r e  B r i t i s h  s h i p s .  The p o r t  o f  Hong Kong ,  i t  c o n t i n u e d ,
s w a r m e d  w i t h  B r i t i s h  v e s s e l s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a n d  e v e n  a t
Whampoa a n d  C a n t o n  t h e  B r i t i s h  f l a g  m i g h t  be  s e e n  mor e
3
o f t e n  t h a n  a ny  o t h e r .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a l s o  a p p l i e d  t o  
t h o s e  e n g a g e d  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s .
The  H a r b o u r  M a s t e r  o f  Hong Kong ,  T h o s .  V. W a t k i n s ,  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  b e t w e e n  N o v e m b e r  1,  1 8 5 4 ,  and  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,
1 8 5 5 ,  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  a nd  t w e n t y - e i g h t  v e s s e l s  w h i c h  c l e a r e d  
o u t w a r d s  w i t h  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s ,  s i x t y - f o u r  w e r e  u n d e r  t h e
4
B r i t i s h  f l a g  a n d  t w e n t y - f o u r  w e r e  u n d e r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f l a g .  
The  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  o f  v e s s e l s  c a r r y i n g  
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  t o  Cuba  f r o m  J u n e  3 ,  1 8 4 7 ,  t o  D e c e m b e r
3 1 ,  1 8 5 7 ,  a s  r e p o r t e d  by  J o s e p h  T.  C r a w f o r d ,  B r i t i s h  C o n s u l -
G e n e r a l  i n  Cuba  w e r e  s i m i l a r .  Of  s i x t y - t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  
v e s s e l s ,  he  s a i d ,  t w e n t y - s i x  w e r e  B r i t i s h  v e s s e l s  a n d  n i n e  
w e r e  A m e r i c a n  v e s s e l s . ^
The n o t i c e a b l e  t h i n g  i n  t h e  a b o v e  t wo  r e p o r t s  i s  t h a t  
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  A m e r i c a n  v e s s e l s  was  t h e  s e c o n d  g r e a t e s t .  
A m e r i c a n  c l i p p e r s  b e g a n  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  t h e  t r a d e  i n  Cuba  i n  
1843  a n d  w e r e  f u r t h e r  s t i m u l a t e d  by  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  g o l d  
i n  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  A u s t r a l i a  i n  1848 a n d  185 1 . ^ The 
S h i p p i n g  G a z e t t e  a nd  S y d n e y  G e n e r a l  T r a d e  L i s t  d e s c r i b e d  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  c l i p p e r s  a s  s p l e n d i d  v e s s e l s ,  w i t h  e v e r y  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s p e e d ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  d u r a b l e .  One 
v o y a g e  f r o m  New Yo r k  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  a nd  t h e n c e  t o  C h i n a  
was  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  make t h e i r  c o p p e r  a p p e a r  as  t h o u g h
7
i t  r e q u i r e d  a r e n e w a l .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a Hong Kong o f f i c i a l
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r e t u r n  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 5 1 ,  e i g h t  B r i t i s h  v e s s e l s  l e f t  f o r  
E n g l a n d ;  one  A m e r i c a n  v e s s e l  was  l a i d  on f o r  L o n d o n ,  a n d  
one  B r i t i s h  v e s s e l  f o r  A m e r i c a ;  t h e r e  w e r e  s i x  o r  s e v e n  
v e s s e l s ,  a l l  A m e r i c a n ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  f r e i g h t  o r  c h a r t e r .
A g a i n ,  a t  M a n i l a ,  d u r i n g  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  y e a r  1 8 5 1 ,  
o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  s h i p p i n g  was  B r i t i s h ,  a n o t h e r  t h i r d  
A m e r i c a n ,  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  t h i r d  b e l o n g e d  t o  S p a i n ,  F r a n c e ,  
R u s s i a  a n d  D e n m a r k . ^
I n  1855 t h e  B r i t i s h  P a r l i a m e n t  p a s s e d  t h e  C h i n e s e  
P a s s e n g e r s  A c t .  U n d e r  t h i s  a c t ,  a l l  s h i p s  c a r r y i n g  f r o m 
a n y  p o r t  i n  Hong Kong a n d  a l l  B r i t i s h  s h i p s  c a r r y i n g  f r o m 
a n y  p o r t  i n  C h i n a ,  o r  w i t h i n  one  h u n d r e d  m i l e s  o f  t h e  
c o a s t ,  mo r e  t h a n  t w e n t y  p a s s e n g e r s ,  b e i n g  n a t i v e s  o f  A s i a ,  
b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  t o  s e a  h a d  t o  o b t a i n  a c e r t i f i c a t e  f r o m
9
t h e  E m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e r  o f  Hong Kong .  T h i s  a c t  was  
f u r t h e r  a me n d e d  i n  1858 s t i p u l a t i n g  t h a t  i t  was  n o t  t o  be  
l a w f u l  f o r  a ny  B r i t i s h  s h i p  t o  c a r r y  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  t o  
a n y  p l a c e  n o t  b e i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  D o m i n i o n s . ^  A f t e r  
t h e s e  a c t s  came i n t o  f o r c e ,  t h e  n u mb e r  o f  B r i t i s h  s h i p s  
e n g a g e d  f o r  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  d r o p p e d .  I n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  
L o r d  J o h n  R u s s e l l  i n  1 8 5 9 ,  S i r  F r e d e r i c k  W.A.  B r u c e ,
B r i t i s h  M i n i s t e r  t o  C h i n a , w r o t e :
B r i t i s h  s h i p s  h a v e  c e a s e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  t r a d e ,  w h i c h  i s  c a r r i e d  on 
u n d e r  t h e  f l a g s  o f  F r a n c e ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,
S p a i n ,  e t c .  t o  t h e  g r e a t  d i s c r e d i t  o f  t h e i r  
n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n . 11
The A m e r i c a n  s h i p s  h a d  e n j o y e d  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  i n
t r a n s p o r t i n g  C h i n e s e  t o  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  b e t w e e n  1859  a n d
1 8 6 1 .  I n  1862 t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p a s s e d
an a c t  t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  t r a d e  by  A m e r i c a n
12c i t i z e n s  i n  A m e r i c a n  v e s s e l s ,  w h i c h  ma de  i t  u n l a w f u l  f o r  
A m e r i c a n  v e s s e l s  t o  t r a n s p o r t  C h i n e s e  o r  any  o t h e r
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O r i e n t a l s  t o  a n y  f o r e i g n  p o r t  t o  be  h e l d  t o  s e r v i c e  o r  
l a b o u r ;  a l l  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w e r e  p r o h i b i t e d  
f r o m e n g a g i n g  i n  t h e  t r a d e  o r  f r o m b u i l d i n g  v e s s e l s  t o  
e n g a g e  i n  i t ;  a n d  A m e r i c a n  n a v a l  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  e mp o we r e d  
t o  s e a r c h  a n d  s e i z e  A m e r i c a n  v e s s e l s  o f f e n d i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  
l a w.  I t  was  l i k e w i s e  made  t h e  d u t y  o f  A m e r i c a n  c o n s u l s  t o  
e x a m i n e  a l l  e m i g r a n t s  on b o a r d  s h i p s  c l e a r i n g  f o r  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  p o r t s  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w e r e  d e p a r t i n g  
v o l u n t a r i l y .  The a p p a r e n t  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  a c t  was  t o  d r i v e  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  v e s s e l s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  o u t  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  
e m i g r a t i o n  t r a f f i c .  Bu t  t h i s  t r a f f i c  was  a c t u a l l y  
c o n t i n u e d  u n d e r  t h e  name o f  f r e e  e m i g r a t i o n .
Wi t h  r e g a r d  t o  B r i t i s h  v e s s e l s ,  some o f  t h e m  w e r e
r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  c h a n g e d  f r o m t h e  B r i t i s h  t o  o t h e r  f l a g s
f o r  c a r r y i n g  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  o n l y ,  a n d  r e s u m e d  t h e i r
1 3B r i t i s h  p a p e r s  a t  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c h a r t e r .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i n  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  s h i p p i n g  
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  was  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  F r e n c h m e n  
a n d  S p a n i a r d s .  B e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  1 ,  1865,  a n d  A p r i l  31 ,
1 8 6 6 ,  n i n e  F r e n c h  s h i p s  w i t h  t wo  t h o u s a n d  o n e  h u n d r e d  and
s e v e n t y - s i x  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  s a i l e d  f r o m  C a n t o n  t o  
1 4H a v a n a .  At  Macao  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  e n d i n g  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,
1 8 6 7 ,  a t o t a l  o f  t h i r t y - n i n e  s h i p s  w i t h  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  
h a d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  o f  t h e m ,  t w e n t y -  
f o u r  w e r e  u n d e r  t h e  F r e n c h  a n d  S p a n i s h  f l a g s . ^
F r e n  ch 12 v e s s e l s 7 , 5 6 6  t o n s
S p a n i s h 12 " 7 , 9 0 1  "
I t a l i a n 5 4 , 8 2 0
Aus t  r  i  an 3 2 , 3 0 2
P o r t u g u e s  e 3 3 , 3 6 5  "
Dut  ch 2 1 , 5 3 9  "
Br emen 1 362
P e r u v i a n 1 " 1 , 2 8 3  "
T o t a l 39 v e s s e l s 2 9 , 138 t o n s
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A r o u n d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s i x t i e s  a n d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f
t h e  s e v e n t i e s ,  I t a l i a n  v e s s e l s  w e r e  u s e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  by  t h e
c h a r t e r e r s ,  b u t  w e r e  r e p l a c e d  by  t h e  P e r u v i a n  f l a g  a n d
f l a g s  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s . ^  From J a n u a r y  1,  t o  O c t o b e r  19,
1 8 7 2 ,  as  r e p o r t e d  by  G o v e r n o r  K e n n e d y ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
t h i r t y - e i g h t  v e s s e l s  e n g a g e d  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  C h i n e s e
e m i g r a n t s  h a d  c l e a r e d  o u t  f r o m Hong Kong t o  Macao  a nd
1 7f i f t e e n  o f  t h e m  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  P e r u v i a n  r e g i s t r y .
P e r u v i a n 15 v e s s e l s
F r e n c h 10 f t
S p a n i s h 9 f t
Dut  ch 3 M
Aus t r i  an 1 I t
T o t a l  38 v e s s e l s
The a b o v e  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e d  t wo  B r i t i s h  v e s s e l s ,  t wo Ger man  
v e s s e l s  a n d  t wo  A m e r i c a n  s h i p s  h a v i n g  b e e n  s o l d  by  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  o w n e r s .
I n  1873  f r o m  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  Hong Kong a u t h o r i t i e s ,
P e r u v i a n  s h i p s  w e r e  s t i l l  t h e  ma i n  f o r c e  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f
t r a n s p o r t i n g  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s .  On F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 8 7 3 ,  t h e
G o v e r n o r  o f  Hong Kong,  A r t h u r  K e n n e d y ,  t h e  A c t i n g
C o l o n i a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  C e c i l  C. S m i t h  a n d  t h e  H a r b o u r  M a s t e r ,
H. G,  T h o m s e t t ,  v i s i t e d  t wo o f  t e n  s h i p s  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e
t r a d e  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e n  l y i n g  i n  t h e
p o r t  o f  Hong Kong.  Of  t h e m ,  e i g h t  w e r e  P e r u v i a n  s h i p s  a n d
18t wo  Ge r ma n  s h i p s .  I n  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  A u g u s t  2 9 ,  1873,  t o  t h e
E a r l  o f  K i m b e r l e y ,  G o v e r n o r  Ke n n e d y  s a i d  t h a t  o f  s e v e n
s h i p s  c h a r t e r e d  f o r  c a r r y i n g  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  i n  t h e
w a t e r s  o f  Hong Kong ,  f o u r  f l ew P e r u v i a n  f l a g s  a n d  t h r e e
b e l o n g e d  t o  I t a l i a n s ,  B e l g i a n s  a n d  P o r t u g u e s e  
19r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The f o l l o w i n g  P e r u v i a n  f i g u r e s  q u o t e d  by
W a l t  S t e w a r t  i n  h i s  b o o k  C h i n e s e  B o n d a g e  m  P e r u  c o n f i r m  
t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,
152
C h i n e s e  L a b o u r e r  S h i p s  A r r i v i n g  a t  C a l l a o  D u r i n g  
t h e  P e r i o d  A p r i l  1871 t o  l a t e  J u l y  187420
Pe r u v i a n  
F r e n c h
28 ( 2 0 )  v e s s e l s
Rus s i a n  
Aus t r l a n
P o r t u g u e s e  
Dut  ch
4 ( 4) 
1 ( 1 ) 
1 ( 1 ) 
3 ( 2) 
2 ( 1 )
T o t a l 39 ( 2 9 )  v e s s e l s
( F i g u r e s  i n  p a r e n t h e s e s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
d i f f e r e n t  s h i p s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  a r r i v a l s  o f  t h e  s ame 
s h i p  b e i n g  e l i m i n a t e d ) .
The A m e r i c a n  s h i p s ,  as  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e ,  h a d  w i t h d r a w n
f r o m t h e  t r a d e  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  a f t e r  1 862;, b u t  t h e y
w e r e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  e n g a g e d  i n  c a r r y i n g  f r e e  e m i g r a n t s  t o
C a l i f o r n i a ,  S i n g a p o r e ,  A u s t r a l i a , e t c ,  B r i t i s h  s h i p s  t o o k
p a r t  i n  t h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  t o o ,  I n  t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s ,
A m e r i c a n  a n d  B r i t i s h  s h i p s  n o t  o n l y  w e r e  a c t i v e  i n
t r a n s p o r t i n g  C h i n e s e  t o  S i n g a p o r e  f r o m  C h i n a , ^ ^  b u t  a l s o
d o m i n a t e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  f r o m Hong
Kong t o  C a l i f o r n i a  w h i l e  P e r u v i a n  a n d  S p a n i s h  v e s s e l s
w e r e  r e f u s e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e n t e r  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  by  t h e
2 2G o v e r n o r  o f  Hong Kong.
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  s a i l i n g  i n t o  A u s t r a l i a n
w a t e r s  w e r e  c h a r t e r e d  by  c a p i t a l i s t s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  o r  t h e i r
2 3r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  Hong Kong ,  Mo s t  v e s s e l s  r e a c h i n g
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  c o a s t  i n  t h e  f i f t i e s  f a c i n g  t h e  p r o s p e c t
o f  r e t u r n i n g  t o  E u r o p e  w i t h o u t  a c a r g o  o r  p a s s e n g e r s  we r e
24h a p p y  t o  be  e m p l o y e d  f o r  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  m i s s i o n .
The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t wo e x a m p l e s  o f  s h i p s  h i r e d  f o r  
c o n v e y i n g  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  t o  A u s t r a l i a .
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a . Le va n  t
A s h i p  o f  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t y - t w o  t o n s  was  owned 
by  J a m e s  M c C o r m i c k ,  an A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n ,  who c h a r t e r e d  h e r  
t o  a C h i n e s e  name d  Chong Ah o y ,  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  
e m i g r a n t s  t o  M e l b o u r n e .  The  s h i p  was  a r r a n g e d  t o  t a k e  
p a s s e n g e r s  on b o a r d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Hong Kong ,  b e y o n d  
t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  p o r t ,  t h e n  p r o c e e d  f o r  e m i g r a t i o n  p a p e r s  
t o  Ma c a o ,  a n d  t h e n  t o  M e l b o u r n e .  T h r o u g h  a m i s t a k e  o f  t h e  
m a t e ,  s h e  s a i l e d  b e y o n d  t h e s e  l i m i t s  a n d  t o o k  on  b o a r d  t wo 
h u n d r e d  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  b e f o r e  s h e  h a d  o b t a i n e d  a p o r t  
c l e a r a n c e  f r o m t h e  H a r b o u r  M a s t e r  o f  Hong Kong.  She  was 
c o n s e q u e n t l y  d e t a i n e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  w a r  s h i p  Win ehe  s t e r  on 
Ma r c h  2 2 ,  1 8 5 6 ,  and  l a t e r  h e r  m a s t e r ,  A l b e r t  Wood,  was
2 5f i n e d  o n e  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  s t e r l i n g  by  t h e  Hong Kong c o u r t ,  
b , Ma r y  M i l d r e d
A B r i t i s h  s h i p  o f  f o u r  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t y  t o n s  u n d e r  
t h e  command o f  C a p t a i n  G e o r g e  P e a c o c k e  was  c h a r t e r e d  by 
M e s s r s .  L a i  H i n g  $ Co.  f o r  c o n v e y i n g  c a r g o  a n d  C h i n e s e  
p a s s e n g e r s  f r o m Hong Kong t o  C l e v e l a n d  Bay a n d  S y d n e y  a t  
a c o s t  o f  o n e  t h o u s a n d  a n d  t wo h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  s t e r l i n g .  An 
a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  t wo  p a r t i e s  w h i c h  was  
s i g n e d  on Ma r c h  13,  1874,  i s  s t i l l  p r e s e r v e d  by t h e  M i t c h e l l
L i b r a r y  a t  S y d n e y .  On t h e  b a c k  o f  t h i s  a g r e e m e n t ,  C a p t a i n  
P e a c o c k e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  h a d  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  M e s s r s .  L a i  H i n g  
§ C o . ,  t h e  sum o f  f o u r  t h o u s a n d  a n d  s e v e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  
a n d  f o r t y - s e v e n  c e n t s  ( M e x i c a n  d o l l a r s  4 , 0 7 5 . 4 1 )  a t  t h e  
r a t e  o f  e x c h a n g e  o f  f o u r  s h i l l i n g s  a n d  f i v e  p e n c e  p e r  
M e x i c a n  d o l l a r ,  m a k i n g  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  n i n e  h u n d r e d  
p o u n d s  s t e r l i n g  a d v a n c e d  a t  Hong Kong ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
c h a r t e r  mo n e y ,  t h e  sum o f  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  s t e r l i n g ,  
w o u l d  be  p a i d  by  t h e  c h a r t e r e r  on t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e
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c h a r t e r  d u t y  a t  S y d n e y .  T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  was  s i g n e d  by
2 6G e o r g e  P e a c o c k e  on Ma r c h  2 8 ,  1 8 7 4 .
T h e s e  t wo e x a m p l e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  c h a r t e r i n g  o f  
s h i p s  f o r  c o n v e y i n g  e m i g r a n t s  f r o m  C h i n a  t o  A u s t r a l i a  was  
c a r r i e d  on t h r o u g h  t h e  w h o l e  p e r i o d  c o v e r e d  by  t h i s  s t u d y ,
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e r e  i s  no  s o u r c e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  show 
a l l  i n d i v i d u a l  s h i p  o w n e r s .  B e t w e e n  N o v e mb e r  1,  1 8 5 4 ,  a n d
S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 8 5 5 ,  1 0 , 1 3 1  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s ,  as  r e c o r d e d ,
w e r e  t r a n s p o r t e d  f r o m  Hong Kong t o  M e l b o u r n e  by  t h e
2 7f o l l o w i n g  t h i r t y - f o u r  s h i p s  o f  e i g h t  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,
B r i t i s h 20 v e s s e l s 1 0 , 2 3 8 t o n s
A m e r i c a n 5 3 , 6 3 7 M
New G r e n a d a 2 " 614 I t
P e r u v i a n 2 1 , 4 1 2 1 1
P o r t u g u e s e 2 1 , 0 0 9 i t
D u t c h 1  " 717 !!
Ha mbur g 1 749 I t
H a n o v e r 1  " 985 I t
T o t a l 34 " 1 9 , 3 6 1 t o n s
Aus t r a l i a  was a p l a c e  i n t o  w h i c h i t  was  l a w f u l f o r
B r i t i s h  s h i p s  t o  c a r r y  C h i n e s e  p a s s e n g e r s .  The a b o v e  
s i t u a t i o n  was  s t i l l  t r u e  i n  t h e  s i x t i e s  a n d  s e v e n t i e s .
3.  T y p e s  o f  S h i p s
S h i p s  u s e d  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  t o  
v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e ,  c a n  be  d i v i d e d  i n t o  
t wo g r o u p s :  C h i n e s e  j u n k s  a n d  w e s t e r n  s h i p s . ' * '
C h i n e s e  j u n k s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  e m p l o y e d  f o r  t h e
c o n v e y a n c e  o f  p a s s e n g e r s  t o  C o c h i n  C h i n a  ( I n d o  C h i n a ) ,  S i a m
( T h a i l a n d ) ,  t h e  S t r a i t s  S e t t l e m e n t s ,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  I s l a n d s
2
a n d  t h e  I s l a n d s  o f  N e t h e r l a n d s  I n d i e s  ( I n d o n e s i a ) .  As 
e a r l y  a s  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  j u n k s  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n
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u s e d  by  C h i n e s e  f o r  d e f e n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  r a i d s  o f  p i r a t e s
3
a l o n g  t h e  s e a c o a s t  = I n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n t h
c e n t u r y ,  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  s e v e n t y  t o  f o u r  h u n d r e d  and
4f o r t y  f e e t  l o n g  j u n k s  l e d  by  G r a n t  E u n u c h  Cheng  Ho h a d  
r e a c h e d  t h e  Red S e a . ^  When o c e a n  t r a d e  was  g r a d u a l l y  
d e v e l o p e d ,  t h e  j u n k s  w e r e  a d a p t e d  t o  mor e  s p e c i f i c  u s e  a n d  
w e r e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  i n t o  f r u i t  j u n k s ,  r i c e  j u n k s ,  t e a  
j u n k s ,  f i s h i n g  j u n k s  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  j u n k s .  S m a l l  j u n k s  
w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  r i v e r  o r  c o a s t a l  t r a d e ,  w h i l e  l a r g e  o n e s  
w e r e  b u i l t  f o r  c o mme r c e  o v e r s e a s  ( S e e  I l l u s t r a t i o n  
No.  3 . )
C h i n e s e  j u n k s  v a r i e d  i n  s i z e .  I b n  B a t t u t a ,  1 3 0 4 - 1 3 7 8 ,
r e c o r d e d  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  j u n k  i n  t h e  Yl ian d y n a s t y ,  12 77-
1 3 6 8 ,  h a d  f o u r  d e c k s  a n d  t w e l v e  s a i l s  a n d  a c o m p l e m e n t  o f
7
one  t h o u s a n d  men.  T h i s  j u n k  s e e ms  e v e n  b i g g e r  t h a n  t h e  
j u n k s  l e d  b y  Cheng  Ho.  Many s c h o l a r s  d e e me d  t h a t  i t  was  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  b u i l d  a s a f e  wo o d e n  s h i p  e x c e e d i n g  t h r e e  
h u n d r e d  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h  a n d  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  
C h i n e s e  s e a - g o i n g  j u n k s  w e r e  a b o u t  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  f e e t  l o n g  
a n d  h a d  a d i s p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  o n e  h u n d r e d
g
t o n s .  The a v e r a g e  s i z e  o f  C h i n e s e  j u n k s  a s  r e c o r d e d  by 
Chou K'ai a n d  C h ’ e n  Ta  was  a b o u t  s e v e n t y - f i v e  t o  one  
h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x  f e e t  l o n g  a n d  s e v e n t e e n  t o  t h i r t y - f i v e  
f e e t  w i d e ,  w i t h  a d r a f t  o f  a b o u t  s i x  t o  t w e l v e  f e e t  b e l o w  
t h e  w a t e r  l i n e ;  t h e  d i s p l a c e m e n t  o f  w a t e r  v a r i e d  f r o m
9
t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  t o  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  t o n s .
I n  1822 t h e  E n g l i s h  s h i p  I n d i a n a  r e s c u e d  n i n e t y -  
e i g h t  c r e w a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  f r o m  a C h i n e s e  j u n k  w r e c k e d  
n e a r  t h e  e a s t  p a r t  o f  G a s p a r  I s l a n d  ( b e t w e e n  B a n g k a  a nd  
B e l i t u n g  I s l a n d s  i n  t h e  J a v a  S e a ) .  T h i s  j u n k  was  d e s c r i b e d  
as  an Amoy j u n k  o f  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  o r  n i n e  h u n d r e d  t o n s  
b o u n d  f o r  B a t a v i a . ^  A C h i n e s e  j u n k  known as  t h e  Wh a n g - h o
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came t o  A u s t r a l i a n  w a t e r s  i n  1 9 0 8 ,  T h i s  c r a f t  s e t  o u t  f r o m  
C h i n a  f o r  a v o y a g e  t o  San  F r a n c i s c o .  When s h e  made an 
a t t e m p t  t o  r o u n d  t h e  H o r n ,  a wa ve  t o o k  away h e r  h u g e  
r u d d e r .  H o w e v e r ,  s h e  m a n a g e d  t o  k e e p  g o i n g  a n d  f i n a l l y  
r e a c h e d  A u s t r a l i a , ^
W e s t e r n  s h i p s  w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  c a r r y i n g  C h i n e s e  t o  t h e
We s t  I n d i e s ,  S o u t h  A m e r i c a ,  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  A u s t r a l i a ,  The
t y p e s  o f  s h i p s  u s e d  v a r i e d  f r o m s m a l l  b r i g  t o  h u g e
c l i p p e r s .  B e t w e e n  1848  a n d  1 8 5 2 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n i n e t e e n
1 2C h i n e s e  l a b o u r  s h i p s  e n t e r i n g  A u s t r a l i a n  s e a p o r t s .
A l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e m w e r e  s m a l l  v e s s e l s . . The d i s t r i b u t i o n
o f  t h e  t y p e s  o f t h e s e  s h i p s was as  f o l l o w s :
T y p e s  o f No.  o f T o n n a g e
S h i p s S h i p s
B r i g 4 101 t o 253 t o n s
B a r q u e 13 234 t o 571 t  ons
S h i p 2 370 t  0 683 t o n s
T o t a l 19 At  an  a v e r a g e o f 377 t o n s
B e t w e e n  N o v e m b e r  1 ,  1 8 5 4 ,  a n d  S e p t e m b e r  30 ,  1 8 5 5 ,  t h i r t y -
f o u r  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  s h i p s  l e f t  Hong Kong f o r  P o r t  
P h i l l i p .  Among t h e m ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  s h i p  was  t h e  Ka t  H o o p e r , 
one  t h o u s a n d  f i v e  h u n d r e d  a n d  s e v e n  t o n s ,  a n d  t h e  s m a l l e s t  
s h i p  was  t h e  V i g i l a n t , t wo h u n d r e d  a nd  t h i r t y - s e v e n  t o n s .  
T h e i r  a v e r a g e  t o n n a g e  was  f i v e  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t y - s i x  t o n s ?  
D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  e n d i n g  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1 8 6 7 ,  t h i r t y - s e v e n
s h i p s  w i t h  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  Ma c a o ,  T h e i r  
t o n n a g e s  r a n g e d  f r o m  t wo h u n d r e d  a nd  t w e n t y - f i v e  t o n s  
( J . A. V. ) t o  o n e  t h o u s a n d  f i v e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y - o n e  t o n s  
( P e d r o  I )  w i t h  an a v e r a g e  o f  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y - s e v e n
14t o n s  .
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Fr om t h e  a b o v e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  t o n n a g e  o f  
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  s h i p s  i n c r e a s e d  s t e a d i l y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  
I n  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  s t e a m  s h i p s  g r a d u a l l y  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  
who l e  b u s i n e s s .
I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  made by  S a mu e l  
G e o r g e  Bonha m,  G o v e r n o r  o f  Hong Kong ,  on D e c e m b e r  2 8 ,  
1 8 5 3 , ^  a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  P a s s e n g e r s  Ac t  o f  1 855 , ^  t h e  
s p a c e  i n  a C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p  a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  an a d u l t  
p a s s e n g e r  on b o a r d  was  t o  c o n t a i n  a t  l e a s t  t w e l v e  
s u p e r f i c i a l  a nd  s e v e n t y - t w o  c u b i c  f e e t ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  be  met  
a s  s hown  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i a g r a m .
6 f e e t
6 f e e t
Bu t  t h e  s p a c e  f o r  a C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  on b o a r d  e m i g r a n t  
sh ip s  f r o m Hong Kong t o  t h e  S t r a i t s  S e t t l e m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  by  
t h e  Hong Kong O r d i n a n c e  o f  1871 was  o n l y  n i n e  s u p e r f i c i a l  
a n d  f i f t y - f o u r  c u b i c  f e e t . ^
The D e c r e e  o f  A u g u s t  1 3 ,  1 8 6 4 ,  i s s u e d  by  t h e
P o r t u g u e s e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  s p a c e  a l l o t t e d  t o  
e a c h  e m i g r a n t  on b o a r d  a C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p  was  t o  be  
f r o m  t wo m e t r e s ,  two a n d  a h a l f  m e t r e s ,  t o  t h r e e  m e t r e s  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  v e n t i l a t i o n  a n d  l i g h t ;  b u t
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t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  Macao  m  1871 o r d a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  s p a c e  f o r
e a c h  e m i g r a n t  w o u l d  be  c a l c u l a t e d  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  t wo and
h a l f  m e t r e s  a t  l e a s t  a n d  w o u l d  be a l a r g e r  s p a c e  when  t h e
1 8v e s s e l  was  n o t  p r o p e r l y  v e n t i l a t e d .
The a b o v e  a l l o t m e n t  o f  s p a c e  was  d e e me d  t o  be
1 9i n s u f f i c i e n t  s o  i t  was  s u g g e s t e d  by  a s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  
t h a t  t h e  s p a c e  s h o u l d  be  o f  t h r e e  c u b i c  m e t r e s ,  I n  1874 
wh e n  t h e  ' R e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  A s i a t i c  P a s s e n g e r s  a n d  t h e i r  
T r a n s p o r t  a t  t h e  P o r t  o f  Ma c a o '  w e r e  a n n o u n c e d ,  t h e  s p a c e  
a l l o t t e d  t o  an a d u l t  p a s s e n g e r  i n c r e a s e d  t o  t h r e e  c u b i c
m e t r e s  a n d  t h i s  r a t e  a l s o  a p p l i e d  t o  t wo c h i l d r e n  u n d e r
. ,  20 t w e l v e .
The  P e r u v i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a d o p t e d  a d i f f e r e n t
m e a s u r e m e n t  o f  s p a c e  f o r  p a s s e n g e r s .  The D e c r e e  o f  1864
r e q u i r e d  t h a t  no  b o a t  s h o u l d  e m b a r k  mo r e  t h a n  o n e
p a s s e n g e r  f o r  e a c h  r e g i s t e r e d  t o n .  The r e q u i r e m e n t  was
2 1c h a n g e d  t o  t wo  t o n s  i n  1 8 6 8 ,
P r i o r  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  P a s s e n g e r  Ac t  p a s s e d  i n  1 8 5 2 ,  t h e  
a l l o t m e n t  o f  p a s s e n g e r s  on b o a r d  a B r i t i s h  s h i p  was  one  p e r  
t wo  t o n s  w i t h  t e n  s u p e r f i c i a l  f e e t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Dr .  
C h a r l e s  A „ W i n c h e s t e r ' s  R e p o r t ,  t wo t h o u s a n d  s i x  h u n d r e d  
a n d  s i x t y - s i x  men h a d  b e e n  c o n v e y e d  t o  A u s t r a l i a  by  f o u r  
t h o u s a n d  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y - f i v e  t o n s .  T h i s  g a v e  a
d e f i c i e n c y  o f  f o u r  h u n d r e d  a n d  n i n e t y - s e v e n  t o n s  i n
2 2a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  B r i t i s h  r e q u i r e m e n t s . I n  t h e  c a s e  o f
t h e  Duke o f  A r g y l e  ( l e f t  Amoy w i t h  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  f o r
2 3H a v a n a  on Ma r c h  7 ,  1 8 4 7 ) ,  t h e  a l l o t m e n t  o f  s p a c e  was  n i n e
24s u p e r f i c i a l  f e e t ,  o r  a b o u t  o n e  a n d  h a l f  t o n s  t o  e a c h  man.
I t  f e l l  b e h i n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  r e q u i r e m e n t s  by a l m o s t  h a l f  a 
t o n  t o  e a c h  man.
159
A f t e r  t h e  C h i n e s e  P a s s e n g e r s  Ac t  o f  1855  came i n t o
b e i n g ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  s p a c e  m  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  i m p r o v e d ,
b u t  some e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  s t i l l  c a r r i e d  a n u m b e r  o f  C h i n e s e
2 5i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h a t  w h i c h  was  e i t h e r  l e g a l  o r  s a f e .  I n  t h e
c a s e  o f  t h e  J o h n  C a l v i n  ( 1 8 5 6 ) ,  s h e  c l e a r e d  w i t h  a
c e r t i f i c a t e  f r o m t h e  E m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e r  o f  Hong Kong f o r
e i g h t y - o n e  p a s s e n g e r s ,  a n d  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h i s  s a i l e d  w i t h
2 6t wo  h u n d r e d  a n d  n i n e t y  e i g h t .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  Duke o f
P o r t 1 and  ( 1 8 5 6 ) ,  h e r  m a m  d e c k  h a d  o n l y  2 , 8 7 0 , 5
s u p e r f i c i a l  f e e t ,  a n d  s h e  c o u l d  c a r r y  t wo h u n d r e d  and
t h i r t y - e i g h t  p a s s e n g e r s  u n d e r  t h e  C h i n e s e  P a s s e n g e r s  A c t ,
The E m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e r  o f  Hong Kong d i d  n o t  c o n f i n e  h i s
m e a s u r e m e n t  t o  t h e  b e t w e e n  d e c k s ,  b u t  i n c l u d e d  a l l  t h o s e
p a r t s  o f  t h e  u p p e r  d e c k  a n d  i s s u e d  a c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  t h r e e
2 7h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y - f o u r  p e r s o n s .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  b o t h
2 8s h i p s  h a d  h i g h  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e s ,
E m i g r a n t  s h i p s  d e s p a t c h e d  f r o m  Macao w e r e  no  b e t t e r
t h a n t h o s e  f r o m Amoy a n d  Hong Kong .  The s p a c e  a l l o t t e d t  0
a p a s s e n g e r  i n t h e  f o l l o w i n g s h i p s  s h o ws how s e r i o u s  t h e
c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e :
Y e a r Name o f S h i p T o n n a g e N o . o f S p a c e  A l l o t t e d
C h i n e s e  
on  B o a r d
t o a C h i n e s e
1871 D o l e r e s  U g a r t 800 t o n s  650 16 i n c h e s  w i d e 29
1872 M a r i a  Luz 18 I t  M 30
1873 L u i s a  C a n e v a r o 1300  " 780 17 I I  I I 31
1873 Sa n  J u a n 1400  " 20 I I  I I 32
I n  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  s h i p s  d i d  t h e  s p a c e  a l l o t t e d  t o  a C h i n e s e  
e m i g r a n t  r e a c h  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  l a i d  down e i t h e r  by  t h e  
B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  by  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  g o v e r n m e n t .
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As t o  t h e  s l e e p i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  no p a r t i c u l a r
r e q u i r e m e n t  was  s e t  o u t  by a n y  r e g u l a t i o n .  I n  t h e  e a r l y
d a y s ,  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  m  a l l  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s
c o n s i s t e d  o f  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  o p e n i n g  b e t w e e n  d e c k s ,  w i t h  a
s m a l l  b a t t e n  n a i l e d  a l o n g  t h e  d e c k  on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  f o r  t h e
C h i n e s e  t o  p u t  t h e i r  f e e t  a g a i n s t ,  t o  k e e p  t h e m f r o m
3 3s l i p p i n g  t o  l e e w a r d  wh e n  t h e  s h i p  was  l y i n g  o v e r .  I f
t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  b e t w e e n  d e c k s  p e r m i t t e d ,  s ome  s h i p s
34e r e c t e d  a s e c o n d  t i e r .  I n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  t h e  s h i p s  f o r
c o n v e y a n c e  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  w e r e  b i g g e r  t h a n  b e f o r e .
I n  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  s h i p s ,  t wo  t i e r s  o f  b o a r d s ,  o n e  a b o v e
a n o t h e r ,  r u n n i n g  e n t i r e l y  a r o u n d  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e
v e s s e l ,  a n d  a t h i r d  d o u b l e  t i e r ,  r u n n i n g  down t h e  c e n t r e
o f  t h e  s h i p ,  w e r e  f i t t e d  l e a v i n g  a n a r r o w  p a s s a g e  on e a c h
35s i d e  b e t w e e n  b u n k s .  G e n e r a l l y  t h e s e  t i e r s  o f  b o a r d s
w e r e  made o f  r o u g h  s a wn  d e a l ,  b u t  s ome  o f  t h e m  w e r e  made
o f  b a mb o o .  A g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  t h e s e  t i e r s  w e r e  k n o c k e d
down a f t e r w a r d s  a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  s l e p t  i n  r ows  
3 6on t h e  d e c k ,  ( S e e  I l l u s t r a t i o n  No,  5 ) .
The c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  b e t w e e n  d e c k s  d e s c r i b e d . b y  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  a p p o i n t e d  by  t h e  B r i t i s h  P a r l i a m e n t  i n  1844 t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  w e r e  as  f o l l o w s :
I t  was  s c a r c e l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  i n d u c e  t h e  
p a s s e n g e r s  t o  s w e e p  t h e  d e c k s  a f t e r  t h e i r  m e a l s ,  
o r  t o  b e  d e c e n t  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  common w a n t s  
o f  n a t u r e ;  i n  many c a s e s ,  i n  b a d  w e a t h e r ,  t h e y  
w o u l d  n o t  go on d e c k ,  t h e i r  h e a l t h  s u f f e r e d  s o  
much t h a t  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  was  g o n e ,  a n d  t h e y  h a d  
n o t  h a d  t h e  p o w e r  t o  h e l p  t h e m s e l v e s .  H e n c e  t h e  
b e t w e e n  d e c k s  was  l i k e  a l o a t h e s o m e  d u n g e o n .
When h a t c h w a y s  w e r e  o p e n e d  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  
p e o p l e  w e r e  s t o w e d ,  t h e  s t e a m  r o s e  a n d  t h e  
s t e n c h  was  l i k e  t h a t  f r o m a p e n  o f  p i g s .  The  
f ew b e d s  t h e y  h a d  w e r e  i n  a d r e a d f u l  s t a t e ,  f o r  
t h e  s t r a w  o n c e  we t  w i t h  s e a - w a t e r ,  s o o n  r o t t e d ,  
b e s i d e  w h i c h  t h e y  u s e d  t h e  b e t w e e n  d e c k s  f o r
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a l l  s o r t s  o f  f i l t h y  p u r p o s e s .  W h e n e v e r  v e s s e l s  
p u t  b a c k  f r o m  d i s t r e s s ,  a l l  t h e s e  m i s e r i e s  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g s  w e r e  e x h i b i t e d  m  t h e  m o s t  
a g g r a v a t e d  f o r m  In o n e  c a s e  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t ,  
t h e  v e s s e l  h a v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d  r o u g h  w e a t h e r ,  
t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  go on d e c k  and  c o o k  
t h e i r  p r o v i s i o n s ;  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  
u p p e r  h a n d  o v e r  t h e  w e a k e s t ,  a n d  i t  was  e v e n  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  women who d i e d  o f  
s t a r v a t i o n .  At  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  w e r e  
e x p e c t e d  t o  c o o k  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  f r o m t h e i r  
b e i n g  u n a b l e  t o  do t h i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s u f f e r i n g  
a r o s e .  I t  was  n a t u r a l l y  a t  t h e  c o mme n c e me n t  o f  
t h e  v o y a g e  t h a t  t h i s  s y s t e m  p r o d u c e d  i t s  w o r s t  
e f f e c t s ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  d a y s  w e r e  t h o s e  i n  w h i c h  
t h e  p e o p l e  s u f f e r e d  m o s t  f r o m  s e a - s i c k n e s s ,  a n d  
u n d e r  t h e  p r o s t r a t i o n  o f  b o d y  t h e r e b y ,  w e r e  
w h o l l y  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  f r o m  c o o k i n g .  Thus  t h o u g h  
p r o v i s i o n s  m i g h t  be  a b u n d a n t  e n o u g h ,  t h e  
p a s s e n g e r s  w o u l d  be  h a  1 f - s t a r v e d , ^ ?
Ten y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  s h i p s  
s a i l i n g  f r o m  C h i n a ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  made  by  t h e  
B r i t i s h  E m i g r a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  was  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r ,  e v e n  
w o r s e .  Th e y  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  s h i p s  w e r e  i n  a v e r y  
c r o w d e d  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  s i c k n e s s  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d d l e  p a s s a g e  
was  c a u s e d  by  t h e  w a n t  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  v e n t i l a t i o n ,  t h e  
u n c l e a n l i n e s s  o f  t h e  l a b o u r e r s ,  t h e  o m i s s i o n  o f  b r i n g i n g  
t h e  p e o p l e  on d e c k  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  a i r  
a n d  o f  d i e t ,  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  among t h o s e  who w e r e  a d d i c t e d  
t o  o p i u m e a t i n g ,  t h e  s u d d e n  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h a t  
i n d u l g e n c e „ ^
The h a t c h e s  t o  t h e  b e t w e e n  d e c k s  w e r e  f i t t e d  w i t h
i r o n  g r a t i n g s  a n d  k e p t  c l o s e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  e x c e p t  f o r
39s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e s .  T h e r e  was  l i t t l e  l i g h t  e v e n  by  
40d a y .  The  p r i v i e s  f o r  t h e  e m i g r a n t s  w e r e  l i n e d  up on
4 1e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  s h i p .  The  v e n t i l a t i o n  d e p e n d e d  much 
on t h e  w i n d s a i l s ^  w h i c h  n o r m a l l y  b r o u g h t  i n s u f f i c i e n t  a i r  
t o  t h e  p e o p l e  down b e l o w .  A l m o s t  a l l  r e p o r t s  on t h e  s t a t e
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o f  t h e  b e t w e e n  d e c k s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t e n c h  f r o m  t h e
4 3c r o w d  o f  men was  m o s t  o f f e n s i v e  a n d  i t  was  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r
o n e  t o  h o l d  o n e ' s  h e a d  o v e r  t h e  h a t c h  one  m i n u t e  w i t h o u t  
4 4v o m i t  i n  g ,
The B r i t i s h  C h a r g e  d ' A f f a i r e s  a t  L i s b o n ,  W i l l i a m
D o r i a ,  h a d  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  m i s e r a b l e  s t a t e  o f  C h i n e s e
l a b o u r e r s  on b o a r d  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  h a d  no r e s e m b l a n c e  t o
t h a t  o f  t h e  v o l u n t a r y  t r a n s p o r t  o f  e m i g r a n t s ,  b u t
p o s s e s s e d  a l l  o f  t h e  c r u e l  f e a t u r e s  w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r i z e d
45t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e  i n  i t s  w o r s t  p h a s e s .
The f i t t i n g s  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  i n c l u d e d  i r o n
g r a t i n g s  a n d  b a r r i c a d e s .  I r o n  g r a t i n g s  w e r e  f i t t e d  r o u n d
46 4 7t h e  h a t c h e s  a n d  b o l t e d  t o  t h e  c o a m i n g s ,  a n d  i n  t h e
c e n t r e  o f  t h e  g r a t i n g s  t h e r e  was  a c i r c u l a r  o p e n i n g ,  a n d
t h r o u g h  t h i s ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  came o u t  f r o m  t h e  
4 8b e t w e e n - d e c k s „ The  s h i p  Don J u a n  h a d  t h r e e  h a t c h e s  a n d
a l l  w e r e  c l o s e d  by  i r o n  g r a t i n g s .  The f o r e  a n d  a f t
h a t c h e s  w e r e  e a c h  a b o u t  s i x  f e e t  s q u a r e  a n d  t h e  m a m -
49h a t c h  was a l i t t l e  l a r g e r .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  F a t c h o y ,
i r o n  g r a t i n g s  w e r e  f i t t e d  n o t  o n l y  on t h e  h a t c h e s ,  b u t
a l s o  i n  t h e  b e t w e e n  d e c k s , T h e  i r o n  b a r r i c a d e  was
b u i l t  f r o m  r a i l  t o  r a i l  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p o o p ^  o r  a b a f t  
5 2t h e  m a i n  m a s t  a n d  was  n o r m a l l y  t e n  f e e t  h i g h  a n d  t h i c k
5 3e n o u g h  t o  s t o p  a b u l l e t .  T h e r e  w e r e  t wo  g a t e s  i n  t h e  
b a r r i c a d e ,  one  on  t h e  s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  on t h e  
p o r t  s i d e .  Two s e n t r i e s ,  w i t h  f i x e d  b a y o n e t s ,  g u a r d e d  
t h e s e  g a t e s  a n d  t wo  c a n n o n ,  i n s i d e  t h e  g a t e s ,  w e r e  p l a c e d  
t o  r a k e  t h e  ma i n  d e c k s ,  A b a f t  t h e  b a r r i c a d e  s l e p t  t h e  
c a p t a i n  a n d  t h e  c r e w , ^
T h e s e  f i t t i n g s  a l l  w e r e  d o n e  i n  Hong K o n g , ^  t h o u g h  
t h e  Hong Kong O r d i n a n c e  No,  1 o f  1862 f o r b a d e  C h i n e s e
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passenger ships to be fitted with gratings and barricades
Evidence showed that they were made in Hong Kong, put in
the hold during the time of inspection, carried to sea and
fitted elsewhere or sent to Macao in coasting steamers and 
5 7junks. A Hong Kong newspaper reported that two Spanish
steamers, the Bueno Ventura and Yrurae Bat, one after
another, had been fitted out in Hong Kong, and left for
5 8Macao for the conveyance of Chinese labourers. The 
Harbour-Master of Hong Kong, H.G. Thomsett, said that 
fittings were made in pieces of iron framework, the height 
of the be tween-decks, and from seven to nine feet in width; 
they were fitted at their top and bottom with nuts and 
screw bolts to admit of their being readily put up and 
taken down.^
In answer to the criticism that the residents of Hong 
Kong profited by the Chinese emigration business at 
Macao,^ the Governor of Hong Kong, Arthur Kennedy, in 
his letter to the Earl of Kimberley, admitted that fittings 
for Chinese emigrant ships were made in Hong Kong, but 
explained that actual fittings were made by Chinese 
artisans. Chinese blacksmiths and carpenters, he 
continued, took measurements and executed this work 
without infringing the law of Hong Kong, and the Harbour 
Master was left without adequate means to prevent 
barricades from being made.^ To prevent the inhabitants 
of Hong Kong participating in the Macao emigration 
business and Hong Kong being the base of operation of 
those who lived on the profits accruing from the sale and 
purchase of Chinese labourers, the Hong Kong government 
issued Ordinance No, 5 of 1873 on May 6, 1873.^
Under the above-mentioned ordinance, no ship intended 
for the conveyance of Chinese emigrants to be embarked
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f r o m any p o r t  o r  p l a c e  o u t  o f  Hong Kong c o u l d  be  b u i l t ,  
e q u i p p e d  a n d  f i t t e d  o u t  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  Hong Kong 
a n d  no s u c h  s h i p  c o u l d  c l e a r  o u t  o r  p r o c e e d  t o  s e a  f r o m  
Hong Kong u n l e s s  t h e  m a s t e r  o f  s u c h  s h i p  o b t a i n e d  a l i c e n c e  
f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  Hong Kong .  M o r e o v e r ,  a l i c e n c e  f r o m 
t h e  G o v e r n o r  was  r e q u i r e d  by  a n y  p e r s o n  who:
a .  B u i l d s ,  a l t e r s  o r  r e p a i r s ,  o r  a g r e e s  t o  b u i l d ,  
a l t e r  o r  r e p a i r ,  o r  c a u s e s  t o  be  b u i l t ,  
a l t e r e d ,  o r  r e p a i r e d ,  any  s h i p ,  w i t h  i n t e n t
o r  k n o w l e d g e ,  o r  h a v i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  c a u s e  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s ame s h a l l  o r  w i l l  be  
e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  C h i n e s e  
e m i g r a n t s  t o  be  e m b a r k e d  a t  a ny  p o r t  o r  p l a c e  
o u t  o f  Hong Kong;  o r
b .  F i t s  o u t ,  m a n s ,  n a v i g a t e s ,  e q u i p s ,  u s e s ,  l e t s  
o r  t a k e s  on f r e i g h t ,  o r  h i r e  a n y  s h i p ,  o r  
c o mma n d s ,  o r  s e r v e s  on b o a r d  a n y  s h i p ,  w i t h  
i n t e n t  o r  k n o w l e d g e ,  o r  h a v i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  
c a u s e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s ame s h a l l  o r  w i l l  
be  e m p l o y e d  i n  m a n n e r  a f o r e s a i d ;  o r
c .  D e s p a t c h e s ,  o r  c a u s e s  o r  a l l o w s  t o  be  
d e s p a t c h e d ,  a n y  s h i p ,  w i t h  i n t e n t  o r  
k n o w l e d g e ,  o r  h a v i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  c a u s e  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s ame  s h a l l  o r  w i l l  be  
e m p l o y e d  i n  m a n n e r  a f o r e s a i d ;  o r
d< H o l d s  o r  t a k e s  a ny  s h a r e  o r  i n t e r e s t  i n ,  o r  
ma k e s  any  a d v a n c e s  o f  money  t o  a n y  s h i p ,  o r  
b e c o m e s  s e c u r i t y  f o r  s u c h  a d v a n c e s ,  w i t h  
i n t e n t  o r  k n o w l e d g e ,  o r  h a v i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  
c a u s e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s ame  s h a l l  o r  w i l l  
be  e m p l o y e d  i n  m a n n e r  a f o r e s a i d ;  o r
e .  D e s p a t c h e s  o r  c a u s e s  o r  a l l o w s  t o  be
d e s p a t c h e d ,  o r  commands  o r  s e r v e s  on b o a r d  
any  s h i p  c a r r y i n g  C h i n e s e  p a s s e n g e r s ,  w i t h  
t h e  i n t e n t  o r  k n o w l e d g e , O r  h a v i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  
c a u s e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s u c h  p a s s e n g e r s  a r e  
b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o r  i n t e n d e d  t o  be  c a r r i e d  t o  
a n y  p o r t  o r  p l a c e  o u t  o f  Hong Kong f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  b e i n g  c o n v e y e d  t h e r e f r o m  as  
e m i g r a n t s  i n  t h e  s ame  o r  any  o t h e r  s h i p ;  o r
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f. Being the master of a Chinese emigrant ship, 
clears out and proceeds to sea in such ship.
After this Ordinance was confirmed by the British
6 3Government in June, 1873, six Peruvian, one Italian, and
one Belgian ship were driven from Hong Kong; but they
soon found refuge at Whampoa, the anchorage of the Pearl
6 4River, twelve miles from Canton, and sought the Hong
Kong and Whampoa Dock Company for fittings. ^  A
proclamation prohibiting ships engaged for carrying
Chinese labourers to come to Whampoa was promptly issued
6 6by the Viceroy of Kwangtung and Kwangsi, Jui-lin.
Following the action taken by the Chinese government,
the Portuguese government announced a proclamation with
regard to the prohibition of Chinese emigration from
7Macao after March 27, 1874. On December 29, 1873, the
British Minister at Lisbon, Sir C.A. Murray, was informed 
by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Joao De 
Andrade Corvo, that the Portuguese government had 
determined to put an end to the Chinese emigration 
carried on, under contract, through the port of Macao, 
and had directed that all the provisions and regulations 
which were in force in Hong Kong, with reference to
6 8Chinese emigrants, were likewise to be adopted at Macao.
These governments' actions officially marked the end 
of the Chinese emigration trade, but this business was 
continued under the name of free immigration, as already 
mentioned.
4. Ship's Officers
The people who took care of emigration ships during 
the voyage were ship's officers, including master, surgeon,
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c a r p e n t e r ,  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  w a t c h m e n ,  m a t e s ,  s a i l o r s ,  
c o r p o r a l s ,  c o o k s  a n d  b a r b e r s ,  B r i t i s h  c o n v i c t  s h i p s  
g e n e r a l l y  c a r r i e d  t h r e e  o f f i c e r s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m a s t e r ,  
a n d  a few h a d  a f o u r t h  m a t e  a s  w e l l .  The  c a r p e n t e r  was  
r e g a r d e d  as  mor e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  b o a t s w a i n .  He was 
u s u a l l y  l i s t e d  a h e a d  o f  t h e  b o a t s w a i n  i n  t h e  m u s t e r  a n d  i n  
many i n s t a n c e s  he  h a d  a m a t e ,  w h e r e a s  h a r d l y  a n y  s h i p  
c a r r i e d  a b o a t s w a i n ' s  m a t e .  A n u m b e r  o f  s h i p s  c a r r i e d  a 
s a i l m a k e r ,  b u t  f e w e r  h a d  a c a u l k e r ,  an  a r m o u r e r  o r  j o i n e r .  
N o r m a l l y  a v e s s e l  o f  f i v e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y - s e v e n  t o n s  
was  o p e r a t e d  by  a c r e w  o f  f o r t y  men c o m p r i s i n g  a m a s t e r  
a n d  f o u r  m a t e s ,  t wo  q u a r t e r  m a s t e r s ,  a c a r p e n t e r ,  a 
c a r p e n t e r ' s  m a t e ,  a b o a t s w a i n ,  t wo  b o a t s w a i n ' s  m a t e s ,  a 
c o o k ,  a s t e w a r d ,  a s a i l m a k e r ,  an a r m o u r e r ,  a n d  a 
m i d s h i p m a n ,  w i t h  t h i r t e e n  a b l e  s e a m e n ,  s i x  o r d i n a r y  
s e a m e n ,  a n d  f o u r  a p p r e n t i c e s  . ^
The  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f f i c e r  on t h e  I n d i a n  c o o l i e  s h i p
was  n o t  t h e  m a s t e r ,  b u t  t h e  s u r g e o n .  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h
t h e  T r i n i d a d  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e  s u r g e o n  was
t o  w a t c h  o v e r  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  m a s t e r  a n d  o f f i c e r s  o f
t h e  s h i p  i n  a l l  t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  e m i g r a n t s .  The t h i r d
m a t e  o f  an I n d i a n  c o o l i e  s h i p  d i d  no d e c k  w o r k ,  a n d  was
r e a l l y  a p u r s e r  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  e m i g r a n t s '  s t o r e s .
A n o t h e r  man o f  t h e  s h i p  who was  u n d e r  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e
s u r g e o n  was  t h e  e n g i n e e r ,  who h a d  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  c o n d e n s e r .
He n o t  o n l y  h a d  t o  c o n d e n s e  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  w a t e r
r e q u i r e d ,  b u t  h a d  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  s t e a m  f o r  c o o k i n g .  The
k e y  men b e t w e e n  t h e  l a b o u r e r s  a n d  t h e  s u r g e o n  w e r e  t wo
c o m p o u n d e r s .  U n d e r  c o m p o u n d e r s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a n u m b e r  o f
s i r d a r s  t o  e v e r y  one  h u n d r e d  l a b o u r e r s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o
t o p a g e s ,  c o mmo n l y  c a l l e d  s w e e p e r s ,  who t o o k  c h a r g e  o f  t h e
2
c l e a n i n g  o f  t h e  l a b o u r e r s '  q u a r t e r s .
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From t h e  r e p o r t  on t h r e e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  s h i p s  a t
Amoy e x a m i n e d  by  t h e  B r i t i s h  Navy on D e c e m b e r  1 8 ,  1 8 5 2 ,  t h e
n u m b e r  o f  men on t h e s e s h i p s 3was  as  f o 1 l o w s :
Name o f  V e s s e l  T o n n a g e P as  s e  nge  r No „ o f No o o f
Sp a c e C h i n e s e Men
( s q u a r e A l l o w e d
f  e e t ) t o  be
C o n v e y e d
S i r  Thomas  G r e s h a m 594 2 , 9 9 0 199 21
Co l u mb u s 467 2 , 5 7 9 171 19
S p a r t  an 364 2 , 3 0 0 153 17
I n  1873  a r e t u r n o f  t e n e m i g r a n t  s h i p s m  Hong Kong
b o u n d  f o r  P e r u  s h o w e d t h e  n u m b e r  o f  men on b o a r d  w e r e :
Name o f  V e s s e l T o n n a g e No.  o f Men
Arne r l c a 1 , 5 6 2 36
C a m i l l e 843 32
Hong Kong 458 23
L o l a 904 35
L u i s a  C a n e v a r o 1 , 0 4 3 33
P r o v i d e n  c i a 574 24
R o s a l i a 616 29
San  J u a n 1 , 4 6 6 36
Di o s  e u r e n 340 9
Le o n o r e 224 12
The n u m b e r  o f  men on b o a r d  a v e s s e l  o f  s i x  h u n d r e d  
t o n s  r e q u i r e d  by  t h e  B r i t i s h  P a s s e n g e r  Ac t  was  t w e n t y - s i x . ^  
No a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e  t e l l s  us  how t h e s e  men w e r e  o r g a n i z e d , ,  
T h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was  m o s t  p r o b a b l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  on 
t h e  B r i t i s h  c o n v i c t  s h i p s  a n d  t h e  I n d i a n  c o o l i e  s h i p s ,
Bu t  i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  m a s t e r  t h e r e  w e r e  
a l s o  d o c t o r s ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s  a n d  w a t c h m e n  on  b o a r d  C h i n e s e  
e m i g r a n t  s h i p s ,  A d o c t o r  was  r e q u i r e d  by a l l  r e g u l a t i o n s  
i s s u e d  b y  v a r i o u s  g o v e r n m e n t s ;  h i s  d u t i e s  w i l l  be  d e t a i l e d  
i n  C h a p t e r  V I I ,  1 ,  M e d i c a l  C a r e  a n d  M o r t a l i t y ,
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As t o  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  P a s s e n g e r s  
Ac t  o f  1 8 5 5 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  f ew i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  any  p e r s o n  
who c o u l d  s t a t e  t h e i r  w a n t s  a n d  e x p l a i n  t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e s  
was  t o  be  f o u n d  on b o a r d  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  0 The 
C h i n e s e  P a s s e n g e r s  Ac t  o f  1855 r e q u i r e d  e a c h  s h i p  t o  h a v e  
on b o a r d  o n e  i n t e r p r e t e r  a p p r o v e d  by  an  E m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e r ,  
b u t  t h e  f o o t n o t e  o f  S c h e d u l e  ( B ) ,  t h e  E m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c e r ' s  
C e r t i f i c a t e  i n  t h e  a b o v e  a c t ,  r e a d s :
I n  c a s e  t h e  s h i p  h a s  b e e n  a u t h o r i s e d  t o  p r o c e e d  
w i t h o u t  an i n t e r p r e t e r ,  o m i t  t h e  p a r t  b e t w e e n  
b r a c k e t s ,  a n d  a d d ,  ' a n d  t h a t  t h e  s h i p  h a s  b e e n  
a u t h o r i s e d  t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h o u t  an i n t e r p r e t e r ' . ^
T h i s  o f f e r e d  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p  a c h a n c e  t o  s e e k  an 
e x c u s e  f o r  n o t  c a r r y i n g  an i n t e r p r e t e r .
N i n e t e e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  
p r o c l a i m e d  t h a t  a l l  v e s s e l s  d e s t i n e d  t o  c a r r y  A s i a t i c  
p a s s e n g e r s  w e r e  t o  e m p l o y  i n t e r p e t e r s  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
d i a l e c t s  o f  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  on b o a r d ,  a n d  t h e  s a i d  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  w e r e  t o  be  a p p r o v e d  o f  by  t h e  P r o c u r a d o r  o f
g
C h i n e s e  A f f a i r s .  To w h a t  e x t e n t  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  was  
c a r r i e d  o u t  i s  u n k n o w n .
U n l i k e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,
9
n e a r l y  a l l  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  c a r r i e d  w a t c h m e n .  I n  
t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  1874  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d ,  a 
g u a r d  on b o a r d  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  
was  r e q u i r e d . ^^ I n  g e n e r a l ,  a C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p  h a d  
s i x  o r  s e v e n  w a t c h m e n  on b o a r d  t o  k e e p  o r d e r  among t h e  
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s . ^
In  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  Don J u a n , t h e r e  w e r e  t w e l v e  
w a t c h m e n  on b o a r d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  o n e  o f  
t h e  w a t c h m e n ,  A l b e r t  H e c k e r ,  t h e i r  d u t i e s  w e r e  t o  w a t c h  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t wo p l a c e s :  t h e  f o r e - h a t c h  was  a l w a y s  o p e n ,
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a n d  was  g u a r d e d  a b o v e  by  t wo w a t c h m e n ,  a t h i r d  s t o o d  a t  t h e
l a d d e r  b e l o w ,  w h i l e  a f o u r t h  w a t c h m a n  w a l k e d  among t h e
C h i n e s e .  A b a f t  t h e  b a r r i e r  on t h e  u p p e r - d e c k ,  t h e
E u r o p e a n s  s l e p t , ,  T h e r e  w e r e  a l w a y s  t wo  s e n t r i e s ,  w i t h
1 2f i x e d  b a y o n e t s ,  g u a r d i n g  t wo  d o o r s  o f  t h e  b a r r i e r ,  The
Don J u a n  h a d  a c r e w  o f  f o r t y - s e v e n  E u r o p e a n s  a n d  one
C h i n e s e .  A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  w a t c h m e n ,  o t h e r  c r e w m e n t i o n e d
w e r e  m a s t e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  m a t e s ,  i n t e r p r e t e r ,
1 3c a r p e n t e r ,  b o a t s w a i n ,  s t o r e m a n  a n d  C h i n e s e  d o c t o r ,
He a dme n  ( c o r p o r a l s ) ,  c o o k s  a n d  b a r b e r s  w e r e  c h o s e n
f r o m  among t h e  C h i n e s e  f o r  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t h e i r  p e o p l e ,
f o r  w a s h i n g  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  a n d  b e d d i n g ,  f o r  c l e a n i n g  t h e
1 4d e c k s  a n d  c o o k i n g  f o o d ,  t e a  a n d  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s ,  e t c .
The f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t s  w e r e  some e x a m p l e s :
a .  E v i d e n c e  g i v e n  by  Andr e w S h o r t r e d e  b e f o r e  t h e  S e l e c t  
C o m m i t t e e  on A s i a t i c  L a b o u r ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  o f  
New S o u t h  Wa l e s  :
The  C h i n e s e  a r e  v e r y  s y s t e m a t i c  i n  t h e i r  
a r r a n g e m e n t s .  T h u s ,  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  t w e n t y  
o r  t h i r t y  C h i n e s e  on b o a r d  a s h i p ,  o r  
a n y w h e r e  e l s e ,  t h e y  w o u l d  s e l e c t  a h e a d m a n ,  
a c o o k ,  a n d  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  
d u t i e s . 1 5
b ,  S t a t e m e n t s  o f  Chan  A S m ,  a C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r ,  a n d  
A l b e r t  H e c k e r ,  a w a t c h m a n ,  b o t h  on b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  Don 
J u a n  ( w i t h  650  C h i n e s e )  : ^
Chan A S m :
T w e n t y  men w e r e  p i c k e d  up f o r  c o o k s .
T h o s e  who c o u l d  s p e a k  t wo l a n g u a g e s  
[ C a n t o n e s e  a n d  F u k i e n e s e ]  w e r e  s e l e c t e d .
Ten men w e r e  a l s o  s e l e c t e d  as  c o r p o r a l s , ^
1 70
Albert Hecker:
The privileged were twenty corporals, 
fourteen cooks, and six barbers The 
barbers and cooks were not allowed on g^ 
deck at night, but the corporals were.
c. Report of Guillermo Garcia y Garcia, Peruvian Captain 
commanding a number of Chinese emigrant ships from 
Macao to Peru before 1873:
The mass of them [Chinese emigrants] is 
divided into platoons of fifty men each, 
and each platoon into squads of ten. For 
each platoon a sergeant is named who is 
paid four pesos at the departure from 
Macao and four pesos on arrival in Peru..
For each squad is named a corporal charged 
with caring for the food and cleaning the 
utensils, a laundryman and a tailor. To 
command the entire expedition, a superior 
chief is named, to whom is lent every 
class of aid and considerations. Ten or a 
dozen men are appointed as cooks with 
three pesos each, ten or fifteen as 
stewards with two pesos each, and thirty 
or forty as sailors who aid the crew in 
good weather and only in work on deck.
d. Description from a Chinese novel, The Golden World.
It is mentioned that forty corporals were selected 
from among one thousand five hundred and seventy-
2 0three Chinese on board a ship from Macao to Peru.
From the above four sources, the numbers of Chinese 
to a corporal or a cook were as follows:
C H I
TAIWAN
PHILIPPINES
B O R N E O
SI SOLOMON 
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M e n t i o n e d  by z o o Hi
4-1OCz No.  o f N o . o f No.  o f
C h i n e s e C o r p o r a l s C h i n e s e Cooks C h i n e s e
on t o  a t o  a
B o a r d C o r p o r a l Cook
Sh o r t  r e  de 2 0 - 3 0 2 0 - 3 0
Chan A S m 650 10 65 20 32 . 5
H e c k e r 650 20 3 2 . 5 14 5 3 . 5
G a r c i a 10 1 0 - 1 2
The G o l d e n
Wo r l d 1 , 5 7 3 40 3 9 . 3 2 5
The n u m b e r  o f  c o r p o r a l s  a n d  c o o k s  on t h e  s h i p  Don J u a n  
r e p o r t e d  by  Chan A S i n  a n d  A l b e r t  H e c k e r  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  
b o t h  w e r e  a l s o  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h o s e  on o t h e r  s h i p s .  I n  
G a r c i a ' s  r e p o r t ,  a p a r t  f r o m  t e n  o r  a d o z e n  c o o k s ,  t h e r e  
w e r e  a l s o  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  s t e w a r d s .  I t  s e e ms  t h a t  t h e  
n u m b e r s  o f  o f f i c e r s  a n d  o f  c o r p o r a l s ,  c o o k s ,  b a r b e r s ,  e t c .  
on e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  f o l l o w e d  no r u l e ,  b u t  w e r e  d e c i d e d  by  
i n d i v i d u a l  s h i p s  .
5.  The  Voya ge
T h e r e  w e r e  t wo ways  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  e n t e r i n g  
A u s t r a l i a n  w a t e r s :  by  way o f  t h e  C o r a l  S e a  i f  f r o m  t h e
e a s t ,  a n d  by  way o f  Ca p e  L e e u w m  i f  f r o m  t h e  wes t . ' * '  The  
f o l l o w i n g  w e r e  t h e i r  r o u t e s :  ( s e e  Map,  No.  2 ) ,
a .  V i a  M a n i l a ,  p a s s i n g  Ambon S t r a i t  a n d  T o r r e s  
S t r a i t  t o  S y d n e y .  T h i s  was  u s e d  by  m o s t  e m i g r a n t
s h i p s  f r o m  C h i n a  t o  S y d n e y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e :  t h e
2 3 4 5L o n d o n , C a d e t , G a z e l l e , a n d  G a n g e s .
b .  V i a  M a n i l a ,  p a s s i n g  M a k a s s a r  S t r a i t  a n d  Lombok
S t r a i t  ( B a l i ) ,  t h e n  r o u n d  Cape  L e e u w m  t o
M e l b o u r n e  a n d  S y d n e y .  The  f i r s t  c a r g o  b o a t
A d e l a i d e  f r o m  C h i n a  a r r i v i n g  a t  G e e l o n g  f o l l o w e d
t h i s  r o u t e .  The G e n e r a l  P a l m e r ,  t h e  m o s t
7
c r i t i c i z e d  s h i p ,  t o o k  t h i s  r o u t e ,  t o o ,
1 7 2
c- V i a  S i n g a p o r e  a n d  S u n d a  S t r a i t ,  t h e n  r o u n d  Cape  
L e e u w m  t o  A d e l a i d e ,  M e l b o u r n e  and  S y d n e y ,
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  f r o m S i n g a p o r e  t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  
e x c e p t  t h o s e  t o  D a r w i n ,  w e r e  s h i p p e d  a l o n g  t h i s
g
r o u t e  The s h i p  S p a r t a n  c a l l e d  a t  S i n g a p o r e
a f t e r  a n o t  o c c u r r e d  a n d  t h e n  t o o k  t h i s  r o u t e  t o  
9
A u s t r a l i a -  The m a i l  s e r v i c e  s h i p  Chus  an o f  t h e  
P e n i n s u l a r  a nd  O r i e n t a l  S t e a m  N a v i g a t i o n  Company 
c h o s e  t h i s  r o u t e ,  t o o , ^
d.  V i a  S i n g a p o r e ,  t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e n  r o u n d  
Cape  Yo r k  t o  S y d n e y  The  s h i p  Duke o f  R o x b u r g h  
c a r r y i n g  t wo  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - f i v e  C h i n e s e  
l a b o u r e r s  t o  M o r e t o n  Bay p l i e d  t h i s  r o u t e  - ^  
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  b r o u g h t  t o  D a r w i n  f r om 
S i n g a p o r e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  s ame c o u r s e ,  t o o .
1 2f .  V i a  t h e  e a s t  o f  New G u i n e a  t o  S y d n e y  The
f i r s t  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  s h i p  N i m r o d  c a r r y i n g  one
h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y  C h i n e s e  b e a t  down f r o m Amoy 
1 3by t h i s  r o u t e .  T h i s  r o u t e  was  u s e d  by t h e
14 15L o r d  M a c a u l a y  i n  1 8 6 3 ,  T h e r m o p y l a e  a n d
1 I V
S e r i c a  i n  1 8 6 9 ,  a n d  Nor man  C o u r t  i n  1 8 7 0 .  
E m i g r a n t  s h i p s  s a i l e d  f r o m  C h i n a  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  and
1 8P e r u  n o r m a l l y  by  way o f  Yokohama  o r  Yokoha ma  and  H a w a i i .
T h o s e  t o  t h e  We s t  I n d i e s  p r o c e e d e d  v i a  Cape  H o r n ,  t h e
Cape  o f  Good H o p e ,  a n d  I s t h m u s  o f  Pa na ma  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e
d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  p a s s i n g  Cape  Hor n  a nd  t h e  c o s t  o f  p a s s a g e
b e i n g  d o u b l e d ,  m o s t  e m i g r a n t  v e s s e l s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  t a k e  t h e
19r o u t e  v i a  t h e  Cape  o f  Good Ho p e .  The F a t  ch oy l e f t
Ma c a o  on A u g u s t  2 6 ,  1 8 7 2 ,  p a s s e d  A n j e r , M a u r i t i u s ,  t h e
19aCa p e  o f  Good H o p e ,  a n d  r e a c h e d  H a v a n a  m  D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 7 2 .  
( S e e  Map N o , 3) ,
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The l e n g t h  o f  p a s s a g e  o f  a s a i l i n g  s h i p  i n  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i s  h a r d  t o  e s t i m a t e .  I t  d e p e n d e d  on t h e  
wi n d  and  t h e  c u r r e n t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  w h i l e  t h e  s h i p  was  
s a i l i n g ,  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s h i p ,  a n d  t h e  
r o u t e  c h o s e n  by t h e  s h i p .  I n  t h e  C h i n a  S e a ,  a s a i l i n g  
b o a t  w e n t  a l m o s t  t w i c e  as  q u i c k l y  when t h e  n o r t h - w e s t e r l y  
w i n d  b l e w  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  m o n s o o n  s e a s o n  as  i n  o t h e r  
s e a s o n s .
From C h i n a  t o  A u s t r a l i a  as  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e ,  f i v e  
r o u t e s  a t  l e a s t  w e r e  t a k e n  by  t h e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s .  The 
s h i p s  t o o k  v a r y i n g  t i m e s  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  p l y i n g  t h e  same 
r o u t e .
a .  V i a  M a n i l a  a n d  T o r r e s  S t r a i t  t o  Sy d n e y *
L o n d o n ,  n i n e t y  d a y s  ( N o v e mb e r  25 , 1 8 4 8 - F e b r u a r y
2 02 2 ,  1 8 4 9 ) .
R o s e t t a  J  o s e p h , e i g h t y - f o u r  d a y s  ( N o v e mb e r  24 ,
1 8 4 8 - Feb r u a r y  15 , 1 8 4 9 ) . 2 ^
b .  V i a  M a n i l a ,  B a l i  a n d  Cape  L e e u w i n  t o  S y d n e y .
T i t a n i a , one  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t e e n  d a y s  ( A u g u s t
14 ,  1 8 4 8 - D e c e m b e r  8,  1 8 4 8 ) , 22
G i r a f f e , one  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o u r  d a y s  ( D e c e m b e r  12 ,
1 8 4 8 - M a r c h  25 , 1849 )  . 23
c .  V i a  S i n g a p o r e  a n d  S u n d a  S t r a i t  t o  M e l b o u r n e -
M a r m i o n , s e v e n t y - s i x  d a y s  ( J a n u a r y  10 ,  1 8 4 9 -
Ma r c h  2 6 ,  1849 )  . 24
G e n e r a l  P a l m e r , e i g h t y  d a y s  ( J a n u a r y  1,
1 8 5 3 - M a r c h  21 , 185 3) . 25
d.  V i a  S i n g a p o r e  a n d  T o r r e s  S t r a i t  t o  Sy d n e y *
Duke o f  R o x b u r g h , n i n e t y - o n e  d a y s  ( N o v e mb e r  8,
1 8 5 0 - F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 8 5 1 ) . 2 *^
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e. Via the east of New Guinea.
Nimrod, eighty-eight days (July 7, 1848-Oetober 2, 
2 71848).
The quickest run from Amoy to Melbourne was fifty-nine
days made by the Royal Saxon between November 29, 1852, and
2 8January 26 , 1853. In 1869 the clipper Thermopy1a e ,
famous for her speed, made a new record of twenty-eight
2 9days between Newcastle, New South Wales, and Shanghai.
The average length of passage of ships from the China Sea
recorded by Sydney authorities in 1852 was eighty-five 
30days. According to the proclamations issued by Governors
31 32of Hong Kong, Samuel George Bonham and John Bowring 
in 1853 and 1856 respectively, the passage from Hong Kong 
to various places in Australia for a ship propelled by 
sails w a s :
Names of Places
Sydney, Melbourne, or 
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania
Length of voyages from China to
Names of PI aces
0 ct obe r
t 0 March September
60 days 80 days
45 days 60 days
65 days 80 days
other places 
33? s were:
October Ap r 1 1 to
t 0 March September
California, or west coast of
America, North of Equator 
West coast of America, South
100 days 75 days
of Equator 120 days 120 days
Sandwich Islands 75 days 56 days
Man i 1 a 20 days 20 days
1867
FROM: N.B. DENNYS, ED., THE TREATY PORTS OF CHINA AND JAPAN 
( LONDON, 1867 J, APPENDIX.
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N ame s o f  P l a c e s O c t o b e r  
t o  Ma r c h
A p r i l  t o  
S e p t e m b e r
S i n g a p o r e  
J a v a
Cape  o f  Good Hope
We s t  I n d i e s ,  E a s t  C o a s t  o f  
Ame r i c  a 147 d a y s
20 d a y s  
30 d a y s  
65 d a y s
168 d a y s
45 d a y s  
60 d a y s  
85 d a y s
I n  1865 a s t a t e m e n t  on t h i r t e e n  v e s s e l s  a r r i v i n g  i n  
P e r u  f r o m  Macao  s u b m i t t e d  by J o h n  B a r t o n ,  B r i t i s h  A c t i n g  
C o n s u l - G e n e r a l  a t  L i m a ,  s h o ws  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  l e n g t h  o f  
p a s s a g e  o f  t h e s e  v e s s e l s  was  one  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y  d a y s  
a n d  t h e  q u i c k e s t  r e c o r d  was  made  by  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  s h i p  
M a r i a  P i a  o f  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  s e v e n t y - f o u r  t o n s  a t  
e i g h t y - o n e  d a y s . ^
6.  L i f e  A b o a r d  E m i g r a t i o n  S h i p s
A p a r t  f r o m  s l e e p i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  c l o t h i n g ,  b e d d i n g ,  
f o o d ,  w a t e r  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  w e r e  a l l  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t s  o f  
l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  on b o a r d  e m i g r a t i o n  s h i p s .
The  c l o t h i n g  f o r  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  f o r  t h e  v o y a g e  was
p o o r  i n  q u a l i t y  a n d  i n s u f f i c i e n t  i n  q u a n t i t y 3  ^ Some
l a b o u r e r s  s h i p p e d  a t  Amoy w e r e  n a k e d  t o  t h e  w a i s t  a n d
2
f o u n d  o n l y  w i t h  t r o u s e r s .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  e a c h  l a b o u r e r  h a d
3a s u i t  o f  c l o t h e s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a n a n k e e n  j a c k e t  a n d  a
4 5p a i r  o f  d u n g a r e e  t r o u s e r s ,  b u t  h a d  no u n d e r w e a r .  The 
v a l u e  o f  a s u i t  was  a b o u t  o n e  d o l l a r . ^  S o m e t i m e s  t h e y
7
w e r e  a l s o  g i v e n  a p a i r  o f  s h o e s  a n d  a b a mb o o  h a t .  A p a r t  
f r o m  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  h i m s e l f  
o f t e n  c a r r i e d  a l i t t l e  c a s e  o f  c h o p s t i c k s  on h i s  b e l t  a n d
g
a s m a l l  p i e c e  o f  m u s l i n  t o w e l  r o u n d  h i s  n e c k .
B e t w e e n  1852 a n d  1854  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  f r o m  Amoy a n d
9
Ma c a o  r e c e i v e d  t wo s u i t s  o f  c l o t h e s  f r o m  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s .
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But  t h e s e  t wo  s u i t s  as  an a d v a n c e ,  a n d  v a l u e d  a t  t wo  a nd
h a l f  d o l l a r s ,  w o u l d  be  d e d u c t e d  f r o m t h e i r  s a l a r y  when t h e y
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n . ^  A f t e r  1860 t h e  s u i t s  o f
c l o t h e s  f o r  a C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  i n c r e a s e d  t o  t h r e e ^  o r  
12f o u r ,  a m o u n t i n g  t o  f o u r  d o l l a r s ,  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l
r e q u i r e d  t o  r e p a y  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  by  me a n s  o f  m o n t h l y
d e d u c t i o n  a f t e r  d e b a r k a t i o n .  I n  1 8 6 7 a c o n t r a c t  r e c o r d e d
t h a t  a C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  s h i p p e d  a t  Macao  was  s u p p l i e d  w i t h
t h r e e  s u i t s  o f  c l o t h e s  a n d  o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  u t e n s i l s  
1 3g r a t i s .
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  b r o u g h t  t o  S y d n e y  f r o m  C h i n a  w e r e
s u p p l i e d  w i t h  t wo s u i t s  o f  b l u e  d u n g a r e e  f r o c k s  a n d
t r o u s e r s . T h e s e  t wo  s u i t s  o f  c l o t h e s  w e r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o
e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  c l i m a t e ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  when t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  s h i p s  c h o s e  t h e  w e s t e r l y
r o u t e ,  by  way o f  Cape  L e e u w i n  ; t h e  l a b o u r e r s  f r e q u e n t l y
1 4c o m p l a i n e d  o f  c o l d .
C h i n e  l a b o u r e r s  b r o u g h t  t o  P o r t  P h i l l i p  f r o m 
S i n g a p o r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t s ,  c o u l d  a l l o w  a 
s t o p p a g e  t o  b e  ma d e  f r o m  t h e i r  p a y  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e s :  a g r e a t  c o a t ,  a woollen s h i r t ,  a p a i r
o f  s t r o n g  t r o u s e r s ,  a j a c k e t  a n d  a p a i r  o f  b o o t s . ^  No 
a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e  t e l l s  u s  how many a r t i c l e s  on t h e  a b o v e  
l i s t  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  p u r c h a s e d  by a C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  f r o m  
S i n g a p o r e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  f r o m  S i n g a p o r e  
s h o u l d  h a v e  e n j o y e d  b e t t e r  c l o t h i n g  t h a n  t h o s e  f r o m  o t h e r  
p o r t  s i n  C h i n a ,
I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  b e d d i n g  f o r  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s
on b o a r d  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  i s  v a g u e .  C o n t r a c t s  f o r  t h e  We s t
I n d i e s  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  e a c h  l a b o u r e r  f r o m C a n t o n  was
16p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a c o v e r l e t . We do n o t  know o f  w h a t  k i n d
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o f  m a t e r i a l  t h e  c o v e r l e t  was m a d e ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Dr
H a n c e ' s R e p o r t ,  t h e  l a b o u r e r  f r o m  Macao  o n l y  c a r r i e d  a r o l l
1 7o f  m a t t i n g  t o  s e r v e  as  a b e d -  A s u r v i v i n g  l a b o u r e r  f r o m
t h e  f a t a l  s h i p  Don J u a n  s a i d  t h a t  he  was g i v e n  a ma t  a n d  a
1 8p i l l o w  when he  w e n t  on b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  I t  s e e ms  t h a t
t h e  b e d s  o f  t h e  l a b o u r e r s  s h i p p e d  a t  Macao w e r e  n o t h i n g  
mo r e  t h a n  t h e  t h i n g s  m e n t i o n e d .
The s i t u a t i o n  on s h i p s  b o u n d  f o r  A u s t r a l i a  f r o m  C h i n a
was  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  f o r  o t h e r  p l a c e s . When t h e  S e l e c t
C o m m i t t e e  on t h e  C h i n e s e  I m m i g r a t i o n  B i l l  o f  New S o u t h
Wa l e s  made i n q u i r i e s  a b o u t  C h i n e s e  i m m i g r a t i o n  i n  1 8 5 8 ,
b o t h  Ch i n  A t e a k ,  a C h i n e s e  m e r c h a n t ,  a n d  I s a a c  Aaron,  H e a l t h
O f f i c e r  o f  S y d n e y ,  g a v e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  a r r i v e d
19a t  S y d n e y  b r i n g i n g  no b l a n k e t ,  b u t  m a t s .  C h i n  A t e a k  a l s o
2 0s a i d  t h a t  t h e s e  m a t s  w e r e  made  o f  c o t t o n ,  A C h i n e s e
l a b o u r e r  f r o m  S i n g a p o r e  c o u l d  o b t a i n  an  a d v a n c e  t o  p u r c h a s e
2 1a p a i r  o f  b l a n k e t s .  Tho u g h  t h e  a d v a n c e  h a d  t o  be  p a i d  
b a c k  a f t e r  t h e y  a r r i v e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  i t  was  t h e  b e s t  
b e d d i n g  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  a l l  l a b o u r e r s  s h i p p e d  a t  C h i n e s e  
s e a p o r t s  h a d  e v e r  h a d .
A c t i n g  on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o b s e r v e d  a t  New S o u t h  Wa l e s  i n
2 2r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  P a s s e n g e r s  A c t ,  1 8 5 2 ,  t h e
G o v e r n o r  o f  Hong Kong ,  S a mu e l  G e o r g e  Bonham m  1853 i s s u e d
a d i e t a r y  s c a l e  f o r  a C h i n e s e  p a s s e n g e r  on b o a r d
2 3e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  as  f o l l o w s :
R i c e , 1H. l b  s > p e r  d i e m .
S a l t  p o r k ,
L a r d ,  s a l t e d  f a t ,
h l b  . d o
f r e s h  f a t , o r  o i l . h o z „ d o  ,
T o b a c c o h 0 z . d o  c
S a l t . l 0  z „ p e r  w e e k .
P e p p e r . l o z  . d o  o
V i n e g a r . % 0 Z o d o  ,
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Three weeks supply of biscuit is to be placed on 
board, to be issued at the rate of two lbs. a 
day only when the weather is too bad for cooking, 
or when required by the surgeon,, Peas or beans 
may be substituted for rice, and opium for 
tobacco, to the extent and m  the proportion to 
be fixed, by the surgeon. Half issues to be 
made to children under ten years of age. The 
issues in accordance with this scale are to be 
made daily, the first issue to be made on day of 
e mb ark at 1 on .
After the Chinese Passengers Act of 1855 was passed by
the British Parliament, the Governor of Hong Kong, John
Bowring, in accordance with this act, issued two
2 4 2 5proclamations on February 28 and August 20, 1855
respectively. Each of these proclamations contained a 
table of provisions for Chinese passengers. The two tables 
were almost the same, except that the scale of tea in the 
second proclamation was reduced from \ oz, to 1/3 oz„; but 
both of these proclamations differed from the one by 
Governor Bonham and only mentioned the following articles:
Rice. lh lbs. per diem.
Salted provisions -
Wholly pork; or 2/3 pork 
and 1/3 fish; or 1/3 pork,
1/3 beef, and 1/3 fish. % lb. per diem,
Salted vegetables or pickles. h lb. per diem.
In 1874 the Macao Government issued the following
2 6scale of daily rations for each Asiatic passenger:
Rice. 1% lbs per diem.
Salt pork meat; or 2/3 
pork, 1/3 fish; or 1/3
pork, 1/3 beef, 1/3 fish, % lb. per diem.
Preserved vegetables. % lb, per diem.
Articles actually supplied as reported by Joseph T, 
Crawford, British Consul General at Havana, according to 
the surgeons from the ships Kitty Simps on, Edwin Fox and
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T a s m a n i a  ( a l l  c a r r y i n g  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  f r o m  C h i n a )  w e r e
2 7r i c e ,  s a l t  f i s h  a n d  s a l t e d  v e g e t a b l e s ,  One o f  t h e  c r e w
f r o m  t h e  b u r n t  s h i p  Don J u a n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e i r  f o o d  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  r i c e ,  b e e f ,  a n d  v e g e t a b l e s ,  a n d  a b u f f a l o  was
k i l l e d  d a i l y . 28 A n o t h e r  l a b o u r e r  f r o m  t h e  s h i p  M a r i a  Luz
d e s c r i b e d  how he  was  o n l y  g i v e n  r i c e  a n d  p e a s  as  t h e  m a m
2 9f o o d ,  a n d  C h i n e s e  o n i o n  as  an  e x t r a  d i s h
30M e a l s  we r e  s e r v e d  t w i c e  a d a y  a t  n i n e  o ' c l o c k  a n d
f o u r  o ' c l o c k  r e s p e c t i v e l y  a n d  t h e  f o o d  was  c o o k e d  i n  a
3 1g a l l e y  on t h e  u p p e r  d e c k .  W h i l e  a d r um was  b e a t e n  and
32t h e  h a t c h e s  w e r e  o p e n e d ,  t h e  c o o k s  came down w i t h  r i c e
a n d  o t h e r  f o o d  i n  l a r g e  d i s h e s ,  e a c h  d i s h  c o n t a i n i n g  f o o d  
33f o r  t e n  men.  T h e r e  was  a l s o  a p l a c e  on t h e  s h i p  a r r a n g e d
34f o r  t h e  o p i u m s m o k e r s ,
The l a b o u r e r s  on b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  Don J u a n  w e r e
35s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  f o o d ,  b u t  t h e  J a p a n e s e  j u d g e
c o n c l u d e d ,  f r o m  t h e  e v i d e n c e  g i v e n  by  l a b o u r e r s  on b o a r d
t h e  M a r i a  Lu z ,  t h a t  t h e  f o o d  f o r  l a b o u r e r s  p r o v i d e d  by  t h e
3 6ship 's a u t h o r i t y  was  i n s u f f i c i e n t  The B r i t i s h  C o n s u l  a t
C a n t o n ,  Adam W. E l m s l i e ,  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a b o u r e r s  
who a r r i v e d  a t  C a l i f o r n i a  f r o m  C h i n e s e  s e a p o r t s  o t h e r  t h a n
Hong Kong w e r e  i n  a s h o c k i n g  s t a t e  o f  f i l t h  a n d  l o a t h s o m e
— 3 7  
d i s e a s e  b e c a u s e  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  f o o d .
M o r e o v e r ,  p r o v i s i o n s  c a r r i e d  by  t h e  e m i g r a t i o n  s h i p s m
3 8t he  e a r l y  d a y s  a t  Amoy w e r e  s a l t e d  o r  c u r r i e d ,  a nd  l a t e r
t h i s  was  d o n e  a t  Hong Kong , N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  s a l t i n g
o r  c u r r y i n g ,  t h e  a r t i c l e s  s o o n  b e c a m e  p u t r i d ,  T h i s  was
40a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  w h i c h  b a d l y  h u r t  t h e  l a b o u r e r s '  h e a l t h .
The s c a l e s  o f  w a t e r  f o r  a l a b o u r e r  on b o a r d  an 
e m i g r a n t  s h i p  s e t  o u t  by  t h e  Hong Kong a n d  Macao  
a u t h o r i t i e s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s :
180
a. Hong Kong 41
Governor Bonham's Proclamation m  1853: one
gal Ion per diem.
Governor Bowring's Proclamations in 1855:
February:^  Three quarts (3/4 gallon) per diem. 
August:^ Three quarts (3/4 gallon) per diem.
b . Macao . .4 4Macao Passenger Regulations, 1874: Twelve
gallons per week.
It is strange that the requirements of water for a
labourer differed from one another as above mentioned. How
much water was actually given to a labourer a day is in
doubt, A newspaper in Honolulu reported that the Chinese
labourers on board the ship Dolores Ugarte were put upon
an allowance of less than a pint of water per diem. This
very insufficient quantity of water, the newspaper went on,
coupled with the crowded state of the hold, produced among
them intense thirst, and they eagerly thrust their dollars
through the gratings of the hatches in exchange for cups
of water which were given by the crew only in return for
45these equivalents. In the case of the Maria Luz, either
the labourers or ship's authority had admitted that water
46had been sold at one dollar a cup on the ship. So the
insufficient supply of water on the emigrant ship is 
certain,
47Two Chinese labourer ships, the Spartan and General 
4 8Palmer, on their way from China to Sydney suffered great
mortality because of shortage of water When Captain
Hutchinson H. Browne, Agent for Immigration, was summoned
by the Select Committee on the Chinese Immigration Bill to
give evidence, he proved the labourers saw little water
from the time they left Hong Kong till they reached 
49Sydney.
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I n  e a r l i e r  d a y s ,  w a t e r  was  c a r r i e d  i n  wo o d e n  c a s k s “ 
and  p u t  on d e c k . * ^  U n d e r  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e  f r e s h  w a t e r  
c o u l d  n o t  l a s t  l o n g  a n d  w o u l d  q u i c k l y  b e c o me  s t a l e .  Ve r y  
g r e a t  m o r t a l i t y  a n d  w i d e s p r e a d  d i s e a s e s  we r e  c a u s e d  by t h e  
b a d  w a t e r . ^
D u r i n g  t h e  v o y a g e ,  t h e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  a l l  c o n f i n e d  
5 3b e l o w  d e c k s .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  s h i p  Don J u a n , t h e r e
w e r e  t h r e e  h a t c h e s  on t h e  s h i p ,  t wo k e p t  l o c k e d ,  t h e  o t h e r
w a t c h e d  by  f o u r  g u a r d s ;  o n l y  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  p e r s o n s  l i k e
c o r p o r a l s ,  c o o k s  a n d  b a r b e r s  c o u l d  go up on d e c k ,  b u t  t h e
5 4c o o k s  a n d  b a r b e r s  w e r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  be  t h e r e  a t  n i g h t .
The l a b o u r e r s  came on d e c k  o n l y  when t h e y  w e r e  s i c k ^  o r
n e e d e d  t o  go t o  t h e  o p i u m s m o k i n g  r o o m , ^  b u t  t h e y  w e r e
5 7a l l o w e d  t o  come up o n l y  i n  s m a l l  p a r t i e s .
5 8The men i n  t h e  h o l d  s p e n t  t h e i r  t i m e  i n  g a m b l i n g ,
59o r  p l a y i n g  t h e i r  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s .  The  m o s t  p o p u l a r
6 0games  p l a y e d  on e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  w e r e  d o m i n o e s  a n d  c a r d s ,
f a n t a n  was  a l s o  p l a y e d ,  b u t  p r o h i b i t e d  on some s h i p s . ^ ^
The m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  u s e d ,  b e s i d e s  d r u m s ,  g o n g s ,
6 2c y m b a l s ,  a n d  t r u m p e t s ,  o f t e n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t w o - s t r i n g  
f i d d l e s ,  t r i c h o r d s ,  t a m b o u r i n e s ,  c l a r i o n e t s  a n d  f l u t e s . ^  
T h e s e  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  
t o  t h e  l a b o u r e r s  by  t h e  a g e n t  o f  e m i g r a t i o n  o r  c a p t a i n  o f  
t h e  s h i p  . ^
So f a r  as  we know,  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  
t h e  o n l y  a m u s e m e n t s  w h i c h  t h e y  c o u l d  e n j o y  d u r i n g  t h e i r  
l o n g  a n d  t e d i o u s  j o u r n e y  t o  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n .
7.  C o n e l u s i o n
I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  was  f i r s t  c a r r i e d  on by  B r i t i s h  s h i p p i n g
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c o m p a n i e s ,  t h e n  f o l l o w e d  by A m e r i c a n ,  F r e n c h ,  S p a n i s h ,  
I t a l i a n  and  P e r u v i a n  c o m p a n i e s -  S h i p s  e m p l o y e d  f o r  t h e  
c o n v e y a n c e  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  a v e r a g e d  f r o m  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  
a n d  s e v e n t y - s e v e n  t o  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y - s e v e n  t o n s .  
A p a r t  f r o m E u r o p e a n  o f f i c e r s  a n d  s a i l o r s ,  o t h e r  w o r k e r s ,  
l i k e  c o o k s ,  b a r b e r s ,  c o r p o r a l s ,  on b o a r d  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  
w e r e  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  among t h e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s .  The  l e n g t h  
o f  v o y a g e  o f  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  d e p e n d e d  on t h e  s e a s o n  i n  w h i c h  
t h e y  s a i l e d ,  t o  w h i c h  p l a c e  t h e y  w e n t ,  a n d  w h a t  t y p e s  o f  
s h i p s  t h e y  w e r e ,  b u t  t h e  l a b o u r e r s  n o r m a l l y  s p e n t  m o n t h s  
i n  t h e  d i r t y  a n d  o v e r c r o w d e d  b e t w e e n  d e c k s .  Not  o n l y  
w e r e  t h e i r  c l o t h i n g ,  b e d d i n g ,  f o o d ,  a n d  w a t e r  i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  
b u t  a l s o  t h e y  w e r e  c o n f i n e d  b e l o w  a n d  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  go on 
d e c k  o f t e n  t o  b r e a t h e  t h e  f r e s h  a i r .  Some s i m p l e  games  
a n d  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  w e r e  t h e i r  o n l y  me a n s  t o  e n j o y  
t h e m s e l v e s .  A l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  l e a d  us  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
C h i n e s e  on b o a r d  t h e s e  s h i p s  w e r e  b a d l y  t r e a t e d .  The 
m i s e r a b l e  s t a t e  o f  l i v i n g  w h i c h  t h e y  s u f f e r e d  was  a l m o s t  
t h e  s ame  as  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e d  by N e g r o  s l a v e s .  T h i s  w i l l  
be  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r .
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CHAPTER VI I  
MORTALITY AND MUTINY
1 , M e d i c a l  C a r e  a n d  M o r t a l i t y
The c a u s e s  o f  m o r t a l i t y  on b o a r d  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  
s h i p s  w e r e  s i c k n e s s ,  j u m p i n g  o v e r b o a r d ,  s h o t  d e a d  i n  
m u t i n y ,  d r o w n e d  i n  s h i p w r e c k ,  k i l l e d  by  f i r e  a n d  o t h e r s ;  
b u t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  was  a c t u a l l y  due  t o  
s i c k n e s s .  The  c a u s e s  w h i c h  r u i n e d  t h e  e m i g r a n t s '  h e a l t h ,  
t h e  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  and  t h e  m e d i c a l  c o m f o r t s  on b o a r d  a r e  
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .
*  *  *  *  *
The B r i t i s h  C o n s u l  a t  C a n t o n ,  D.B» R o b e r t s o n ,
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  b e t w e e n  1847  a n d  J u l y ,  1866 , t h e  m o r t a l i t y
r a t e  on C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  was  1 3 . 1 8 %.  Of  8 5 , 8 0 0
C h i n e s e  e m b a r k e d ,  o n l y  7 4 , 5 9 1  l a n d e d  a n d  1 1 , 2 0 9  d i e d
d u r i n g  t h e  v o y a g e . ^  The  d e a t h  r a t e  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s
i m p o r t e d  i n t o  H a v a n a  by  v e s s e l s  o f  v a r i o u s  n a t i o n a l i t i e s
f r o m J u n e  3 ,  1847,  t o  D e c e m b e r  31 , 185 7, was  14%.  The
f o l l o w i n g  f i g u r e s  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  by  J o s e p h  T.  C r a w f o r d ,
2
B r i t i s h  C o n s u l  i n  Cu b a :
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N a t i o n a l i t y  Vesse l s Tonnage Chinese Chinese Deaths Percen t age
of  Vesse l Embarked Landed on the 
Voyage M o r t a l i t y
B r i t i s h  26 18,549 9,606 8,215 1,391 14
American 9 7,832 3,910 3,538 372 H
Dutch 8 5,003 2,773 2,463 310 n i
French 6 4,453 2,825 2,478 347 12f161Spani sh  5 2,038 1,779 1,489 290
Por t uguese  3 1,246 1,049 1,021 28 2!
Pe ruv i an  3 2,484 1,314 812 502 384-
Bremen 1 560 249 236 13 H
Norwegian 1 470 221 179 42 19“
C h i l i a n  1 250 202 155 47 23-L
T o t a l  63 42,885 23,928 20,586 3,342 14
A c c o r d i n g  t o a C h i n e s e  r e c o r d , t h e m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  o f
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s s h i p p e d t o  S o u t h a n d  C e n t r a l Arne r i c a n
c o u n t r i e s  b e t w e e n 1850 a n d  1856  a v e r a g e d 2 5.2% a n d  t h e
y e a r l y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  who e m b a r k e d  and d i e d  on
t h e  v o y a g e  was a s f  o 1 lows . 3
Y e a r  D e s t i n a t i o n Numb e r Numb e r o f  Number  o f Pe r c e n t  ag<
o f C h i n e s e  C h i n e s e
S h i p s E m b a r k e d  D i e d  on M o r t  a l i t y
t h  e
Voyage
1850  P e r u 2 740 247 33
1852  Panama 1 300 72 24
1852 G u i a n a 3 811 164 20
1853  Cuba 2 700 104 15
1 8 5 3 Pan  ama 1 425 96 23
1854 P e r u 1 325 47 14
1856  P e r u 1 332 128 39
185 6 Cub a 1 298 132 45
T o t a l 12 3 , 9 3 1 990 25 . 2
The a v e r a g e  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  on C h i n e s e
e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  f r o m  Macao t o  P e r u  b e t w e e n  1860 a n d  1874 
was 17%.
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Y e a r Number  o f Number  o f Pe r c e n  t  a g e
C h i n e s e C h i n e s e
Emb a r k e  d D i e d M o r t a l i t y
1860 2 , 0 0 7 5 9 4 29
186 1 1 , 860 4 2 0 22
1862 1 , 7 1 6 713 41%
1863 2 , 301 6 7 3 29
4
30
1 8 6 4 4 , 5  10 735 1 6 5
1866 6 , 5 4 3 6 1 4 9
1867 2 , 4 0 0 2 16 9
1 8 6 8 4 , 3 8 7 12 1 2
1869 2 , 3 6 6 75 3
1 8 7 0 7 , 9 1 7 373 4
7 . 4 6
1872 3 , 7 5 6 6 7 0 17
1 8 7 3 1 , 6 6 8 3 4 3 2 0 ^
1 874 224 32 14
1 8 ^ 7
T o t a l 4 1 , 6 5 5 5 , 5 7 9 17
B e s i d e s  d e a t h s  c a u s e d  by m u t i n y ,  s h i p w r e c k  a nd  f i r e ,  t h e  
f i v e  h i g h e s t  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e s  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  on b o a r d  
e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  on r e c o r d  w e r e :
Name o f  Ship
Lady Montague
B r i t i s h
S overe ign
John C alvin
D oleres  Ugarte
Port o f Date o f Number Deaths P ercentage
Departure Departure of on the
Chinese Voyage M o r ta l i ty
Embarked
Hong Kong Feb o 17, 1850 450 300 66, 668
Amoy Aug o 18, 1852 320 160 95 0 ,0 0
Hong Kong 1856 298 135 4 5 , 3010
Macao 1870 608 270 4 4 , 4 0 U
292 11.7 4 0 ,0 0 12Cora
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The General Pa lme r and Onyx were two notorious ships
among Chinese emigrant ships suffering high mortality on
their way to Australia, The former sailed from Amoy with
three hundred and thirty-three Chinese on October 15, 1851,
under the command of Captain T„B, Simpson and only two
hundred and sixty-four were landed at Sydney on February
16, 1 852.^ Sixty-nine Chinese or 20,72% of the total on
board died on the voyage. The Onyx left China with two
hundred and fourteen Chinese labourers. Of them, one died
on her way to Singapore and twenty-three more before
1 4reaching Melbourne in August, 1854. The mortality on
this ship was rated at 11,21%.
On British convict ships, the mortality rates among 
the male convicts in the first six vessels averaged one to 
every fifty-five embarked, but in the second group one to 
every nineteen, and in the third one to every six. The 
rates among the women convicts were respectively one to 
every forty-five, one to every sixty-eight, and one to 
every thirty-four.^^  The mortality rate of Indian 
coolies on fifty-nine ships, during their passage to the 
West Indies from January 1872 to December, 1873, was 
4.2 9 % .16
It seems that the mortality rate on Chinese emigrant 
ships was much higher than those on British convict ships 
or Indian coolie ships. The reason for this could be that 
the transportation of convicts and shipment of Indian 
coolies were taken care of by the British government, 
while the conveyance of Chinese labourers was mainly in 
the hands of businessmen.
The mortality rates listed above exclude casts where 
deaths were caused by mutiny, shipwreck and fire, and show
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only those who died of diseases and from jumping overboard,, 
Diseases frequently afflicting Chinese labourers on board 
emigrant ships were:
17 18Dysentery (General Palmer, Gulnare, Kitty
19 20 21Simpson, Edwin Fox, Lusia Canevano ),
22 2 3Scurvy (Columbia, Viagante ),
2 4Cholera (Longo ),
Typhus (John Calvin2^),
Yellow Fever (Julian^),
2 7 2 8Dropsy (John Calvin, Gulnare ),
2 9 3 0General debility (Gulnare, Duke of Portland ),
Typhoid (Duke of Portland“^ ),
32 33Ship fever (Doleres Ugarte, Gulnare ),
3 4Diarrhoea (Doleres Ugarte ),
35Ophthalmia (Edwin Fox ),
A total of fifty-eight deaths occurred on board the
ship Gulnare. The causes of these deaths were the
3 6following diseases:
Fever
Dysentery
Debility
Brain fever 
Severe ulcers 
Dropsy
Other diseases
15 persons (including the Chinese 
doctor)
12 persons
12 persons (including 8 opium 
smokers)
3 persons 
3 persons 
2 persons 
8 persons
Total 55 persons
After the Gulnare arrived at Havana, the British 
Consul-General, Joseph T . Crawford, made an enquiry into
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t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e s e  d i s e a s e s  T h r e e  s u r g e o n s  on b o a r d
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s ,  K i t t y  S i m p s o n , Edwi n  Fox a n d
T a s m a n i a  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  h a d  s u b m i t t e d  t h e i r  r e p o r t s  on t h i s
s u b j e c t .  They  a l l  w e r e  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  f o r m s  o f  d i s e a s e s
p r e v a i l i n g  among t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  m i g h t  be  t r a c e d  t o
t h r e e  s o u r c e s ,  n a m e l y ,  i n t e s t i n a l  wo r ms ,  o p i u m a n d  
3 7t u b e r c u l o s i s .
The o r d i n a r y  s y mp t o m s  o f  i n t e s t i n a l  worms  w e r e  t h o s e  
o f  i r r i t a b l e  f e v e r  a n d  n a u s e a .  T h i s  was  mo r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  c a s e  when t h e  a n i m a l s  h a d  a c c u m u l a t e d  i n  t h e  s t o m a c h .  
U n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  v o m i t i n g  c o u l d  be  i n d u c e d  a n d  
c o n g e s t i o n  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  p e r i c a r d i t i s ,  d i a r r h o e a ,  
d y s e n t e r y ,  e n t e r i t i s  w o u l d  be  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p e d .  The 
c e r e b r a l  i n f e c t i o n  g e n e r a l l y  y i e l d e d  t o  l o c a l  b l o o d ­
l e t t i n g  a n d  a n t i p h l o g i s t l c s c  The p e r i c a r d i t i s  r a n  a 
r a p i d  c o u r s e  a nd  was  a l w a y s  f a t a l .  D i a r r h o e a  a n d  
d y s e n t e r y  w e r e  a v e r y  common r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
worms i n  t h e  i n t e s t i n e s .
Many c a s e s  o f  d i s e a s e s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  f e e b l e  and  
e m a c i a t e d  w e r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  h a b i t  o f  o p i u m 
s m o k i n g .  Among t h e s e  c a s e s ,  d e a t h s  w o u l d  s o m e t i m e s  o c c u r  
s u d d e n l y  a nd  u n e x p e c t e d l y ,  w i t h o u t  any  p r e v i o u s  a p p a r e n t  
i l l n e s s ,  a n d  u n a c c o m p a n i e d  by  t h e  f a i n t e s t  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
p a i n .  Th e y  w e r e  a l s o  p r o n e  t o  d i a r r h o e a  a n d  d y s e n t e r y  o f  
an e x t r e m e l y  o b s t i n a t e  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t  c h a r a c t e r .  The 
a t t a c k  c o mme n c e d  w i t h  d i a r r h o e a ,  w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  p a s s e d  
i n t o  d y s e n t e r y .
T u b e r c u l a r  d i s e a s e  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  d i d  n o t  
a p p e a r  t o  be  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by  a ny  p e c u l i a r i t y  o r  s y mp t o m ,  
e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  d i s e a s e  made r a p i d  p r o g r e s s ,  a n d  was  
a t t e n d e d  w i t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  p a i n .  D i a r r h o e a  was  a f r e q u e n t
c o n c o m i t a n t ,  as  was a l s o  wor ms ,  b u t  t h e  l a t t e r  c o u l d  be 
v i e w e d  o n l y  as an i n c i d e n t a l  c o m p l i c a t i o n .
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The s u r g e o n  on b o a r d  t h e  Duke o f  P o r t l a n d  r e p o r t e d  
d i f f e r e n t l y  f r om t h o s e  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
low t y p h o i d  f e v e r  p r e v a i l i n g  among t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  
on b o a r d  t h e  Duke o f  P o r t l a n d  was a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  
i m p r o p e r  f o o d  u s e d  by t h e  C h i n e s e ,  s u c h  as  o n i o n s  and 
p i c k l e s .  The f e v e r  a p p e a r e d  among t h e  C h i n e s e  a f t e r  
t h e y  h a d  b e e n  t h r e e  days  on b o a r d  and w i t h i n  a week as 
many as s i x t y  c a s e s  a p p e a r e d .  P e r s o n s  o f  low h a b i t s ,  he 
b e l i e v e d ,  we r e  e a s i l y  i n f e c t e d .  Most  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  on
b o a r d  d i e d  f r om d e b i l i t y  and  i n f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i v e r s  and
. 38l u n g s .
From t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e s e  m e d i c a l  men,  i t  s eems  
t h a t  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  d i s e a s e s  on b o a r d  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  
s h i p s  we r e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  h e a l t h  and h a b i t s  
o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s .  Even i f  t h i s  wer e  t r u e ,  t h e  
o v e r c r o w d e d  s t a t e  o f  t h e  s h i p s ,  l a c k  o f  p r o p e r  
v e n t i l a t i o n  i n  t h e  b e t w e e n  d e c k s ,  ba d  and i n s u f f i c i e n t  
f o o d  and w a t e r  wo u l d  h a v e  f o s t e r e d  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e s e  
d i s e a s e s .
The B r i t i s h  C o n s u l - G e n e r a l  i n  Cuba ,  J o s e p h  T.
C r a w f o r d ,  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  E a r l  o f  M a l m e s b u r y ,  s t a t e d
t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  l a i d  i n  f o r  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s ,
e x c e p t i n g  t h e  r i c e ,  c o n s i s t e d  c h i e f l y  o f  s a l t e d  f i s h  and
s a l t e d  v e g e t a b l e s ,  b o t h  t h e  f i s h  and v e g e t a b l e s  b e i n g
mos t  e x c e s s i v e l y  s a l t e d ;  b u t  n o t  w i t h s t a n d i n g  w h i c h ,  b o t h
t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  o f  p r o v i s i o n  v e r y  s o o n  became  p u t r i d ,  and
by no means  w h o l e s o m e ,  so  t h a t  s c u r v y  v e r y  s oon  made i t s
39a p p e a r a n c e  on b o a r d  t h e s e  s h i p s .
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The s h i p  C o r a  l o s t  one  h u n d r e d  a n d  s e v e n t e e n  o u t  o f
t wo h u n d r e d  a n d  n i n e t y - t w o  on h e r  way t o  H a v a n a  b e c a u s e  o f  
40b a d  w a t e r .  I n  t h e  b e t w e e n  d e c k s  o f  t h e  D o l e r e s  U g a r t e ,
as  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  m a t e ,  t h e  c r o w d e d  s t a t e  was  s h o c k i n g  a n d
4 1t h e  t e n c h  f r o m  t h e  m a i n  h a t c h e s  made one  v o m i t .  I n  t h e
c a s e  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  P a i m e r , f o u r  o r  f i v e  d e a t h s  o c c u r r e d
b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  B a l i ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  w a t e r ,  o f
w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  s h o r t  a l o n g  t i m e .  I t  was  t h e  r a i n y
s e a s o n  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a n d  t h e  w a t e r  t h e y  o b t a i n e d  was  t a i n t e d
w i t h  i m p u r e  m a t t e r  on i t s  way down f r o m t h e  h i l l s .  S h o r t l y
a f t e r  l e a v i n g  B a l i ,  d y s e n t e r y  b r o k e  o u t  w i t h  m o s t  f r i g h t f u l
42s e v e r i t y ,  as  many as  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  d y i n g  i n  a d a y .  Of
t h o s e  on b o a r d  t h e  O n y x , t w e n t y - f o u r  d e a t h s  o c c u r r e d  on t h e
v o y a g e ,  a n d  f o r t y - o n e  mo r e  a f t e r  a t  M e l b o u r n e .  The c a u s e
o f  m o r t a l i t y  on t h i s  s h i p  was  t h a t  o f  a l l  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s
o n l y  t h e  w a t e r  a n d  r i c e  w e r e  g o o d ;  t h e  C h i n e s e  d o c t o r  on
4 3b o a r d  was  h i m s e l f  b r o u g h t  down by m a l n u t r i t i o n .
J u d g i n g  f r o m  a l l  s o u r c e s  a c c e s s i b l e ,  we ca n  s a y  t h a t
t h e  C h i n e s e  on b o a r d  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  w e r e  b a d l y  t r e a t e d .
T h o s e  who w e r e  we a k  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  e n d u r e  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n s
c o m m i t t e d  s u i c i d e  by  j u m p i n g  o v e r b o a r d .  T h i s  k i n d  o f
s u i c i d e  h a p p e n e d  on a l m o s t  e v e r y  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p .
B e t w e e n  J u n e  3,  1847 a n d  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1 8 5 7 ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d
by  J o s e p h  T.  C r a w f o r d ,  B r i t i s h  C o n s u l - G e n e r a l  i n  C u b a ,  o f
n i n e  t h o u s a n d  s i x  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s
c a r r i e d  by  t w e n t y - s i x  B r i t i s h  v e s s e l s ,  o n e  t h o u s a n d  t h r e e
h u n d r e d  a nd  n i n e t y - o n e  d i e d  on t h e  v o y a g e .  Among t h e m ,
4 4many j u m p e d  o v e r b o a r d .  E i g h t e e n  C h i n e s e  o f  t h e  D o l e r e s
45 46U g a r t e ,  s e v e n  o f  t h e  J o h n  C a l v i n ,  t h r e e  o f  t h e
4 7 4 8Gu In a r e  and  many o f  t h e  Duke o f  P o r t l a n d  w e r e  r e c o r d e d
t o  h a v e  d r o w n e d  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h o s e  who h a d  s t r o n g e r  m i n d s
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a p p l i e d  o t h e r  ways  a n d  me a n s  i n  p r o t e s t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  
t r e a t m e n t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d «
The  d r e a d f u l  m o r t a l i t y  o c c u r r i n g  on C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  
s h i p s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e  was  due  t o  d i s e a s e s ,  s o  i t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e e  w h a t  k i n d  o f  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  was  
a v a i l a b l e  on t h e s e  s h i p s .
The  C h i n e s e  P a s s e n g e r s  A c t ,  1 8 5 5 ,  i s s u e d  by  t h e
B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p o w e r e d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  Hong Kong t o
a l t e r ,  by  p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  t h e  s c a l e  o f  m e d i c i n e s  a n d
m e d i c a l  c o m f o r t s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  a c t ,  S c h e d u l e  
49( A ) ,  I n  S c h e d u l e  ( A ) ,  A r t i c l e  5 ,  a s c a l e  o f  m e d i c i n e s  
a n d  m e d i c a l  c o m f o r t s  f o r  one  h u n d r e d  p a s s e n g e r s  was  g i v e n .  
I t  i n c l u d e s  f o r t y - f o u r  i t e m s  o f  m e d i c i n e s  a n d  e i g h t e e n  
s e t s  o f  m e d i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s . ^
The  B r i t i s h  r e g u l a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  w h e r e  t h e  
s i c k  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  be  h o u s e d  a n d  w h a t  k i n d  o f  s a n i t a r y  
c o n d i t i o n s  s h o u l d  be  o b s e r v e d .  P r o b a b l y  b e f o r e  1858 
t h e r e  was no  h o s p i t a l  e r e c t e d  o r  a p p r o p r i a t e d  on a 
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p  a t  a l l .  A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h s  on t h e  
G u l n a r e  o c c u r r e d ,  t h e  s u r g e o n  o f  t h e  K i t t y  S i m p s o n  was 
a s k e d  t o  make  a r e p o r t .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  d r a w b a c k  
e x p e r i e n c e d  was  t h e  w a n t  o f  a h o s p i t a l .  I n  a l l  s h i p s  
c a r r y i n g  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  p a s s e n g e r s ,  he  s u g g e s t e d ,  a 
h o s p i t a l  s h o u l d  b e  a g r e a t  d e s i d e r a t u m  a s  t h e r e b y  a mor e  
r e g u l a r  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  a t t e n d a n c e  u p o n  t h e  s i c k  was  n o t  
o n l y  i n s u r e d ,  b u t  i t  a f f o r d e d  t h e  me a n s  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  
t h e  h e a l t h y  f r o m  t h e  n o x i o u s  a n d  c o n t a m i n a t i n g  i n f l u e n c e s  
i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  s i c k n e s s . ^
The Hong Kong O r d i n a n c e  No.  6 o f  1867  f o r  " B e t t e r  
S e c u r i n g  t h e  H e a l t h  o f  E m i g r a n t s  i n  C h i n e s e  P a s s e n g e r  
S h i p s  C l e a r i n g  f r o m  Hong Kong"  s t i l l  h a d  no  w o r d  a b o u t  t h e
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h o s p i t a l .  On l y  C h i n e s e  d o c t o r s  w e r e  t h e n  a l l o w e d  t o  be
5 2e m p l o y e d  by  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s ,  As t o  t h e  n e c e s s a r y
C h i n e s e  m e d i c i n e s ,  t h e  o r d i n a n c e  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  s e n t e n c e s :
In  a l l  c a s e s  w h e r e  a C h i n e s e  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  
s h a l l  be  a p p o i n t e d  s u r g e o n  o f  a C h i n e s e  p a s s e n g e r  
s h i p ,  t h e  w h o l e  o r  any  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  m e d i c i n e s  
a n d  m e d i c a l  c o m f o r t s  r e q u i r e d  t o  be  p l a c e d  on 
b o a r d  by  t h e  s a i d  S c h e d u l e  [ S c h e d u l e  (A) o f  t h e  
' C h i n e s e  P a s s e n g e r s  A c t ,  1 8 5 5 ' ]  may be  d i s p e n s e d  
w i t h ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  i n  l i e u  t h e r e o f  s u i t a b l e  a n d  
s u f f i c i e n t  m e d i c i n e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  c o m f o r t s  a d a p t e d  
t o  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  t r e a t m e n t  p u r s u e d  by  t h e  C h i n e s e ,  
s h a l l  be  p l a c e d  on b o a r d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a s c a l e  t o  
be  a p p r o v e d  by  t h e  C o l o n i a l  S u r g e o n , ^
I n  1 8 7 1 ,  t h e  f a t a l  s h i p  Don J u a n  was  r e p o r t e d  t o
5 4h a v e  a h o s p i t a l  e r e c t e d  on t h e  deck. ,  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e
t h a t  a f t e r  h a v i n g  many y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n ,  t h e  o w n e r s  o r  t h e  c h a r t e r e r s  o f  
e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a s p a c e  f o r  a h o s p i t a l  
on t h e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  d i s e a s e s  
was  n e c e s s a r y .
When t h e  Ma c a o  g o v e r n m e n t  i s s u e d  t h e  ' I n s t r u c t i o n s  
w h i c h  S h o u l d  Be P u t  i n  P r a c t i c e  on B o a r d  V e s s e l s  C a r r y i n g  
A s i a t i c  P a s s e n g e r s  f r o m t h e  P o r t  o f  M a c a o '  m  1 8 7 4 ,  a 
p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  b ' e s t  c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i g h t  a n d  v e n t i l a t i o n  was  
r e q u i r e d  t o  be  p o r t i o n e d  o f f  as  a h o s p i t a l . A c c o r d i n g  
t o  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  no  p a s s e n g e r  was  t o  be  r e c e i v e d  on 
b o a r d  u n t i l  h i s  q u a r t e r s  h a d  b e e n  p e r f e c t l y  w a s h e d  a n d  
w e r e  d r y .  D u r i n g  t h e  v o y a g e  a n d  i n  p o r t ,  t h e  q u a r t e r s  
w e r e  s w e p t  t w i c e  a da y  a n d  d i s i n f e c t e d  d a i l y  a n d  an 
e a r t h e n  v e s s e l  w i t h  c h l o r i d e  o f  s o d i u m  i n  p o w d e r ,  p e r o x i d e  
o f  m a n g a n e s e ,  common w a t e r ,  a n d  s u l p h u r i c  a c i d  was  t o  be  
p l a c e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  q u a r t e r s ,  o r  t wo e a r t h e n  
v e s s e l s  a t  f i x e d  d i s t a n c e s .  Bed c l o t h e s  o r  o t h e r  b e d d i n g
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w e r e  s h a k e n ,  b e a t e n ,  a n d  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  a i r  a n d  b r o u g h t  
b a c k  b e f o r e  n i g h t  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  a w e e k .  ^
T h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a 
n u m b e r  o f  d e a t h s  on C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  a n d  c o m p l a i n t s  
made a g a i n s t  t h e  a b u s e  o f  e m i g r a t i o n -  How f a r  h a d  t h e s e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t ?  No a c c o u n t  e x i s t s .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  ’ R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  f o r  I n q u i r i n g
I n t o  t h e  C a u s e  o f  t h e  M o r t a l i t y  on t h e  S h i p  G e n e r a l
P a l m e r 1 i n  1852 , t h e  g r e a t  d e f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r
s h i p s  t o  A u s t r a l i a  was  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  c o m f o r t s
n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o m b a t  i l l n e s s ,  When d y s e n t e r y  b r o k e  o u t ,
t h e  g r e a t  n e e d s  on t h e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p  w e r e  n u t r i t i o u s
s o u p s ,  w i n e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  n e c e s s a r y  as  m e d i c a l
c o m f o r t s  t o  s u s t a i n  s t r e n g t h  d u r i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f
d i s e a s e , .  Of  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  P a l m e r  was  e n t i r e l y
d e f i c i e n t ;  a l t h o u g h  C a p t a i n  S i m p s o n  e x p e n d e d  a l l  h i s  own
s t o c k  o f  w i n e s ,  t h e y  w e r e  q u i t e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  w a n t s
5 7o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  The  B r i t i s h  V i c e - C o n s u l  a t  Amoy i n
1852 a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a s u f f i c i e n t  s u p p l y  o f  m e d i c i n e
5 8s h o u l d  b e  e n f o r c e d .
From t h e  a b o v e  t wo  r e p o r t s ,  t h e r e  i s  no  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  on C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h ip s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
d a y s  w e r e  v e r y  p o o r .  I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  h i g h  m o r t a l i t y  w h i c h  
f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  l a t e r  d a y s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  on t h e s e  s h i p s  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  
l i t t l e  c h a n g e d .
U n l i k e  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s  a b o a r d  I n d i a n  c o o l i e  s h i p s
a p p o i n t e d  by  t h e  P r o t e c t o r  o f  I m m i g r a n t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
I n d i a n  E m i g r a n t  A c t ,  No,  7 o f  1 8 7 1,  a n d  a c t i n g  f o r  t h e
5 9c o l o n y  t o  w h i c h  t h e  c o o l i e  p r o c e e d e d ,  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s  
a b o a r d  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  by  t h e  m a s t e r
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of the ship and worked under the directions of the master. 
They were paid so much a head according to the number of 
emigrants landed at their destination.^
In the early days Chinese emigrant ships bound for 
61 6 2Australia and California ' had been without surgeons,
and sailed with Chinese doctors o In December 1 852 , three
ships , the Sir Thomas Gresham, Columbus and Spart an,
loading with Chinese labourers at Amoy, were surveyed by
the British warship Salamander to find only the Columbus
6 3carrying a medical doctor Chinese emigrant ships had
to be despatched without a surgeon except native 
practitioners, because not many European surgeons were in 
China at that time on the one hand, and ships returning 
from Australia, California, and India did not bring any on 
the other.^
After great mortality occurred on Chinese emigrant 
ships, particularly the mortality rates on the Lady 
Montague and British Sovereign reaching rates of 66,66%^ 
and 50%^ respectively, the British government was under 
pressure to include the following article in the Chinese 
Passengers Act, 1855:
No Emigration Officer shall be bound to give such 
Certificate in respect of any Chinese Passenger 
Ship till seven days after receiving notice that 
the ship is to carry passengers, and of her 
destination, and of her proposed day of sailing, 
nor unless there are on board a surgeon and 
Interpreter approved by such Emigration Officer, ^
The enforcement of this article was limited to the 
port of Hong Kong and other treaty ports; even m  Hong 
Kong this regulation was evaded. In 1857 an investigation 
into the mortality on board the ship Gu lnare was conducted
and found the Chinese doctor who himself died of fever
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6 8during the voyage was the only medical man on the ship.
This led to a discussion on whether European doctors would
be better than Chinese physicians on Chinese emigrant
ships. The common opinion was that Chinese doctors knew
69the constitution of their patients better and treated 
some diseases amongst Chinese as competently as European 
doctors.^
After Hong Kong Ordinance No. 6 of 1867 came into
force, efforts were made to improve the medical condition
7 1of Chinese emigrant ships. A medical officer was
appointed by the government to inspect medical facilities
in the depots as well as on the ships and Chinese doctors
were officially allowed to be employed by a ship conveying
Chinese emigrants. But the sanitary condition of Chinese
emigrant ships was not changed until 1874. In that year
the Macao government announced that no vessel could leave
Macao with more than fifty passengers without a doctor,
a sick attendant, and the proper medicine, or with more
than two hundred passengers without two doctors on 
72board.
Unfortunately, it is difficult to find out to what 
extent these regulations were carried out. But one thing 
can be certain, that Chinese medical practitioners were 
always employed by Chinese emigration ships.
The duty of a medical doctor on board a Chinese 
emigrant ship was not clear. In the case of the Duke of 
Portland, the captain of that ship gave the following 
statement:
The surgeon was kind to them, I was with them 
much more than the surgeon was, he saw them 
always twice a day..,.I gave the doctor full 
authority at St. Helena to get all the opium 
and medicines he required,7
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It is possible that the duty of the medical doctor on 
Chinese emigrant ship was only to take care of the sick,
* * k k *
From the above statistics, the mortality rate on 
Chinese emigrant ships averaged between 13% and 25,2%,
74just a little lower than the rate on Negro slave ships.
The highest mortality rate on a single ship for the
conveyance of Chinese emigrants was 66.66%, on the Lady
Montague, almost as high as the rate created by the Negro
75slave ship, E1iz ab e th, Diseases afflicting Chinese and
Negroes had some difference in character, but both had
suffered from yellow fever, dysentery, scurvy, ophthalmia
7 6and intestinal worms. Medical care on Chinese emigrant 
ships in later years was substantially improved. If there 
was not a European doctor available, a Chinese doctor was 
usually on board. A hospital was also erected. All these 
things seemed to be better than those on the slave ships. 
However, the efforts made by the authorities of the ships 
and the ports of. Chinese emigration failed to reduce the 
mortality rate to a minimum.
2, Mutiny
The Chinese labourers, like Negro slaves, frequently 
revolted and attempted to seize their ships, In the 
majority of cases, the Negroes rose when their ships were 
still in African ports'*' while the Chinese took their 
action after a few days out at sea, Despite this and some 
additional differences between the two, their aims at 
gaining their freedom appeared to be the same.
k ** *
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There were at least forty-two emigrant ships from
2ports of China suffering mutinies between 1850 and 1873,
Of them, thirteen ships were captured or deserted by 
Chinese emigrants:
Victoria (The Chinese landed on Two Islands in the 
Gulf of Siam, 1851).3
Beatrice (The Chinese revolted and escaped from the 
ship to shore, 1852),4
Robert Browne (The ship was taken by the Chinese, 
but retaken by the crew, 1852).3
Lady Amherst (The ship was taken to Singapore on 
December 15, 1853).^
Adamaster (The Chinese deserted the ship after
7arrival at Singapore, 1853).
Anais (The Chinese landed on Ton-Lae, five miles 
from Breaker's Point, 1857).3
Henrietta Maria (Drifting about in the Palawan 
Passage, 1857).^
Pride of the Ganges (The Chinese landed on Hainan 
Island, 1865 ). 10
Hong Kong (The Chinese landed on the coast of China, 
1866) . 11
Providenza (Found off Hakodate with only forty-two 
Chinese, 1866) . 12
Therese (The Chinese revolted and the ship was taken 
to Macao, 1866).^3
Nouvelle Penelope (The Chinese landed on the coast 
of China, near Macao, 1870). ^  4
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M a r i a  Luz ( The  C h i n e s e  w e r e  l a n d e d  on Yokoha ma
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  
C o u r t ,  18 7 2 ) .  15
S i x  s h i p s  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  by  f i r e :
B a l d  E a g l e  ( The  s h i p  was b u r n t  a b o u t  500 m i l e s  e a s t  
o f  M a n i l a .  A l l  C h i n e s e  a b o a r d  d i e d ,  b u t
t h e  c a p t a i n  and  c r e w e s c a p e d  t o  M a n i l a ) 16
N a p o l e o n  C a n e v a r o  (The  s h i p  was  b u r n t  a n d  l o s t  n o t  
f a r  f r o m  t h e  c o a s t  o f  C h i n a ,  A l l  C h i n e s e  
w e r e  b u r n t  a l i v e ,  b u t  t h e  c a p t a i n  and  c r e w 
e s c a p e d )  . 2
J e d d o  ( The  s h i p  t o o k  f i r e  n e a r  A n j e r ,  S t r a i t s  o f
S u n d a ,  one  h u n d r e d  and  f o r t y  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  
w e r e  l o s t ,  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  l a n d e d  a t  
S a m a r a n g ) . * ^
F r e d e r i c  ( The  s h i p  was  b u r n t  n e a r  B a t a v i a ,  t h e
c a p t a i n ,  c r e w  a n d  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t y -
19f i v e  C h i n e s e  w e r e  s a v e d ) .
Uncowah  ( The  C h i n e s e  f i r e d  t h e  s h i p ) 20
Don J u a n  ( The  s h i p  was  d e s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e  two d a y s
a f t e r  l e a v i n g  Ma c a o .  S i x  h u n d r e d  C h i n e s e
w e r e  b u r n t  a l i v e .  The  c a p t a i n ,  c r e w  a n d
2 1a b o u t  f i f y  C h i n e s e  w e r e  s a v e d ) .
T w e n t y - f o u r  s h i p s  s u f f e r e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l  m u t i n i t e s :
A l b e r t  ( 1 8 5 0 ) , 22 Lady M o n t a g u e  ( 1 8 5 0 ) , 2  ^ Sp a r  t  an
( 1 8 5 2 ) ,  24 Pa n a ma  ( 1852);,25 G e r t r u d e  ( 1 8 5 2 ) ,  26 S a m u e l
2 7 2 8
B o d d i n g t o n  ( 1 8 5 2 ) ,  Ros e  E l i a s  ( 1 8 5 3 ) ,  C h a l l e n g e
2 9 3 0
( 1 8 5 5 ) ,  Duke  o f  P o r t l a n d  ( 1 8 5 6 ) , ’ G u l n a r e  ( 1 8 5 7 )
Nor wa y  ( 1 8 5 9 ) , ^ 2 G r e y h o u n d  ( 1 8 6 1 ) , ^  Seb as  t  op o 1
31
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(1861),34 Leonides (1861),35 Ville d'Agen (1861),36
7. 7 7 8
Caroline (1865), La Ville de St. Lo (1865),
39 40Eugenet Ad 1e1e ( 1866), Louis ( 1866), Oris a
( 1867), 44 Frederic ( 1869), 42 Tamaris (1869), 43
44 45Fatchoy ( 18 7 2), Luisa Canevaro ( 1872) .
The following figures are compiled from forty-two 
46ships mentioned and show some particulars about these 
notorious vessels:
Year of Occurrence.
1850 2 vessels
1851 1 vessel
1852 6 vessels
1853 3 vessels
1855 1 vessel
1856 1 vessel
1857 3 vesse Is
1859 1 vessel
1861 4 vessels
1865 3 vessels
1866 7 vessels
1867 1 vessel
1869 4 vessels
1870 2 vessels
1872 2 vessels
Unkn own 1 vessel
Total 42 vessels
Flags.
British 11 vesse Is
French 11 vessels
Italian 4 vessels
Arne rican 3 vessels
Peruvian 3 vessels
Belgian 2 vessels
Dutch 1 vessel
Salvador 1 vessel
Sp anish 1 vessel
Unknown 5 vessels
Total 42 vessels
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Destination
Cub a 20 vessels
Peru 15 vessels
Guiana 3 vessels
Aus trail a 1 vessel
California 1 vessel
India 1 vessel
Unknown 1 vessel
Total 42 vessels
Port of departure.
Macao 12 vessels
Hong Kong 9 vessels
Canton 8 vessels
Amoy 7 vessels
Swa t ow 2 vessels
Unknown 4 vessels
Total
After mutinies.
42 vessels
(1) Ports called
Singap ore 8 vessels
Hong Kong 4 vessels
Chinese coast 4 vessels
Macao 2 vessels
Batavia 2 vessels
Saigon 2 vessels
Canton 1 vessel
Hainan Island 1 vessel
Kemah, Celebes 1 vessel
S amarang 1 vessel
Y okohama 1 vessel
Total 27 vessels
(2) Destroyed at sea
Henrietta (1857)
Bald Eagle
Napoleon Canevaro (1866) 
Un cow ah ( 1869)
Don Juan ( 1870)__________
Total 5 vessels
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(3) Continuing their journey
Lady Montague (1850)
Samuel Boddington (1852)
Challenge (1855)
Duke of Portland (1856)
N o rway (18 5 9)
Greyhound (1861)
Sebastopol (1861)
0 ris a ( 1 867)
Fatchoy (1872)
Luisa Canevaro (1872)
Total 10 vessels
Compared with mutinies occurring on ships for the
conveyance of Chinese emigrants, only a few mutinies were
attempted on British convict ships. The only convict ship
captured by mutineers was seized, not by the prisoners,
but the the military guard, assisted by enemy action. Some
convicts contrived to escape after embarkation, either
before sailing or at a port of call en route to their
47destination, but the total was very small.
The ways and means of attempts to mutiny applied by 
Chinese emigrants on board ships could be roughly grouped 
into two: attacking the captain and officers and setting
fire to the ship, But the Chinese attempted to kill the 
captain and offlc.ers first, if failing in that, then they 
tried to set fire to the ship.
Of forty-two ships mentioned before, six ships, the
48 49 50Albert (1 850), Sp art an ( 1852) , Adamas ter (1 853) ,
Challenge ( 1855), ^  Eugene et Adele ( 1866),^ and
5 3Tamaris (1869), were still under the control of the 
crew, but their captains or officers were killed or 
wounded.
5 4On the following ten ships, the Victory (1851),
Robert Browne (1852),^ Lady Amherst ( 1 853),^ Anais
202
S 7 S 8(1857), Henrietta Maria (1857), Pride of the Ganges
( 1865),^ Hong Kong (1866),^  Therese (1866),^  Providenza
6 2 6 3(1866) and Nouvelle Penelope (1870), their captains and
officers were killed or wounded, and the ships were taken.
Setting fire to the ship after failing in revolt
occurred nine times. Of these, four ships, the Norway
(1854),^ Gulnare (1857),^ Uncowah (1869)^ and Fatchoy
( 1 872 ) , ^  suppressed the fire; two ships, the Bald Eagle^
6 9and Napoleon Canevaro (1866) were successfully burnt to
the bottom of the sea by the emigrants; three ships, the 
70 .71 7?Jeddo (1866), Frederic ( 1869) and Don Juan ( 1 870),
were totally burnt and lost, but the real causes were
still in doubt.
As described before, all Chinese emigrant ships were 
fitted with iron barriers and gratings; personal 
belongings of Chinese emigrants were checked or provided 
by the contractors, and the Chinese on board were confined 
in the hold and watched over by armed guards. How could 
they obtain weapons to carry out their mutinies? To 
answer this, the following sources give some ideas:
a. Case of the Norway
While a dozen of the crew were endeavouring to 
fasten a stanchion across the hatch way 
outside, the Chinese were doing their best to 
break it down inside with cleavers stolen from 
the cooks. In the struggle the door was burst 
open sufficiently to allow an arm to come 
through. In a moment a fist holding a knife 
appeared through the opening and the mate was 
wounded. The failure to break out seems to 
have driven the Chinese below into a frenzy,
With clubs made from their bunk boards, and 
torches of joss paper, the maddened Chinese 
rushed from hatch to hatch and vainly strove 
to tear the iron bars from their sockets.^
20 3
b .  C a s e  o f  t h e  F a t  ch oy
The C h i n e s e  a t t a c k e d  t h e  g u a r d ,  t h e n  a p p r o a c h e d  
t h e  g a l l e y  f o r  k n i v e s  o r  w e a p o n s . 7 4
c .  Ca s e  o f  t h e  Duke o f  P o r t l a n d
On 2nd A p r i l  1 8 5 6 ,  when i t  was  r e a d y  f o r  s a i l i n g ,  
t h e  C h i n e s e  t o o k  b e l a y i n g  p i n s  f r o m  t h e  r a i l s  a n d  
a r m e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  f i r e - w o o d ,  y e l l i n g  and  
s h o u t i n g  i n  a f e a r f u l  m a n n e r ,  t h r o w i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  
o v e r b  o a r d . 7 5
d.  C a s e  o f  t h e  N o u v e l l e  P e n e l o p e
When a r u s h  on d e c k  was  made by  a b o d y  o f  C h i n e s e  
a r m e d  w i t h  b e l a y i n g  p i n s ,  b i l l e t s  o f  wo o d ,  § C . ,  
t h e  m a s t e r  was  k n o c k e d  down a n d  h i s  t h r o a t  c u t ,  
t h e  c r e w  o v e r p o w e r e d ,  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e m t a k i n g  t o  
t h e  r i g g i n g ,  a n d  t h e  s h i p  was  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  
t h e  a s s a i l a n t s , ^
Arms o r  w e a p o n s  u s e d  by  t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  a b o v e  
m e n t i o n e d  a r e  f i r e - w o o d ,  b e l a y i n g  p i n s ,  c l e a v e r s ,  k n i v e s ,  
c l u b s  a n d  t o r c h e s  o f  j o s s  p a p e r .  T h r e e  s o u r c e s  a l l  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  f i r e - w o o d  and  b e l a y i n g  p i n s  w e r e  p i c k e d  up 
f r o m  t h e  d e c k ,  c l e a v e r s  and  k n i v e s  w e r e  s t o l e n  f r o m  t h e  
g a l l e y ,  a n d  c l u b s  w e r e  made f r o m  e m i g r a n t s '  b u n k  b o a r d s .
J o s s  p a p e r  was  n o t  m e n t i o n e d  m  o t h e r  p l a c e s  b e f o r e ,  a n d  
was  p o s s i b l y  one  o f  t h e  ways  t o  s e t  t h e  s h i p  on f i r e .
T h e r e  w e r e  f i v e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  w h i c h  w e r e  bu rn t.  
The  f i r e s  on t h e  J e d d o  a n d  F r e d e r i c  h a d  a l r e a d y  p r o v e d  t o  be 
c a u s e d  by  o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  o n l y  t h e  B a l d  E a g l e  a n d  N a p o l e o n  
C a n e v a r o  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  s e t  on f i r e  by t h e  C h i n e s e  on 
b o a r d .  The c a s e  o f  t h e  Don J u a n  i s  d o u b t f u l ,  f o r  s e v e r a l
7 7
w i t n e s s e s  g a v e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s .  J u d g i n g  f r o m  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  l e s s  t h a n  f i f t y  o f  s i x  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  C h i n e s e  
e s c a p e d  f r o m t h e  f i r e ,   ^ a n d  t h a t  when t h e  f i r e  
b r o k e  o u t  t h e  i r o n  g r a t i n g s  h a d  n o t  b e e n  b r o k e n ,  as
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mentioned by all witnesses, the Chinese in the hold
should have had nothing to do with the fire The only
suspicion was that some one from the corporals, cooks, and
barbers might have done it. These persons were chosen from
the Chinese emigrants and were on deck before the ship was 
8 0in flames. Basil Lubbock said:
Although no cooking was allowed below decks, the 
usual galleys being erected on the maindeck, the 
Chinese are born incendiaries, and in nearly all 
the mutinies the plan of setting fire to the 
ship in the hopes of being allowed on deck was 
first of all tried, in one or two cases with 
terrible consequences.
There were at least twelve ships which were captured
or deserted by the Chinese emigrants. In most cases, the
Chinese killed the captain or officers, then compelled
others to take the ship to the nearest place where they
landed. The Robert Browne left Amoy for San Francisco on
March 20, 1852, loaded with four hundred and ten Chinese
emigrants. After ten days at sea, the Chinese rose,
murdered the captain, mate, and others, and took possession
of the vessel. The vessel was repossessed by part of her
crew after asking assistance from the British ships Contest
from Shanghai and Lily from Amoy and brought back to Amoy.
A court to investigate into the case was afterwards
8 2organized and conducted.
The Adamas ter, despatched by Jorge for Cuba in 
October, 1853, with upwards of three hundred Chinese 
emigrants on board, put into Singapore because of the 
captain being compelled to take this step under the threat 
of losing his life-. The Chinese deserted the ship
8 3immediately after arrival, and the voyage was abandoned.
205
The British ship Pride of the Ganges, bound for Guiana 
with three hundred and one Chinese emigrants, left Canton 
on December 8, 1865. She was captured by the Chinese after
leaving Canton, The Chinese killed the captain and some 
other officers and compelled the first mate to land them on 
Hainan Is 1 and.^
The Hong Kong, a French boat, was engaged to convey 
two hundred and sixty Chinese emigrants from Canton to 
Havana. A few days after leaving Canton on January 23, 
1866, the Chinese took over the vessel. The captain was 
dangerously wounded, the doctor died, the number of Chinese 
killed was not made known, but the survivors landed on the 
coast of China.
The Nouvelle Penelope, also a French ship, left Macao
for Peru on October 1, 1871, with three hundred and ten
Chinese emigrants. Some days afterwards, about one
hundred and twenty miles to the west of Macao, the Chinese
revolted, killed the captain, mate and eight sailors, and
compelled the remainder of the crew to take the ship to
Tien-Pak, on the coast one hundred and eighty miles below
8 6Macao, where they landed.
In the case of the M a n  a Luz, she neither suffered 
mutiny nor was captured, but was actually deserted by her 
passengers when she called at Yokohama. She sailed from 
Macao on May 28, 1872, bound for Peru with two hundred and
thirty-one Chinese emigrants under the command of Captain 
Ricardo Heriero, On July 9, 1872, she arrived at
Yokohama; one of her passengers named Mu P m  jumped 
overboard and was picked up by Captain Arthur of the 
British ship Iron Duke. The Chinese begged protection and
declared that he and his companions on board the ship
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Maria Luz had been illtreated. Captain Arthur sent him to
the British Charge d'Affaires, R.S, Watson, Watson at once
addressed a note on the subject to the Japanese Foreign
Minister, Soyeshima Taneomi, and urged the Japanese
government to protect the Chinese emigrants on the Maria
Luz. After Captain Henero promised to inflict no further
punishment, the Chinese mentioned was handed to him by the
Japanese government. However, contrary to his pledge,
Captain Heriero flogged the returned Chinese and some
others, their cries being heard on the deck of the Iron
Duke. In the meantime, more Chinese on board made their
escape to the Iron Duke and claimed that they were
kidnapped. R.S. Watson then suggested to the Japanese
government that an investigation should be undertaken.
Under these new circumstances, the Japanese government
accepted Watson's opinion and put the case under trial at
the Court of Kanagawa Kencho. The charge made against the
Captain of the Maria Luz was fully proved by the Japanese
court on August 24, 1872. In view of the Captain having
been detained during the trial, he was pardoned and
permitted to depart with his boat. The two hundred and
twenty-seven Chinese on board were turned over to Ch'en
8 7Fu-hsün, commissioner sent by the Chinese government.
How far from the port of departure or how many days
after the ship sailing did the mutiny on board take place?
So far as the forty-two ships mentioned are concerned, the
mutinies on board these ships generally occurred within
reach of the South China Sea or a few days after their
8 8departure. The following are some examples:
First day out:
Gulnare (left Swatow on March 11, 1852)
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A day or two out:
Eugene et Adele (left Macao on October 7, 1866)
Nouvelle Penelope (left Macao on October 1, 1870)
Two days after sailing:
Don Juan (left Macao on May 4, 1870)
Two or three days after sailing:
Robert Browne (left Amoy on March 20, 1852)
Anais (left Swatow on January 29, 1857)
Vi 11e d * Ag en (left Macao on May 3, 1861)
Pride of the Ganges (left Canton on December 8, 
1865)
Hong Kong (left Canton on January 23, 1866)
Napoleon Canevaro (left Macao on March 7, 1866)
Four days out:
Fat ch oy (left Macao on August 26 , 1872)
A few days out:
Albert (left Hong Kong on September 7, 1850)
Victory (left Hong Kong on December 6, 1851)
Beatrice (left Hong Kong on January 20, 1852)
Sp art an (left Amoy on January 24 , 1852)
P an ama (left Amoy on September 25 , 1 852)
Gertrude (left Amoy on October 13, 1852)
Rosa Elias (left Hong Kong on March 8, 1853)
Lady Amherst (left Amoy on December 3, 1853)
Henrietta Maria (left Macao on February 9, 1857)
Caroline (left Canton on October 12, 1865)
On some ships, the mutiny took place while they were 
still in the port of departure. The Duke of Portland left 
Hong Kong for Havana on April 3, 1856. When she was ready
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for sailing, the Chinese revolted. They were forced to
89obey orders after the captain called in the police force. 
Another ship, the Frederic, a Belgian registry, sailed from 
Hong Kong for Peru on January 19, 1869„ While she was in
9 0the port of Hong Kong, no less than two revolts occurred.
A few cases of mutiny occurred outside the South China
Sea. The Italian ship Therese left Macao on February 3,
1866. Sixty days after departure, while sighting a land,
supposed to be New Zealand, the Chinese revolted, and
killed the officers and twelve of the crew, the vessel was 
9 1taken to Macao. Another Italian ship Providen z a was
engaged in conveying three hundred and eighty Chinese
labourers from Macao to Callao in 1866. The vessel was
found off Hakodate, Japan, with only forty-two Chinese on
9 2board and no European. The burning of the American
clipper Bald Eagle occurred when she was five hundred miles 
9 3east of Mani1 a .
From the above analysis, there were twenty-four ships
which had successfully suppressed mutinies. In view of
several cases being reported that captains and crew felt
their lives to be in danger with Chinese emigrants and
9 4refused to go on a voyage or applied to the British
Superintendent of Trade for military force to be employed
95against the Chinese emigrants, it can be understood that 
preparation against a rising on all ships engaged for the 
conveyance of Chinese emigrants would have been made,
The preparations for an emergency could be divided 
into the fitting of the ship and the arming of officers on 
board. Emigrant ships fitted with iron gratings and 
barriers in order to stop the Chinese rushing out from the 
hold have been discussed before. Armed officers on board
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were mainly watchmen. In the case of the Don Juan there 
were always four persons, with rattans, on watch, two 
guarding above the fore-hatch, one standing at the ladder 
below, while the fourth walked among the Chinese. Two 
other sentries, with fixed bayonets, were assigned to take 
care of the gates of the barriers. In addition to these 
men, there were two cannon, inside the gates, pointed 
towards the hatchways and ammunition stored in the 
captain’s cabin.^
On the ship Nouvelle Penelope, the number of watchmen
was not mentioned, but other precautions were similar to
those on the Don Juan. It also had two open-barred doors
opening aft in the barriers, and a cannon at each door
with the muzzle pointed forward. A sentry was on duty at
each door during the day, and the door was closed during
the night. The crew were all berthed aft of the barrier.
There were about twelve muskets and bayonets, some swords,
and about twenty revolvers on this ship, the latter
being in the captain’s cabin. There was also gunpowder and
9 7some grape-shot on board, but no grape-shot on deck.
The ship Luisa Canevaro had six or seven guards on
board during the voyage, who, armed with swords, kept
9 8order among the Chinese. The preparations for the mutiny
on the ship Duke of Portland reported by her captain were 
as foilows:
I [captain] then had an interview with the 
stipendiary magistrate, at the Supreme Court 
[of Hong Kong], who came on board with a police 
force; the coolies laughed at them, and at 
length they were driven below at the point of 
the bayonet. Then I planted my two guns inside 
the cuddy door, loaded them with grape and 
canister, had the carronades loaded and placed 
at the poop fife rail; gave the men a cutlass
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each; Mr May (Magistrate) was then on board.
He left a sergeant and five policemen on board, 
for sentries during the night, At daylight I 
was out of the roads,^
From the above four ships, arms used by the ships for 
suppressing mutinies were: rattans, bayonets, cutlasses,
swords, muskets, revolvers, grape-shot and cannon. The 
following were three famous stories of suppressing mutinies 
on board Chinese emigrant ships:
The Gul nare, a British ship, was bound for Havana from 
Swatow, with four hundred and thirty-two Chinese emigrants 
on board. On the following morning after sailing from 
Swatow, a well combined attack was made by the Chinese to 
obtain possession of the ship, and as they failed in this, 
they attempted to set her on fire. They were finally put 
down, after severely wounding the third officer and one of 
the crew; nine of their number were shot, many wounded, and 
three jumped overboard to avoid capture,
The Norway, one of the largest American clippers, was 
bound from Macao to Havana with one thousand Chinese 
emigrants in 1859. On the fifth night out, the Chinese 
lighted joss paper and threatened to set the ship on fire. 
The mate rushed to the m a m  hatch and blocked the door, 
then the stewards passed out to everyone blunderbuss, 
cutlass, and pistol from the arms chest. Then tarpaulins 
were thrown over the forward hatches, and a stream of 
water pumped on to them. This turned the flames into 
smoke, and drove the Chinese aft to avoid suffocation. The 
fighting lasted two days. After the Chinese failed in 
every attempt, got tired, then quietly lay down and went to 
sleep. Seventy Chinese had either been killed or died of 
wounds during the struggle.
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The F a t  ch o y , on S p a n i s h  r e g i s t r y ,  l e f t  Macao  w i t h  one
t h o u s a n d  a n d  f i v e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s , A l l  w e n t  w e l l  u n t i l
t h e  f o u r t h  day  o u t ,  On t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h a t  d a y ,  a t  a b o u t
t h r e e  o ' c l o c k ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  s u d d e n l y  a t t a c k e d  t h e  g u a r d s ;
one  o f  t h e  g u a r d s  was  t h r o w n  o v e r b o a r d  by t h e  C h i n e s e  a nd
t h e  o t h e r  g u a r d s  t o o k  t o  t h e  r i g g i n g .  The C h i n e s e  h a d  made
a r u s h  t o  t h e  g a l l e y ,  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  k n i v e s  o r  w e a p o n s .  The
ma t e  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  m a t e ,  f r o m t h e  b r i d g e ,  s h o t  i n t o  t h e
c r o wd  a n d  w o u n d e d  t h r e e  o f  t h e m .  T h i s  c h e c k e d  t h e  m u t i n y .
The o f f i c e r s  t h e n  r a l l i e d ,  a n d  s u c c e e d e d  i n  c a t c h i n g  a
102n u m b e r  o f  C h i n e s e  a n d  p u t  t he m i n  i r o n s .
T h e s e  s t o r i e s  s how t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  way t o  s u p p r e s s  
a m u t i n y  was  w i t h  w e a p o n s ,  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  i r o n  g r a t i n g s  a n d  
b a r r i e r s .
The s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  a m u t i n y  on a C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p  
was  a l w a y s  f o l l o w e d  by  a s e r i e s  o f  p u n i s h m e n t s  i m p o s e d  
u p o n  m u t i n e e r s ,  s u c h  a s :  f l o g g i n g ,  k i c k i n g ,  c u t t i n g  o f f
t h e  q u e u e ,  t y i n g  t h e  q u e u e  t o  t h e  i r o n  b a r r i c a d e s  o r  
g r a t i n g s ,  p u t t i n g  i r o n s  on l e g s ,  e t c ,  I t  was  common f o r  a 
C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r  on b o a r d  an  e m i g r a n t  s h i p  t o  be  f l o g g e d ,  
k i c k e d ,  o r  s t r u c k  by  t h e  c a p t a i n  o r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  e v e n  
t h o u g h  he  h a d  n o t  v i o l a t e d  any  r e g u l a t i o n  l a i d  down by  t h e  
s h i p ' s  a u t h o r i t i e s  .
T h o s e  who c o m m i t t e d  o f f e n c e s  u s u a l l y  r e c e i v e d  b r u t a l  
w h i p p i n g s .  A f t e r  b e i n g  b e a t e n ,  t h e i r  b o d i e s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  
w i t h  v i n e g a r  a nd  s a l t .  The p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  t h e  m u t i n e e r s  
on b o a r d  t h e  F a t  ch oy d e s c r i b e d  by an A m e r i c a n  e n g i n e e r  o f  
t h e  s h i p  was  t h a t  some b a g s  o f  r i c e  w e r e  p l a c e d  on d e c k  
and  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  l a i d  a c r o s s  t h e  b a g s ,  t h e y  w e r e  
u n m e r c i f u l l y  f l o g g e d  a n d  b e a t e n  by  t wo men k e e p i n g  t i m e  
w i t h  t h e i r  w h i p s  o r  s t i c k s .  I n  a s h o r t  t i m e ,  he  c o n t i n u e d
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t h e  d e c k  was c o v e r e d  w i t h  b l o o d .  Th e y  t h e n  w e r e  w a s h e d
104w i t h  s a l t  a n d  w a t e r  a n d  s e n t  b e l o w »
I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  L u i s a  C a n e v a r o , t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t o r y  
was  t o l d  by  t h e  c a r p e n t e r  a b o a r d  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  Hong 
Kong ,  A r t h u r  K e n n e d y ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  v i s i t i n g  
t h e  s h i p  on F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 8 7 3 ,  When t h e  C h i n e s e  w e r e
t u r b u l e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  v o y a g e ,  t h e  c a r p e n t e r  s a i d ,  t h e y  w e r e  
p u t  i n  i r o n s  a n d  t h r a s h e d  w i t h  a c a n e ,  a n d  t h o s e  who w e r e  
t h e  r i n g - l e a d e r s  g o t  a l i t t l e  mor e»  A f t e r  t h e  o f f e n d e r s  
h a d  b e e n  t h r a s h e d ,  t h e i r  b a c k s  w e r e  l a n c e d  t o  l e t  t h e  
b l a c k  b l o o d  o u t ,  a n d  t h e n  w e r e  d r e s s e d  w i t h  v i n e g a r  a n d  
s a l t ,  w h i c h  made t h e m  d a n c e  a b i t ,  b u t  t h e y  g o t  o v e r  i t  i n  
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  d a y s . ^ ^
The p r i s o n e r s  on t h e  Don J u a n  w e r e  i r o n e d  t o g e t h e r  
t wo  by  t wo ,  The i r o n s  w e r e  p u t  on t h e i r  l e g s ,  a n d  t h e  
l i n k s  o f  i r o n s  w e r e  h e a t e d  a n d  w e l d e d  by  t h e  c a r p e n t e r  o f  
t h e  s h i p .  The c h a i n  c o n n e c t i n g  t wo  was  a b o u t  one  a n d  a 
h a l f  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h .  T h e s e  c h a i n e d  men w e r e  l e f t  on d e c k  
a l l  d a y ,  a n d  p u t  i n t o  t h e  f o r e c a s t l e  a t  n i g h t .  ^ ^  I n  t h e  
c a s e  o f  t h e  F a t  ch o y , some o f  t h e  o f f e n d e r s  w e r e  t i e d  by
t h e i r  l o n g  h a i r  t o  t h e  i r o n  b a r r i c a d e s  o r  t o  t h e  i r o n
107 ,g r a t i n g s .  The  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  Duke o f  P o r t l a n d  s a i d
t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e i r  a t t e m p t ,  t h e  C h i n e s e
b e c a m e  q u i e t e r ;  he  u s u a l l y  p u t  t w e l v e  t o  e i g h t e e n  men i n
10 8i r o n s  f o r  r i o t o u s  b e h a v i o u r  o r  a t t e m p t e d  s u i c i d e .  On
t h e  s h i p  M a r i a  L u z , t h o s e  who w e r e  f o u n d  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
e s c a p e  w e r e  n o t  o n l y  f l o g g e d ,  b u t  a l s o  o r d e r e d  t o  h a v e  
t h e i r  q u e u e s  c u t  o f f . ^ ^
The a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  p u n i s h m e n t s  w e r e  p r i v a t e l y  d e c i d e d  
by  c a p t a i n s  o f  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s ,  N e i t h e r  a t r i b u n a l  was  
f o r m e d  n o r  a t r i a l  c o n d u c t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  c a p t a i n  t o o k  h i s
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action,. The behaviour of the captain of the Don Juan as 
reported by one of the guards on board was a good example:
On the night of the 3rd May [1870], I was on 
watch below among the coolies, I saw a 
Portuguese who was dressed in Chinese costume 
among the coolies, On the 4th May that 
Portuguese left the ship. Before he left, I 
heard him tell the captain that he heard the 
Chinese say that when they were two days out 
they would take the ship and wash their hands 
in the Europeans' blood. He wrote down the 
number of the coolies who were bad ones. All 
the coolies had numbers on their jackets, in 
red paint. He said that No. 288 was the 
captain of a pirate vessel, and that he ought 
to be watched. On the morning of the 5th May, 
at 9 o'clock, the captain told all the crew to 
arm with revolvers and cutlasses, and then he 
called on deck twenty men, including Nos. 288 
and 299, the only numbers which I remember, and 
these were ironed together two by two.
So far as we know, four cases of disturbance at 
least on emigrant ships were brought to court. Of them, 
two cases were tried at Hong Kong, one at Yokohama, and the 
other at Singapore. The one at Yokohama was the Peruvian 
ship Maria Luz . All Chinese emigrants on board were 
released and turned over to the Chinese authorities by a 
Japanese court as mentioned before. Those in the court 
of Hong Kong were the Gulnare and Nouvelle Penelope. 
Eighteen of the Chinese on board the Gulnare were 
afterwards brought to trial at the Supreme Court of Hong 
Kong and found guilty, and ordered for execution. One of 
them was actually executed, and the remaining seventeen 
transported for life.  ^ One of the ex-passengers named 
Kwok A Sing on board the Nouvelle Penelope was caught at 
Hong Kong. Friends of Kwok A Sing employed an attorney 
to defend him. After thoroughly investigating the case, 
the court found that of three hundred and ten Chinese
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a b o a r d ,  one  h u n d r e d  a t  l e a s t  h a d  n o t  w i s h e d  t o  e m i g r a t e  b u t  
h a d  b e e n  d e c e i v e d  a n d  f o r c e d .  The c a p t a i n  was  p r o v e d  t o  
h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  a b u s i n e s s  o f  k i d n a p p i n g .  The
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f  Hong Kong t h e n  r e l e a s e d  Kwok A Si ng. , 112
The  c a s e  w h i c h  was  t r i e d  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  S i n g a p o r e  was  
on b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  Sp a r t  a n . She  l o a d e d  t wo h u n d r e d  a nd  
f i f t y - f o u r  C h i n s e  e m i g r a n t s  b o u n d  f o r  S y d n e y ,  A few d a y s  
a f t e r  s h e  l e f t  Amoy on J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1 8 5 2 ,  t h e  C h i n e s e
113r e v o l t e d ,  s e r i o u s l y  w o u n d i n g  t h e  c a p t a i n  a n d  o f f i c e r s .
On h e r  a r r i v a l  a t  S i n g a p o r e ,  n i n e t e e n  o f  t h e m w e r e  t r i e d
f o r  m u r d e r ,  e l e v e n  w e r e  f o u n d  g u i l t y  a n d  c o n d e m n e d .  Bu t  a
p a p e r  c a l l e d  t h e  P e n a n g  G a z e t t e , u p o n  m a k i n g  i t s  own
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  o u t r a g e s  c o m m i t t e d  w e r e
m a i n l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  i l l - t r e a t m e n t  t h e  men h a d
r e c e i v e d ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  n i n e t e e n  men who w e r e
c o n d e m n e d  h a d  t h e i r  s e n t e n c e s  c o mmu t e d  t o  f i v e  we e k s *
114i m p r i s  o n m e n t .
T h e s e  c o u r t  c a s e s  show t h a t  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  m u t i n i e s  
on b o a r d  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  was m o s t l y  d u e  t o  t h e  
e m i g r a n t s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  m a l t r e a t m e n t .
Some o f f i c e r s  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  i n  
t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  m u t i n i e s  on 
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  t o  e m i g r a n t s  who t o o k  t o  e m i g r a t i o n  
as  a mode o f  l i v i n g .  Th e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  
endeavouring t o  d e s e r t  t h e  s h i p  o r  t o  s e i z e  h e r  by  f o r c e  a n d  
e f f e c t i n g  a l a n d i n g  on t h e  c o a s t  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  an 
a d v a n c e  o f  w a g e s  a c t e d  n o t  o w i n g  t o  t h e i r  h a v i n g  b e e n  
d e c e i v e d  o r  f o r c e d ,  b u t  s o l e l y  of '  m a l i c e  a f o r e  - t h o u g h t  ^
A f t e r  t h e  C h i n e s e  c a p t u r e d  t h e  N o u v e l l e  P e n e l o p e  
( 1 8 7 0 )  a n d  d e s e r t e d  t h e  M a r i a  Luz ( 1 8 7 2 ) ,  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  
b e c a me  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e i r  o b s e r v a t i o n .  I n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o
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T, Fc  Wade ,  B r i t i s h  C h a r g e  d ' A f f a i r s ,  D , B R o b e r t s o n ,
B r i t i s h  C o n s u l  a t  C a n t o n ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  o f
r i n g l e a d e r s  on t h e  N o u v e l l e  P e n e l o p e  c o n f e s s e d ,  a f t e r
c a p t u r e ,  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  t h i r d  a f f a i r  o f  t h e  k i n d  he  h a d
1 1 7
b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n ,  A n t o n i o  S e r g i o  de  S o u z a ,  G o v e r n o r  o f
Ma c a o ,  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  some r e c a p t u r e d  e m i g r a n t s  on t h e
N o u v e l l e  P e n e l o p e  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  b e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t h i e v e s
118h a v i n g  b e e n  m a r k e d  i n  t h e  e a r  a t  Hong Kong,  As t o  t h e
e m i g r a n t s  on t h e  M a r i  a L u z , t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  C h i n e s e
E m i g r a t i o n  o f  Ma c a o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  many o f  t h e  C h i n e s e
who a r r i v e d  i n  J a p a n  i n  t h i s  s h i p  h a d  a g a i n  e m i g r a t e d  i n
d i f f e r e n t  s h i p s  t h r o u g h  h i s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c y ,  a n d  o t h e r s  i n
s m a l l  n u m b e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a p p e a r  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,
119s h i p p i n g  a g a i n  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s a t i s f a c t i o n .
T h a t  a f ew b a d  p e o p l e  among t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s  
m i g h t  t a k e  t o  e m i g r a t i o n  as  a mode o f  l i v i n g  was  p o s s i b l e ,  
b u t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  e m i g r a n t s  w e r e  h o n e s t ,  s i n c e r e  
a nd  l a w - a b i d i n g .  A l l  t h e s e  m u t i n i e s  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  
p l a n n e d  by  t h e s e  f ew p e o p l e .  The  b e s t  a n s w e r  i s  g i v e n  by 
t h e  c o u r t  h e a r i n g s .  F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  c a s e s  o f  t h e  
N o u v e l l e  P e n e l o p e  a n d  M a r i a  Luz w e r e  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  
e x a m i n e d  by  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  Hong Kong a n d  J a p a n  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
Tho u g h  t h e  t r i a l s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s ,  by  
d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e ,  a nd  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s ,  t h e i r  c o n c l u s i o n s  
w e r e  j u s t  t h e  s a m e .  Q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e i r  j u d g m e n t s  
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  f a c t s  t h e y  f o u n d  d u r i n g  t h e  t r i a l s :
a .  J u d g e m e n t  on t h e  c a s e  o f  Kwok A S i n g ,  e x - p a s s e n g e r  
o f  t h e  N o u v e l l e  P e n e l o p e  by  J o h n  S m a l e , C h i e f  
J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f  Hong Kong,
I t  i s  c l e a r  f r o m  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h i s  
p r i s o n e r  a n d  t h e  c o o l i e s  w e r e  b e i n g  t a k e n  f o r c i b l y  
a g a i n s t  t h e i r  w i l l s  ( t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  no 
e v i d e n c e  o f  c o n s e n t  by  t h e  p r i s o n e r )  t o  a
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d e s t i n a t i o n  t h e y  d e s i r e d  n o t  t o  go t o ;  t h i s  i s  
m a n i f e s t  i n  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n s ;  f r o m  t h e  w a i l i n g s  
o f  some o f  t h e  c o o l i e s ;  f r o m  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  by  
o t h e r s ,  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  1 0 0 ,  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  
k i d n a p p e d ;  f r o m  t h e  m a r c h i n g  t h e  c o o l i e s  on 
b o a r d  u n d e r  an e s c o r t  o f  s o l d i e r s  a t  Ma c a o  as  i f  
t h e y  h a d  b e e n  c o n v i c t s ,  a n d  \y  t h e  a c t s  o f  
d e s p e r a t i o n  by  t wo o f  t h e  c o o l i e s ,  who j u m p e d  
o v e r b o a r d  t o  p u t  an e n d  t o  t h e i r  m i s e r a b l e  l i v e s ,  
s u c c e s s f u l  (may I n o t  s a y  h a p p i l y  s u c c e s s f u l )  i n  
o n e  c a s e .  I h o l d  t h a t  t h i s  c o e r c i o n ,  e n f o r c e d  
as  i t  was  by  c a n o n  p l a n t e d ,  a n d  r a k i n g  t h e  
c o o l i e s ’ d e n s ,  a n d  by  g r a p e - s h o t  i n  r e s e r v e  
a g a i n s t  t h e s e  c o o l i e s ,  was a c r i m e  i r r e s p e c t i v e  
o f  t h e  a c t s  t o  a b o l i s h  s l a v e r y , . , e l  h a v e  now 
d i s p o s e d  o f  t h e  s e v e n  p o i n t s  r a i s e d  by  Mr .
F r a n c i s  [Kwok A S i n g ' s  a t t o r n e y ]  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  
t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  [ o f  Hong Kong]  h a s  m o s t  
s t r e n u o u s l y  a n d  a b l y  a r g u e d ;  b u t  b o t h  f a c t s  a n d  
l a w a p p e a r  t o  be  i n  t h e  m a i n  a g a i n s t  h i s  
c o n t e n t i o n .  W i t h o u t  a g a i n  s p e c i a l l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
a l l  t h e  p o i n t s ,  I m u s t  now,  a p a r t  f r o m a l l  m o r a l  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  a f t e r  
d i s c u s s i n g  a n d  c o n f i n i n g  m y s e l f  t o  d r y  l e g a l  
q u e s t i o n s  m e r e l y  a s  s u c h ,  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  as  t o  t h e  
s e v e n t h  p o i n t ,  I m u s t  h o l d  Mr.  F r a n c i s '  c o n t e n t i o n  
s u s t a i n e d ;  a n d  t h a t  a s  t o  some o r  o n e  o f  h i s  s i x  
p o i n t s ,  a n d  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p o i n t s  s u g g e s t e d  by  me ,  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  m u s t  be  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r ,  
a n d  i t  i s  e n o u g h  i n  l aw i f  he  s u c c e e d s  on any  o n e  
p o i n t .  Mr.  F r a n c i s  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  my mi n d  
c l e a r l y  t h e  r i g h t  o f  h i s  c l i e n t ,  Kwok A S i n g ,  t o  
an  o r d e r  by t h i s  C o u r t  f o r  h i s  d i s c h a r g e  f r o m  t h e  
c u s t o d y  i n  w h i c h  h e  now i s .  Upon t h e  d e p o s i t i o n s ,
I h o l d  h i m f r e e  f r o m  a l l  c h a r g e  o f  c r i m e  on b o a r d  
t h e  N o u v e l l e  P e n e l o p e . 120
b .  J u d g e m e n t  on t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  M a r i a  Luz by  Oye
T a k u ,  A c t i n g  G o v e r n o r  o f  K a n a g a w a  K e n c h o ,  J a p a n .
The  c h a r g e  made a g a i n s t  t h e  c a p t a i n  o f  h a v i n g  
m a l t r e a t e d  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  p r e v e n t e d  t h e i r  
l e a v i n g  t h e  b o a t ,  i s  f u l l y  p r o v e d ;  s i n c e  t h e  
c a p t a i n  h i m s e l f  d o e s  n o t  d e n y  many o f  t h e  a c t s  
w i t h  w h i c h  h e  i s  c h a r g e d ,  s u c h  a s  h a v i n g  c u t  o f f  
t h e  q u e u e s  o f  t h r e e  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e ,  d e t a i n e d  t h e m  
by f o r c e ,  e t c .  The c h a r g e  ma de  by t h e  g r e a t e r
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p a r t  o f  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  o f  h a v i n g  b e e n  d e t a i n e d  
by  f o r c e ,  he  h i m s e l f  a d m i t s . c . t h e s e  o f f e n c e s ,  
f o r  t h e y  a r e  t h u s  p r o v e d ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  
p e r p e t r a t e d  by  t h e  c a p t a i n  i n  t h e  Bay o f  
Y o k o h a ma ,  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h i s  
K e n c h o ,   ^1
I n  a l e t t e r  o f  1852  t o  t h e  E a r l  o f  M a l m e s b u r y ,
r e p o r t i n g  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  R o b e r t  B r o w n e , J o h n  B o w r i n g ,
B r i t i s h  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  T r a d e  i n  C h i n a ,  p r o v e d  t h e  b a d
c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  c a p t a i n s  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s ,  C a s e s
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  R o b e r t  B r o w n e , he  s a i d ,  h a d  b e e n  o f
f r e q u e n t  o c c u r r e n c e .  T h e r e  w e r e  few i n s t a n c e s ,  he
b e l i e v e d ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  c a p t a i n s  h a d  n o t  b e e n  b l a m e w o r t h y
i n  a v e r y  h i g h  d e g r e e ,  t h e i r  c o n d u c t  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e
l a b o u r e r s  h a v i n g  b e e n  m o s t  c r u e l  a n d  d e s p o t i c .  The
c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  R o b e r t  B r o w n e , on t h e  p l e a  o f  c l e a n l i n e s s ,
c u t  o f f  t h e  q u e u e s  o f  a v e r y  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e
a nd  h a d  t h e i r  b o d i e s  s c r u b b e d  w i t h  h a r d  b r o o m s .  T h i s  was
t o o  much f o r  C h i n e s e  e n d u r a n c e  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  he
12 2c o n t i n u e d ,  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t o  be  w o n d e r e d  a t .
When t h e  s e l e c t  c o m m i t t e e  on A s i a t i c  L a b o u r  o f  t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  o f  New S o u t h  Wa l e s  was  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  c o m i n g  t o  
A u s t r a l i a  i n  1 8 5 4 ,  Andr ew S h o r t r e d e ,  a r e s i d e n t  a n d  
p r o p r i e t o r  a n d  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  C h i n a  M a i l  i n  Hong Kong f o r  
t e n  y e a r s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  o u t r a g e s  on b o a r d  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  
s h i p s  w e r e  c a u s e d  by  m a l t r e a t m e n t  o r  by  i g n o r a n t  t r e a t m e n t .  
T h e r e  was  one  i n s t a n c e  o f  a P e r u v i a n  b a r q u e ,  he  c o n t i n u e d ,  
w h e r e  t h e  c a p t a i n ,  t h e  m a t e s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  we r e  m u r d e r e d .
I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  f a r  mor e  p e o p l e  on b o a r d  t h a n  
a l l o w e d  by  t h e  B r i t i s h  P a s s e n g e r s  A c t ;  t h e  c l i m a t e  was  h o t ,  
b u t  one  p i n t  o f  w a t e r  p e r  d i e m  was s e r v e d  o u t  t o  e a c h  
p a s s e n g e r .  The  c a p t a i n  was  u r g e d  t o  p u t  i n t o  a p o r t  f o r
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mo r e  w a t e r ;  t h i s  he  r e f u s e d  t o  do,  The C h i n e s e ,  when t h e y
saw no  way t o  e s c a p e  f r o m an i n t o l e r a b l e  e v i l ,  h a d  t wo
a l t e r n a t i v e s  - e i t h e r  t h e y  c o m m i t t e d  s u i c i d e ,  o r  m u r d e r e d
t h e i r  o p p r e s s o r ;  a n d  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t h e  men k i l l e d  t h e
12 3c a p t a i n  a n d  t h e  c r e w .
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  c a p t a i n s  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t  s h i p s  d i d
n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  c o n t r a c t s  a s  l e g a l  d o c u m e n t s  w h i c h
p r o t e c t e d  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a n t s »  When t h e
C h i n e s e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n s ,  t h e y  w e r e  e i t h e r
124s o l d  p r i v a t e l y ,  o r  p u t  up t o  a u c t i o n »  Ev e n  f o r  t h e
C h i n e s e  who w e r e  s t i l l  on b o a r d  s h i p ,  t h e  c a p t a i n  h a d
12 5a l r e a d y  t o r n  up a l l  c o n t r a c t s ,  o r  d i d  as  he  l i k e d »  The
s h i p  S h a m r o c k  h a d  t a k e n  on b o a r d  a n u m b e r  o f  p a s s e n g e r s
f a r  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h a t  w h i c h  was  e i t h e r  l e g a l  o r  s a f e ;
f e a r i n g  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  t h e  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  s h i p  h a d
f o r c e d  a n u m b e r  o f  t h e m on s h o r e ,  when t h e  s h i p  c a l l e d  a t
12 6S i n g a p o r e  on h e r  way t o  A u s t r a l i a »
*  *  *  *  *
The a b o v e  f a c t s  f u r t h e r  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f
C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  was  as  b a d  as  t h a t  o f  t h e  N e g r o e s »
' ¥
J u m p i n g  o v e r b o a r d  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  s h i p s  w e r e  common 
ways  c h o s e n  by  t h e  C h i n e s e  t o  o p p o s e  t h e  t r a p s  t h e y  f e l l  
i n t o  a n d  t h e  i l l - t r e a t m e n t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  T h e y  u s u a l l y  
f o u n d  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  b e t r a y e d  when  t h e  s h i p s  w e r e  a b o u t  t o  
s a i l  o r  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  p o r t s »  At  t h a t  t i m e  t h e i r  
a n g e r  r e a c h e d  a c l i m a x ,  t h e i r  h e a l t h  was  i n  s o u n d  
c o n d i t i o n ,  a n d  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  was  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e i r  
h o m e l a n d .  T h i s  i s  why a l m o s t  a l l  m u t i n i e s  h a p p e n e d  j u s t  a 
f ew d a y s  o u t  a t  s e a »
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3, Shipw re ck
Four ships at least, according to the present study, 
were wrecked while they were engaged for the conveyance of 
Chinese emigrants to their destinations» Two of them were 
bound for Australia and the others for Cuba»
Those for Australia were the Tit an1 a and St» Paul of 
Harve. The Tit an 1 a, a barque, sailed from Macao to Sydney 
in 1852, She was totally lost in the Rob Roy Shoal. Her 
crew were conveyed by the Equator to Singapore; the number 
of Chinese drowned was unknown,^ The St. Paul of Harve, a 
French ship, was bound for Australia from China in 1858 
with three hundred and fifty Chinese on board. While 
passing the eastern tip of New Guinea, she struck a reef. 
The captain and several of the crew took the long boat to 
the Australian coast where natives left them with nothing, 
but their lives were saved. The fate of the rest of the 
crew and all Chinese who had landed without loss after the 
wreck was subsequently ascertained and taken to Sydney by 
a French war steamer, Styx, despatched from New Caledonia.'
The two Cuba bound ships were the Sea Witch and Flora 
Temple. The former was an American clipper from Amoy on 
December 1, 1855, with five hundred Chinese emigrants.
She ran hard and fast on a reef when almost within sight
3of Havana on March 28, 1856, and became a total loss.
The wreck of the latter ship was considered to be the most 
disastrous one in the history of Chinese emigration. The 
Flora Temple, registered 1,915 tons, was one of the 
American clippers, On October 8, 1859 she left Macao for
Havana, with eight hundred and fifty Chinese labourers on 
board. On October 14 the ship ran into a heavy southeast 
gale and struck with a fearful crash. For the next few
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minutes, she pounded heavily on the unknown reef and water 
soon entered the between decks. The captain and the crew 
in the long boat and the starboard quarter-boat, left the 
ship and the wretched emigrants to their fate and made 
sail to the westward. They were lucky to fall in with the 
French squadron. The request of the captain of the 
wrecked ship to send a ship to rescue was at once complied 
with. When they returned to the scene of the wreck, the 
reef was sighted, but no remnant of the ship and no 
Chinese could be seen. The position of the reef was 
reckoned to be 10° 19* N, 113° 30' E. Nothing further was
4ever heard of the boat and the Chinese.
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CHAPTER VIII
CHINESE EMIGRATION TO AUSTRALIA
1. Chinese Arriving in Australia before 1851
Transportation of convicts to New South Wales (Port
Phillip and Moreton Bay districts were then part of the
colony) ceased by an Order-in-Counci 1 of May 22 , 1840 ^ and
the gold on Summer Hill Creek, New South Wales, was first
2washed out by Edward Hargraves on February 12, 1851.
Between 1840 and 1851, the shortage of labourers had so
affected wool production as to threaten the general
prosperity of New South Wales; squatters could not help
turning to Asia for labourers. But the East India Company,
vested with authority by British law, blocked the natives
3of India from entering into contracts to go abroad. 
Consequently, the Chinese were chosen by the Australian 
capitalists.
As early as 1828, H.R. Hartley, Commandant of the 
Fifty-seventh Regiment, suggested the import of Chinese4to settle Melville Island, and at almost the same time, 
E.G. Wakefield proposed to establish a free bridge between 
the Australian colonies and over-peopled China to meet 
Australian needs,^ From then on the demand for labourers 
continued. On August 7, 1838, Governor Gipps, in his
letter to the Legislative Council, referred to a petition 
addressed to him adopted by a public meeting held on May 
25, 1838, expressing regret at the introduction of
mechanics having large families of children, who were far 
less urgently required than farm labourers and shepherds, 
and praying for the adoption of prompt and energetic
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m e a s u r e s  f o r  s e c u r i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
p o s s i b l e  n u m b e r  o f  s u c h  l a b o u r e r s  a s  w e r e  p e c u l i a r l y  f i t t e d  
f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  p a s t o r a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  Thomas  W a l k e r ,  
a m e r c h a n t  i n  S y d n e y  a n d  a p r o p r i e t o r  o f  c o l o n i a l  l a n d ,  
s h e e p  a n d  c a t t l e ,  i n  h i s  e v i d e n c e  on A u g u s t  2 0 ,  1 8 3 8 ,
m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  i m m i g r a t i o n  s h o u l d  be  v e r y  
g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  me e t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  d e m a n d ,  
b u t  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  v e r y  g r e a t  d e p r e c i a t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y  i n  
New S o u t h  W a l e s .  I n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  i n c l i n a t i o n ,  he  
c o n t i n u e d ,  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  e l e v e n  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  
h a d  s e n t  f o r  one  t h o u s a n d  t wo h u n d r e d  a n d  t h r e e  C h i n e s e
7
and  c o o l i e s  f r o m  I n d i a  a t  t h e i r  own e x p e n s e .
On May 7,  1 8 4 0 ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  C h a r l e s  B u l l e r ,  i n  a s p e e c h ,  c o m p l a i n e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  c o n v i c t s  t r a n s p o r t e d  i n  
e a c h  y e a r ,  w h i l e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  f r e e  e m i g r a n t s  h a d  a m o u n t e d  
t o  t e n  t h o u s a n d s  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  l a s t  t wo y e a r s ,  s o  t h a t ,  
i n  f a c t ,  New S o u t h  Wa l e s  s h o u l d  l o o k  t o  f r e e  e m i g r a n t s  f o r  
t h e  s u p p l y  o f  l a b o u r e r s ,  a n d  e v e n  t h i s  s u p p l y  was  n o t  
s u f f i c i e n t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e  d e f i c i e n c y  w h i c h  was 
f e l t ,  he  c o n t i n u e d ,  a l l  k i n d s  o f  s c h e m e s  h a d  b e e n  d e v i s e d  
a n d  he  h a d  s e e n  i n  o n e  p a p e r  t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  t o  
i m p o r t  l a b o u r e r s  f r o m  I n d i a ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  h a d  s u g g e s t e d
g
t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  i n t o  t h e  c o l o n y .  I n  
1841  a c ompa ny  i n  S y d n e y ,  t o  me e t  t h e i r  own n e e d s ,  
p r o p o s e d  t o  e m p l o y  C h i n e s e  a s  s h e p h e r d s  u n d e r  t h e i r  own 
c o u n t r y m e n  a n d  t o o k  a c t i o n  i n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  a 
g e n t l e m a n  i n  C h i n a  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  b u t  t h e  Opi um Wa r ,
9
1 8 4 0 - 1 8 4 2 ,  b r o k e  o u t  a n d  p u t  an e n d  t o  t h i s  n e g o t i a t i o n .  
More  p e t i t i o n s  a s k i n g  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  
i m p o r t  A s i a t i c  l a b o u r e r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  w e r e  
s u b m i t t e d  by  s q u a t t e r s  i n  t h e  n e x t  f ew y e a r s . ^
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Though the labour problem was serious and the demand
for Chinese labourers was so urgent, the authorities both
in England and in New South Wales had a different view from
the squatters. In 1837 the Committee on Immigration
recommended that the public should bear part of the cost of
introducing Asiatic labourers between the ages of eighteen
and thirty; but this proposal was not accepted by the
British government,^  In New South Wales Governor Gipps
was strongly opposing the introduction of Asiatic
labourers. He considered that the result of the
introduction of Asiatic labourers might create problems in
the colony, so he refused to support any application to the
home government for the repeal of the order prohibiting the
1 2embarkation of Asiatic labourers for New South Wales,
1 3After receiving petitions from the squatters, he still 
kept his stand, but left the door slightly open. In his 
despatch to Lord Stanley, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, on March 27, 1843, Governor Gipps said that there 
was nothing in the law to prevent the introduction of 
Asiatic labourers into the colony by individuals, but their 
importation was not encouraged by the government, unless 
the want of labourers should be felt more heavily than it 
ever yet had been, and that no assistance from the public
14fund was to be given for the purpose of introducing them. 
The home government shared the same view as Gipps, 
Commenting on a memorial of the Association for Obtaining 
Permission to Import Coolies, or other Labourers from 
India, forwarded by Gipps in 1843, Lord Stanley said that 
the British Government refused to be parties to the 
appropriation of any part of the revenue of New South Wales
to the expense of introducing Asiatic labourers into that
, 15colony.
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In  1845 t h e  r e c r u i t i n g  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  c e a s e d  o wi n g  t o
l a c k  o f  mo n e y ,  v e r y  f ew E u r o p e a n  i m m i g r a n t s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e
e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  m  t h a t  y e a r ,  a n d  no  mo r e  i n  1846
a n d  1 8 4 7 ,  The n e e d  o f  p a s t o r a l  l a b o u r  was  k e e n l y  f e l t
d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p r i c e s  o f
wo o l  made b o i l i n g  down o f  s h e e p  u n n e c e s s a r y , ^  When t h e
c a p i t a l i s t s  a g a i n  r e p e a t e d  t h e i r  d e ma n d s  m  1 8 4 8 ,  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e p l y  was  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  e x p r e s s e d
e a r l i e r  by  G o v e r n o r  G i p p s ,  t h a t  no  p a r t  o f  t h e  l a n d
r e v e n u e  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g
A s i a t i c  l a b o u r e r s ,  b u t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  n o t  o b j e c t  t o
t h e i r  i m p o r t a t i o n ,  i f  t h e  w h o l e  e x p e n s e  was  b o r n e  by  t h e
1 7c a p i t a l i s t s  c o n c e r n e d .  I n  t h e  p a s t  f ew y e a r s  t h e
s q u a t t e r s  h a d  a l r e a d y  t r i e d  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  E u r o p e a n  a g e n t s
a t  Amoy f o r  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  a f t e r  t h e  home g o v e r n m e n t
a p p r o v e d  C a p t a i n  M c A r t h u r ' s  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  s e c u r i n g  C h i n e s e
1 8t o  s e t t l e  i n  P o r t  E s s i n g t o n .  The a n n o u n c m e n t  o f  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  new p o l i c y "  o n l y  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  s q u a t t e r s  t o  
p u t  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  i n t o  a c t i o n .
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a c o n s i g n m e n t  o f  one  h u n d r e d  a nd  t w e n t y
C h i n e s e  f r o m  Amoy t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  J .  T a i t ,  a B r i t i s h
s u b j e c t  a n d  l e a d i n g  a g e n t  f o r  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  a t  Amoy,
19a r r i v e d  i n  New S o u t h  W a l e s .  The v e s s e l  was  t h e  N i m r o d ,
a t wo h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y - f o u r  t o n s  b a r q u e ;  s h e  l e f t  Amoy
on J u l y  7 ,  1 8 4 8 ,  a r r i v i n g  a t  S y d n e y  on O c t o b e r  2 ,  1 8 4 8 ,
and  l e f t  a g a i n  w i t h  f i f t y - s i x  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  f o r
2 0M o r e t o n  Bay on N o v e m b e r  16 ,  1 8 4 8 .  Fr om t h e n  u n t i l
1 8 5 4 ,  R o b e r t  Towns  a l o n e ,  a m a g i s t r a t e  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y
a n d  a p r o p r i e t o r ,  e n g a g e d  i n  s h e e p  f a r m i n g ,  b r o u g h t  e i g h t
2 1s h i p s  o f  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  t o  New S o u t h  Wa l e s  f r o m  Amoy.
T h e s e  C h i n e s e  a p p a r e n t l y  e a s e d  t h e  l a b o u r  p r o b l e m .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  home g o v e r n m e n t  s t i l l  w a n t e d  t o  s t o p  s u c h  a
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2 2trade, but Governor Fitzroy could do nothing to prevent
the movement. In 1849 the home government finally agreed
2 3to allow the introduction of Chinese from Amoy, After
1848 Chinese labourer ships came to New South Wales one
after another Moreton Bay was arranged by the government
2 4as the centre of Chinese immigrants in 1850, C, Lawless, 
of Brisbane, described the scene m  1849 to Mrs, Pyne at 
Woodview, Cloyne, Ireland, after the Chinese arrived. He 
said:
This colony will suffer severely this year from 
the low price of wool last year. Many of the 
settlers are bringing Chinese from Hong Kong to 
prevent absolute r u i n . ^
In Port Phillip, toward the end of 1848, a number of
Chinese and Indians were imported from Singapore by the
2 6Malay Immigration Society at Geelong, In her letter to
her sister Jane, July 10, 1849, Miss Ann Lewis, of
Geelong, also mentioned that a gentleman called Johnson
sailed to Singapore and brought a ship full of Chinese to
2 7act as servants to the squatters, Neither of these two
sources indicated the name of the ship or the number of
Chinese, The Shipping Gazette and Sydney General Trade
List records a ship named Phillip L a m g  arriving at Port
Phillip on December 9, 1848, and bringing one hundred and
twenty-three Chinese, eight Malays, eighty-five male and
2 8one female Klings under the charge of Dr, Johnson, 
Apparently the ship was the Phillip Laing,
Between 1849 and 1851, exghr ships from China with
nine hundred and seventy-four Chinese arrived at Sydney, 29
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Name of Ship Por t  of Date of Depar tu re Date of A r r iv a l
M
-lOO
S
D epar tu re Chines
Nimrod Amoy Ju ly 7, 1848 Oct.  2, 1848 120
London Hong Kong Nov . 25, 1848 Feb. 22, 1849 149
J u l i a  Percy Hong Kong J u ly 3, 1849 Oct.  1, 1849 6
Cadet Amoy Nov. 4, 1849 Apr. 23, 1850 138
G aze l le Amoy Feb. 24, 1850 May 14, 1850 131
Duke of
Roxburgh Amoy Nov . 8, 1850 Feb. 6, 1851 242
Arabia Amoy O c t . 1, 1851 Dec. 21, 1851 179
Regia Shanghai Oct . 17, 1851 Dec 26, 1851 9
T o ta l  974
A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  a b o v e  l i s t ,  b o t h  H o b a r t  Town a n d  M o r e t o n  Bay
r e c e i v e d  one  s h i p m e n t  o f  C h i n e s e  f r o m C h i n a :  t h e  M a r i n e r
w i t h  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  n i n e t y - t h r e e  C h i n e s e  t o  H o b a r t  Town
on A p r i l  9 ,  1 8 5 1 ,  a n d  t h e  Duke o f  R o x b u r g h  w i t h  two h u n d r e d
a n d  t w e n t y - f i v e  C h i n e s e  t o  M o r e t o n  Bay on November 9,
301 8 5 1 .  B e f o r e  t h e  N i m r o d , a f ew C h i n e s e  h a d  a l r e a d y
s e t t l e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  Th e y  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  A u s t r a l i a  as  
a r t i s a n s ,  s e r v a n t s  a n d  l a b o u r e r s ,  b u t  we do n o t  know o f  
any  C h i n e s e  i m p o r t e d  t o  A u s t r a l i a  i n  g r o u p s  b e f o r e  1 8 4 8 .
The  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  s h o ws  C h i n e s e  i n  A u s t r a l i a  b e t w e e n  1827 
a n d  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f t h e  N i m r o d .
a - 182 7, Que ng  a n d  T c h i o u ,  c a b i n e t  m a k e r s  i n
3 1S y d n e y ,  e m p l o y e d  by J o h n  Dunmor e  La n g ,
b ,  18 3 6 .  J o h n  A c q u ,  o f  M e l b o u r n e ,  a c a b i n e t  m a k e r ,
a r r i v e d  a t  M e l b o u r n e  i n  1836 a n d  was
32n a t u r a l i z e d  i n  1856 ,
c ,  18 3 8 ,  J o h n  A f f o o ,  o f  M e l b o u r n e ,  a d i g g e r ,  
a r r i v e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  i n  1838  a n d  was 
n a t u r a l i z e d  i n  1 8 5 7 . ^
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d, 1838 
e- 1842.
f. 1842.
g. 1843.
h. 1844.
i. 1847.
j. 1848. 
Ac cording
A Chinese was buried in the Old
34Cemetery, Melbourne, in 1838.
Green, owner of Cricketers’ Arms,
Pitt Street, Sydney, imported two 
Chinese as house servants in his
, 35tavern.
Tin Sang, who tendered for the making 
of office furniture for the Custom 
House, Adelaide, in 1842.^
Wang Ah Hae, of Melbourne, a carpenter, 
arrived in Melbourne in 1843 and was 
naturalized in 1854,
John Alloo, of Melbourne, a storekeeper, 
arrived at Sydney m  1844, left Sydney 
for Victoria in 1852, and was
7 O
naturalized in 1856.
John A Hong Boney, of Castlemame,
Victoria, a Chinese headman, arrived at
Swan River, Western Australia, from
Singapore in 1847, from thence to
Adelaide in 1854, and left Adelaide for
Melbourne in the same year, was
39naturalized in 1859,
London, barque, with seven Chinese, left 
Hong Kong via Manila, arrived at Sydney 
on March 16, 1848. ^
to the above mentioned records ending
December 31, 1851, there were at least 1,733 Chinese in
Aus t ra 11 a :
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B e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l o f  t h e  N i m r o d 18
1848 ( 1 2 0  + 123) 243
1849 ( 14 9  + 6) 155
1850 ( 1 3 8  + 131) 269
1851 ( 242  + 393 + 179 + 9 + 225 ) 1 , 0 4 8
T o t a l  1 , 7 3 3
The n u m b e r s  o f  C h i n e s e  a n d  s h i p s  w h i c h  l e f t  Amoy f o r  
New S o u t h  W a l e s  b e t w e e n  1848 a n d  1851  a p p e a r i n g  i n  The 
S h i p p i n g  G a z e t t e  a n d  S y d n e y  G e n e r a l  T r a d e  L i s t  a r e :  ^
Name of Ship Date of  Depar tu re Por t  of Date of  A r r i v a l No. of
A r r i v a l Chinese
Nimrod J u l y  7, 1848 Sydney O c t . 2, 1848 120
Cadet Nov, 4,  1849 Sydney Apr . 23, 1850 138
Gaze l l e Feb,  24, 1850 Sydney May 14, 1850 131
Duke of
Roxburgh Nov. 8,  1850 Sydney Feb , 6,  1851 242
Duke of Moreton
Roxburgh Aug. 16, 1851 Bay Nov <, 9, 1851 225
Ganges Nov. 14, 1851 Sydney J a n . 26, 1852 213
Arabia Oct .  1, 1851 Sydney Dec., 21, 1851 179
Statesman Nov. 22, 1851 Sydney Feb, , 20, 1852 180
General
Palmer Oct .  15, 1851 Sydney F e b ,. 16, 1852 264
Amazon Dec. 12, 1851 Sydney Mar . 17, 1852 290
Tot a l 1,982
I f  t h e y  a r e b r o k e n  down by  y e a r s ,  t h e f i g u r e s  w i l l b e :
1848 120 ( N i m r o d )
1849 138 ( C a d e t )
1850 373 ( G a z e l l e 1 3 1 ,  Duke o f R o x b u r g h 242)
185 1 1 , 3 5 1  ( Duke o f R o x b u r g h 225 , G a n g e s 2 13 ,
A r a b i a 1 7 9 ,  S t a t e s m a n  1 8 0 ,  G e n e r a l  
P a l m e r  264  , Amazon 2 9 0 ) ,
T o t a l  1 , 9 8 2
The n u m b e r s  o f  C h i n e s e  s h i p p e d  t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  as 
c a l c u l a t e d  by  B r i t i s h  c o n s u l s ,  w e r e  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  a b o v e  
m e n t i o n e d  f i g u r e s .  B e f o r e  1 8 5 2 ,  C h a r l e s  A, W i n c h e s t e r ,  o f  
t h e  B r i t i s h  C o n s u l a t e  a t  Amoy,  s a i d ,  a t o t a l  o f  2 , 6 6 6
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Chinese had been sent to Australia 42 Later J. Backhouse,
Acting British Consul at Amoy, reported that the number of
4 3Chinese engaged for Australia between 1848 and 1851 were:
1848
1849
1850 
185 1
120
280
422
1,438
Total 2 , 260
The official report of the Colonial Secretary's Office
of New South Wales showing the distribution of Chinese in
44Australia between 1839 and 1851 was:
1 839 1
1840 9
1848 133
1849 386
1 850 8
1851 7
Total 544 Chinese
Comparing the above three statistics, we can be sure the 
numbers of Chinese arriving in Australia before 1851 were 
much more than those figures given by the Colonial 
Secretary's Office of New South Wales.
2 » Chinese Arriving in Australia after 1851
The discovery of gold in New South Wales and Victoria 
in 1851 stimulated capitalists to import more contract 
labourers for their benefit. More ships were engaged to 
bring Chinese labourers from Chinese ports and Singapore, 
Inevitably, at the same time, the news of gold spread all 
over the southern part of China and attracted many 
farmers, artisans, hawkers, storekeepers, merchants, etc., 
who poured into Australia either by credit-ticket or on 
their own account.
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A Hong Kong newspaper described the rush scene:
It is there said that emigration to California, 
notwithstanding the immense numbers who have 
already crowded thither, is still on the increase; 
that no fewer than 12,000 Chinese in Canton and 
Hong Kong are waiting shipment to San Francisco, 
while the departure since the 1st January last 
[1854] may be safely estimated at 5,500; that, 
within the last three months [January, February, 
March, 1854], upwards of 2,100 have departed for 
Melbourne, thus showing what attention Australia 
is exciting, among the Chinese; that Chinese 
passage brokers, being under such heavy 
engagements to find passages, are driven to the 
utmost straits, so that European ships condemned 
years ago as unfit to carry cargo are readily 
purchased at enormously high prices and fitted 
out for passages.!
Governor Bowring reported that during eleven months
ending September 30, 1855, 10,467 Chinese had left Hong
2Kong for Australia. According to the British Emigration 
Board, between 1855 and 1867, the number of Chinese who
3went to Australia was 62,147. The Harbour Master of Hong
Kong reported that Chinese going to Australia from 1861 to
41866 were as follows:
1861 2,809
1862 979
1863 352
1864 859
1865 994
1866 ________ 1,148
Total 7,141 (48 male children)
In Australia, the rush scene of the Chinese was the 
same as that in Hong Kong. Charles Hotham, Governor of 
Victoria, reported:
Since the period to which I refer, the inroad, 
for I can call it nothing else, - of the 
Chinese - has increased to an alarming extent.^
(10 male children) 
( 2 male chi ldren) 
( 4 male children) 
( 8 male children) 
(24 male children)
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No official record of the numbers of Chinese arriving 
either in New South Wales before 1856, or in Victoria 
before 1854, can be found, Only T,A. Coghlan mentions 
that between 1854 and 1856 about two thousand Chinese were 
brought into New South Wales.^ The census of March, 1854, 
showed that there were about two thousand Chinese in
7Victoria. According to The Shipping Gazette and Sydney 
General Trade List, the numbers of Chinese arrived in New 
South Wales before 1856 and in Victoria before 1854 were 
as follows:^
New South Wales Victoria
1852-1853 1,619 1852-1853 129
1854 34
1855 _____________ 29_5_
Total 1,948
The numbers of Chinese entering and leaving New South
9Wales between 1856 and 1896 were well kept. The great 
year for Chinese entering New South Wales was 1858. A 
total of 12,396 Chinese arrived. The great year for 
Chinese leaving New South Wales was 1887, one year before 
the Intercolonial Conference held in Sydney, a total of 
2,773 Chinese being recorded. After the restrictive 
legislation of 1888 was passed, only seven Chinese arrived 
in 1889.
In Victoria the records of arrivals and departures 
of Chinese were incomplete,^ The highest number of 
Chinese arriving in Victoria in a year was 11,493 in 1855. 
This caused the Victorian government to pass a restrictive 
act of 1855 to limit the entry of Chinese. After that, 
the number of arrivals sharply dropped and the number of 
departures gradually increased. Two years later, in 1857, 
the number of Chinese leaving Victoria reached the highest
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figure of 3,495„ The abolition of poll- tax in 1865 an d
the proposal to reimpose the p o l l-tax in 1881 stimulated
the arrivals of Chinese, which increased to 1,085 and
1,348 r e s p e c t i v e l y . The number of arrivals dropped again
in 1888, because a new restriction was imposed on them,
The numbers of Chinese in Australian colonies
according to the censuses of 1861, 1871, 1881 and 1891
were as follows:
1861 1871 1881 1 89 1
Victoria 24,732 17,935 12,128 9, 377
New South Wales 12 ,988 7,220 10,205 14,156
Queens 1 and 538 3,305 11,229 8,5 74
South Australia 40 ? 4,151 3,997
(including the
Northern Territory)
Western Australia ? ? 145 9 17
Tasmania ? ? 844 1,056
Total 38,2 98 28,460 38,702 38,077
These Chinese were dominantly males The
distribution of males and females of the Chinese in
Australia b e t ween 1881 and 1891 is shown in the following
t a b l e : 12
Name of Total Number Males Females
Colony of Chinese
1881 1891 1881 1891 1881 1 89 1
Victoria 12,128 9 ,377 11 , 869 8,722 259 605
New South
Wales 10,205 14,156 10,141 13,555 64 601
Q u e e nsland 11,229 8,574 11,206 8,527 23 47
S outh
Aus tralia 4,151 3,997 4,146 3,926 5 71
Western
Aus tralia 145 917 145 912 5
Tasmania 844 1,056 842 993 2 63
Total 38,702 38,077 38,349 36,635 353 1 ,392
2 33
The percentages of Chinese of the total population of 
New South Wales and Victoria were as follows:
Chinese in New South Wales, 1851-1891
Year Males Females Total Total Percentage
Chinese Population of Chinese
185 1- 1 3(Es timated)56 2,000
1857
1858
1859
1860 
1861 12,986 2 12,988 350,860 3 . 70)
1871 7,208 12 7,220 503,981 1 - 43)14 
1 . 36)1881 10,141 64 10,205 75 1,468
1891 13,555 60 1 14, 156 1 , 132,234 1 . 25)
Chinese in Victoria, 1854 -1891
Year Mai e s F emales Total Total Percent age
Chinese Population of Chinese
1854 2,000 (Es timated)^ ^
1 857 25,421 3 25,42416 420,766 6 .4)
186 1 24,724 8 24,732 540,322 4.6)
1871 17,899 36 17,935 731,518 2.4) 17
1881 11,869 259 12,128 862,346 1.4)
189 1 8,772 605 9,377 1 , 140,405 . 8)
The above statistics show that a large number of 
Chinese poured into Australia, as did European diggers, 
after the discovery of gold. Consequently, the Victorian 
Parliament first passed an act to restrict the immigration 
of Chinese, then the South Australian, New South Wales and 
Queensland Parliaments followed. The numbers of Chinese 
arriving were reduced immediately after these restrictions, 
but increased again in the later years. This led to an 
intercolonial conference held at Sydney imposing stricter
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limitations upon the Chinese. The Chinese were not 
virtually halted until 1888 when the second intercolonial 
conference was held.
3. Procedures for Chinese entering Australia
The first ship-load of one hundred and twenty Chinese
labourers by the Nimrod arrived at Sydney on October 2,
1848. After landing sixty-four Chinese at Sydney, she
left for Moreton Bay with fifty-six Chinese on November 16,
1848,^  Moreton Bay was a new settlement at that time and
had no free emigration directed to it. By 1852 about one
2thousand Chinese labourers had been working there. Most 
Chinese labourers brought to Sydney were reshipped to 
Moreton Bay and handed over to their masters; a few vessels
3directly came to Moreton Bay, too. In 1850 the New South 
Wales Government arranged that emigrants from China were to 
be sent and accommodated at Moreton Bay temporarily until 
they found their masters. To meet this demand, a depot
4was erected at Moreton Bay.
Before 1852 two shipments at least were reshipped to 
Melbourne from Sydney.^ The first vessel on record 
carrying Chinese labourers to Victoria was the Phillip 
Laing. She was despatched by the Malay Immigration 
Society formed at Geelong and brought back one hundred and 
twenty-three Chinese labourers from Singapore m  1848.^
7This scheme had been carried on for a considerable time.
Chinese labourers brought to Victoria from China were 
generally landed at Melbourne. In 1853, as P. Just 
described, the first detachment of Chinese gold seekers 
landed, and pitched their tents on the south bank of the
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river Yarra Yarra, or a little below the Princes Bridge, 
Here they made their arrangement for marching into theg
interior in order to participate in the diggings.
In 1855 an act to make provisions for Chinese 9immigration was passed by the Victorian Parliament, 
According to this act, the number of Chinese that could be 
brought in any vessel was limited to one for every ten 
tons of the registered tonnage, and a capitation fee of ten 
pounds was imposed, for the payment of which the captain 
was made responsible. Power was also given to the 
governor to levy a sum from Chinese residents for the 
payment of the officers employed in carrying out the act,
In order to avoid the capitation fee of ten pounds, 
the brokers of Chinese immigration and captains of Chinese 
immigration ships arranged to land Chinese at Guichen Bay 
(Robe), two hundred and seventeen miles by road from
Adelaide, then led them across the border entering the
V ic. J-o f io-n i oV i -c t i a gold fields. The scene of the Chinese making 
their way over-land to Victoria, as seen by T. Chandler, 
was :
I met between six and seven hundred coming 
overland from Adelaide. They had four wagons 
carrying their sick, lame, and provisions.
They were all walking single file, each one with 
a pole and two baskets. They stretched for over 
two miles in procession, I was half an hour 
passing them.1 1
These Chinese were generally poor agricultural labourers. 
They could neither read nor write and certainly did not 
know a place called Guichen Bay from which they could 
walk to the gold fields. It was unjust to these Chinese 
if they were criticised for evading the law of Victoria. 
The Governor of Victoria, Henry Barkly, had proved this
2 3 6
p o i n t  a nd  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  m a s t e r s  o f  v e s s e l s  w e r e  e v a d i n g  t h e
p e n a l t y  by l a n d i n g  t h e i r  p a s s e n g e r s  i n  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a ,  and
t h e n  s a i l i n g  b a c k  t o  M e l b o u r n e  t o  l a n d  t h e i r  c a r g o e s  i n  
1 2t h a t  p o r t .
H o w e v e r ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  m o n t h s  o f  1857 a l o n e ,  no
f e w e r  t h a n  1 4 , 4 8 7  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  l a n d e d  a t  G u i c h e n  
1 3Bay .  I n  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  C h i n e s e  f r o m S o u t h
A u s t r a l i a ,  H e n r y  B a r k l y  a d d r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r
o f  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a ,  S i r  R i c h a r d  M a c D o n n e l l ,  t o  s e c u r e  t h e
c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  c h e c k i n g
14t h e  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  a t  G u i c h e n  Ba y .  An a c t  s i m i l a r  
t o  t h a t  o f  V i c t o r i a  was  t h e r e f o r e  p a s s e d  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
o f  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a  i n  1 857. '*"^ A f t e r  t h i s  a c t  came i n t o  
f o r c e ,  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a  was  no  l o n g e r  t o  be  u s e d  by  t h e  
C h i n e s e  as  t h e  c o r r i d o r  t o  V i c t o r i a .  F o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  
c e n s u s  o f  1861  s h o w e d  t h a t  o u t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f
1 2 7 . 0 0 0  i n  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a ,  o n l y  f o r t y  C h i n e s e  w e r e
16 17r e c o r d e d .  T h i s  a c t  was  f i n a l l y  r e p e a l e d  i n  1 8 6 1 ,  a n d
f o r  t h e  n e x t  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  u n t i l  t h e  a c t  o f  1881 was
p a s s e d ,  C h i n e s e  w e r e  f r e e  t o  go t o  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a .
I n  V i c t o r i a ,  b e c a u s e  o f  Ac t  No.  39 o f  1855 n o t  h a v i n g
e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e v e n t e d  C h i n e s e  f r o m  c o m i n g ,  a l a r g e  n u m b e r
o f  C h i n e s e  h a d  e n t e r e d  t h e  g o l d  f i e l d s .  At  t h e  c e n s u s  o f
1 8 5 7 ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  n u m b e r e d  2 5 , 4 2 4 ,  o f  whom mo r e  t h a n
1 82 0 . 0 0 0  w e r e  d i g g e r s .  Bu t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r s  b e t w e e n
C h i n e s e  a n d  E u r o p e a n s  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  e r e d i t - t i e k e t
s y s t e m  o f  e m i g r a t i o n  h a d  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  C h i n e s e  f r o m  t h e
E u r o p e a n s .  M i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo  p e o p l e s
i n e v i t a b l y  d e v e l o p e d .  U n d e r  s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  a n t i -
19C h i n e s e  f e e l i n g  was  g r a d u a l l y  f o s t e r e d  a n d  r i o t s  f i n a l l y
2 0b r o k e  o u t  a t  B u c k l a n d  R i v e r  on J u l y  4 ,  1 8 5 7 .
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In order to repress the influx of Chinese, the
Victorian government then introduced further legislation,
Act No. 41 of 1857, to collect a licence fee of one pound
every two months from every Chinese, not being a natural
born or naturalized British subject, who resided in
Victoria and reached the age of twelve years, in addition
2 1to the poll-tax of ten pounds.
The acts of 1855 and 1857 were repealed by Act No. 80
of 1859 which enacted that every Chinese immigrant
should pay the sum of ten pounds on arrival in Victoria in
any ship, or forty pounds on arrival by any other means
than by ship; and the residence fee was changed to four 
2 2pounds a year,
In 1859 it was estimated that there were 42,000 
2 3Chinese in Victoria, but the census of 1861 showed the
24number of Chinese reduced to 24,732. The decreasing
number of Chinese led in 1862 to the abolition of the 
2 5residence fee, and the poll-tax was suspended a year 
later for the term of two years on an experimental
o z: 9 7basis, but reimposed by Act No. 200 of 1864. The
2 8act of 1865 finally abolished the poll-tax, which was 
not renewed until 1881.
In New South Wales, there were 1,806 Chinese in the
Moreton Bay district in March, 1856. The number of
Chinese in New South Wales in 1861 was 12,980, and most of
29them were engaged in gold mining. At the beginning of
1858, the New South Wales government introduced a bill to
limit the number of Chinese entering New South Wales to the
rate of one for every two tons of the ship's tonnage and
impose an entrance fee of four pounds per head. This bill
was passed through the Legislative Assembly, but rejected 
30by the Council,
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Between 1858 and 1861, though no action was taken by
the legislative body, the feeling against Chinese labourers
on gold fields among the Europeans was continuously 
3 1prevalent. This attitude at last led to a mob of
European rioters attacking Chinese at Lambing Flat (Young)
32for several months in 1861, The Premier of New South
Wales, Charles Cowper, therefore introduced a bill in
33September, 1861, It became law on November 27 and
provided that no vessel was allowed to carry more than one
Chinese for every ten tons of the ship’s tonnage, under a
penalty of ten pounds imposed upon the owner, master or
charterer, for each Chinese passenger in excess. There was
also a poll-tax to be paid by each Chinese landing; the
like sum to be paid by or for every Chinese arriving in New
South Wales other than by any vessel. The above act was
34repealed in 1867, and from that date until the end of 
1881, Chinese were admitted free into New South Wales,
In 1879, following the seamen's strike, Premier Sir 
Henry Parkes introduced a bill which required every 
Chinese arriving by sea or land in New South Wales to pay 
a poll-tax of ten pounds, This bill was passed in the 
Legislative Assembly, but rejected on its second reading 
in the Council. No further action was taken by the 
Government„^
According to the Census, the number of Chinese in
Queensland in 1861 was only 538 and increased to 3,305 
3 6in 1871. The discovery of gold at the Palmer River in
3 7 3 81873 and at Hodgkinson in 1876 stimulated the
interest of Chinese emigrants from Hong Kong, By the end
of 1876, the number of Chinese on gold fields reached the 
39mark of 9,146. A bill attempting to impose upon the 
Asiatic and African emigrants a heavy licence fee to mine
:g*^ Ä ü y l
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or to carry on business on Queensland gold fields was
introduced. This bill was passed in both houses, but
reserved by Governor William Cairns for imperial assent and
4 0vetoed by the British Government. A year later a bill
with similar provisions was again introduced. This bill
was assented to by Governor Arthur Kennedy on August 20,
4 11877. The main provisions of this act were that no 
ship might bring to Queensland more Chinese than in the 
proportion of one for every ten tons of registered 
tonnage, that every Chinese on arrival in Queensland was 
required to pay the sum of ten pounds which was to be 
returned to him if within three years from the date of 
his arrival he left the colony, and proved that he had not 
in the meantime been confined in a gaol after conviction 
of an offence, that he had paid all fines and penalties 
imposed on him, and that he had not been the cause of any 
charge to the colony as a patient in a hospital or
i 42as y 1 urn .
In the year 1878 the last mentioned act was repealed
and replaced by the Gold Field Act Amendment Act. It
provided that the Chinese were not to be allowed to mine
on gold fields until after the expiration of three years
from the date of their first proclamation, unless the
gold field had been discovered by an Asiatic or African 
«. 43immig rant.
Cooktown became an important city in North Queensland
because of the discovery of gold on the Palmer River.
Before entering the gold fields, diggers from the south
or from overseas usually stayed at Cooktown first. The
Chinese diggers arrived at Cooktown either by Torres
Strait mail steamers or by emigrant vessels. According
to the estimate made by the Queensland government the
4 4Chinese population dominated Cooktown in 1876.
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After the first Intercolonial Trades Union Congress,
held at Sydney in 1 8 79 , passed a resolution unanimously
condemning any importation of Chinese labourers, the
workers began to realise something of the power they could
45possess by intercolonial co-operation In addition the
people in the colonies feared that there would be an
increasing immigration into Australia, because a treaty had
been made on November 17, 1880,between China and the
United States for the purpose of limiting or suspending the
46coming of Chinese labourers to the United States» There
was also a growing fear of the introduction of diseases
through Asiatic immigrants» Between 1876 and 1881 a
number of cases of small-pox were brought into Australia
by Chinese immigrants» In addition to the above disease,
leprosy was also found to be carried by Chinese in Sydney
47as well as in Queensland
These factors helped to push uniform 
legislation introduced into Australian colonies» Through 
Sir Henry Parkes* effort, the Intercolonial Conference was 
held in Melbourne in November, 1880, and adopted the 
following resolution with reserving opinion by the 
representatives of South Australia:
That in the opinion of this conference the grave 
consequences which must follow the influx of 
large numbers of Chinese call, in a special 
manner, for the concerted action of all the 
colonies both m  representations to the Imperial 
Government and in local legislation»
The conference was adjourned during the Christmas holidays 
and met again in Sydney in January, 1881 „ The Chinese 
question became more serious at that time, because the 
government of Western Australia had declared its intention 
of introducing Chinese lab outers into that colony at the
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p u b l i c  e x p e n s e  A r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t
p r o t e s t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  p r o j e c t  was s i g n e d
by  a l l  me mb e r s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  e x c e p t  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
48o f  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a
The l e g i s l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  by t h e  c o l o n i e s  a f t e r  t h e
c o n f e r e n c e  was  n o t  q u i t e  u n i f o r m  In New S o u t h  Wa l e s *  t h e
b i l l  i n t r o d u c e d  by  P a i k e s  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  v e s s e l s  c a r r y i n g
C h i n e s e  p a s s e n g e r s  w e r e  t o  u n d e r g o  a q u a r a n t i n e  o f  t w e n t y -
one  d a y s ,  t h a t  o n l y  one  C h i n e s e  was t o  be c a r r i e d  f o r  e a c h
one  h u n d r e d  t o n s  o f  t h e  s h i p ' s  t o n n a g e ,  a nd  t h a t  a p o l l -
t a x  o f  t w e n t y  p o u n d s  was t o  be  p a i d  by e v e r y  C h i n e s e
e n t e r i n g  New S o u t h  Wa l e s  by s e a  o r  l a n d  I f  a C h i n e s e
c o u l d  s a t i s f y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  he  was a t  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f
t h e  a c t  a b o n a  f i d e  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c o l o n y ,  a n d  t h a t  he
d e s i r e d  t o  l e a v e  i t  f o r  a t e m p o r a r y  p u r p o s e  o n l y ,  he  c o u l d
o b t a i n  a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s .
C h i n e s e  who w e r e  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s ,  a n d  t h o s e  who w e r e  d u l y
a c c r e d i t e d  e i t h e r  by t h e  C h i n e s e  o r  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ,
a n d  t h o s e  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  c r e w o f  a v e s s e l  w e r e  e x p r e s s l y
e x e m p t ,  T h i s  b i l l  was  a c c e p t e d  by b o t h  h o u s e s  w i t h  m i n o r
49a me n d me n t  on D e c e m b e r  6 ,  1 8 8 1 ,
The V i c t o r i a n  P a r l i a m e n t  p a s s e d  a b i l l  on D e c e m b e r  2 4 ,  
1 8 8 1 ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  a c t  o f  New S o u t h  W a l e s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  
t h e  sum o f  t h e  p o l l - t a x  i n  V i c t o r i a  r e m a i n e d  t e n  p o u n d s  
f o r  e v e r y  C h i n e s e  who a r r i v e d  by s e a  ^
Ac t  No,  213 o f  1 8 8 i  p a s s e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a  
P a r l i a m e n t  c o n t a i n e d  p r o v i s i o n s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  a c t  
o f  1 8 5 7 ,  I t  l i m i t e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  C h i n e s e  t o  be  a d m i t t e d  
t o  one  f o r  e v e r y  t e n  t o n s  o f  t h e  s h i p ' s  t o n n a g e ,  a n d  
r e q u i r e d  e v e r y  C h i n e s e  t o  p a y  t h e  p o l l - t a x  o f  t e n  p o u n d s ,  
b u t  e x e m p t e d  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s ,  C h i n e s e  i n  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a  
a t  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  t h i s  a c t ,  a n d  c r e w  o f  t h e  v e s s e l  f r o m
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t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t »  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  a c t  c o n f i n e d  i t s
o p e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e  i t s e l f ,  t h u s  a l l o w i n g  f r e e  i n g r e s s
5 1o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  t o  t h e  N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y ,
I n  v i e w  o f  Ac t  No» 8 o f  1877  h a v i n g  b e e n  f o u n d
i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  i m m i g r a t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e ,  an
a me n d me n t  t o  t h e  a b o v e  a c t  was  a d o p t e d  by t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d
P a r l i a m e n t  i n  1 884 . T h i s  a c t  a l s o  l i m i t e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
C h i n e s e  p a s s e n g e r s  b r o u g h t  i n t o  Q u e e n s l a n d  w a t e r s  by a n y
s h i p  t o  one  f o r  e v e r y  o n e  h u n d r e d  t o n s  o f  r e g i s t e r e d
t o n n a g e ,  b u t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  sum p a y a b l e  on a r r i v a l  t o
t h i r t y  p o u n d s ,  a n d  r e p e a l e d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  r e p a y m e n t
o f  t h e  p o l l - t a x  on d e p a r t u r e  w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s  f r o m  t h e
52d a t e  o f  a r r i v a l .
I n  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e  f i r s t  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  A s i a t i c  a n d  A f r i c a n  e m i g r a n t s  was  t h e  
I m p o r t e d  L a b o u r  R e g i s t r y  Ac t  p a s s e d  i n  1884» U n d e r  t h i s  
a c t ,  a l a b o u r e r  m e a n t  a ny  p e r s o n  a p p a r e n t l y  a n a t i v e  o f  
I n d i a ,  C h i n a ,  A f r i c a ,  o r  o f  t h e  I s l a n d s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  o r  
P a c i f i c  O c e a n s ,  o r  o f  t h e  M a l a y a n  A r c h i p e l a g o ,  a n d  b r o u g h t  
i n t o  t h e  c o l o n y  as  a l a b o u r e r  o r  s e r v a n t ,  o r  f o r  any  o t h e r  
s i m i l a r  e m p l o y m e n t .  The  a c t  p r o h i b i t e d  any  l a b o u r e r  b e i n g  
b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  c o l o n y  u n l e s s  a c o n t r a c t  h a d  b e e n  made 
w i t h  h i m p r e v i o u s l y  t o  h i s  s h i p m e n t ,  a n d  p r e s c r i b e d  t h e  
f o r m  o f  s u c h  c o n t r a c t  a n d  t h a t  l i s t s  o f  s u c h  l a b o u r e r s ,  
a n d  m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e m w e r e  t o  be
5 3f u r n i s h e d  by t h e  m a s t e r  o f  t h e  v e s s e l  b e f o r e  l a n d i n g  a n y .
I n  1882 t h e  K i m b e r l e y  g o l d  f i e l d  i n  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  
was  d i s c o v e r e d .  F e a r i n g  a C h i n e s e  i n r u s h  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  
i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o l o n i e s ,  an  a c t  s p e c i a l l y  l i m i t e d  t o  
C h i n e s e  was  p a s s e d  by  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t .  A p o l l - t a x  o f  t e n  
p o u n d s  was  p l a c e d  on  e v e r y  C h i n e s e  i m m i g r a n t  a n d  t h e  
n u m b e r  o f  C h i n e s e  a r r i v i n g  b y  s e a  was  l i m i t e d  t o  o n e  f o r
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every fifty tons of the ship’s tonnage, but Chinese
labourers arriving under the Imported Labour Registry Act
54were not affected by this act,
Tasmania was the last colony in Australia to take 
action against immigration of Chinese, In 1877 an act to 
regulate and restrict immigration of Chinese was passed by 
the Parliament, According to this act, no vessel was 
allowed to bring into Tasmania more than one Chinese to 
every one hundred tons of the ship's tonnage, and for 
every Chinese who was landed in Tasmania a poll-tax of ten 
pounds should be paid by the master of the vessel by which 
he was carried. But Chinese who arrived in Tasmania as 
portion of the crew of any vessel were exempt from the 
payment of the tax.^
Up to 1888 the Northern Territory was the only place
in Australia having no restriction to emigration of
Chinese. Between September 30, 1886, and September 30,
1887, the number of Chinese arriving in and leaving the
Northern Territory were 1,920 and 253 respectively.^  The
increasing numb e rs of Chin ese arriving in the Northern
Territory made the Queensland government feel serious
concern. For the Queensland government thought that
Chinese attracted by the rich gold fields in Queensland
5 7could use the Northern Territory as a corridor.
In Washington on March 12, 1888, the United States
had concluded a second treaty with China which absolutely
prohibited Chinese labourers from coming into the United
States for a period of twenty years, and at the end of
that period it was to remain in force for another twenty
years, unless either government gave notice to terminate
it. But this treaty had not been ratified by the Chinese 
58government.
244
The Premier of Victoria, D, Gillies, on April 5, 1888,
suggested that the influence of the British government with
the Emperor of China might prove a more convenient and
effective method of arriving at a satisfactory settlement
of the difficulty than any drastic measures adopted
59individually or collectively by the colonies.
About the same time the landing problems of the 
Chinese immigrants on board the ship Afghan arose. The 
Afghan with two hundred and sixty-eight Chinese arrived at 
Port Phillip on April 27, 1888,from Hong Kong. Of all
Chinese on board, sixty-seven expected to land at 
Melbourne, fifty-nine at Sydney, and the rest m  N&w 
Zealand, but none of them was allowed to land by the 
government of Victoria, because some of the naturalization 
papers held by them had been found to be remitted to China 
by Chinese in Melbourne and to be presented by other 
Chinese subsequently arriving at Melbourne. As a result, 
the Afghan and other vessels Guthrie, Menmuir and Tsinan 
with all Chinese on board set out for Sydney on May 4, 
1888.^ The government of New South Wales also declared 
their intention of not allowing any Chinese passenger to 
land,^ Some of the above mentioned Chinese on board were 
the holders of certificates of exemption under the act of 
1881 and some were new arrivals, but paid the poll-tax of 
ten pounds. After receiving the applications from these 
Chinese, the Supreme Court of New South Wales declared 
that the detention of the applicants by the order of the 
government was illegal. As to those who had been granted 
letters of naturalization in Victoria, they still had no 
right to enter New South Wales without paying the poll-
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In Victoria one of the Chinese named Chun Teong Toy on
board the Afghan raised a question as to his rights in
another form. He brought a civil action against the
Collector of Customs, who, he alleged, refused to accept
ten pounds which the master of the vessel offered to pay
as the tax for him. The Supreme Court by a majority of
four judges to two upheld his right of action, but this
6 3judgement was reversed by the Privy Council.
The case of the Afghan had stirred up a ferment of
feeling against Chinese all over Australia. The Premier
of South Australia, Thomas Playford, then suggested the
holding of an intercolonial conference to discuss this
matter. In his letter addressed to Australian colonial
governments, he suggested that unity of action among all
the colonies of Australia was most likely to affect
satisfactorily the common purpose of restricting Chinese
immigration and that this unity could be best secured by a
conference of representatives of the different governments,
when the matter might be fully discussed, and a joint 
, 64course agreed upon.
Playford’s suggestion was not only welcomed by all 
Australian colonies, but also accepted by the British 
government.^5 The Intercolonial Conference on the Chinese 
Question was held in Sydney on June 12, 13 and 14, 1888,
at which the colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, South 
Australia, Queensland, Tasmania and Western Australia were 
represented. The resolutions of the conference were 
summed up by Sir Henry Parkes as follows:
a. The further restriction of Chinese
immigration is essential to the welfare of 
the people of Australia.
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b. The necessary restriction can best be secured 
through the diplomatic action of the British 
government, and by uniform Australian
legis lation.
c. The conference resolves to consider a joint 
representation to the British government for 
the purpose of obtaining the desired 
diplomatic action,
d. The desired Australian legislation should 
contain the following provisions:
(a) That it shall apply to all Chinese, with 
specified exceptions.
(b) That the restriction should be by 
limitation of the number of Chinese which 
any vessel may bring into any Australian 
port to one passenger to every 500 tons of 
the ship's burden,
(c) That the passage of Chinese from one 
colony to another, without consent of the 
colony which they enter, be made a 
misdemeanour.66
The first and fourth resolutions were indorsed by all the 
colonies except Tasmania which dissented, and Western 
Australia which did not vote, while the second and third 
were carried unanimously. By way of assisting to gain the 
understanding of the government of China, the conference 
had recommended the abolition of poll-tax. A draft bill
in accordance with the resolutions of the conference was
, 67agreed upon.
This draft bill was introduced and became law in
almost identical terms in South Australia68 and in
Victoria6  ^ in 1888 , in Western Australia in 1889 , and
7 1in Queensland in 1890, By its provision the poll-tax 
was repealed, but the number of Chinese passengers in any 
vessel arriving was limited to one for every five hundred 
tons' burden. Any Chinese who should enter the colony by 
land without first obtaining a permit was liable to a
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penalty» The bill extended to every person of Chinese 
race, except persons duly accredited by any government as 
its representative, or on any special mission, the crew of 
a vessel not landing, except on duty; persons exempted by 
the governor's proclamation; and Chinese naturalized in the
individual colony, who register each departure and
+ 72return.
In New South Wales, when the intercolonial conference
was being held, a bill to repeal the act of 1881 had been
introduced» In order to make variation not inconsistent
with the main principle laid down by the conference, this
7 3bill was amended on July 11, 1888» Tasmania did not
pass any further anti-Chinese legislation to supplement 
its Act of 1887»
From 1888 till the end of the nineteenth century, the 
restrictive legislation of Australian colonies imposed 
upon Chinese immigrants underwent no other big changes.
The history of the procedures for Chinese entering 
Australian colonies during the nineteenth century can be 
divided into the following five periods and it seems that 
they developed naturally, but to some extent were 
influenced by the legislation of the United States.
1848-1855
1855-1867
1867-1877
1877-1888
1888-1900
Free ingress and egress.
Not effectively restricted.
No restriction.
Strict restrictive legislation 
introduced.
Chinese immigration to Australia 
was actually stopped.
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4 „ The D i p l o m a c y  o f  M i g r a t i o n
I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  l a r g e  r e m i t t a n c e s  t o  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s
a n d  t h e  g e n e r o u s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  f u n d s  o f  r e l i e f  made
by  O v e r s e a s  C h i n e s e ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  came t o  r e a l i z e
t h a t  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  O v e r s e a s  C h i n e s e  c o u l d
r e l i e v e  p a r t  o f  i t s  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n .  On Ma r c h  30 ,  1 8 8 6 ,
t h e  V i c e r o y  o f  K w a n g t u n g  a n d  K w a n g s i ,  Chang  C h i h - t u n g ,
m e m o r a l i s e d  t h e  e m p e r o r  t o  d e s p a t c h  a C o m m i s s i o n
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  G e n e r a l  Wang J u n g - h o  (Wong Y u n g - h o )  and
P r e f e c t - d e s i g n a t e  Yü C h ' i u n g  (U T s i n g )  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  c o n s u l a t e s  i n  v a r i o u s  c i t i e s
i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  a n d  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  a t  t h e  s ame  t i m e
s e e k i n g  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  O v e r s e a s  C h i n e s e  t o  b u i l d  a
n a v y .  T h i s  m e m o r i a l  was  s o o n  a c c e p t e d  a n d  C h i n e s e .
m i n i s t e r s  t o  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  H o l l a n d ,  a n d  S p a i n  w e r e
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  n o t i f y  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  
1commi s  s i o n .
The t h e n  C h i n e s e  M i n i s t e r  a t  L o n d o n ,  L i u  J u i - f e n  (Lew
T a - J e n ) ,  w r o t e  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  on  May 11 , 1 8 8 6 ,
a n d  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  S t r a i t s
S e t t l e m e n t s ,  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  C a n a d a  s h o u l d  be  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e
C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a v i n g  a p p o i n t e d  G e n e r a l  Wang and  P r e f e c t -
d e s i g n a t e  YU t o  r e p o r t  on  t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  C h i n e s e
s u b j e c t s  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h o s e  c o l o n i e s  a n d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  on
2w h i c h  t r a d e  was c a r r i e d  on  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a n d  C h i n a .  T h i s  
r e q u e s t  was  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  c o l o n i e s  on May
3
2 5 ,  1 886 .  The r e s p o n s e s  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  c o l o n i e s  t o
t h i s  r e q u e s t  w e r e  q u i t e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a n d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
was  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  by  t h e  C h i n e s e
4
M i n i s t e r  a t  London  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 8 6 .
G e n e r a l  Wang J u n g - h o  was  b o r n  at P e n a n g  a n d  r e c e i v e d  
h i s  e d u c a t i o n  i n  an E n g l i s h  s c h o o l .  T h i s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e
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fluency with which he expressed himself in the English 
tongue. On completing his education he selected the army 
as a profession. His first experience of warfare was at 
the time of the Taiping Rebellion, 1850-1864, during which 
he was an interpreter on the staff of General Gordon. 
General Wang worked through various grades until he reached 
the rank of Mandarin of the second rank. During the 
Franco-Chinese War, 1884-1885, he carried out the work of 
constructing the telegraphic line from Peking to the 
frontier of Tonkin, and since then the Chinese government 
had availed themselves of his services in diplomatic 
capacities, and when the question of the above-mentioned 
mission was mooted, he was at once chosen to head it.8
P re f e c t - des i gn at e Yii Ch'iung was born in Sunning, 
Kwangtung, and had held the office of Chinese Consul at 
Nagasaki.^ His manner was gracious, but he did not speak
7the English language with the same fluency as the General. 
General Wang and Pr e f e c t-des i gn at e Yii with theirgSecretary Kin Hao King and two servants arrived at Darwin
9on board the Catterthun on April 25 , 1887, and reached
Sydney on May 8 , 1887.1(1 Later, they visited Melbourne,'*''*'
Ballarat,1  ^ Adelaide,18 Sandhurst,1  ^ Wangaratta , ^
Beechworth,16 Albany,1 ^ Newcastle,18 Tamworth,^
20 21 22 23Tenterfield, Brisbane, Townsville, and Cooktown.
They left Cooktown on board the Changsha for China on
24Aug us t 3, 18 8 7 .
During their stay in Australia, they were well 
received at all places visited, particularly New South 
Wales, Victoria, and South Australia. In Adelaide they 
were invited to attend the opening ceremony of the Jubilee 
Exhibition held on June 21, 1887.
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In  S y d n e y  a n d  M e l b o u r n e ,  a p a r t  f r o m  i n s p e c t i n g  C h i n e s e  
q u a r t e r s  a n d  d i s c u s s i n g  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  C h i n e s e  r e s i d e n t s ,  
t h e  C h i n e s e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a l s o  v i s i t e d  v a r i o u s  g o v e r n m e n t
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  c i v i l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  b u s i n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s
2 6 2 7a n d  f a c t o r i e s .  P e t i t i o n s  f r o m  C h i n e s e  r e s i d e n t s  as
2 8w e l l  as  f r o m t h e  A n t i - C h i n e s e  L e a g u e  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  by  t h e
C h i n e s e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  when  t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h e s e  t wo  c i t i e s .
The  p e t i t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  on J u n e  3 ,  1 8 8 7 ,  by C h i n e s e
r e s i d e n t s  i n  M e l b o u r n e  h e a d e d  by  M e s s r s .  Lowe Kong Meng,
Che ok  Hong Ch e o n g  a n d  L o u i s  Ah Mouy p r a y e d  t h e
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  t o  make r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f
V i c t o r i a  t o  s t o p  l e v y i n g  t h e  p o l l - t a x  o f  t e n  p o u n d s  i m p o s e d
u p o n  t h e  C h i n e s e ,  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  l aw w h i c h  p r o h i b i t e d  t h e
C h i n e s e  f r o m c r o s s i n g  t h e  b o r d e r s  b e t w e e n  c o l o n i e s ,  and
t o  p a s s  a l aw t o  p u n i s h  t h o s e  who a s s a u l t e d  C h i n e s e  t e a  o r
29v e g e t a b l e  v e n d o r s .
When t h e  C h i n e s e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r r i v e d  a t  B r i s b a n e  on 
J u l y  2 4 ,  1 8 8 7 ,  a n t i - C h i n e s e  f e e l i n g  i n  Q u e e n s l a n d  was  
a l r e a d y  v e r y  h i g h  a n d  t h e  mo v e me n t  o f  t h e  A n t i - C h i n e s e  
L e a g u e  was  u n d e r  wa y .  They  f e l t  s o m e w h a t  d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h
t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  c i v i l
. _ . 30o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
The r e p o r t  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  
g o v e r n m e n t  was  summed up by t h e  V i c e r o y  o f  K w a n g t u n g  a n d  
K w a n g s i ,  Chang  C h i h - t u n g ,  i n  o n e  o f  h i s  m e m o r i a l s .  I n  
A u s t r a l i a  o r  H s i n  C h i h  S h a n  (New g o l d e n  m o u n t a i n ) ,  he  s a i d ,  
G e n e r a l  Wang J u n g - h o  a n d  P r e f e c t - d e s i g n a t e  YU C h ' i u n g  f o u n d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  C h i n e s e  i n  B e n d i g o ,  
t e n  t h o u s a n d  i n  S y d n e y  a n d  i t s  v i c i n i t y  a n d  a b o u t  s e v e r a l  
h u n d r e d s  t o  o n e  t h o u s a n d  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c i t i e s :  
M e l b o u r n e ,  W a n g a r a t t a ,  B e e c h w o r t h ,  B a l l a r a t ,  N e w c a s t l e ,  
T e n t e r f i e l d ,  B r i s b a n e ,  T o w n s v i l l e ,  P o r t  D o u g l a s  ( C a i r n s )
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and Cooktown. A poll-tax of ten pounds, in some places
thirty pounds, was imposed upon each Chinese landing on the
Australian shore. The Viceroy suggested that a consul-
general at Sydney should be appointed to take care of
Chinese in Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, cities in
Queensland, and New Zealand, and a merchant in each of the
other cities having Chinese residents needed to be
appointed as an honorary vice-consul, so that the Chinese
3 1could be protected.
After having received the report of the Chinese
Commissioners, the Chinese government instructed the
Chinese Minister at London, Liu Jui-fen, to lodge a protest
against the poll-tax. In his letter to the Marquis of
Salisbury on December 12, 1887, Liu attacked the crown
colonies for treating Chinese subjects differently from the
subjects of other powers. Chinese immigrants, he said, had
never been alleged to be unruly. The colonial governors of
Hong Kong, the Straits Settlements, and Australia, had
repeatedly borne testimony to the orderly conduct of the
Chinese population, and to their value in developing the
colonial resources. There appeared to be no reason for
their being deprived of the immunities accorded to them by
treaties and international law. The Chinese government, he
continued, saw with regret the continued existence of the
exceptional laws which some of the colonial legislatures of
Australia had at different times enacted against Chinese
subjects. With a view to the elimination of any part of
this legislation which might be found to be at variance
with treaty obligations and international usage, he urged,
the British government should institute an inquiry into
their nature, and how far they were compatible with the
increasing growth of the friendly relations between Great
3 2Britain and China.
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The then British Secretary of State for the Colonies,
Sir H.T. Holland, felt that this matter needed to be
discussed with the Australian colonies, so a circular on
this subject, together with the letter from the Chinese
Minister at London, was sent out to the colonies on
3 3January 23, 1888. In response to this circular the
34Australian colonies, except Western Australia,
unanimously asked the home government to open negotiation 
35with China to obtain similar terms for preventing Chinese 
emigration as had been concluded between the United States 
and China on March 27, 1888.^
On the other hand, the Australian colonies gave 
reasons for imposing restrictions on Chinese. They 
explained that Australian ports were within easy sail of 
the ports of China and the climate of Australia as well as 
certain branches of trade and industry in Australia, such 
as the cultivation of the soil for domestic purposes, and 
tin and gold mining, were attractive to the Chinese. But 
the working-c1 asses of British descent were directly 
opposed to their Chinese competitors. It was to be 
understood that there would be no peace between the two 
races. The most prevailing determination in all the 
Australian communities was to preserve the British type in 
the population. Moreover, there was no interchange of 
ideas of religion or citizenship, nor was there 
intermarriage or social communion between the British and 
the Chinese.^
After the news of the Afghan reached London and 
appeared in The Times on May 3 and 4, 1888, the Chinese
Minister at London, Liu, addressed the British Foreign 
office to inquire into the matter and urged the British
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government to remove discriminative legislation of 
Australian colonies as soon as possible,^
It was apparent that the action taken by the mother
39government was not strong enough. The colonial
governments not only refused to change their decisions, but
also forced the vessel to take Chinese immigrants back to 
40Hong Kong. As a result of this, the Chinese minister,
Liu, lodged another protest with the British government on
May 16, 1888. Both the Chinese immigrants acts of Victoria
and New South Wales in 1881, he said, imposed a penalty on
the captain of any ship having a greater number of Chinese
on board destined for the colony than one to every hundred
tons of the vessel's burden, but neither of them authorised
the executive to send back the ship, or prohibited the
landing of any immigrants whom the ship might have brought
in excess of the statutory number, provided that they were
able and willing to pay the stipulated poll-tax. The
action of the Australian executive considered from a
conventional, an international, or a statutory standpoint,
would appear to be unjustifiable. Moreover, the immigrants
had been embarked at Hong Kong, a British colony, the
authorities of which not only assented to their shipment,
4 1but sanctioned it.
In these circumstances, the British government was
placed in a very difficult position. While the British
42government was seeking a solution of this problem, the
New South Wales Premier, Sir Henry Parkes, under the
pressure of public opinion, moved in the Legislative
Assembly to pass a most restrictive bill on May 16, 1888„
It was accepted by the Legislative Assembly on the morning
of May 17, but the Legislative Council did not regard it
4 3as being of such an urgent nature.
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B e f o r e  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  new l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  New
S o u t h  W a l e s ,  t wo t h i n g s  h a d  h a p p e n e d :  one  was  t h a t  t h e
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f  New S o u t h  W a l e s ,  a f t e r  a c c e p t i n g  t h e
a p p e a l s  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  on b o a r d  t h e  s h i p s  h e l d  up a t
S y d n e y ,  d e c i d e d  t h a t  some o f  t h e m w e r e  i l l e g a l l y  d e t a i n e d
and  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  was  c o m p e l l e d  t o  g i v e  way a n d  p e r m i t  
44t h e i r  l a n d i n g ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  was  t h a t  an i n t e r c o l o n i a l
c o n f e r e n c e  t o  s e e k  u n i t y  o f  a c t i o n  among a l l  t h e  c o l o n i e s
o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  was  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  P r e m i e r  o f  S o u t h
45
A u s t r a l i a ,  Thomas  P l a y f o r d .
The I n t e r c o l o n i a l  C o n f e r e n c e  me t  i n  S y d n e y  on J u n e  12 
a nd  t wo  f o l l o w i n g  d a y s .  The  c o n c l u s i o n s  a t  w h i c h  t h e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a r r i v e d  w e r e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  t e l e g r a m  
a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  
C o l o n i e s  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r c o l o n i a l  C o n f e r e n c e ,  
S i r  H e n r y  P a r k e s .  The m a i n  p o i n t  o f  t h e i r  r e s o l u t i o n s  was 
t h e  r e q u e s t  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  C h i n a ,  w i t h  a v i e w  t o  
o b t a i n i n g  as  s o o n  as  p o s s i b l e  a t r e a t y  u n d e r  w h i c h  a l l  
C h i n e s e  e x c e p t  o f f i c i a l s ,  t r a v e l l e r s ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  s t u d e n t s  
and  t h e  l i k e  s h o u l d  be  e n t i r e l y  e x c l u d e d  f r o m t h e  
A u s t r a l a s i a n  c o l o n i e s .  By way o f  a s s i s t i n g  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  
s u c h  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  h a d  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e  
a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  p o l l - t a x  t h e n  l e v i e d  u p o n  C h i n e s e  
i m m i g r a n t s .  As ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  
t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  w h i c h  m i g h t  be  o c c u p i e d  i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
b e t w e e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  C h i n a  a n d  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  was  
u n c e r t a i n ,  a n d  a s  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  c o l o n i e s  i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  
h a d  r e a s o n  t o  d r e a d  a l a r g e  i n f l u x  o f  l a b o u r e r s  f r o m  C h i n a ,  
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  g o v e r n m e n t s  f e l t  t h e m s e l v e s  i m p e l l e d  t o  
l e g i s l a t e  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  a g a i n s t  
C h i n e s e  i n v a s i o n  w h i c h  a f f e c t e d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  l a b o u r  m a r k e t ,
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but also the social and moral conditions of the people. A
Draft Bill for this purpose was prepared by the
£ 46conference.
Prior to the Intercolonial Conference, in a despatch
in reply to the Governor of South Australia, Sir William
Robinson, the British Secretary of State for Colonies,
Lord Knutsford, said that measures adopted by New South
Wales created obstacles to prevent negotiation with China,
With regard to political and commercial interests of the
British Empire, and particularly to the commercial interest
of Australian colonies, no obstacles should be placed in
the way of trade with China, which was likely to afford a
valuable market for products of the Australian colonies.
The Chinese government, Lord Knutsford continued, specially
objected to legislation placing Chinese emigrants on a
different footing to subjects of any other power, and it
seemed desirable to consider whether laws and regulations,
equally restricting immigration into colonies of all
foreign labourers, with power of relaxing regulations in
special cases reserved to governments, might not meet the
requirements of the case. If thus placed on equal footing
with other nations, the Chinese government might be willing
to accept conditions more or less of a similar kind to
conditions laid down in the treaty concluded with the 
4 7United States.
On the other hand, the Marquis of Salisbury of the 
British Foreign Office informed the Chinese Minister, Liu, 
that all Chinese holding exemption tickets were allowed to 
land on May 19, 1888, in accordance with the decision made
by the Supreme Court of New South Wales and only those who 
did not satisfy the local authorities that the 
naturalization papers which they produced had actually been
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issued to the bearers were not landed. He also told
Chinese Minister Liu that Chinese immigrants in Australian
colonies were objected to not only on account of their vast
number and competition as wage-earners, but also on the
ground that they did not become assimilated with the
British population, and that they rarely became settled
colonists themselves, but remained essentially aliens in
manners, customs and religion, and generally returned to
China when they had saved sufficient money in the colonies
for their wants in their native places. For the purpose
of the Chinese question being fully and freely discussed by
the Australian colonial subjects, the Marquis of Salisbury
further explained, a proposal for a conference of the
representatives of Australian governments to consider the
48subject had been approved by the British government.
Obviously the resolutions of the Intercolonial 
Conference had not met the wishes of the British government. 
The following three points were completely contrary to the 
views of the British government. First, the Australian 
colonies deemed that the trade of the colonies was very 
valuable to China, while China offered no outlet of 
importance for Australian trade, and if the colonies closed 
their markets to the imports of China, almost all of them 
could be obtained from India. Secondly, the suggestion 
that any restrictions which were to be imposed should be of 
a general nature, so as to give power to exclude European 
or American immigrants, had not been accepted by the 
conference, for they thought that no scheme for giving 
effect to it had been found practical. Thirdly, the 
conference adopted a more severe restriction; under new 
provisions no vessel could bring more than one Chinese 
passenger for every five hundred tons of tonnage of such
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vessel, under penalty of five hundred pounds for each
Chinese in excess of such number. The only concession they
49made was the abolition of the poll-tax.
Although the British government was unhappy, a set of 
articles for a treaty with China on immigration was 
subsequently drafted by the British Colonial Office and 
sent to Sir J. Walsham, British Minister at Peking, on 
June 26 , 1 8 8 8 . In this draft, the subjects of either 
power, being officers of the government, teachers, 
students, merchants, or travellers, or belonging to other 
classes than that of labourers should, if provided with 
certificates from their government, be freely admitted to 
visit, pass through, or reside in all places under the 
protection of the other, without any hindrance. Labourers 
of either power would also be admitted to reside and carry 
on their occupations within the dominions of the other, 
but only in such places as might from time to time be 
notified as being open to them, and under such laws or 
rules as might for the time being be established for 
regulating their numbers, and the conditions of their 
residence and employment. The term •labourers' above- 
mentioned should be understood to include servants working 
for wages, as well as persons employed or occupied in 
mining or searching for gold or other minerals, or as 
artisans, or manufacturers, or in agriculture or any other 
form of manual labour. After the signing of this treaty 
either power could notify to the other, those of its 
places into which labourers would be admitted either 
freely or subject to restrictions; and it should be 
understood and agreed that the permission so granted to 
reside and work in any place might be at any time withdrawn
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without notice, and without compensation to persons whose 
employment or occupation might be thereby interrupted
When the Intercolonial Conference brought forth more
restrictions upon Chinese, the Chinese Minister at London
protested against the action of the Australian colonies
again, but he was told in reply that negotiations for a
treaty had been opened at Peking, and the Chinese
government would be agreeable to this as they had been to
sign that with the United States; that if a treaty of the
desired nature was concluded, there should be no difficulty
in repealing throughout the colonies those specially
stringent laws for the limitation of Chinese immigration
which had been in force for many years, but that otherwise
the British government would have no constitutional or
moral right to prevent the Australasian colonies from
5 1maintaining or renewing those laws.
In Peking Sir J, Walsham had several interviews with 
the Tsungli Yamen, He finally obtained the following 
p r op os a Is :
a. All Chinese hereafter to be exempted from 
poll-tax,
b. All Chinese now in Australia to enjoy most­
favoured-nation treatment with right to leave 
an d return,
Co Labourers going for the first time to be in 
proportion of one to every 300 tons.
d. Chinese, other than labourers, as well as 
their household servants to be excluded from 
restriction,
e. Agreement to remain in force for five years, 
and to continue for a similar period if 
neither side shall have given six months’ 
notice of desire to alter it.
f. The treaty would apply exclusively to 
Australia, and would not form a precedent for 
any other British colony.
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A circular on the above mentioned subject prepared by
Lord Knutsford was addressed to the governors of the
Australian colonies on September 14, 1888* The Australian
colonies were told that the difference between the proposals
formulated by the Tsungli Yamen and those embodied in the
Bill of the Intercolonial Conference consisted chiefly in
the tonnage proportion and were also asked to inform Lord
Knutsford whether Sir J„ Walsham might be authorized to
continue negotiations on the basis set out by the Chinese
government,, They were also informed that the British
government had not yet received any official confirmation
of the refusal of the Chinese government to ratify the
treaty with the United States in 1888, but there was reason
5 2to believe that this course had been decided on.
But the responses to the above circular did not give
the British government very much encouragement. When the
circular reached the Australian colonies, the
governments of South Australia and Queensland had already
completed restrictive legislations in accordance with the
Draft Bill approved by the Intercolonial Conference of 
5 31888. However, the government of South Australia still
accepted the proposal, but stated that their ministers were
not disposed to agree to except from the restrictions all
5 4Chinese other than labourers.
The government of Queensland disagreed with points b 
and d. With regard to point b, Thomas Mcllwraith, Chief 
Secretary, said that they could not view in the same 
manner the proposal that the Chinese in Queensland should 
enjoy 'Most favoured-nation treatment', because they did 
not see why the Chinese should be given the same facilities 
for naturalization as were granted to Europeans and why 
they should be allowed to compete with European workmen who
260
had been taught and encouraged to maintain a higher 
standard of living, The objection to point d, he said, was 
that under ’other than labourers’, Chinese storekeepers, or 
other Chinese in mercantile callings, and their servants, 
might be imported to any of the British colonies in any 
numbers, and they did not consider that their presence in 
Queensland as owners of any kind of commercial 
establishment tended to the benefit of the community,^
In Victoria and New South Wales, both governments 
decided to go on to introduce the restrictive bills in 
order to bring Chinese immigration legislation to 
uniformity and gave no comments on the proposal,^ though 
the Victorian government had reluctantly replied that the
despatch of September 14 could be made basis of. 57arrangement,
The governments of Tasmania,^ Western Australia^ and 
New Zealand^ all fully supported the views of the British 
g ove rnmen t.
In China public opinion was angry with the Sino- 
American Emigration Treaty signed at Washington in 1888, 
and influential figures in the government, like Li Hung- 
chang,^ Viceroy of Chihli (Hopei), and Chang Chih-tung,^ 
Viceroy of Kwangtung and Kwangsi, all were dissatisfied 
with the prohibition of Chinese emigration for a period of 
twenty years. The Chinese government consequently withheld 
ratification of the treaty,^
Under such circumstances, the British government was 
compelled to give up the attempt to negotiate a treaty with 
China, However, an Emigration Treaty for the British
colonies between Great Britain and China was signed in
641904, but the nature of this treaty was entirely
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different from the one initiated by Lord Knutsford, and
Australia at that time had already become an independent
. 65nation.
Direct diplomatic relations between Australia and
China actually began in 1909 when Liang Lan-hsün took up
6 6his duty as Chinese Consul-General at Melbourne, Thus,
before 1909, there were no official relations between
Australia and China. The Chinese in Australia received no
6 7protection from their own government and entirely
depended on their se1f-organized 'Hui Kuan' (clubs or
6 8societies) to take care of them. All Chinese questions 
were handled by the Australian governments without 
consulting with the Chinese government. Later, the Chinese 
government suddenly found its mistake and tried to remedy 
it, but the anti-Chinese feeling of the Australian public 
had already reached a climax. The efforts made by the 
Chinese government had not improved the situation, but 
brought to the Australian people the suspicion of the 
intervention of the Chinese government and helped them 
hastily to push through more severe restrictive 
legislation.
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CHAPTER IX 
CONCLUSION
Chinese emigration in the latter part of the 
nineteenth century was different from both European 
emigration and the African slave trade. European 
emigration was encouraged by various governments and the 
African slave trade was monopolized by traders while 
Chinese emigration was prohibited by the home government, 
but stimulated and promoted by capitalists and shipping 
agents, principally European, The nature of Chinese 
emigration lies between the nature of the other two groups 
of emigrants, but is very close to that of the slave trade.
Before 1840 emigration from China to Southeast Asia 
had already gone on for a considerable time, but to 
Australia, California, the West Indies, South America and 
other places, it did not come into existence until the 
opening of the treaty ports. Among Chinese emigrants, 
there were contract labourers and free emigrants, Contract 
labourers were engaged by foreign capitalists or Chinese 
merchants. The majority of emigrants under contract were 
labourers, farmers, hawkers, woodcutters, boatmen, 
fishermen, etc. They bound themselves to work for a 
contractor for a period of time. The contract was signed 
by both the emigrant and the emigration agent on behalf of 
the capitalists before the emigrant left China, After 
signing the contract, the emigrant normally received an 
advance of from six to twenty dollars from the emigration 
agent. The money was intended for the emigrant to give to
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his family, to pay his board and lodging while he was 
staying at the emigration house, and to buy necessities.
Free emigrants can be divided into three groups: 
those who paid their own passage; those whose passage money 
was borrowed from their relatives or friends; and those who 
entered into agreements or invisible contracts with passage 
brokers» The first group of free emigrants were merchants, 
artisans, medical doctors, etc» They sold their property 
in China, then paid their passage money for California or 
Australia» The second group of people, though they were 
poor, managed to borrow their passage money from friends or 
relatives in China and foreign countries» The third group 
had neither money nor friends lending their passage money 
and came to Hong Kong, Swatow or Amoy to enter into 
agreements with the passage brokers» Both the last two 
groups were obliged to pay back their passage money to 
friends or capitalists» This kind of emigration was 
called the credit-t1cket system» All available sources 
show that the proportion of the truly free emigrants among 
Chinese emigrants was small»
In the early stages, Chinese emigration under contract 
was in the hands of foreign speculators» The credit-ticket 
system which was later widely adopted by foreign 
speculators and Chinese merchants had long been the 
established means for Chinese going to Taiwan and to 
countries in Southeast Asia» The reasons for the credit- 
ticket replacing the contract were that British and 
American laws imposed restrictions upon their ships in 
conveying Chinese emigrants under contract» However, 
Chinese emigrants under contract were continually carried
on »
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Both emigrants under contract and on credit appeared 
to be well organized. The key person in the contract 
system was the emigration agent under whom there were 
brokers, sub-brokers or crimps who brought Chinese 
emigrants from the rural areas to the ports of embarkation. 
Emigration agents included captains of emigration ships, 
emigration agents authorized by foreign countries, and 
local brokers, mainly European merchants. At the centre 
of the credit-ticket system was the passage broker who 
provided the means of transport, issued the credit-tieket, 
and employed headmen for himself or capitalists to watch 
over the emigrants. Carrying the ticket, the emigrant 
could embark on a ship for his destination. The ticket 
itself did not indicate any obligation of the ticket 
bearer, but served as a substitute for a contract in view 
of the fact that the passage money was to be paid back by 
the bearer.
All people taking part in the business of Chinese 
emigration were making a good profit from it. A broker 
or crimp could earn three to ninety dollars per labourer 
procured. More men meant more money, Methods were devised 
by the brokers to induce Chinese labourers to go abroad. 
Therefore many Chinese were deceived. A speculator 
landing a labourer in the West Indies or Peru could make 
between two hundred and thirty-three and two hundred and 
fifty-three dollars. The profit of shipping an emigrant to 
Australia or California cannot be calculated exactly, but 
since the earnings of Chinese labourers were always lower 
than those of European workers, the money made by the 
capitalists would be great,
The term of years in contracts varied from five to 
eight. The period of time for emigrants on credit
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refunding their passage money depended on the place to 
which they were shipped and how much money they borrowed. 
The charge for a Chinese shipped to Australia from Amoy was 
sixty-five dollars on his own account or one hundred and 
twenty-nine to one hundred and forty-four dollars on 
credit. From Amoy to Singapore, the rates were: by a 
Chinese junk, five dollars; by a Chinese junk on credit, 
six to seven dollars, From Swatow to Singapore, the rates 
were: by a Chinese junk, four dollars; by a steamer, 
eight dollars; by a steamer on credit, ten to twelve 
dollars. The passage money for a Chinese to the West 
Indies from Amoy via the Cape of Good Hope m  1852 varied 
from seventy-five to eighty-one dollars; from Hong Kong in 
1853, eighty dollars; from Canton in 1859, seventy-five 
dollars; from Macao,, seventy dollars. Those going to 
Singapore normally spent six months to gain their freedom 
again, but those going to Australia and California 
needed a few years.
The majority of contract labourers and emigrants on 
credit were Fukienese, Swatowmen, Cantonese, Hainanese and 
HakkaSo The Fukienese were mainly from the southern part 
of the province of Fukien and used Amoy as the centre of 
emigration. The Han River m  the eastern part of the 
province of Kwangtung was the home of the Hakkas and 
Swatowmen who inhabited the upper and lower reaches 
respectively, using the port of Swatow as their outgoing 
door. The Cantonese came from the neighbouring districts 
of the city of Canton, such as Toishan, Sunwui, Hoipmg, 
Yanping, Hokshan, Shuntak, Samsui, Koyiu and Heungshan,
The Hainanese lived on the Island of Hainan, to the south 
of the province of Kwangtung Hong Kong and Macao were
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two m a m  ports of embarkation for all the above mentioned, 
while Singapore acted as a tran-shippmg station»
In the ports of embarkation the emigrants were put 
into emigration houses and kept there until ships were 
ready for them» These emigration houses bore many names: 
shed in Amoy, eating house in Swatow, depot or warehouse in 
Hong Kong, barracoon in Macao, and guest house in Singapore, 
but the Chinese called them 'Tzu Tzu Kuan'» They were all 
in poor condition and were barred while the emigrants were 
in them«
Ships for the conveyance of Chinese emigrants were 
small, averaging between three hundred and seventy-seven 
and seven hundred and forty-seven tons» They were 
chartered by brokers or sent by the capitalists m  foreign 
countries. With the exception of some of them used for the 
conveyance of Chinese to Indo-Chma, the Malay Peninsula 
and the Philippine Islands, which were Chinese junks, all 
were western ships, The British ships led the race in 
early years; later their place was taken by American,
French, Spanish, Italian and Peruvian ships in turn. These 
ships were fitted with iron gratings and barricades to 
isolate the Chinese emigrants in their quarters. The space 
allocated to a Chinese emigrant, according to the Chinese 
Passengers Act of 1855, was two feet wide by six feet 
long, but most of these ships provided for each emigrant a 
width of only one foot four inches to one foot eight 
inches. Officers and sailors on board these ships were 
always Europeans, but corporals, barbers and cooks were 
chosen from among the Chinese labourers.
In the early years at Amoy the Chinese labourers were 
shipped naked to the waist. After the centre of Chinese 
emigration moved to other ports, they were provided with
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one to three suits of clothes, which were made of cotton 
and were not warm enough to resist the cold weather. The 
bedding of each emigrant was only a roll of matting.
The sea routes to Australia chosen by Chinese emigrant 
ships can be divided into two: by way of the Coral Sea if 
from the east and by way of Cape Leeuwin if from the west. 
Either of these ways, a ship's voyage was sixty to eighty- 
five days. Emigrant ships sailing from China to California 
and Peru by way of Yokohama and Hawaii took seventy-five 
to one hundred and twenty days, to the West Indies by way 
of the Cape of Good Hope, one hundred and forty-seven to 
one hundred and sixty-eight days.
During the voyage all the labourers were confined in 
the between decks and seldom allowed up top side. If their 
behaviour did not satisfy the ship's of f i cers,they would be 
flogged, kicked and more often tied to the gratings by 
their own queues, or ironed two by two as criminals. Two 
meals a day at nine o'clock and four o'clock were served.
The food included rice, salted fish and salted vegetables. 
Salted beef or salted pork was rarely served, though they 
were required by authorities either in Hong Kong or in 
Macao. The supply of water was particularly insufficient.
Suffering malnutrition, lacking fresh air in the 
between decks and lacking water, the emigrants soon lost 
their health. Diseases then appeared and spread. 
Furthermore, the medical facilities on board the emigrant 
ships were very inadequate. Most ships in the early days 
sailed without a hospital or even without a doctor and the 
mortality rate averaged between thirteen and twenty-six per 
cent. Later, a Chinese doctor was always employed and 
hospitals were erected on some ships, but these improvements 
affected very little the rate of mortality,
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In protesting against the illtreatment they received, 
the Chinese frequently revolted and attempted to seize 
their ships during the voyage, even at the port of 
embarkation. Between 1850 and 1873 no less than forty-two 
emigrant ships from China suffered mutinies. Of them, 
thirteen ships were captured or deserted and six ships were 
destroyed by fire. These mutinies caused the authorities 
in the ports of shipment great concern; regulations 
governing Chinese emigration were then laid down one after 
another. These regulations were mainly designed to control 
emigration houses and brokers and tried to ensure that all 
emigrants were free from their influence, but, 
unfortunately, none of them was successfully carried out 
and the abuses continued throughout the latter part of the 
nineteenth century,
The number of Chinese shipped at the seaports between 
1840 and 1900 was estimated at about 2,355,000. We do not 
know how many arrived at their destination. According to 
the mortality rate, the number of Chinese arriving at their 
destination would be between 1,742,600 and 2,148,850.
Chinese began arriving in Australia in groups in 1848. 
Before 1851 the Chinese in Australia already numbered 
1,733. Almost all of them were contract labourers from the 
province of Fukien. After 1851 the number of contract 
labourers was reduced, but the number of Chinese emigrants 
on credit increased, reaching 11,493 in Victoria in 1855, 
and 12,396 in New South Wales in 1858.
To prevent the influx of Chinese the Victorian and New 
South Wales parliaments passed laws imposing a poll-tax of 
ten pounds on every Chinese immigrant landed, in 1855 and 
1858 respectively. Later, the South Australian and 
Queensland parliaments followed their neighbouring
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c o l o n i e s ,  i m p o s i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  u p o n  C h i n e s e  i m m i g r a n t s ,
But  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  was e f f e c t i v e l y  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  two i n t e r c o l o n i a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  
1880 a n d  1 888, .  U n i f o r m  a c t i o n  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
C h i n e s e  i m m i g r a n t s  t o  one  p a s s e n g e r  t o  e v e r y  f i v e  h u n d r e d  
t o n s  o f  t h e  s h i p ' s  b u r d e n  was  a d o p t e d , ,  A f t e r  1 8 8 8 ,  e x c e p t  
f o r  C h i n e s e  w i t h  e x e m p t i o n  p a p e r s ,  no  new C h i n e s e  
i m m i g r a n t s  a r r i v e d «
The r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  t h e  f l o w  o f  C h i n e s e  i n t o  A u s t r a l i a
l a t e r  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  t h e  ' W h i t e  A u s t r a l i a  P o l i c y ' , Fr om my
o b s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e  l a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r  a n d  e n f o r c e d  i s o l a t i o n
w e r e  t h e  t wo  ma i n  f a c t o r s  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  C h i n e s e  f r o m  b e i n g
a s s i m i l a t e d .  The  l a t t e r  c a n  be  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c r e d i t -
t i c k e t  s y s t e m  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  C h i n e s e  w e r e  k e p t  i n  camps
a n d  w a t c h e d  o v e r  by  t h e i r  m a s t e r s  o r  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f
t h e i r  m a s t e r s «  T h e s e  camps  w e r e  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,
s o  t h e r e  was  no  n e e d  f o r  t h e  C h i n e s e  t o  l e a r n  t o  s p e a k
E n g l i s h . ' * '  The  l a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  C h i n e s e  f r o m
l e a r n i n g  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r
2p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  and  c u s t o ms , .  U n d e r  s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo p e o p l e s  c o u l d  n o t  be
a v o i d e d  a n d  s o o n  b e c a m e  an a n t i - C h i n e s e  m o v e m e n t .  I t  was
3 4s t a r t e d  by  g o l d  m i n e r s , ' ” l a t e r  s p r e a d  t o  s e a m e n  and  
c a b i n e t  m a k e r s , 5 a nd  was  f i n a l l y  a d o p t e d  as  a p o l i c y  by  t h e  
c o l o n i a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .
B e t w e e n  1848  a n d  1888  t h e  C h i n e s e  m i g r a t e d  n o t  o n l y  
t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  Th e y
d i s a s t e r s .  I n  t h e  New W o r l d ,  t h e  p l a n t e r s  w e r e  l ooki ng  f o r  
l a b o u r e r s  f r o m  t h e  E a s t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  N e g r o  s l a v e s  a nd  
E u r o p e a n  s h i p s  we r e  a l r e a d y  i n  C h i n e s e  s e a p o r t s  w a i t i n g  f o r  
c a r g o e s .  The b u s i n e s s  o f  C h i n e s e  e m i g r a t i o n  s u d d e n l y
w e r e  p r e s s e d  by  h u n g e r ,  p o l i t i c a l a n d  n a t u r a l
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boomed and was further stimulated by the discovery of gold 
in California and Australia, Some of these emigrants 
later made fortunes from the gold mines, indeed, but the 
majority of them remained very poor. This was not only 
because their wages were lower than the average earnings of 
European workers, but also because they were under control 
of the capitalists who brought them out and the employers 
at the place where they were stationed.
In short, the whole system of Chinese emigration was 
actually an organised international trade. The poor, 
innocent Chinese labourers were only the commodities from 
whom the merchants concerned made their great profit. The 
Chinese government, after being influenced by western 
countries, finally realised the importance of protecting 
their subjects. Unfortunately, when this decision was 
made, not only Australia but almost all places having 
Chinese migrants had imposed restrictions upon them. The 
efforts of the Chinese government in this matter had 
accomplished very little by the end of the nineteenth 
century.
